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The New York T'imes (Western Edition) of December 31, 1962,
carried a story on page 6 from Mexico City by the Times' correspond
ent here, Paul P. Kennedy, about an advertisement inserted in a loca]
newspaper by a group of American. writers, artists, and intellectuals

—

' The advertisement mentioned in the Times story was placed

fairly prominently in Excelsior, one of Mexico's leading and con-" T

-Siqueiros on his 66th birthday *from the Intellectu o; the United

£ .

servative daily newspapers, on December 29, It jgd}alute to

States", and urged his release from prison so tha 'hg}n&& continue
enriching the art of Mexico and the worldr, The agrertisement was-
dated from New York on December 29 and "sign by a number of

"intellectuals", whose names are listed below 3570f possible isferes
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

2 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

X Deleted under exemption(s) b 5 lb (3 br] c with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) L

»awas/were forwarded to thom foar direct FeSpoRse-to-you.

X

———  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

——  Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

[0 For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

121-139462-25

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
g DELETED PAGE(S) gg
NO DUPLICATION FEE x
XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE
XXXXXX Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) _C /A
» was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

100-3-9%- /(22
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FCIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Document(s) originating with the following govenment agency(ies) & [ A
» was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

For your information:

- The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

105-1594 -39
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Washington
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Subject: Letter of Transnittal,

Tos Honorable J, Edgar Hoover,
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
United States Departnent of Justice,
Washington, D, C,

The attacthed communications arc forwarded for your informae

tion and such

£
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214799

530C7 19 1943

action as you consider advisable, . e,

For the Chier, Nilitary Intelligence Service:

L. R. FORITY
‘Lolonel, Genoral Stafs Corps,
Asst. EZxeccutive Officer, MIS,
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G2
Governors Island, New York 4y N. Y.

AHFKB-CI-DI 350,09
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE )

: Period Covered: 16 - 30 November 1951
REPORT NO. 102 ) : -

~N

"This document contains informetion affecting the national defénse of
the United States within the meaning of the Espionage Laws, Act 25 June 1948

(Public Law 772 = 80th Congress; 18 U,S,C, 793 and 794; 62 Stat. 683). The
transmission or the revelation of its contents in any manner to an unauthorized
person is prohibited by law, (Auth: SR 380-5-10)" ,

Information contained herein mey be reproduced providing First Army is
credited as source and appropriate security classification is meintained,

ﬁ/ﬁ'ﬁsi;.,fffr:fry L
P t"‘--’d-‘%, TION I - SUBVERSIVE

New Jer'sey COMMUNIST PARTY!' Beadcp.mx"ters remains inactive.
Contempt trial of Gus HALL continues in New York City.

District One, COM{UNIST PARTY, (B4, prepering leaflets in conjunction with
New England Textile Production. '

DAILY WORKER continues drive to raise $25,000, and contemplates initiating
subscription drive, ) ‘ _

. COM‘UNIST PARTY desires that all members register,

— Funds being raised by the Party's front groups to defeat the Smith Act of
. 1940, '

New York YOUTR PEACE CRUSADE initiating activities for contemplated
National Friendship Book Crusads,

AMERICAN PEACE CRUSADE of Essex County, New Jersey, holds Armistice Day
bmkfast.

AMERICAN PEACE CRISAIE calls for ome million signatures in Peace Petition.
~

Rodney OLIVER, CQMMUNIST PARTY personality, .appears an radio station at
Newark, New Jersey.

REW YORK VETERANS FOR PEACE held a membership meeting in New York City on
20 November 1951,

M.SSACHUSETIS AINUTE WOMEN FOR PEACE holds Internetional Supper et Boston,

Massachusetts, . GRADED UNCLASSIFIED
Secunfy Information ON U 8 APR 1991
BY CDR USAINSCOM FO1/PC
AUTH Para 1-603 DOD 5200 1 R




far full apg agqual
full and equal responsibilities, I any eonflict in-
volving our mation, we will rogand ourselves as Americans and mest the .
respansibilities imposed om all Amoricans”, ‘ ' (B-2)

Subjjea',“i "nbutfz}.y, eightspege, five-solum:tabloid newspeper (price
€1.00 pbr year) pubiished ¥ CHLLIENGE PUBLISHERS of the same address,
is the volce of the IAB(R YOUTH LELGTE, successor to the LMERICLN YOUTH
FOR DEMOCRACY, the youth tranch of the COMMUNIST PARTY, '

This organ began in March 1950, a8 & semi-monthly publicetioh known -
a8 the-*THLLIENGEY | and after a shost period changed its name to *NEr
CHLLIENGE® when. it chengsd itz publicetiom to e monthly tasis,

Inspection of the August, September, and Cetober-November issues of
the publication indicatos timt 4t is a’typical militant Communist publi.
cation bearing a marked resemblance 4n gencral format to the Negro tabloid,
'%C{l: » discussad n-Domeqtto_,Iqte]_.ligence Report #100, this headquarters,
dated 16-31 October 1951, Moregver, it is apperent t the ipent writers
of "FREEDOM' guch as Lorraine BERAY - Roosev 7LD

% ot » and Staark
SPPear o the pages GF “E CRILENGEN, - —~Tdnt 00 Alaw

"~ dAnalysis of the a:forameﬁfidz;od';ﬁbues of the subject show that its
8pace is devoted to following elements of the COMMUNIST FLRTY line in the
mnnor indicated beolo-: . - o

o : . Y 4 mﬂu 51
Eoaco lino, incloding Korean Cease Pire )
end other proposals N . 27 2 10¢
—  Negro discrimination and Bl of Rights

elleged vioclations . 6t 9 3
Lebor dissatisfaction ' 3 -3 2
Praise of the Soviet & Satellite Nations 0 2 R

- ‘,:.Cporta, miscellansous . & 10

\:!otal Columns 40 Al 40

In thg;%ifggpé reviewed, it
oty o R SSIFIED
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.Governors Islsnd, New York 4, N. X, ’
" AEFRB-CI-DI 352.09 i 18 Jemury 1952

SUBJECT: ~Tndex of Domestie Intelligence Report

-

TC: See DIR Distributicn

Erclosed is the seri-gnruel Domestic Intelligence Report Index
eiviting tho Tavdad 1 Tulw 135) tp 31 Docesber 1851, S
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1 Hansberry, Lerraine
, Hansen, Joseph
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Office of the ACof S, G-2
1660 East Hyde Park Boulevard

é’fﬁ' HEADQUARTER'S FIFTH ARMY /&/‘b

Chicago 15, I11i i o _Z_[éo - ég

INDg » Nﬂ*
“e. % 1 AFR 25 195‘
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The Intelligence cont
fice of the AC of of careful research and
analysis of information recieved from all available sources, Any
reader possessing information which appears to modify or contradict
the intelligence contained herein, is requested to forward it promt-
1y to the AC of s, G-2, this headquarters, Reproduction of the in-
1 telligence in this document is permitted provided due credit is
| given to sources and proper classification is maintained, ‘

This document contains information affecting the national de-

fense of the United States within the meaning of the Espionage Laws,

i Title 18 U.S.C., sections 793 and 794, The transmission or the re-

velation of its contents in any manner to an unauthorized person is
prohibited by law,
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1. SWLARY oF DOLL.TIC SITU.TION

8. Subversive Activities During Period Inder Review
b. Labor Activities During Period Under Review
¢. Racial Activities.During Period Under Revierw
2. DOLESTIC OPLR.TIGCHS DURING PERIOD
a. Subversive | ' ,
(1) Swmmary of Subversive Activities ’
(2) hctivities of Established Comacnent Llerent
Activities of Other Susnect Or:anizations
(a) iiew Pullications
b. Labor
(1) activities of Lstabliched Component Elements
(2) Activitics of Other Susnect Labor Unions
¢. Racial
(1) Swmar: or Racial Activities
(2) Activities of hecognized Corponent Llements
(3) Activities of Other Suspect Racial Groups
d. Weather
(1) FWesther Forecast for Fifth Army Area for Period
. ©. Disaster _
3. COUNTER-INTLLLIGLNCE
8. KEspionage
b. Sabotage
L. CAPABILITIES
a. Subvcfsive
b. Labor
C. ilacial
5. LISCL_LANEOUS
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1
2

2

3-6
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18 - 20
21
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22 - 2
24

25

25
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26

26
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28 - 29
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WIS 10 April 1952, NO. 15
2. DOLESTIC OPERATIQIS DIRING PERIOD
a. Subversive
(1) Summary of Subversive Activities — Communist type

All six defendants in the "second-string" Communist conspiracy
trial in Federal Court in Baltimore have been convicted. Maxi-
nun penalties are five years impriso nt and/or fines of -
£10,00Q. The defendants were George A AMEYERS, head of the
CAAUNIET PARTY in the Maryland-District of Columbia area;
PhilipNrRANKLLFELD, former head of the Maryland CP, and his
¥ife Repina; Leroy ENFCOD, chairman of the Party in Washington,
D.C.; Kauric RAVIRUAN, an attorney for the CP; and Mrs.
Dorothy Ros ZLULBIRG, active in the CP peace movement,

(B-1)

Delecates to t%!’.}.‘RICAL‘ INTER-CQNTIVENTAL CONFZRIZICE FCR PEACE,
banr.ed in Chile, Prazil, and Druguay, held. informal meetirngs in
Lontevideo despite the tan and decided upon the following course

of action:

1. "An Inter-continental campaign for a five-power pact.
2. "“Continuing contact by committees of correspondence
among peace groups in all the Americas.
3. "in inter-continental conference in defense of American
' culture in Santiago, Chile, next October.
L. nInter-continental conferences, as yet without date,
on labor, women, youth,?

Anong representatives from the United States in dlontevideo,
the NATIO!AL GUARDIAN(1 » 2 April, named:

lirs. Lar)XRUSSAK, head of the American d legation
LorrainefHANSBLRRY, associate editor cﬁé@o_x_',
. . Cormunist paper

(c-3)

In view of the planned investigation by th*_uguse Un-American
Activities Committee of Communist activities in Chicago area
lator unions, the editor of the 41linois-DySable edition of
SIERWRKER, has begun a series of articles in the 6 April issue.

€ Iirst is entitled "Beware the Un-dmericans) Why the Witch-
Hunters are Chicago-Bound." He says of HUAC: . .

Negro

— "It is out to do a job-on the struggie for wages in Chicago.
-It will attempt to smash the growing movement for Negro rights.

= REG
I On - A0F3 e ASPED
(1) Official paper of the PROGRESSIVE PARTY, BY COR UL ....500M FO1/PO
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4
TN
= ‘ﬁ" &

gt ~er, Eugene .
" Zbt, Jokn

DIR DIR or SDI & Page Number
100-5- 106-5

‘ ,égogn AT B & P
/ - ,o’r }’@ g
~cademic Commiunity o harles Univ- . o wprg\ s é@ﬂdr'

,/zbzug, Bell (Frs ) j”,r -
C

d/’,ersity, Prague Czechoslovakia
-Eevic Louis
.canm, Julius Je
-.dcington, tendell
.dler, Margrit
j:;grin Gloria-
—1ir Line Pllots /ss'n (AFL)
‘lbertson, Willlam
:1drich, Jerry sanl
,ﬂllen Charles Es -
~T1len, Iois, (irs.).
,/:lleyne, C. Cemeron (Bishop)
/ 11 h?rlem Ccnference" CP US.
~llanello, ..nthony
_~1lman, Daviad
“lrich James

ltschuler Bella
/;;%lves, Bertr

//nwlnavated 4.8s'n of Street Electric ° '\

A R. & wcter Ccech Zmployees of

“’/America (/FL)

zmalgzmated Clathing Vorkers (CIO

//{merican iss'n ef Scientific viorkers - EB8-9

,)zmerican Brass Company
A meriecen Business Consultants
//{merican Civil Liberties Jnion

106-12
106-5

15-5%

Lis7 g:gv“’”
T 81 sy

- ghee - \é&o’g\é

96-3
100-5 ‘—6» ,
113-2 ‘ \x.Sy
113-2 J} 0, AF\}\
89-8; 92-7 et
88-5 . VNG L
109-4° - ¥ \’s\ﬁfg ox —'Qé

86-2; 122- N.x:;_t-”‘-‘: %"5
%28:5 S \‘(nf K;

08-3 No& ey
RN

S N
\ e \
109-9 %@:{J NNy
) 100-6 gé"(a‘_\,é »X.{“,&
96-7 J. R
86-8; 114-9 =

B9-11; 93-5; 94-4,8; 95-10

r €0-10; 101- 11- 108-10-, '
. 117-7; 121-7 v ) .
{ _ J,ﬁmerican Committee For a Survey or\ L s
i ber Conditions in Europe 103- -
-Q’ american Committee For Protection of .
the Foreign Born . 90-5- 94-2; 95-4: Cpi..
106~ 7- 110-4

""'}l\ @
Ly
,-‘Q o
- =

Lmerican Communications ‘/ss'n

merican Federation of Labor -
\wz‘m

ericen Federction cr Radie

= A T prtists
/’f.marican Friends of /nti-Bolshevik A -

Bloc of Nations Inec.

‘.m;rlcan Friends of ¥idale East
’O ~ am j(‘ (, a 5.3
3, - Ml‘:ym
M\.‘) . / >

LFit

q.:z

91-9;°110-8;121-5- 1oz
89-11; 111-5- - //

- .

95-6 - . . .

115-9 TN :
 J00 ~78Lo -{361
NOT RECARS-D 7
Yiperey <

// . ' . _

L - S—



.»!v 'I
¢

{

A uk-.',

;
,,
o
1

Office Memorandum « ©

TO

RBOM 1 SAC, N

SUBJECT:

NITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Chicago (100-26009) pate: 12/7/53

ow York (100-107297)
HANSBERRY NENIROFF,wes.

t+ SAC,

LORPAINE VIVIAN

sSM=-C

00-New York v )
b7C
b0

Ethyl corporation,
ROBERT NEI-IROFF, &8 former

NYC, advised that
ximetely

100 Park Avenue,
employee, was married in Chicago, 1llinols, on appro
column 5,

June 20, 1953.
The "Daily worker" for 10/8/53,.page By
reflects tbat LORPAINE HALISRERFY NTV.IROFF would be an instructor
1 of Sociel Science during the fall

at the Jefferson gschoo

term of 1953.
ffice 1s requested to verify the subject's
NEMIROFF in Chicago on approximately 6/20/53.

The Chicago ©
marriage to RORBERT

L1c

LDV :RER



DGM:mim 7 ‘,CQC‘

/ SAC ®FW ¥ORK {100-107297) December 29, 1953

gz\w?{& CHICAGO (100-26009)
LORRAINZ VIVIAN HANSBERRY NEMIROIT, wass

Si=C .
(oo-rw YoREY
“. Reurlet to Chicago dsted 12/7/53

Reec;rd.s of the Cool Couni: ‘Bureau of Vital Sta‘tistics
were reviewed by SE on December 15, 1953, 57&
and reflected that en Affidavit for larriage License was

Tiled on June 19, 1953, by ROBERT RLMIROFF, born October 29,
1929, end LORRAINT HANSBLRRY, borm Ksy 19, 1930. Also

on file et this ageney is Merriege License #2275845 indiceting
thaet these 4individusls were married in Chicago on June

20. 1953. by ARCHIBAID J, CAREY' mo, Minister,

: %‘] ¥ Sl S

\
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IS THE psychological play on

the way out? David Susskind
tossed the question to three ac-
tors and two playwrights, who
nibbled at it all through the night
of a Sunday
“Open End.”
Celeste Holm,
Anthony
Quinn and
Jack Lemmon}’
preference for f
more outward
looking dra-
mas, but Ten- §&
nessee  Wil-§
liams,at whom
the question
was obviously
directed, cov- §
ered his thoughts with small Lalk
and a smile. He did say, how-
ever, that political prejudice
should not have kept Brecht's
“Mother Courage” off the Broad-
way stage.

As for Brendon Behan, the
other playwright, he mumbled
comments evidenily intended
only for the ears of his four
laughing listeners. He was
out of range for us eavesdrop-
pers.

%
TENNESSEE WILLIAMS,
however, though he wouldn't
generalize about Broadway, -

thawed out sufficienily, in the
sunshine of the actors' flattery,
to tell something of his plans.

He was proposing, he said, to-

write a poetic tragedy that would
sum up his philosophy. “Your

Lear?” asked Miss -Holm,
t -which I thought T saw Mr.

7 3 Lookmg Outward

he had no illusions about hlm-
self. =

1 learned another mterestmg
thing from M. Williams. He re-
gards his “Glass Menagerie” with
special fondness. This play of
20 years ago was, he said, the
one he wrote without Broadway
and its restrictions in mind. It
was also the play, though he
didn’t say it, which he wrote be-

fore he wandered off to look for

pathos in pathology.
- %

“THE GLASS MENAGERIE”
stirred theatregoers with its sen-

S g -

by Ben Le‘ ine

sitive study by the Mississippi--

born Willlams of an uprooted
Southern family. We wept for
the hysterical mother and the
shy daughter, and for the son,

Tom, who, like Williams himself, !

has a job in a shoe warehouse.

Tom goes off, to be a seaman,
and presumably to gain fame, as
Williams did, in the field of lt-
erature.

|

The deserted women vanish °

with the stage props, but we can
be comforted, if they are not,

. with the thought that they will

)

reappear in a penitent play by

Tom and live forever after in .

Broadway’'s memory,

e *
MENTION of “The Glass Me-

nagerie” on “Open End” re;mnd-,

ed me of another play a

Southern family. The

evening’l had seen

sion of Lo

“A Raisih In the
This family was Negro an

liams blush as‘ he rephed ithough it had migrated from thel?

1South to Chicago it did not fee1
1 all uprooted. The mother wa

~not a villain, ‘but a heroine, a

Mother Courage, .and the so
though restless in a menial jo

stayed to fight in a family mad

'

| S

!

' playwrights made creative use.
of the materials life gave them.
. - Byt this I can

' MISS ' msm:rmr-
*

I AM NOT saying which
. the more moving, the more sen-
! sitive, or the truer play. Both

e RN
:"Q‘i‘:"il
' o

R

feport. 1 saw

e aisin in the Sun” in a movie

theatre on 42nd

street west of

Broadway. A large proportion
{ the audience was Negro. An
ever, since the noisy 1930’s, did

.hear such loud laughter and

Tf’ft
Date.....
Page.".
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aisin in the Sun’® at Walnut”’ P

Poitier in Tlmely Play
On Trials of Negroes

By HENRY T. MURDOCK
If the true functions of drama are to stimulate (perhaps
.harass) the conscxence,‘moum defeat, cheer aspiration and
ieve they are—then mme

1 sing / Ao courage—and we

X Sl oA R Gk sberry’s “A Raisin in th}'
p‘-‘. ‘ ’;:, Cr _' ',. - -:‘gq Suf” meets these obligatio
o meETERE 5 in fuller measure than a

v -

u-\-""

hL‘va‘ e
nmEsL#ﬂ/J’

PHILADELPHIA, PA.
INQUIRER

BULLETIN

DATLY NEWS

ya

DATE %
EDITI
PAGE

COLUNMN Z

EDITOR
TITLE OF CASE

‘play we have seen this season.
, This new drama at the Walnut
serves up, sometimes in heart-
breaking terms, sometimes with
fundamental humor, the hopes
and defeats of a Negro family of
the current period in Chicago.

VERTONES OF 0’CASEY

1t is filled with racial idion

d racial murmurs and it hag,

its narrowest -conception,

cialized story line. But above

and below this line there is ex-
pression which belongs to an era
iwhen idealism, fear &nd the
| thought of a quick buck merge in
mottled hues and exzpediency
wars on honesty. :

In listening to some . of Miss
Hansberry’s poignant and bitter -
lines, one hears overtones of a ‘
Sean O’Casey’s  “Juno and the
Paycock.” At other times, one
:|seems to be hearing again John
{{Psborne’s “Look Baek i
nger,” this time with the re
‘Ikon for anger more firmly pr
unced.
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ERB ACTORS - .= - |l]| + ~=
e do not know if Miss Faris- ’ " . The Cast

'A RAISIN IN THE SUN,” s me¥.
ry has written a. timéless, Ly by Latraime Hansberry. Produce

play, but she cutlmly bQS y Ilt-f’ d‘;idd?:r:‘id :clcl:::dn'ud

ten a timely one. And written it x‘gfn‘:;a by‘ Rulln: u-’wm :“"a umes ::
eolian resente prior

[well Speeches and emotions Are;iprongusy: ot tar Wareionts “RiFbt with

jtumultuous without getting out[jthe following cast:

~ L

of bounds. Characters are firmly 5:'-3'3.' %}':.'...;'J::r:(ac‘;z-.; g
drawn in full individual strength, Faes SesAsy e e Bitiies
yet so shaded that understanding| ﬂ-e-fh Younger —=="Jjl3u3 Ba

and, for the most part, sympathy R e T e Sl
‘belong to them. - { Gonron Marin — Loin Dl
. To exhibit such characters she l‘i::] Py rv—— e

has a group of actors with pcmerI Moviag Mea—Deuriss Tu Turner, Ed Bai
;ﬁd :swmpeWhrg“ m:‘}’m. performance just scrapes stri-
fro{n the writing, or from the|dency, but it always has vigor
players® intuitions, but we sus- and “Y;"e-';)sl‘l‘l’n Beiten s
ct that some of this frenzied] Despite billing, Poitier
gxesm line comes from good di-|the bnlystar. In point of perfor
o furnished by Lloyd Rich- ance, A Raisin in the Sun”
e i J , {comeg almost one of those
--u petar” ;affairs, . .
o snssznwmxrowzn (E:pw theitar instients of el

e

tarred fn the cast is 81dney ent issue have matched the!
Poitier, who last year made|buguish expressed by Claudia
“The Defiant Ones,” one of Hol-{McNeil when she realizes that.
Iywood’s best productions. He is ker beloved son, filled with his,
the son and ostensible head of|big-time ideas, has lost the in-|
‘|this beleaguered family, whose surance money which was to
{honest ambitions for his face have moved the family into a
|have become tarnished by his eb- better (and, for added dramatic
scssion with money and power. fillip, white) . -neighborhood and
1 As one who has lost his original to have kept her daughter in the
‘dream and hasn’t the knowledge college which is to make her a
make its substitute successful, {ioctor. And this is but one of the
¢ brings & whirling mixture of 20y moments, both dramati
elty' mockery and le‘m CQI!HQ Wthh MlSl MCNC!
criticism. - Sometimes ig{provides. BN
U?R!TE IN DESPAIR

"Diana Sands, as the girl with
the doctor aspirations—as well as!
.the more mundane interests of
‘:omeone hardly out of the teens’
{—1s at once a sprite and a figure|
‘of despair. Ruby Dee, as the
daughter-in-law who has almost
lost her man to his ambitions, is
equally forthright and appealing
Ivan Dixon, as a college lad
from Nigeria who has a practical
idealism; Louis Gossett, as an-/
other collegian whose ideas are
not so lofty; John Fielder, as the
embarassed emissary of the
white neighborhood about to re-
'pel the invader; Glynn Turmap,
ias the youngster of the familp,
;and Lonne Elder, as our “herd|s
financially frustrated pal, eotfi-
:plete a cast of impressive staty
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SAC (100-44090) 2/5/59

{ e oo LGRRAIME VIVIAN HABSERARY mom‘. L S —
, " .. 8Ke=C ... N R TSI A

- IR At the roquest of the New York Office, the play "A Raisin . .
4 ¥ *{n tm Sun" was witnessed by the writer on 2A/59, The plot 4s . /1
s .summarized generzlly in Ph airtel 1/25/59, pages £ and 3, froma i
T review by JETRY GAGHAN of tbe Fhilladelphia Dally News, _

he M'n specifies that the action of the phy iaid
1n Chieago, south side, sometime between World War II and the
present, The play 1s in three aocts and ssven soenes, £ll S ER S
utilizins the simec set, & shabty tenement flat housing three
e generationsg the widowed mother, her son, age 35, her daughter,
A RS tg‘ 20. the son's wife, and thelr son, ago 11,

| * ohe pny eontains no cmnts of any nature ﬂ:out Comunun
_as such but 46z.s essentially with wegro aspirations, the problems
{nherent 1in their efforts to advance themselves, and varied attemnpts
at arrivins at solutions, The contrasting proposals for solutions

- are set up throuz) the gharacter édelineations of the widowed mother,
her son, &and her caughter, The specific bone of eontention which
i{s the gentrcl theme of the plot i the sum of $10,000 received by
tbe utdw es ] rcsult of the death of her late husband,

'rbe lmthcr is middle agnd, hard uorking. uugious. has a :
gtrong sense of right and wrong and what is fitting, is a firm-
minded dorminating matriarch with very strong feeling for femily

- unity. 8She represents $he fifth gensration of her iiue §n the = -
_.United States and basically beliseves in uf'on advancing themselves
through & process of gradualism, 8She has lived in the same flat
since her marriare, B8he and her late husband always wanted & house
with eonveniences, adequate roon, and sunlight, 8he planned to use
~‘part of the inturance money for & house, B8he buys the house hastily
in a desperoice effort to hold the family together amd to forestall
a proposed abortion by the mewly pregnant daughter-in-law, 8She buys
the best house she can get for her money which happens to be in &
white neishbarinood since comperable houses in a negro development
_mre twice ae expensive. The other members of the fam!ly are appalkéd

tmt m boucht in & ubuc ullghborhood but are -unng to lcoept
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;e tnoluged in the PlayL .

- ‘ .‘utmp”_mw". }! 2

éf 8 rich, pucocessful bus{nese wman, Ke _
 gver emphatic ivy lsague clothes, He views his college work &s the

{“\
[#ﬁ

MEMO, BAC
Ph File 100-44030)

the problenms of moving since they are S0 afflicted with "ghetto-itis”
and have 8o great and so old & hunger for a house with adequate

. ... bedroome, 8pace, and light, . e - B e

ot Bon lacks the education he wished for and works as a

cﬁtufrcm' with $he hope or plan for a better job, He wants $0
" be on an economic par with his employer, wants to make *pig Geals®, .

fie has 80 Qualms about the ethics or honesty of his de2ls gut is s
willing to sell ligquor Yo other negroes against his mother's wishes,

.~ Be is alsd ectly ready to bribe gtate officials in erder to

expedite & liquor license since sveryone knows this 18 the way
things are done, ¥hen thwarted, he seeks escape by going off by

nimself sapd through arink, We is :mmtod with the remaining

26500 of the insurance money with imstructions to set aside $3,000
or his sisscr's medical education and to put the balance in 8
checking acoount which bhe will manage, EKaving been given a position
of trust, be promptly violates it by attempting toO {invest the money
{n & liquor business and it 1s stolen from him, Thereafter, bhe
joses his self yespect to the point where he expresses & willingness
%0 acoept an ofier to sell the house back to the white neighbors

at a profit, In the final scene, he regains his self respect a

the love &f tie family by rejecting the offers = . .. .

ehe dauzhter is a ¢ollege girl ef 20 who aspires to be &
édoctor in &n effort to fulfill 8 childhood ambition to hzlp people,
to heal then, to put ihsc topether again, At this point she seeks

" a means of self-expression &nd sslf-identification. BShe passes

from hobby to hobby, generally expensive, under the smiused and
tolerant @crTutiuy of the other women, Her comments anl her éis- ,
cussions with other oharagters produce such propegands wmessagss &d

et ~ L S e

To her mother she denles her belief in God and the existence
eof God, God dces not pay the suition, Things are what people make
them, not God, Her mother by superior force of will forces her to
vepeat, "iv my mother's house there 1is sti1l god", but the daughter

remains resentful and unsonvionced. , , :
. when her brothsr has stolen from him the $6500 insurance mon&/ ,
{oocluding her medical school tultion, she reviles him as ap .. .

. “She has t¥o suitors both of cone%'e status., One 18 the sen
g dressed in OVer DRITOM, - ’
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~ -tis_eowntry w.ll €o evil things even to each other, inc wii

‘ yiolence, &« indling, and political self -agerandizement but he s

- willing €O pasent these things 88 80 {ntermediate stage O0 the }
: nth to the ultimate goal., As for himself, he assuls that he may .~
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means of obtaining & fev facts, passing the eourses, and reoceiving
8 gegres, HNe is mot {nterested in bearing of her ideas and her

struggle towarz itenciiyiug terself dbut is primrily interested in - -
the girl fron & physical stapdpolute = - . o et oin

he other sultor s a3 an 'it'u‘ay'li.us;in: thl wxm "s'uu. . “

7 apd Cenada, Be is highly urbane aund weary nis ivy lesgue elothing

{n good taste, Ee tos {8 interested in the girl physically but is
obviously & man with & cause, he knows exactly what he wants and
{s pnot inclined tO waste time on trivia and side issues, His pure

pose is £ ool 0 Bimself Bo that be ean return to teach erd reise

level of the peopls of his villags, They must overthrow the

“pule of Euwropean nations, find politiozrl freedon, improve thouclvil

economicalliy amd educat ionally, and make their own future. He
anticipates in the process there will be 8 period when geop

assassinated in the ss and 1is agreeable toO this, If, on

- the other hand, he should gro¥ old and powerful and at that ¢ime
tries to holé his own pET too long or refuse to give way to nev - -

tdeae 80 trat young men waiting in the background should slit
his throat, toot will be a8 it should be, He is mildly and
amusedly critical of megroct who straighten the kiunks from thelr
hair and initste other ways of the whites. - These -people &re --——— - .
"gspimilssionists”, He comments upon, but 4s willing to acoept

the girl's 1ig:t guin gince he? profile remains negroid, He helps
to set w her self-identification with the independence move- .
in Sl 48 & matter which is ouly

went serice, {ncidentally,

_dulz eopTeUs by ¢he othsr wmeubers of the family except for ...

her ther who while @runk 1s carried swey and imag m:.humou -
r

s tridbal gulel). The Nigerian wants the girl to coupls
educat ion, WEYTY him, and return to Africa as a dootor. By t™#
end of she play this would appear to have become her goal.

rhere iz sne wWhite wman in the play vho comes to the ra:,i.ly

as the representative of & neighborhood {mprovement up.Be tries
to explain to them plausibly that they are wol wanted, that the
present residents fear for their investments and fear that the -

:\_,_;;liughbwhwd way Getericrute a8 & place in which to nmthnr
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: ehildren. K® effers to buy back tha house at & substant ial profit,
P Phe family is GBwiiec. The pecro sxplamtion for the white .. o -
i ©  pejection is ghat tha whites are grfraid we will marry them®, -
~ Thelir attitudte vomeard the offer of a deal is that the offer is - -
. .- degreding arY the acceptasnce would meake them lower Shan human, or .. -
. as the daus-ter describes her brother when he 18 eonsidering the = -

" effer, & “$octiLless Tat%, :

Fron the oriter's observations of the plot and the dialogue,
nothing Bpecicie was found that 4s psculiar to & CP program,
Audience Feaction varied eonsidersbly $o éifferent scenes and - -
lines, The quslity of some of the acting was applauvded, some of
the lines ércu gpplause primerily on 8 racial basis, others

appeared to be applauded notl only by negroes in the audience but

by & subctontial number of whites, “the play was well attended,
ndicate that t

Mg . Comments Bverud o from whites appeared to
3 ity of the soting, especially on
[ty

 appreciated the drame and the qual :
the part ©f CLAUDIA Mo KEIL W20 handled the part of the mother, -

Relatively fow ;woarcd to Guell on

the propagania MesSsSaAges,
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