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“Raisin in the Sun’
Im Rights Sold

lumbis Pictures has i
{rcd the screen rights to “A:
: in in the Sun,” the Lorraine
4Hansberry hit play at the Ethel
rrymore Theater. David Buss-
kind and Philip Rose will pro-
uce the film script which will

written by Miss Hansberry.
olumbia is also seeking the
ervices of Sidney Poitier and'

udia McNell, who are starred
the stage version, far t.hz'
een reproduction. |
The play deals with e|
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= IR isin jn the Sun™ ‘Although enly the most -con . :
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iward her—and us—by iem‘
8tging as people of great inner-
@cnity and strength, with the
papacity for rising to any crisisfw
Nhey become both believable and
ppealing, and their drama takes
pn power and significance. . -
TN TR . B
g The versaillity of Miss Hans
Perry’s gilt for character draw-
fng is indicated by her two central,
Roures, the family matriarch and |
per wayward son. Without great
gkill in the writing, the old
oman might have seemed a|
iche of sentimentality and the
young man a conventional slagc‘
weakling. The fact that the roles |
are so beautifully - played by:
McNell and _ Sidney!
E Poitier counts, of course, heavily,
i but the 28-year-old playwright's.
ability to see into the human,
b heart witn humor and under-;
f standing ‘s evident in both por-
Etraits, just ax it is, for example,
¥in the delightful charactetiza-’
ktions of the scatterbrained daugh-
ter and her Nigerian suitor.
< ® & ® N
:-There isn't a more enchanting,
portrayer ' of - humorous o.m;lI
 warm-hearted grandeur than
:Miss McNeil, who has all of Ethel;
EWaters’ richness of spirit in addi-!
tion to a quality of her own, and
ino finer young actor thdn Mr.
Poitier. But, then, every role is
isplendidly played. Everyone in

thumor of Ivan Lee as the young
Wigerian, and the sympathetic
directness of Ruby Dee es theL
ftroubled wife. And Lloyd chh-t»

Surds’ staging places him at o
‘Tamong the important directo
A Raisin in the Sun” is a victo
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LTHOUGH the acting in
Lorraine. Hangberry's "4

o Ralsin i the Sun” is ve-|
hemmt it never seema*
‘excessive er the direction ofa
" Lioyd Ric the scenes of
crisis {n the script touch off ex-
in the performance.

But the explosions never give
‘an lmpresskon ot belng u’bi-l
trary.
.For Mlss Hansberry has writ- R
}."gen a'homely play about they
- day-to-day anxieties of a Negro
‘family on the South Side of Chi-

" cago. Bom¢ of the troubles are
"uproariously funny; some of

. them are harrowing. Bince the
tharacters have great capacitvig
" for feeling, the emotional range!d
48 wide. The nervous, tensely!
paced performance of 8idney
Poitier as the wayward son and
‘the highly wrought pcr’urr*-1

©oRa

Y DI R I R

Ll e som of

ance of Claudia McNeil as the
unyielding matriarch have solid
footing in the script. Every-
thing is of a' piece—wriling.
_staging end acting. .
- The title comes from & poem
by Langston Hughes—"What
" happens to & dream deferred/!|
Poes it dry mp/Like a raisin
* §n the sun?” Literally, the plot
of Miss Hansberry's drama rc-
i volves around $10,000 that the
' - gnother recelves from the Mfe
“ tnsurance of her dead husband.
; * #re son, who is tired of working |
iy Ty ) chauffeur, wants to invest
it in a liquor store and become
*l big shot in the oommunit)
“!he mother wants to buy ac
,,Ihouse for berself and ber fam-,
“’,Sﬂy Ever since she was married
{“ghe has dreamed of escaping'
\"¢rom thelr grubby tenement. - {
iZ What happens to the $10,000
«tuppuea the dynamic of the'
Bince ™A Raisin in the
bhas the gift of emetion-,
involving the sudience in
crises. of the play, the sudi-
cannot be indifferent -to:
solution. But Miss Hans-
ot written a melo-
ur xhe.si.s-_pl or n‘
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less commonp‘ncz, “r‘;
AV} Sun” would stj}.
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house ‘n & white neighborhood,
A ‘Raisin In the Sun” touches
pn the inflammatory topic of
race relations. Miss Hansherry
faces the tssue frankly, giving
the spokesman .far the white
people ag much d!gnlty a8 his_
humiliating - situation l.ffords.,
But she argues no causes. Note'
that she resolves the situation’

- pot In terms of social justice

BEt in terms of the pride of a
family that has ethical stand-"
erds. Not the least remarkable
aspect of “A Raisin in the Bun";
is the unvarying humanity of
the suthor's point of view. Al-°
though Mits Hansberry is aware

. of the big social and political

izsues, she has sufficient inde-
‘pendence aof mind to concen-,
trate on the everyday problems
of a family. Bhe has succeeded
in confining herself to whnt she
wants to z8y. : .
*If she is lucky tn her u:tors
they are lucky in their author."
Her play gives them the oppor-
tunity to stage & rousing per-

‘formance that is supported by

the simple truths of the story.
Apart from Mr. Poftier’s search-
ing performance and Miss Mc-
Neil's characterization of

‘worn woman with a noble spirit.
the cast includes other excellent
actors—notably Diana 8ands as
the acrimonious daughfer who
knows all the slogans but'very
lttle about life. Altogether, “A.
in the Sun” is a lvely,

-
TTo——

——————

—
JoR)

ALL BiFOZATION CONTANNED
ERER!S UELASCITIED
DATE o575 BYsrsiafodt/

Sy 102397 - 198

SEARCHED..ocsem.r INDEXED o
SERIALIZEQMAK YLD L]

P

NEW YO




TSTN TN THE SUN
..} BOUGHT FOR FILM

: Susskind to Be Co-Producer
of Hit Play for Columbis—
_ Patricia Crest Gets Role |

g
= Ty
*n‘(‘
e
e
— e TN e —

R 7S

CLIPPING FRON TEE

- !- Y- Nynm‘

it fade €

pr-—__ 1 APR 1959
P Y3

=] Yol T Y R TTA

-Am DS ol It SR
4\1\3‘ FOT™ I BY EY DIVISIW

AL BFCRHIATON C2:TARED
ERE 1S LS ASSED
DATE 1)s/s” Bisstinfind/

o = f02292

SEARCHED_...——'"DEXE_——
SERIAL! o

AER 11959

. 424 FB1—NEW YORK
Loc

(00~107297 17§




. \
L A AN R A
: ot ptart T Y

.mp .\0.,.-_»'.. ',\:""(‘ ‘ &_&'} t

fi: Crmcs <

'(‘.

! Xm 'Hnnlbcrry' "Redheu!" du'a,

-;. s :". R IP I “ m .5\
"’°“‘°“°'¢°N°f'°°‘a“’*°¥~.m£zm,m'm i’ j
! g °tm°"-”m'”m“1mﬂch Duerrenmatt's :
ZClrcle members is concerned. '
% {for George Dillon” took fix;
=.. t‘uj» ved six of "m:‘immm_zﬁhﬁge EDITICT ‘_01(/
: and the
ithe Algonquin Hotel Jate Tues- |27C & l
day. Supporting it were man.. D"'m, g P > o 4/ /rj——
n m ~ - e -t
B dnternational, - ’ ‘ - J e ——
Bl [Saturday Review, New ot - FAC 3 -

md Morning Telegram, . e

e L | ~An vAo 207D BY KY DIVISION
Five wvotes sach went Yor; V\“ FAs s

o ot s L ‘ ALL IO O CONTAIED
eSS prneps [ ASCLED

UATE o/gfexBstasatlad.

SRS ,, | Jor- 162277-9.0°




b

- o

e U S —

.

e
AN K]

BTk
- . -

e
L e e W .

.

—ﬂ'

et e e ——— e e

Bl =

-_p‘-.c..q

I_-_I_g__ Dream Came True,

Lorraine Hansberry ™=

ORRAINE HANSBERRY
began by wanting to be &
painter. 8he was & “Jousy
painter,” fn her own words,
Bhe then turned to writing.
That ghe is not a “lousy”
writer is attested toby the
fact that Tuesday she won the
New York Drama Critics Circle
award for the best American
play of the sea-

Womam 8on. There are a
n the number of “not
S News onlys” involved in

er triumph. Not
. only is she just 28
ars old; not only iz she a
egre: not only is she the
first Negro woman ever to
have a play on Broadway, let
alone to win an award; but
also “A Raisin {n the Sun”
was her first produced play.
Miss Hansberry, who in her
domestic life is Mrs. Robert
Nemiroff, wife of a music
publisher and song writer, is
voluble, energetic, pretty and
small. She does not lack for
fdeas: before “A Raisin in the
Bun™ ghe had written three
other plays, all unfinished and
unproduced, short stories and
fragments of storier and
plays. A kind of literary
limbering up.

Friedman-Abeles

Not a “Negro play,” but
one about people who
happentobe Negroes.

'N L"‘.-"'AJSI’

APR 9 1959
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Had Audience for Work

She did have an gudience
for her work—her husband
and their friends. One eve-
ning. after seeing & play, she
told ber husband that she was
going to “write 8 social drama
about Negroes that will be
good art.” 8he did, after
writing & four-bour effort
that was really two plays.
Revision, excision and con-
cision resulted in *“A Raizin
tn the Sun.”

Miss Hansberry was bomn
fn Chicago, the daughter of &
well-to-do real-estate man.
Bhe studied painting at the
Chicago Art Institute and the
University of Wisconsin, and

there was a painting period

tn Guadalajara, Mexico. -
8he came to New York in
1850 and was married in 1953.
For a few years after her
marrisge she worked at vari-
ous jobs — salesgirl, cashier,
E:ducer'l helper—and. mean-
e, kept writing. In 1854
she turned to plays.

Her literary god s Bean
O’Casey, the Irish playwTight,
whom, she says, “establighes
the nobility of man by show-
fng him in all his inarvelous
complexity.”

“Or Does Tt Explode?”

Miss Hansberry, whose play

4 wh! bﬂhg more rewards for
our !tnenuon than mysti-
cism.

The title of her play comes
from a poem by Langston
Hughes called ‘“Harlem.” The
poem asks: “What ha
to a dream deferred:/
ft dry up like a raisin in the
sun/ Does it fester like a
sore and then ‘run © © &
Or does It explode?”

Miss Hansberry, whose
dreams have neither dried up
nor festered nor exploded,
lives in Bleecker Street, Green-
wich Village, with her hus-
band and a dog named Spice.
They live in a walk-up apart-
ment, lined with books. Miss
Hansberry likes to ski, to go
to the theatre, to see movies.

" Bhe likes to play table tennis
and would like, and is plan-
ning. to write more plays and

perhaps some opera librettl -

s about Negroes, is exasper ~

ated by producers who think
of plays with Negro charact-
ers as “Negro plays” Her

ghy. she says, ks about be- .
jevable, many-sided people

who happen to be Negroes
It was produced by two men
who had mever produced &
Bl:y before—Philip Rose and

vid J. Cogan.

Her play, she says, is con-
-eerned with dreams, the
dreams that all persons have,
the dreame that are problems
JBu! ghe believes that “science

$
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"Tho Kev ¥ori: Times®, late city edition for
u na.éf'g, containg an article entitled *'Lnisin In The Sun'

- ¥or tgéu". mmﬁf&m ele ataigu mﬁo m:amnawmﬁ
‘anrwuneed purchaso of sereen rights t Droadway
plyy "A Ralsin In The sun” by LORMALR HANISBERRY., The
erilele states sourcos in Now York (not idontified) namod
e purchase price as £300,000.
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Prize W(]h

By a Negro Girl, 28

Drama Critics Pi

ck

‘Raisin in Sun’

ET Lorraine Hausberry for Award

f‘ ‘lﬁy ‘Stuart W. Little

“Lorraine Hansberry, a twen-

f-eight-year-old Negro play-
&ight, won the drama critics’
ward for best American play
f the season yesterday with
gr first play, “A Raisin in the
She won out against
ih top American playwriting
mmpetition as Tennessee Wil-
ums, Archibald MacLeish and

un.”

gene O'Neill, :

iss Hansberry's play sbout

life of a Negro family on

eago’s South Side is the

¢ by a Negro to win & Drama
fics Circle award. The voting
B close. “A Raisin in the

g1" gained six votes. Tied for

¢ond at five votes each were
Gweet Bird of Youlh” by Wil-

gm and “JB” by MacLeish,
eill's “A Touch of the Poet”

eceived three votes.
.'The| critics, at their annual
arc

s b e e e e =
i
L]

meeting at the Hotel

Algonquin, also voted J}Txe
Visit,” ‘by Friedrich Duerren-
matt, best play by a for¢ign
author &nd the French revue
‘Le Plume de Msa Tante” as
best musical.

When she heard the news
yesterday  afternoon, Miss
Hansberry was alone with her
dog Spice in her small third-
floor walk-up apartment at 337
Bleecker St. Until late in the
afternoon she was unable toi
locate her husband, Robert
Nemiroff, to give him the news.

*Jt's Beautiful” :
“It's & little hard to digest.”
Miss Hansberry said of her tri-!
umph. “We f{ell we were doing
something good and we felt we'
were doing something impor-
tant for the theater. Whether we
would have any recognition was.
another question. Now that it's
happened, it's beautiful.”

Miss Hansberry said her suc-
cess, while perhaps increasing
ithe demands upon her time,
twould not interfere with her
hedule of work. That, she

d, was laid out even before
A Raisin in the Sun” opened

arch 11 at the Barrymore

Jjater. Bhe judged that it
&o{ld be “a long time”pefore
her next play is ready—pirhaps

-

# ylar or two.

s

s

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIED

RERZLR S

ERCLASSIFIED

DATE _gfsx/sv B st-ubinpml/

SV (07297 -0

bre

SEARCHED..covecnnr INDEYED .. e..
SERIALIZE YD I ot TL 50t e
107q

e

! ]
H 2 FRI— NFW ¥y




Review”; Emory Lewis
" and Joseph T. Shipley
of “The New Leader.” :

Voting for “Sweet Bird of
Youth” were Walter Kerr of the,
New York Herald Tribune; John
McClain of *“The Journal-!
‘American”; Frank Aston of)
“The World - Telegram and
‘BSun”; Thomas R. Dash of,
“Wolnen's Wear Daily,” and,
Ward Morehouse of the 8. I,
Wewhouse newspapers.

Voting for “J.B."” were Brooks.
Atkinson of “The New York'
Times”; John Chapman of,
“The Daily News”, Richard
Cooke of “The Wall Street.
Journal”; Ethel Colby of “The’
‘Journal of Commerce” and'
“T. H. Wenning of “Newsweek.":

Voting for “A Touch of the
Poet” were Robert Coleman of,
“The Daily Mirror”; Richard:
Watts jr. of “The New York,
Post,” and Mark Barron of The;
Associated Press.

On Foreign Play !

The voting for best foreign
play was as follows: ten votesl
‘for ‘““The Visit,” which opened
‘with the Lunts last May and
‘closed in November; six votes
for “Epitaph for George Dil- ‘
lon,” the British niay by John;
Osborne and Anthony Creigh-
ton which had two openings
on Broadway this season: one
vote for "The Power and the,
Glory,” one vote for “Rasho-
mon” and one abstention.

The voting for best musical
was as follows: twelve votes for
“La Plume de Ma Tante,” the
all-French musical revue by
Robert Dhery; three votes for
“Redhead,” two votes for,
“Flower Drum Song,” one vote'
‘for “The Seven Deadly Sins"
and one sbstention. I
- Presiding at the awsrds
‘meet was Mr. McChin,
_presitjent of the Drama ics!
Circl !

-—— Lo .
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ,
AUG 1 o
T0  : SAC, NEW YORK ' DATE: b

L1¢ FroM — SUPERVISOR, #42

q SUBJECT: SECURITY INDEX TABULATION

S In accordance vith Bureau instructions, a review - -
has been made of Security Index cases to tabulate the T T R,
occupation of the subject and the product produced by the
employer. The information obtained on stapled Photostat
below was furnished to theBureau by letter dated 8/3/59.
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[0 Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

[0 Infommation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of ybur request.

0

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[J Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
- , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

—————  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

.____L Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):
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OFFICE MEMORAND ™ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT -
O H SAC , WEW YORK (‘}00479725) DATE: 8/27/59 KG‘U
b | rrox : o ]
ALL TRPORMATTON COXTATRED
BEREIN IS Colen .0dusaad
SUBJECT H CAMP WINGDALE EXCEFI WHE~x SHOWN
1S-C OTHERNISE - °
P |

APPROPRIATE AGENCIES |

ANG FIELD OFFICES 7
ATTISED BY ROUTING \
SLIP (S) OoF MJwLC L’)b
DATE 7L11¢2!y2/
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material available for release to you.
[J Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

[]  Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

]  Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

[0 Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

[0 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to yod or the subject of your request.

O

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[J Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

_L Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):
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indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of yt)ur request.
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, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.
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Tho iollowlng is the most nctnt pluco of omploymont. tmploymont uddrtu, cnd rni'.!:éo} l (___D
oddnn of the above subject as contained on the lubjuct'l Sccuxlty !ndox Cﬂd - ~
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM *%*  UNITED STATES GOVERNME

. .
.- CONF AL
* t SAC, Omaha (100-6306) Date: FPebruary 15,” 1660
FROM : SAC, Milwaukee (100-12874 ) . INFOR!,MI-M‘Z(:% gm
UBJE FAETN 730 el
- gXCE.r: ..o SHOWN
570 ’ o OTHERWISE _

LSS BY
00 - Qmaha _
v BUEOF REviw AR 7 T

On January 13, 1950, CJS source tho nas B sl to material

in the possession of G TR S
furnishe copies of corres
S8ummer and fall ¢ 1957 to.

3 ngdaie during the summer of 1959 ang

y cf Ioua during the fall of 1659. These photostats
are described as folicws and will be identified by the items number
on the fact of this letter designating enclosures for appropriate
file coples.

Item 1: paie lecter dated June 24th to_from-

Item 2: ‘2"3:8 le*fer‘uraaued on Wingdale Camp stationery to

Item 3: undated and uncaptioned

fuith hanowritAen addendﬁm byt
which may have been a supplement to item

Item 4: 2. paie typewritten letter datelined "Monday" to-

from
Item 5: 3-page undated letter to -with
handwriting addendum from 00 _,/07477 07392

4 - omaha (Encls. - & 1items 1,2,3,4,5)(RMY SEARCHED,
(1 - University of Iowa Socialist Club (En{',

with supplement described on this copy)
1l - 100-new) (Encls. - 2, items 1, 3

&

? 100-127489 £Encls - 5, items 1,2,3,
100- Encls. -
29]}?Encls - 2™%ens 1,4)
t?gc 82 - 2, items 2,3) (
- g em :
Veterans o ranam Lincoin Briga e)(Encl - 1, item &) ‘
2 - Milwaukee {100- 1287h)(Encls - 5, items 1-5) ’
- 100-12960, | O s g LCON TIAL
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