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BOOKS printed for F. and J. Nobl e, 

i. ? | '^HE Hiftory of a Young Lady of Diftinc- 
X tion. In a Series of Letters, 2 vols. price 

bound 6s. 

2. The Mufe in Good Humour. A Colledion 
of Comic Tales, price bound 3s. 

3. The Hiffory of Man, in a variety of remark¬ 
able and entertaining Relations. 2 vols. price 
bound 6s. 

4. The Child’s Entertainment. Being a Collec¬ 
tion of Riddles on the moil familiar Subjects, price 
bound Six-pence. 

* 

5. A Letter of Confolation to a Noble Lady 
upon the Differences between her and her Lord, 
price is. 

6. Roxana y or, the Fortunate Miftrefs. price 
bound 3s. 

7. The Life of the famous Moll Flanders, price 
bound 3s. 

8. The Art of Governing a Wife, price 3s. 

9. Britifh Liberty; or, a Sketch of the Laws in 
Force relating to Court-Leets, and Petty-Juries, 
price Six-pence. 

10. The Veftry laid open; or, a Detection of 
the grofs Abufes of Seled-Veftries. price is. 

11. The Power and Pradice of the Court-Leet 
of the City and Liberty of IVeJlminfter Dilplay’d. 
price Six-pence. 
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Obfervations and Memorials of the moil remarkable 
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By a Citizen, who lived the whole Time in 
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HISTORY 
OF THE 

P L A G U E. 

T was about the Beginning of Sep¬ 
tember 1664, that I, among the Red 
of my Neighbours, heard, in ordi¬ 
nary Difcourfe, that the Plague'was 
return'd again in Holland, for it 

had been very violent there, and particularly 
at Amfterdam and Roterdam, in the Year 1663. 
whether they Jay, it was brought, feme laid from 
Italy\ ethers from the Levant among Ibrne Goods, 
which were brought home by their Turkey- 
Fleet ^ others faid it was brought from Candia; 
others from Cyprus. It matter’d not, from whence 
it came; but all agreed, it was come into Hol¬ 
land again. 

We had no fuch thing as printed News-Pa¬ 
pers in thofe Days, to fpread Rumours and Re¬ 
ports of Things • and to. improve them by the 
Invention of Men, as I have liv'd to fee practis'd 
fince, But fuch things as thofe were gather’d 

B froi^ 



2 The History of 

from the Letters of Merchants, and others, who 
correfponded abroad, and from them was handed 
about by Word of Mouth only; fo that things 
did not fpread inftantly over the whole Nation, 
as they do now. But it feems that the Govern- 
ment had a true Account of it, and feveral Coun- 
fels were held about Ways to prevent its coming 
over; but all was kept very private. Hence it 
was, that this Rumour died off again, and Peo¬ 
ple began to forget it, as a thing we were very little 
concern’d in, and that we hoped was not true ; 
till the latter End of November, or the Beginning 
of December 1664, when two Men, faid to be 
Frenchmen, died of the Plague in Long-Acre, or 
rather at the upper End of Drury-Lane. The 
Family they were in, endeavour’d to conceal it as 
much as poffible; but as it had gotten fome 
Vent in the Difcourfe of the Neighbourhood, 
the Secretaries of State got Knowledge of it. 
And concerning themfelves to enquire about it, 
in order to be certain of the Truth, two Phyii- 
cians and a Surgeon were order’d to go to the 
Houfe, and make Inipection. This they did ; 
and finding evident Tokens of the Sickneis upon 
both the Bodies that were dead, they gave their 
Opinions publickly, that they died of the Plague : 
Whereupon it was given in to the Parifh Clerk, 
and he alfo return’d them to the Hall; and it 
was printed in the weekly Bill of Mortality in 
the ufual manner, thus. 

Plague 2. Parijhes infeSled I. 

The People iliew’d a great Concern at this, 
and began to be alarm’d all over the Town, and 

' the more, bccaufe in the laid Week in December 
1664, another Man died in the fame Houfe, and 

of 



the PLAGUE. 3 

of the fame D idem per : And then we were eafy 
again for about fix Weeks, when none having 
died with any Marks of Xnfe&ion, it was faid, 
the Diflemper was gone; but after that, X think 
it was about the 12th o{February, another died in 
another Houfe, but in the fame Parifh, and in 
the fame manner. 

I his turn’d the X^eoples Eyes pretty "much to¬ 
wards that End of the Town; and the weekly 
Bills lhe wing an Increafe of Burials in St. Giles's 
Parifh more than ufual, it began to be fufpe&ed, 
that the Plague was among the People at that 
End of tl ie Town ; and that many had died of it, 
tho5 they had taken Care to keep it as much from 
the Knowledge of the Publick, as poffible : This 
poffefs’d the Heads of the People very much, and 
few car’d to go thro’ Drury-Lane, or the other 
Streets fufpedled, unlefs they had extraordinary 
Bufinefs, that obliged them to it. 

This Increafe of the Bills flood thus; the ufual 
Number of Burials in a Week, in the Paddies of 
St. Giles's in the Fields, and St. Andrew's Hoi- 
born, were from 12 to 17 or 19 each, few more 
or lefs ; but from the Time that the Plague firfl 
began in St. Giles's Parifh, it was obferv’d, that 
the ordinary Burials increafed in Number confi- 
derably. For Example, 

From Dec. 27th to Jan. 3. St. Giles's •——16 
St. Andrew's --17 

Jan. 3. to-10. St. Giles's ---12 
St. Andrew's-25 

Jan. 10. to——17. St. Giles's -18 
St, Andrew's-18 

From 
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From Jan. 17. to Jan. 24. St. Giles's --23 
St. Andrew's-16 

Jan. 24. to — 31. St. Giles's ——24 
Si. Andrew's——15 

30. to Feb. 7. St. Giles's -21 
St. Andrew's--2 3 

Fkk 7. to — 14. St. Giles's --24 
whereof one of the Plague, 

The like Increafe of the Bills was obferv’d in 
the Parifhes of St. Brides, adjoining on one Side 
of Holhorn Parifh, and in the Parifh of St. James 
Clarkenwell, adjoining on the other Side of Hoi- 
horn *, in both which Parifhes the ufual Numbers 
that died weekly, were from 4 to 6 or 8, whereas 
at that time they were increas’d, as follows. 

From Dec. 20. to Dec. 27. St. Brides —— o 
St. James —— 8 

Dec. 27. to Jan. 3, St. Brides — 6 
St. James — 9 

Jan. _ 3. to —— 10. St. Brides — —11 
St. James •—- 7 

Jan. 1 a. to—— 17. St. Brides ■— —12 
St. James — 9 

Jan. 17. to —— 24. St. Brides — 9 
St. James — *5 

Jan. 24. to- ■ 31. St. Brides — 8 

St. James «— —12 

From 
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From Jan. 31. to Feb. 7, St. Brides —33 

St. James —- 5 

FVE 7. to — 14. St. Brides —12 
St. James — 6 

Befides this, it was obferv’d with great Un- 
eaiinefs by the People, that the weekly Bills in 
general increas’d very much during thefe Weeks, 
altho5 it was at a Time of the Year, when ufually 
the Bills are very moderate. 

The ufual Number of Burials within the Bills 
of Mortality for a Week, was from about 240 
or thereabouts, to 300. The laft was efteem’d a 
pretty high Bill; but after this we found the Bills 
lucceflively increafing, as follows. 

Increafed 
Dec. the 20. to the 27th, Buried 291: — 

27. to the 3 Jan. - 349- 58 
January 3. to the 10. 394. 45 

10. to the 17. -- 415. —--21 

17. to the 24. 474. --59 

This laft Bill was really frightful, being a 
higher Number than had been known to have 
been buried in one Week, fince the preceeding 
Vifitation of 1656. 

However, all this went off again, and the 
Weather proving cold, and the Froff which be¬ 
gan in December, ftill continuing very fevere, even 
till near the End of February, attended with fharp 
tho5 moderate Winds, the Bills decreas’d again, 
and the City grew healthy, and every body began 
to look upon the Danger as good as over*, only 
that ftill the Burials in St. Giles9s continu’d high : 
From the Beginning of April elpecially they flood 
at 25 each Week, till the "Week from the 18th to 
the 25th, when there was buried in St. Giles's 

B 3 Pari Hi 



6 The History of 

Parifh 30, whereof two of the Plague, and 8 of 
the Spotted-Fever, which was look’d upon as the 
fame thing; likewife the Number that died of 
the Spotted-Fever in the whole increafed, being 
8 the Week before, and 12 the week above- 
named. 

This alarm’d us all again, and terrible Appre- 
henfions were among the People, efpecially the 
Weather being now chang’d and growing warm, 
and the Summer being at Hand : However, the 
next Week there feem’d to be fome Flopes again, 
the Bills were low, the Number of the Dead in 
all was but 388, there was none of the Plague, 
and but four of the Spotted-Fever. 

But the following Week it return’d again, and 
the Diftemper was fpread into two or three other 
Parifhes (viz.) St. Andrew's Holborn, St. Clement's- 
Danes, and to the great Afflidtion of the City, 
one died within the Walls, in the Panfh of St. 
Mary - Wool- Church, that is to fay, in B ear binder- 
Dane* near Stocks-market; in all there were nine 
of the Plague, and fix of the Spotted-Fever. It 
was however upon Enquiry found, that this French¬ 
man who died in Bearbinder-Lane, was one who, 
having liv’d in Lcng-Acre, near the infedled Houfes, 
had removed for fear of the Diftemper, not know¬ 
ing that he was already infedted. 

This was the beginning of May, yet the Wea¬ 
ther was temperate, variable and cool enough, 
and People had ftill fome Hopes: That which en¬ 
courag’d them was, that the City w7as healthy, the 
whole 97 Parifhes buried but 54, and we began 
to hope, that as it was chiefly among the Peo¬ 
ple at that End of the Town, it might go no far¬ 
ther; and the rather, becaufe the next Week which 
was from the 9th, of May to the 16th there died 
but three, of which hot one within the whole 
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City or Liberties, and St. Andrew's buried but 15, 
which was very low : 5Tis true, St. Giles's buried 
two and thirty, but Bill as there was but one of the 
Plague, People began to be eafy, the whole Bill 
alfo was very low, for the Week before, the Bill 
was but 347, and the Week above-mentioned but 
343 : We continued in thefe Hopes for a few Days. 
But it was but for a few ; for the People were no 
more to be deceived thus; they fearch’d the Houles, 
and found that the Plague was really fpread every 
way, and that many died of it every Day : So that 
now' all our Extenuations abated, and it was no 
more to be concealed, nay it quickly appeared that 
the Infedtion had fpread itfelf beyond all Hopes of 
Abatement: that in the Parifh of St. Giles's, it 
was gotten into feveral Streets, and feveral Fami¬ 
lies lay all frck together ; And, accordingly, in the 
Weekly Bill for the next Week, the thing began to 
ihew itfelf; there was indeed but 14 fet down of the 
Plague, but this was all Knavery and Collufion, 
for St. Giles's Parifh they buried 40 in all, where¬ 
of it was certain moll of them died of the Plague, 
though they were fet down of other Diftempers ; 
and though the Number of all the Burials were 
not increafed above 32, and the whole Bill being 
but 385, yet there was 14 of the Spotted-Fever, 
as well as 14 of the Plague ; and we took it 
for granted upon the whole, that there were 50 
died that Week of the Plague. 

The next Bill was from the 23d of May to the 
30th, when the Number of the Plague was 17 : 

But the Burials in St. Giles’s were 53, a frightful 
Number! of whom they fet down but. 9 of the 
Plague : But on an Examination more ftridlly by 
the Juflices of the Peace, and at the Lord Mayor's 
Requeft, it was found there were 20 more, who 
were really dead of the Plague in that Parifh, but 

/ B 4 had 
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had been fet down of the Spotted-Fever or other 
Dilternpers, belides others concealed. 

JDUl thofe were trifling Things to what followed 
immediately after; for now the Weather fet in hot, 
and from the flrft Week in June, the Infection 
fpread in a dreadful Manner, and the Bills rife 
high, the Articles of the Fever, Spotted-Fever, 
and Teeth, began to fwell: For all that could con¬ 
ceal their Diftempers, did it to prevent their 
Neighbours fhunning and refilling to converfe 
with them; and alfo to prevent Authority fhut- 
ting up their Houles, which though it was not 
yet pradtifed, yet was threatned, and People were 
extremely terrify’d at the Thoughts of it. 

The Second Week in June, the Parifh of St. 
Giles s, where ftill the Weight of the Infection 
jay, buried 120, whereof though the Bills laid but 
68 of the Plague ; every Body laid there had been 
100 at leak, calculating it from the ufual Number 
of Funerals in that Parifli as above. 

Till this Week the City continued free, there 
having never any died except that one Frenchman, 
who I mention’d before, within the whole 97 Pa- 
rifhes. Now there died four within the City, one 
in Wood-fir eet, one in Fenchurch-jtreet, and tv/o in 
Crooked-lane : Southwark was entirely free, having 
not one yet died on that Side of the Water. 

I liv’d without Aldgate, about mid-w7ay between 
Aldgate-Church and Whit e-Chapel-Bars, on the left 
Hand or North-fide cf the Street; and as the 
X)Temper had not reach’d to that Side of the City, 
our Neighbourhood, continued very eafy: But at 
tile other End of the Town, their Confternation 
■was very great; and the richer fort of People, ef- 
pcciaiiy the Nobility and Gentry, from the Weft- 
part of. the City throng’d out of Town, with their 
Families and Servants in an unufal Manner ; and 

particularly feen in White-Chapel; tins was C \ TP 
1.1 aC‘i C 

tn at 



the plague:. 

that is to fay, the Rroad-ftreet where I liv9d : In¬ 
deed nothing was to be feen but Waggons and 
Carts, with Goods, Women, Servants, Children, 
&c, Coaches fill’d with People of the better Sort,: 
and Horfemen attending them, and all hurrying 
away; then empty Waggons and Carts appear’d, 
and Spare-horfes with Servants, who it was appa¬ 
rent were returning or fent from the Countries to 
fetch more People : Befides innumerable Num¬ 
bers of Men on Horfeback, fome alone, others with 
Servants, and generally fpeaking, all loaded with 
Baggage and fitted out for travelling, as any one 
might perceive by their Appearance. 

This was a very terrible and melancholy Thing 
to fee, and as it was a Sight which I con’d not but 
look on from Morning to Night; for indeed there 
was nothing elfe or Moment to be feen, it filled 
me with very ferious Thoughts of the Mifery that 
was coming upon the City, and the unhappy Con¬ 
dition of thofe that would be left in it. 

This Hurry of the People was inch for fome 
Weeks, that there was no getting at the Lord- 
Mayor’s Door without exceeding Difficulty ; there 
was fuch prefixing and crouding there to get PafTes 
and Certificates of Health, for fuch as travelled 
abroad; for, without thefe, there was no being ad¬ 
mitted to pafs thro’ the Towns upon the Road, 
or to lodge in any Inn : Now as there had none 
died in the City for all this time, My Lord Mayor 
gave Certificates of Health without any Difficulty 
to all thofe who liv’d in the 97 Parifhes, and to 
thofe within the Liberties too tor a while. 

This Hurry, I fay, continued fome Weeks, that 
is to fay, all the Month of May and June, and the 
more becaufe it was rumour’d that an order of 
the Government was to be iffued out, to place 
Turn-pikes and Barriers on the Road; to prevent 

Peoples 



io The History of 

Peoples travelling •, and that the Towns on the 
Road, would not luffer People from London to pafs, 
for fear of bringing the Infedlion along with them, 
though neither of thefe Rumours had any Founda¬ 
tion, but in the Imagination ; efpecially at firft. 

I now began to confider ferioufly with myfelf, 
concerning my own Cafe, and how I fhould dif- 
pofe of myfelf; that is to fay, whether I fhould 
refolve to ftay in London, or fhut up my Houfe 
and flee, as many of my Neighbours did. I have 
fet this particular down fo fully, becaufe I 
know not but it may be of Moment to thofe who 
come after me, if they come to be brought to the 
fame Diftrefs, and to the fame Manner of making 
their Choice, and therefore I defire this Account 
may pafs with them, rather for a Direction to 
themfelves to a£t by, than a Hiftory of my A6f- 
ings, feeing it may not be of one Farthing value 
to them to note what became of me. 

I had two important things before me ; the one 
was the carrying on my Bufmefs and Shop ; which 
was confiderable, and in which was embark’d all 
my Effefe in the World ; and the other was the 
Prefervation of my Life in fo difmal a Calamity, 
as I faw apparently was coming upon the whole 
City ; and which, however great it was, my Fears 
perhaps, as well as other Peoples, reprefented to 
be much greater than it could be. 

The firft Confideration was of great Moment 
to me ; my Trade was a Sadler ^ and as my Deal¬ 
ings were chiefly not by a Shop or Chance Trade, 
but among the Merchants, trading to the Englijh 
Colonies in Anierica , fo my E ft eels lay very much 
in die hands of inch. I was a iingle Man 5tis true, 
but I had a Family of Servants, who I kept at my 
Bufmefs, had a Houfe, Shop, and Ware-houfes 
filPdr with Goods ; and in fhort, to leave them all 
as things in fuch a Cafe muft be left, that is to 

fay 
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fay, without any Overfeer or Perfon fit to be 
trufted with them, had been to hazard the Lofs 
not only of my Trade, but of my Goods, and 
indeed of all I had in the World. 

I had an Elder Brother at the fame Time in 
London; and not many Years before come over 
from Portugal; and advifing with him, his Anfwer 
was in three Words the lame that was given in 
another Cafe quite different, (viz. Mafter fave thy 
[elf. In a Word, he was for my retiring into the 
Country, as he refolv’d to do himfelfwith his Fa¬ 
mily j telling me, what he had it ieems, heard 
abroad, that the bed: Preparation for the Plague 
wras to run away from it. As to my Argument 
of lofing my Trade, my Goods, or Debts, he 
quite confuted me: He told me the fame thing, 
which I argued for my Haying, (viz.) Phat I would 
truft God with my Safety and Health, was the 
itrongeft Repulfe to my Pretenfions of lofing my 
Trade and my Goods; for, fays he, is it not as 
reafonable that you fhould truft God with the 
Chance or Rifque of lofing your Trade, as that 
you fhould flay in fo eminent a Point of Danger, 
and truft him with your Life ? 

I could not argue that I was in any Straight, as 
to a Place where to go, having feveral Friends 
and Relations in North amp G7ifhirey whence our 
Family firft came from ; and particularly, I had 
an only Sifter in Lincolnfhire, very willing to re¬ 
ceive and entertain me. 

My Brother, who had already fent his Wife and 
two Children into Bedfordfmre, and refolv’d to 
follow them, prefs’d my going very earneftly, 
and I had once refolv’d to comply with his De¬ 
fires, but at that time could get no Horfe : For 
tho5 it is true, ail the People did-not go out of 
the City of London ; yet I may venture to fay, that 
in a manner all the Horfes did j for there v/as 

hardly 
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hardly a Horfe to he bought or hired in the- 
whole City for fame Weeks. Once I refolv’d to 
travel on Foot with one Servant; and as many 
did, lie at no Inn, but carry a Soldier’s Tent with 
us, and fo lie in the Fields, the Weather being 
very warm, and no danger from taking cold: I 
fay, as many did, becaufe feveral did fo at laft, 
efpecially thofe who had been in the Armies in 
the War which had not been many ‘Years pail; 
and I mud: needs fay, that fpeaking of fecond 
Caufes, had moft of the People that travelled, 
done fo, the Plague had not been carried into fo 
many Country-Towns and Houles, as it was, to 
the great Damage, and indeed to the Ruin of 
abundance of People. 

But then rny Servant, who I had intended to 
take clown with me, deceiv’d me; and being 
frighted at the Inereafe of the Diffemper, and 
not knowing when I fhould go, he took other 
Meafures, and left me, fo I was put off for that 
Time; and one way or other, I always found 
that to appoint to go away was always crofs’d 
by fome Accident or other, fo as to difappoint 
and put it off again *, and this brings in a Story 
which otherwifc might be thought a neecllefs Di- 
greffion, {viz.) about thefe Difappointments be¬ 
ing from Heaven. 

I mention this Story alfo as the beft Method 
I can advife any Perfon to take in fuch a Cafe, 
efpecially, if he be one that makes Confcience of 
his Duty, and would be directed what to do in 
it, namely, that he fhould keep his Eye upon the 
particular Providences which occur at that Time, 
and .look upon them complexly, as they regard 
one another, and as altogether regard the Que- 
ftion before him, and then I think,' he may fafely 
take them for Intimations from Pleaven of what 
is his unqueflion’d Duty to do in luck a Cafe; 

I 
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I mean as to going away from, or Laying in the 
Place where we dwell, when vifited with an in¬ 
fectious Diftemper. 

It came very warmly into my Mind, one Morn¬ 
ing, as I was mufing on this particular things 
that as nothing attended us without the Direction 
or Permiffion of Divine Power, fo thefe Dilap- 
pointments mull have fomething in them extraor¬ 
dinary ; and I ought to confider whether it did 
not evidently point out, or intimate to me, that it 
was the Will of Heaven I fhould not go. It im - 
mediately follow’d in my Thoughts, that if it really 
was from God, that I fhould Itay, he was able 
effectually to preferve me in the midft of all the 
Death and Danger that would furround me *, and 
that if I attempted to fecure myfelf by fleeing 
from my Habitation, and acted contrary to thefe 
Intimations, which I believed to be Divine, it was 
a kind of flying from God, and that he could 
caufe his Juitice to overtake me when and where 
he thought fit. 

Thefe Thoughts quite turn’d my Refolutions 
again, and when I came to difcourfe with my Bro¬ 
ther again, I told him, that I enclin’d to (lay and 
take my Lot in that Station in which God had 
plac’d me; and that it feem’d to be made more 
efpecially my Duty, on the Account of what I 
have faid. 

My Brother, tho’ a very Religious Man him- 
felf, laught at all I had fuggeiied about its being 
an Intimation from Heaven, and told me feverai 
Stories of fuch fool-hardy People, as he call'd them* 
as I was j that I ought indeed to fubmi-t to it as 
a Work of Heaven, if I had been any way difabled- 
by Diftempers or Difeafes, and that then not be¬ 
ing able to go, I ought to acquiefce in the Di¬ 
rection of him, who having been my Maker, had 
an undifputed Right of Soveraignty in difjpofing 
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of me •, and that then there had been no Diffi¬ 
culty to determine which was the Call of his Pro¬ 
vidence, and which was not : But that I fhould 
take it as an Intimation from Heaven , [that I 
fhould not go out of Town, only becaufe I could 
not hire a Horfe to go, or my Fellow was run away 
that was to attend me, was ridiculous, fince at the 
fame Time I had my Health and Limbs, and other 
Servants, and might, with Eafe, travel a Day or 
two on foot, and having a good Certificate of be¬ 
ing in perfedt Health, might either hire a Horfe, or 
take Poll on the Road, as I thought fit. 

Then he proceeded to tell me of the mifchievous 
Confequences which attended the Prefumption of 
the Turks and Mahometans in AJia and in other 
Places, where he had been (for my Brother be¬ 
ing a Merchant, was a few Years before, as I 
have already obferv’d, returned from abroad, com¬ 
ing laft from Lisbon) and how prefuming upon 
their profefs’d predeflinating Notions, and of every 
Man’s End being predetermin’d and unalterably 
before-hand decreed, they would go unconcern’d in¬ 
to infedbed Places, and converfe with infedced Per- 
fons, by which Means they died at the Rate 
of Ten or Fifteen Thoufand a-Week, whereas 
the Europeans, or Chriftian Merchants, who kept 
themfelves retired and referv’d, generally efcap’d 
the Contagion. 

Upon thefe Arguments my Brother chang’d my 
Refolutions again, and I began to refoive to go, 
and accordingly made all things ready ; for in 
ffiort, the Infedlion increafed round me, and the 
Bills were rifen to almoU 700 a-Week, and my 
Brother told me, he would venture to flay no 
longer. I defir’d him to let me confider of it but 
till the next Day, and I would refoive ; and as 
I had already prepar’d every thing as well 
as I could, as to my Bufinefs, and who to en- 

truft 
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truft my Affairs with, I had little to do but to 
refolve. 

I went Home that Evening greatly opprefs’d in 
my Mind, irrefolute, and not knowing what to 
do ; I had fet the Evening wholly apart to con- 
fider ferioufly about it, and was all alone; for al¬ 
ready People had, as it were by a general Con- 
fent, taken up the Cuflom of not going out of 
Doors after Sun-fet, the Reafons I ihall have Oc- 
cafion to fay more of by-and-by. 

In the Retirement of this Evening I endeavoured 
to refolve firft, what was my Duty to do, and I 
Hated the Arguments with which my Brother had 
prefs’d me to go into the Country, and I fet 
again!! them the flrong Impreffions which I had 
on my Mind for flaying; the vifible Call I feenfd 
to have from the particular Circumflance of my 
Calling, and the Care due from me for the Pre- 
fervation of my Effects, which were, as I might 
fay, my - Eftate: alio the Intimations which I 
thought I had from Heaven, that to me fignify’d 
a kind of Direction to venture, and it occurr’d to 
me, that if I had what I might call a Direction 
to^ flay, I ought to luppofe it contain’d a Promife 
of being preferved, if I obey’d. 

This Jay clofe to me, and my Mind feemed 
more and more encouraged to flay than ever, and 
fupported with a fecret Satisfaction, that I fhould 
be kept: Add to this, that turning over the Bible, 
which lay before me, and while my Thoughts 
were more than ordinarily ferious upon the Quef- 
tion, I cry d out, Vv if 1,!,, J know not what to 
do. Lord dire£t me ! and the like ; and that junc¬ 
ture I happen’d to flop turning over the Book, at 
tne gift Pfalm, and calling my Eye on the fecond 
Verfe, I read on to the 7th Verfe exclufive; and 
after that, included the 10th, as follows. I -will 
faJ °f the Lord, He is my refuge, and my fortrefs. 
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my God, in him will I triift. Surely he Jhall de¬ 
liver thee from the fnare of the fowler , and from the 
noifom peftilence, He Jhall cover thee with his fea¬ 
thers, and under his wings fhalt thou trufi : his truth 

jhall he thy Jhield and buckler. Thou Jhalt not he afraid 
for the terror by nighty nor for the arrow that 
flieth by day: Nor for the peftilence that walketh 
in darknefs: nor for the deft ruction that wafteth at 
noon-day. A thoufand Jhall fall at thy fide, and ten 
thoufand at thy right hand: but it Jhall not come 
nigh thee. Only with thine Eyes Jhalt thou behold and 
fee the reward of the wicked. Becaufe thou haft made 
the Lord which is my refuge, even the mojt High, thy 
habitation : There Jhall no evil befal thee, neither Jhall 
any plague come nigh thy dwellings &c. 

I fcarce need tell the Reader, that from that 
Moment I rcfolv’d that I would flay in the Town, 
and calling myfelf entirely upon the Goodnefs and 
Protection of the Almighty, would not feek any 
other Shelter whatever ; and that as my Times were 
in his Hands, he was as able to keep me in a 
Time of the Infection as in a Time of Health \ 
and if he did not think lit to deliver me, Hill 
I was in his Hands, and it was meet he fhould 
do with me as fhould feem good to him. 

With this Refolution I went to Bed; and I was 
farther confirm’d in it the next Day, by the Wo¬ 
man being taken ill with whom I had intended to 
entrult my Houfe and all my Affairs : But I had 
a farther Obligation laid on me on the fame Side ; 
for the next Day I found myfelf very much out 
of Order alfo; fo that if I would have gone away, 
I could not, and I continued ill three or four Days, 
and this entirely determin’d my Stay ; fo I took 
my leave of my Brother, who went away to Hark¬ 
ing in Surry, and afterwards fetch’d a Round far¬ 
ther into Buckingbamjhire, or Bedfordjhire, to a Re¬ 
treat he had found out there for his-Family, 

It 
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It was a very ill Time to be fick in, for if any 
one complain’d, it was immediately faid he had the 
Plague; and tho’ I had indeed no Symptoms of 
that Diftemper, yet being very ill, both in my 
Head and in my Stomach, I was not without Ap- 
prehenfion, that I really was infedted; but in 
about three Days I grew better, the third Nio-ht 
I refted well, fweated a little, and was much *re- 
frefti’d; the Apprehensions of its being the Infec¬ 
tion went alfo quite away with my Illnefs, and I 
went about my Bufinefs as ufual. 7 

1 hefe Things however put off all my Thoughts 
of going into the Country; and my Brother'alfo 
being gone, I had no more Debate either with him, 
or with myfelf, on that Subject. 

It was now mid-July, and the Plague which 
had chiefly rag’d at the other End of the Town, 
and as I faid before, in the Pariflies of St. Giles's] 
St. Andi ews Holbom, and towards VLeJiminjler^ 
began now to come Lajlward towards the Part 
where I liv’d. It was to be obferv’d indeed, that 
it.did not come ftraight on towards us; for the 
Cny, that is to fay within the Walls, was indif¬ 
ferent healthy ftill; nor was it got then very much 
over the Water into Southwark; for tho’ there died 
that Week 1268 of all Diffempers, whereof it 
might be iuppos’d above 900 died of the Plague ; 
yet there was but 28 in the whole City, within 
th« Walls; and but 19 in Southwark, 'Lambeth 
Parilh included; whereas in the Pariflies of St. 
Giles, and St. Alar tins in the Fields alone, there 
died 421. 

But v/e perceiv’d the Infection kept chiefly in 
the out-Pariflies, which being very populous, and 
fuller alio of Poor, the Diftemper found more to 
prey upon than in the City, as I fliall obferve after¬ 
ward; we perceiv'd I fay, the Diftemper to draw 
our Way; (viz,) by the Pariflies of Clerken-well, 

C Crip- 
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Cripplegate, Shoreditch, ana Bifhopfg'ate y which laft 
two Parifhes joining to Aldgate, White-Chapel, and 
Stepney, the Infection came at length to fpread its 
utmoft Rage and Violence in thole Parts, even 
when it abated, at the Wejlern Parifhes where it 
began. 

O \ 

It was very ftrange to obferve, that in this par¬ 
ticular Week, from the 4th to the nth of July, 
when, as I have obferv’d, there died near 400 of 
the Plague in the two Parifhes of St. Martin's, 
and St. Giles's in the Fields only, there died in the 
Parifh of Aldgate but four, in the Parifh of White- 
Chapel three, in the Parifh of Stepney but one. 

Likewife in the next Week, from the nth of 
July to the 18th, when the Week’s Bill was 
1761, yet there died no more of the Plague, on 
the whole Southwark Side of the Water, than Six¬ 
teen. 

But this Face of things foon changed, and it 
began to thicken in Cripplegate Parifh elpecially, 
and in Clerken-well; fo, that by the Second Week 
in AugujC Cripplegate Parifh alone, buried eight 
hundred eighty fix, and Clerken-wdl 155, of the 
firfl, eight hundred and fifty might well be rec¬ 
koned to die of the Plague; and of the laft, the 
Bill itfelf Said, 145 were of the Plague. 

During the Month of July, and while, as I have 
obferv’d, our Part of the Town Seem’d to be 
Spar’d in companion of the Weft Part, I went or¬ 
dinarily about the Streets, as my Bufmefs requir’d, 
and particularly went generally, once in a Day, 
or in two Days, into the City, to my Brother’s 
Houfe, which he had given me charge of, and to 
fee if it was Safe: And having the Key in my 
Pocket, I ufed to go into the Houfe, and over 
mofb of the Rooms, to fee that all was well; for 
tho’ it. be Something wonderful to tell, that any 
fhould have Hearts fo hardened, in the midft of 

fuch 
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luch a Calamity, as to rob and fteal; yet certain 
it is, that all Sorts of Villanies, and even Le¬ 
vities and Debaucheries were then pradis’d in the 
Town, as openly as ever, I will not lay quite as 
frequently, becaufe the Numbers of People were 
many ways leflen’d. 

But the City itfelf began now to be vifited 
too^I mean within the Walls; but the Number 
of People there were indeed extremely leflen’d by 
io great a Multitude having been gone into the 
Country; and even all this Month of July they 
continu’d to flee, tho’ not in fuch Multitudes as 
formerly. In Auguft indeed, they fled in fuch a 
manner, that I began to think, there would be 
really none but Magiftrates and Servants left in 
the City. 

As they fled now out of the City, fo I fhould 
obferve, that the Court removed early, {viz.) in 
the Month of June, and went to Oxford^ where it 
pleas’d God to preferve them; and the Diftemper 
did not, as I heard, of, fo much as touch them; 
for which I cannot fay, that I ever faw they 
fhew’d any great Token of Thankfulnefs, and 
haidly any thing of Reformation, tho’ they did 
not want being told that their crying Vices mi<*ht, 
without Breach of Charity, be laid to have gone 
far, in bringing that terrible Judgment upon the 
wjiole Nation. 

The Face of London was now indeed flrangely 
alter’d, I mean the whole Mafs of Buildings, City, 
Liberties, Suburbs, Weftminfter, Southwark, and 
altogether; for as to the particular Part called the 
City, or within the Walls, that was not yet much 
infe&ed; but in the whole, the Face of Things, 
I lay, was much alter’d; Sorrow and Sadnefs 
fat upon every v ace; and tho’ fbme Part were 
not yet overwhelm’d, yet all look’d deeply con¬ 
cern’d ; and as we faw it apparently coming on, 
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fo every one look’d on himfelf, and his Family, 
as in the utmoft Danger: were it poffible to repre- 
fent thofe Times exactly to thofe that did not fee 
them, and give the Reader due Ideas of the Horror 
that every where prefented itfelf, it mult make 
juft Impreftions upon their Minds, and fill them 
with Surprize. London might well be faid to be 
all in Tears; the Mourners did not go about the 
Streets indeed, for no Body put on black, or made 
a formal Drefs of Mourning for their neareft 
Friends; but the Voice of Mourning was truly 
heard in the Streets; the fhrieks of Women and 
Children at the Windows, and Doors of their 
Houfes, where their deareft Relations were, per¬ 
haps dying, or juft dead, were fo frequent to be 
heard, as we palled the Streets, that it was 
enough to pierce the ftouteft Heart in the World, 
to hear them. Tears and Lamentations were feen 
almoft in every Houfe, efpecially in the firft Part 
of the Vifitation; for towards the latter End, 
Mens Hearts were hardened, and Death was fo al¬ 
ways before their Eyes, that they did not fo much 
concern thernfelves for the Lofs of their Friends, 
expebling, that thernfelves fhould be fummoned 
the next Hour. 

Bufmefs led me out fometimcs to the other 
End of the Town, even when the Sicknefs was 
chiefly there; and as the thing was new to me, 
as well as to every Body elfe, it was a moft fur- 
prifing thing, to fee thofe Streets, which were 
ufually fo thronged, now grown defolate, and fo 
few People to be feen in them, that if I had been 
a Stranger, and at a Lofs for my Way, I might 
fometimes have gone the Length of a whole Street, 
I mean of the By-Streets, and fee no Body to di¬ 
rect me, except Watchmen, fet at the Doors of 
fuch Houfes as were fhut up; of which I fhall 
fpeak prefently. 

One 
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One Day, being at that Part of the Town, on 
iome fpecial Bufinels, Curiofity led me to obferve 
things more than ufually; and indeed I walk’d a 
great Way where I had no Bufinefs; I went up 
Holborn, and there the Street was full of People* 
but they walk’d in the middle of the great Street, 
neither on one Side or other, becaufe, as I fuppofe, 
they would not mingle with any Body that came 
out of Houfes, or meet with Smells and Scents 
from Eloules that might be infected. 

The Inns-of-Court were all fhut up; nor were 
very many of the Lawyers in the Temple, or 
Lincolns-Inn, or Greys-Inn, to be feen there. Every 
Body was at peace, there was no Occafion for 
Lawyers; befides, it being in the Time of the 
Vacation too, they were generally gone into the 
Country. Whole Rows of Houfes in fome Places, 
were fhut dole up; the Inhabitants all fled, and 
only a Watchman or two left. 

When I fpeak of Rows of Houfes being fhut 
up, I do not mean fhut up by the Magiftrates; 
but that great Numbers of Perfons followed the 
Court, by the Neceffity of their Employments, and 
other Dependencies: and as others retir’d, really 
frighted with the Diftemper, it was a meer Defo- 
lating of fome of the Streets: But the Fright was 
not yet near fo great in the City, abftradly fo 
called; and particularly becaule, tho’ they were 
art firfl in a moil inexprefiible Confirmation, yet 
as I have obferv’d, that the Diftemper intermitted 
often at firfl,; fo they were as it were, alarm’d, 
and unalarm’d again, and this feveral times, till 
it began to be familiar to them; and that even, 
when it appear’d violent, yet feeing it did not 
prelently fpread into the City, or the Eafi and 
South Parts, the People began to take Courage, 
and to be, as I may fay, a little hardned: It is 
true, a vaft many People fled, as I have obferv’d, 

C 3 yet 
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yet they were chiefly from the Weft End of the 
Town; and from that v^e call the Heart of the 
City, that is to fay, among the wealthieft of the 
People; and fuch People as were unincumbred 
with Trades and Bufinefs: But of the reft, the * 
Generality ftay’d, and Teem’d to abide the world ; 
So that in the Place we call the Liberties, and in 
the Suburbs, in Southwark, and in the Eaft Part, 
fuch as Waffling, Ratcliff Stepney, Rotherhith, and 
the like, the People generally ftay’d, except here 
and there a few wealthy families, who, as above, 
did not depend upon their Bufinefs. 

It muft not be forgot here, that the City and 
Suburbs were prodigioufly full of People, at the 
time of this Vifitation, I mean, at the time that it 
began; for tho’ I have liv’d to fee a farther In- 
creafe, and mighty Throngs of People fettling in 
London, more than ever, yet we had always a No¬ 
tion, that the Numbers of People, which the Wars 
being over, the Armies difbanded, and the Royal 
Family and the Monarchy being reftor’d, had 
fiock’d to London, to fettle in Bufinefs; or to 
depend upon, and attend the Court lor Rewards 
of Services, Preferments, and the like, was fuch, 
that the Town was computed to have in it above 
a hundred thoufand People more than ever it held 
before; nay, Tome took upon them to fay, it had 
twice as many, becaule all the ruin’d Families of 
the royal Party, flock’d hither: All the old Soldiers 
fet up Trades here, and abundance ot Families 
fettled here; again, the Court brought with them 
a great Flux of Pride, and new Fafhions; All 
People were grown gay and luxurious; and the 
Joy of the Reftoration had brought a vaft many 
Families to London. 

I often thought, that as Jerufalem was befleg’d 
by the Romans, when the Jews were aflfembled to¬ 
gether, to celebrate the PafTover, by which means, 

an 
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an incredible Number of People were furpriz’d 
there, who would otherwife have been in other 
Countries: So the Plague entred London, when an 
incredible Increafe of People had happened occa- 
fionally, by the particular Circumftances above- 
nam’d: As this Conflux of the People, to a youth¬ 
ful and gay'Court, made a great Trade in the 
City, elpecially in every thing that belong’d to 
Fafhion and Finery; So it drew by Confequence, 
a great Number of Work-men, Manufacturers, and 
the like, being moftly poor People, who depended 
upon their Labour. And I remember in particular, 
that in a Reprefentation to my Lord Mayor, of 
the Condition of the Poor, it was eflimated, that, 
there were no lefs than an Hundred Thoufand 
Ribband-Weavers in and about the City'; the 
chiefeft Number of whom, lived then in the Pa¬ 
rishes of Shoreditch, Stepney, White-chapel, and Bi- 

foopfgate; that namely, about Spittle-fields-, that is 
to fay, as Spittle fields was then; for it was not fo 
large as now, by one fifth Part. 

By this however, the Number of People in the 
whole may be judg’d of; and indeed, I often won- 
dred, that after the prodigious Numbers of People 
that went away at firft, there was yet fo great a 
Multitude left, as it appear’d there was. 

But I mud go back again to the Beginnino- of 
this Surprizing Time, while the Fears of the 
People were young, they were increas’d ftrangely 
by leveral odd Accidents, which put altogether, 
it was really a wonder the whole Body of the 
People did not rife as one Man, and abandon 
their Dwellings, leaving the Place as a Space of 
Ground defigned by Heaven for an Akeldama, 
doom’d to be deftroy’d from the Face of the 
Earth; and that all that would be found in it, 
would peri 111 with it. I fhall Name but a few of 
thefe Things; but fure they were lb many, and fo 
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many Wizards and cunning People propagating 
them, that I have often wonder’d there was any, 
( Women elpecially,) left behind. 

In the firft Place, a blazing Star or Comet ap¬ 
pear’d for feveral Months before the Plague, as 
there did the Year after another, a little be!ore the 
Fire; the old Women, and the Phlegmatic Hy- 
pocondriac Part of the other Scot, who I could al* 
moll call old Women too, remark’d (elpecially after¬ 
ward, tho’ not, till both thofe Judgments were 
over,) that thofe two Cornets pafs’d direddy over 
the City, and that fo very near the Houles, that 
it was plain, they imported iomething peculiar to 
the City alone; that the Comet before the Pefti- 
lence, was of a faint, dull, languid Colour, aud¬ 
its Motion very heavy, folemn and flow: But 
that the Cornet before the Fire, was bright and 
fparkling, or as others laid, flaming, and its 
Motion fwift and furious; and that accordingly. 
One foretold a heavy Judgment, flow but fevere, 
terrible and frightful, as was the Plague; But 
the other foretold a Stroke, fudden, l'wift, and 
flerv as the Conflagration; nay, fo particular fome 
People were, that as they look’d upon that Comet 
preceding the Fire, they fancied that they not 
only faw it pafs fwiftly and fiercely, and coifd 
perceive the Motion with their Eye, but even they 
heard it; that it made a ruffling mighty Noife, 
fierce and terrible, tho’ at a diffance, and but juft 
perceivable. 

I faw both thefe Stars ; and I muft confefs, had 
fo much of the common Notion of fuch Things in 
my Head, that I was apt to look upon them, as 
the Forerunners and V/arningsof God’s Judgments; 
and elpecially when after the Plague had followed 
the firft, I yet faw another of the like kind; I 
could not but fay, God had not yet fufficiently 
feurg’d the City. 

But 
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But I con d not at the lame Time carry thefe 
Things to the heighth that others did, knowing 
too, that natural Caufes are affign’d by the Aftn> 
nomers for fuch Things; and that their Motions, 
and even their Revolutions are calculated, or pre¬ 
tended to be calculated ; fo that they cannot be fo 
perfectly call’d the Fore-runners, or Fore-tellers, 
much lefs the Procurers of fuch Events, as PePi- 
lence, War, Fire, and the like. 

But let my Thoughts, and the Thoughts of the 
Philoiopners be, or have been what they will, 
h 1 hin&s had a more than ordinary Influence 

upon the Minds ol the common People, and they 
had aim oil univerfal melancholly Appreheniions 
or iome dreadful Calamity and Judgment com¬ 
ing upon the City; and this principally from the 
Sight of this Comet, and the little Alarm that 
was given in December, by two People dying at 
St. Giles’s, as above. 

The Appehenfions of the People, were like- 
wife Prangely increas’d by the Error of the 
Times; in which, I think, the People, from what 
Principle I cannot imagine, were more addicted 
to Prophefies, and A Prolog leal Conjurations, 
Dreams, and old wives Tales, than ever they 
weie before or fince: Whether this unhappy 
Temper was originally railed by the Follies of 
fome People who got Money by it; that is to fay, 
by printing Predictions and PrognoPications, I 
know not; but certain it is, Books frighted them 
terribly; fuch as Lilly s Almanack, Cadbury*s Alo- 
gical _ Predictions ; Poor Robin's Almanack and 
the like ; alfo feveral pretended religious Books; 
one entitled, Come out of her my People, leaf you be 
partaker cf her Plagues \ another call’d, Fair Warn¬ 

ing ; another, Britain’s Remembrancer, and many 
luch ; all, or moil Part of which, foretold directly 
or covertly the Ruin of the City: Nay, fome 

were 
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were fo Enthufiaftically bold, as to run about the 
Streets, with their Oral Predictions, pretending 
they were fent to preach to the City •, and One 
in particular, who like Jonah to Nineveh, cry’d 
in the Streets, yet forty Days, and LO ND 0 N 
jhall he deflroyd. I will not be pohtive, whether 
he faid yet forty Days, or yet a few Days. Ano¬ 
ther ran about Naked, except a pair of Drawers 
about his Waite, crying Day and Night; like a 
Man that Jofephus mentions, who cry’d, Woe to 
Jerufalem! a little before the Definition of that 
City : So this poor naked Creature cry’d, O / the 
Greats and the Dreadful God! and faid no more, 
but repeated thofe Words continually, with a 
Voice and Countenance full of Horror, a fwift 
Pace, and no Body cou’d ever find him to Itop, 
or reft, or take any Suitenance, at leaft, that ever 
I cou’d hear of. I met this poor Creature feve- 
ral Times in the Streets, and would have fpoke 
to him, but he would not enter into Speech with 
me, or any one elfe j but held on his difmal Cries 
continually. 

Thefe Things terrified the People to the laft 
Degree ; and especially when two or three Times, 
as I have mentioned already, they found one or 
two in the Bills, dead of the Plague at St. Giles9s. 

Next to thefe publick Things, were the Dreams 
of old Women : Or, I Should fay, the Interpreta¬ 
tion of old Women upon other Peoples Dreams : 
and thefe put abundance of People even out of 
their Wits : Some heard Voices warning them to 
be gone, for that there would be fuch a Plague in 
London, fo that the Living would not be able to 
bury the Dead: Others faw Apparitions in the 
Air ; and I mull be allow’d to fay of both, 1 hope 
without breach of Charity, that they heard Voices 
that never fpake, and faw Sights that never 
appear’d i but the Imagination of the People 

was 
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was really turn’d wayward and pofiefs’d: And no 
Wonder, if they, who were poreing continually 
at the UiOUGs, law Shapes and figures, Repre- 
fentations and Appearances, which had nothing 
in them, but Air and Vapour. Here they told 
us, they law a Flaming-Sword held in a Eland, 
coming out of a Cloud, with a Point hanging 
diredly over the City. There they law Herfes^ 
and Coffins in the Air, carrying to be buried. 
And there again, Heaps of dead Bodies lying un¬ 
buried, and the like ; juft as the Imagination of 
the poor terrify’d People furniffi’d them with 
Matter to work upon. 

So Hypocondriac Fancies represent 
Skips, Armies, Battles, in the Firmament * 
Fillfieady Eyes, the' Exhalations folvey 
And all to its firfi Matter, Cloud, refolve. 

I could fill this Account with the ftrange Rela¬ 
tions,^ fiich People gave every Day, of what they 
had leen; and every one was fo pofitive of their 
having leen, what they pretended to fee, that 
there was no contradicting them, without Breach 
ol Friendfhip, or being accounted rude and un¬ 
mannerly on the one Hand, and prophane and im¬ 
penetrable on the other. One time before the 
Plague was^begun, (otherwife than as I have laid 
in St. Giles's,) I think it was in March, feein.o- a 

Croud of People in the Street, I join’d with them 
to fatisfy my Curiofity, and found them all flaring 
up into the Air, to fee what a Woman told them 
appeared plain to her, which was an Angel cloth’d 
in white, with a fiery Sword in his Hand, waving 
it, or brandiffiing it over his Head. She deferib- 
ed every Part of the Figure to the Life; ffiew’d 
them the Motion, and the Form; and the poor 
People came into it fo eagerly, and with fo much 

Readi- 
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Readinefs; YES, I fee it all plainly, fays one. 
There’s the Sword as plain as can be. Another faw 
the Angel. One faw his very Face, and cry’d 
out. What a glorious Creature he was! One faw 
one thing, and one another. I look'd as earneftly 
as the reft, but, perhaps, not with fo much Wil- 
lingnefs to be impos’d upon; and I faid indeed, 
that I could fee nothing, but a white Cloud, bright 
on one Side, by the Aiming of the Sun upon the 
other Part, The Woman endeavour’d to (hew it 
me, but could not make me confefs, that I faw it, 
which, indeed, if I had, I mull have lied: But 
the Woman turning upon me, look’d in my Face, 
and fancied I laugh’d j in which her Imagination 
deceiv’d her too ; for I really did not laugh, but 
was very ferioufly reflecting how the poor People 
were terrify’d, by the Force of their own Imagina¬ 
tion. However, flie turned from me, call’d me 
prophane Fellow, and a Scoffer; told me, that it 
was a time of God’s Anger, and dreadful Judg¬ 
ments were approaching j and that Defpifers, fuch 
as I, fhould wander and peri/h. 

The People about her feem’d difgufted as well 
as flie and I found there was no perfwading 
them, that I did not laugh at them; and that I 
Ihould be rather mobb’d by them, than be able 
to undeceive them. So I left them ; and this 
Appearance pafs’d for as real, as the Blazing- 
Star itfelf. 

Another Encounter I had in the open Day alfo : 
And this was in going thro’ a narrow Paffage 
from Petty-France into Bijhopfgate Church-yard., by 
a Row of Alms-houfes ; there are two Church-yards 
to Bijhopfgate Church, or Parifh ; one we go over 
to pafs from the Place call’d Petty-France into Bi- 
fhopfgate-ftreet, coming out juft by the Church- 
door, the other is on the fide of the narrow Paffage, 
where the Alms-houfes are on the left; and a 

Dwarf- 
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Dwarf-wall with a Pallifadoe on it. on the rfoht 
J O 

Hand; and the City-wall on the other Side, 
more to the right. 

In this narrow Padage Hands a Man looking 
thro* between the Paliladoe’s into the Burying 
Place; and as many People as the Narrownefs of 
the PafTage would admit to flop, without hindring 
the PafTage of others ; and he was talking mighty 
eagerly to them, and pointing now to one Place, 
then to another, and affirming, that he faw a 
Ghofl walking upon fuch a Grave-Stone there ; 
he defcrib’d the Shape, the Poflure, and the Move¬ 
ment of it fo exadtly, that it was the greatefl Mat¬ 
ter of Amazement to him in the World, that every 
Body did not fee it as well as he. On a hidden 
he would cry, There it is : Now it comes this Way: 
Then, ’Tis turn'd hack; till at length he perfuaded 
the People into fo firm a Belief of it, that one fan- 
fled he faw it, and another fanfied he faw it; 
and thus he came every Day making a flrange 
Hubbub, confidering it was in fo narrow a Paf- 
fage, till Bijhopfgate Clock flruck eleven •, and then 
the Ghofl would feem to hart; and as if he were 
call’d away, difappear’d on a hidden. 

I look’d earneftly every way, and at the very 
Moment, that this Man directed, but could not 
fee the leafl Appearance of any thing; but fo po¬ 

sitive was this poor Man, that he gave the People 
the Vapours in abundance, and fent them away 
trembling, and frighted ; till at length, few Peo¬ 
ple, that knew of it, car’d to go thro’ that Pah 
fage ; and hardly any Body by Night, on any 
Account whatever. 

This Ghofl, as the poor Man affirm’d, made 
Signs to the Houfes, and to the Ground, and to 
the People, plainly intimating, or elfe they fo un¬ 
derhanding it, that Abundance of the People, 
ihould come to be buried in that Church-yard; 

as 
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as indeed happen’d: But that he faw fuch Afpe£ts, 
I mu ft acknowledge, I never believ’d *, nor could 
I fee any thing of it myfelf, tho’ I look’d moft 
earneilly to fee it, if poffible. 

Thefe things ferve to fliew, how far the People 
were really overcome with Delufions; and as 
they had a Notion of the Approach of a Vifita- 
tion, all their Predictions ran upon a moft dread¬ 
ful Plague, which fhould lay the whole City, and 
even the Kingdom wafte ; and fhould deftroy al- 
moft all the Nation, both Man and Beaft. 

To this, as I faid before, the Aftrologers added 
Stories of the Conjunctions of Planets in a malig¬ 
nant Manner, and with a milchievous Influence ; 
one of which Conjunctions was to happen, and 
did happen, in OEfober; and the other in Novem¬ 
ber % and they filled the Peoples Heads with Pre¬ 
dictions on thefe Signs of the Heavens, intimat¬ 
ing, that thofe Conjections foretold Drought, Fa¬ 
mine, and Peflilence ; in the two firft of them how¬ 
ever, they were entirely mitaken, for we had no 
droughty Seafon, but in the beginning of the 
Year, a hardFroff, which lafled from December al- 
mofh to March •, and after that moderate Weather, 
rather warm than hot, with refrefhing Winds, and 
in fhort, very feafonable Weather ; and alfo leve- 
ral very great Rains. 

Some Endeavours were ufed to fupprefs the 
Printing of fuch Books as terrify’d the People, 
and to frighten the Diiperfers of them, fome of 
whom were taken up, but nothing was done in 
it, as I am inform’d j the Government being un¬ 
willing to exafperate the People, who were, as I 
may jayy all out of their Wits already. 

Neither can I acquit thofe Miniflers, that in 
their Sermons, rather funk, than lifted up the 
Hearts of their Hearers ^ many of them no doubt 
did it for the fcrengthning the Refolution of the 

People,, 
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People ; and efpecially for quickning them to Re¬ 
pentance ; but it certainly anfwepd not their End, 
at lead; not in Proportion to the Injury it did ano¬ 
ther W ay; and indeed, as God himfelf thro5 the 
whole Scriptures, rather draws to him by Invita¬ 
tions, and calls to turn to him and live, than drives 
us by Terror and Amazement; fo I mult confefs, 
I thought the Minifters fhould have done alfo, 
imitating our blelfed Lord and Mailer in this, that 
his whole Golpel, is full of Declarations from 
Heaven of Gods Mercy, and his readinefs to re¬ 
ceive Penitents, and forgive them; complaining, 
ye will not come unto me, that ye may have Life; 
and that therefore, his Golpel is called the Gofpel 
of Peace, and the Gofpel of Grace. 

But we had fome good Men, and that of all 
Perfuafions and Opinions, whole Dilcourfes were 
full of Terror; who fpoke nothing but difmal 
Things ; and as they brought the People together 
with a kind of Horror, lent them away in Tears, 
prophelying nothing but evil Tidings ; terrifying 
the People with the Apprehenfions of being utterly 
deflroy’d, not guiding them, at leafl not enough, 
to cry to Heaven for Mercy. 

It was indeed, a I ime of very unhappy Breaches 
among us in matters of Religion : Innumerable 
Sedls, and Divifions, and feperate Opinions pre¬ 
vail d among the People; the Church of England 
was reflor’d indeed with the Refloration of the 
Monarchy, about four Years before; but the Mi- 
niflers and Preachers of the Prefoyterians, and 
Independants, and of all th£ other Sorts of Pro- 
feffions, had begun to gather feparate Societies, and 
erecl Altar againfl Altar, and all thofe had their 
Meetings for Worfhip apart, as they have now, 
but not fo many then, the Dillenters being not 
thoroughly form’d into a Body as they are fince,and 
thofe Congregations which were thus gather’d to¬ 

gether. 
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gether, were yet but few ; and even thofe that 
were, the Government did not allow, but endea¬ 
vour’d to fupprefs them, and fhut up their Meet¬ 
ings. 

But the Vifitation reconcil’d them again, at 
lead for a Time, and many of the bell and moft 
valuable Minifters and Preachers of the Diften- 
ters, were fuller’d to go into the Churches, where 
the Incumbents were fled away, as many were, not 
being able to (land it; and the People fiockt with¬ 
out Diftincftion to hear them preach, not much en¬ 
quiring who or what Opinion they wrere of: But 
after the Sicknefs was over, that Spirit of Charity 
abated, and every Church being again fupply’d 
with their own Minifters, or others preiented, 
where the Minifter was dead, Things return’d to 
their old Channel again. 

One Mifchief always introduces another : Thefe 
Terrors and Apprehenfions of the People, led 
them into a Thoufand weak, fooiifh, and wicked 
Things, which, they wanted not a Sort of People 
really wicked, to encourage them to; and this 
wras running about to Fortune-tellers, Cunning- 
men, and Aftrologers, to know their Fortune, or, 
as Vis vulgarly exprefs’d, to have their Fortunes 
told them, their Nativities calculated, and the like; 
and this Folly, prefently made the Towm fwarm 
with a wicked Generation of Pretenders to Ma~ 
gick, to the Black Art, as they call'd it, and I know 
not what; Nay, to a Thoufand worfe Dealings with 
the Devil, than they were really guilty of; and 
this Trade grew fo open, and fo generally prac- 
tifed, that it became common to have Signs and 
■Infcriptions fet up at Doors; here lives a For¬ 
tune-teller ; here lives an Aftrologer; here you 
may have your Nativity calculated, and the like; 
and Frier Bacon's Brazen-Head, which was the 
ufual Sign of thefe Peoples Dwellings, was to be 
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feen almoft in every Street, or elfe the Sign of Mo¬ 
ther Sbipton, or of Merlin*s Head, and the like. 

With what blind, abfurd and ridiculous Stuff, 
thefe Oracles of the Devil pleas’d and fatisfy’d the 
People, I really know not ; but certain it is, that 
innumerable Attendants crowded about their Doors 
every Day ; and if but a grave Fellow in a Velvet 
Jacket, a Band, and a black Cloak, which was the 
Habit thofe Quack-Conjurers generally went in, 
was but feen in the Streets, the People would fol¬ 
low them in Crowds, and afk them Queftions, as 
they went along. 

I need not mention what a horrid Delufion this 
was, or what it tended to; but there was no Re¬ 
medy for it, till the Plague itfelf put an End to it 
all, a id, I fuppofe, clear’d the Town of moil of 
thofe Calculators themfelves. One Mifchief was, 
that if the poor People afk’d thefe mock Aftroio- 
gers whether there would be a Plague, or no ? they 
all agreed in the general to anfwer, Yes ; for that 
kept up their Trade : And had the People not been 
kept in a Fright about that, the Wizards would 
prefently have been rendered ufelefs, and their Craft 
had been at an End : But they always talked to 
them or fuch and fuch Influences of the Stars, of 
the Conjunctions of fuch and fuch Planets, which 
mult neceflarily bring Sicknefs and Diftempers, 
and confequently the Plague. And fome had the 
AiTurance to tell them, the Plague was begun al¬ 
ready, which was too true, tho; they that faid fo 
knew nothing of the Matter. 

The Mmifters, to do them Juflice, and Preachers 
of moil Sorts, that were ferious and underflanding 
Perlons, thundered againfl thefe, and other wicked 
Practices, and expofed the Folly as well as the Wick- 
ednefs oi them together , and the moll fober and 
judicious People defpis’d and abhorr’d them : But 
it was impoflibk to make any Imprefion upon the 
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midling people, and the working labouring Poor ; 
their Fears were predominant over all their Pal- 
fions ; and they threw away their Money in a moil 
diftradted manner upon thofe Whimfies. Maid- 
fervants efpecially, and Men-fervants, were the 
chief of their Cuftomers ; and their Queftion gene¬ 
rally was, after the firft demand of. Will there he a 
Plague ? I fay the next Queftion was, OF, Sir ! for 
the Lord's Sake, what will become of me ? Will my Miff 
trefs keep me^ or will fhe turn me off? WillJheftay here, 
or will fhe go into the Country ? And if jhe goes into the 
Country, will fhe take me with her, or leave me here to he 
jlarv'd and undone ? and the like of Men-fervants. 

The truth is, the Cafe of poor Servants was very 
difmal, as I fhall have Occafion to mention again 
by and by; for it was apparent, a prodigious Num¬ 
ber of them would be turn’d away, and it was fo ; 
and of them abundance perifhed; and particularly 
of thofe that thefe falfe Prophets had flattered with 
Hopes, that they fhould be continued in their Ser¬ 
vices, and carried with their Mailers and Miftreftes 
into the Country ; and had not publick Charity 
provided for thefe poor Creatures, whole Number 
was exceeding great, and in all Cafes of this Na¬ 
ture muft be fo, they would have been in the worft 
Condition of any People in the City. 

Thefe Things agitated the Minds of the com¬ 
mon People for many Months, while the firft Ap- 
prehenfions, were upon them ; and while the Plague 
was not, as I may fay, yet broken out: But I muft 
alfo not forget, that the more ferious Part of the 
Inhabitants behav’d after another manner : The 
Government encouraged their Devotion, and ap¬ 
pointed publick Prayers, and Days of Faffing and 
Humiliation, to make publick Confeffion of Sin, 
and implore the Mercy of God, to avert the dread¬ 
ful judgment which hung over their Heads ; and 

i it is not to be exprefs’d with what Alacrity the 
* People : 
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People of all Perfuafions embraced the Occafion ; 
how they flock’d to the Churches and Meetings, 
and they were all fo throng’d, that there was often 
no coming near, no, not to the very Doors of the 
largeft Churches : Alfo there were daily Prayers ap¬ 
pointed Morning and Evening at feveral Churches, 
and Days of private praying at other Places ; at 
ali which the People attended, I fay, with an un¬ 
common Devotion : Several private Families alfo, 
as well ot one Opinion as of another, kept Family 
Falls, to which they admitted their near Relations 
only : So that, in a word, thole People, who were 
really ferious and religious, apply’d themfelves in 
a truly Chriftian Manner, to the proper Work of 
Repentance and Humiliation, as a Chriftian People 
ought to do. 

Again, the Public fhew’d that they would bear 
their Share in thefe Things ; the very Court, 
which was then gay and luxurious, put on a Face 
of juft Concern for the publick Danger : All the 
Plays and Interludes, which after the manner of 
the French Court, had been fet up, and began to 
increafe among us, were forbid to act; the gaming 
Tables, publick dancing Rooms, and Mufic 
Houfes, which multiply’d, and began to debauch 
the Manners of the People, were fhut up and fup- 
prefs’d ; and the Jack-puddings, Merry-andrews, 
Puppet-fhews, Rope-dancers, and fuch like doings, 
which had bewitch’d the poor common People, 
lhut up their Shops, finding indeed no Trade s for 
the Minds of the People were agitated with other 
Things; and a kind of Sadnefs and Horror at thefe 
Things, fat upon the Countenances, even of the 
common People; Death was before their Eyes, 
and every body began to think of their Graves, not 
of Mirth and Diverfions. 

But even thofe wfiolefom Refleflicns, whiqh, 
rightly manag’d, would have moil happily led the 
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People to Fall upon their Knees, make Confefilon of 
their Sins, and look up to their merciful Saviour 
for Pardon, imploring his Companion on them, 
in fuch a Time of their Diftrefs *, by which we 
might have been as a fecond Nineveh, had a quite 
contrary Extreme in the common People, who ig¬ 
norant and ftupid in their Reflections, as they were 
krutifhly wicked and thoughtlefs before, were 
now led by their Fright to Extremes of Folly*, and 
as I have faid before, that they ran to Conjurers 
and Witches, and all Sorts of Deceivers, to know 
what fhould become of them ; who fed their Fears, 
and kept them always alarm’d and awake, on 
purpofe to delude them, and pick their Pockets : 
So, they were as mad, upon their running after 
Quacks and Mountebanks, and every pradifmg 
old Woman, for Medicines and Remedies *, ftore- 
ing themfelves with fuch Multitudes of Pills, Po¬ 
tions, and Prefervatives, as they were call’d ^ that 
they not only fpent their Money, but even poifon’d 
themfelves before-hand, for fear of the Poifon of 
the Infection, and prepar’d their Bodies for the 
Plague, inftead of preferving them againft it. On 
the other hand, it is incredible, and fcarce to be 
imagin’d, how the Polls of Houfes, and Corners 
of Streets were pi alter’d over with Dodlors Bills, 
and Papers of ignorant Fellows, quacking and 
tampering in Phyfick, and inviting the People to 
come to them for Remedies ; -which was generally 
let off with fuch Fiourifhes as thefe, (viz.) IN¬ 
FALLIBLE preventive Pills againft the Plague. 
N E V E R - F AILING Prefervatives againft the 
Infection. SOVEREIGN Cordials againft 
the Corruption of the Air. E X A C T Regu¬ 
lations for the Conduct of the Body, in cafe of 
an Infedion : Antipeftilential Pills. INCOMPA¬ 
RABLE Drink againft the Plague, never found 

* .. out 
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.outbefore. An UNIVERSAL Remedy for 
the Plague. The O N L Y TRUE Plague-wa¬ 

ter. The ROYAL ANTIDOTE againft 
an Kinds of Infection ; and fuch a Number more 
that I cannot reckon up ; and if I could, would 
fill a Book of themfelves to fet them down. 

Others fet up Bills to fummon People to their 
Lodgings for Directions and Advice in the Cafe of 
Infection : Thefe had fpacious Titles alfo, fuch as 
thefe. 

An eminent High-Dutch Phyjician, newly come over 
from Holland, where he refidea during ail the 
‘Time of the great Plague, loft Tear, in Amfter- 
dam ; and cured Multitudes of People, that actu¬ 
ally had the Plague upon them. 

An Italian Gentlewoman juft arrived from Naples, 
having a choice Secret to prevent Infection, which 

foe found out hy her great Experience, and did won¬ 
derful Cures with it in the late Plague there ; 
wherein there died 20000 in one Pay. 

An ancient Gentlewoman having praCtifed, with great 
Succefs, in the late Plague m this City, Anno 1636, 
gives her Advice only to the Female Sex. To he 
fpoke with, See. 

An experienced Phyfician, who has long ftudied the 
DoClrine of Antidotes againft all forts of Poifon 
and Infection, has after 40 Tears Practice, ar¬ 
rived to fuch Skilly as may, with God's Blefftng, 
direCt Perfons how to prevent their being touch'd by 
any contagious Diftemper whatfoever. He directs 
the Poor gratis. 

I take notice of thefe by way of Specimen : I 
could give you two or three Dozen of the like, and 
yet have abundance left behind. 3Tis fufficient 
from thefe to apprife any one, of the Humour of 

D 3 thofe 
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thole Times; and how a Set of Thieves and Pick¬ 
pockets, not only robb’d and cheated the poor 
People of their Money, but poifoned their Bodies 
with odious and fatal preparations; fome with 
Mercury, and fome with other things as bad, per¬ 
fectly remote from the thing pretended to *, and 
rather hurtful than ferviceable to the Body in cafe 
an infection followed. 

I cannot omit a Subtilty of one of thofe Quack- 
operators, with which he gull’d the poor People to 
croud about him, but did nothing for them with¬ 
out Money. He had, itfeems, added to his Bills, 
which he gave about the Streets, this Advertife- 
ment in Capital Letters, (viz.) He gives Advice to 
the Fogy for nothing. 

Abundance of poor people came to him according¬ 
ly, to whom he made a great many fine Speeches ; 
examin’d them of the State of their Health, and of 
the Conftitution of their Bodies, and told them 
many good things for them to do, which were of no 
great moment: But the Mils and Conclufion of all 
was, that he had a preparation, which if they took 
fuch a Quantity of, every Morning, he would 
pawn his Life they fhould never have the Plague, 
no, tho’ they lived in the Houfe with People that 
were infedied i This made the People all refolve 
to have it •, but then the Price of that was fo much, 
I think ’twas half-a-crown : But, Sir, fays one poor 
Woman, I am a poor Alms-woman, and am kept by 
the Parifh, and your Bills fay, you give the Poor 
your Help for nothing. Ay, good Woman, fays 
the Debtor, fo I do, as I publifhed there. I give 
my Advice to the Poor for nothing *, but not my 
Phyfick. Alas, Sir ! fays fhe, that is a Snare laid 
for the Poor then ; for you give them your Ad¬ 
vice for nothing, that is to fay, you advife them 
gratis, to buy your Phyfic for their Money *, fo 

does 
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does every Shop-keeper with his Wares. Here the 
Woman began to give him ill Words, and flood at 
his Door all that Day, telling her Tale to all the 
People that came, till the Dodlor finding fhe turn’d 
away his Cuflomers ; was obliged to call her up 
Stairs again, and give her his Box of Phyfic for 
nothing, which, perhaps too, was good for nothing 
when foe had it. 

But to return to the People, whofe Confufions 
fitted them to be impofed upon by all Sorts of 
Pretenders, and by every Mountebank. There is 
no doubt, but thefe quacking fort of Fellows rais’d 
great Gains out of the miferable People *, for we 
daily found the Crouds that ran after them were in¬ 
finitely greater, and their Doors were more throng¬ 
ed than thole of Dr. Brooks, Dr. Upton, Dr. 
Hodges, Dr. Berwick, or any, tho’ the mofl famous 
Men of the Time: And I was told that fome of 
them got five Pound a Day by their Phyfick. 

But there was flill another Madnefs beyond all 
this, which may ferve to give an idea of the dif- 
tradled Humour of die poor People at that Time ; 
and this was their following a worfe Sort of De¬ 
ceivers than any of thefe *, for thefe petty Thieves 
only deluded them to pick their Pockets, and get 
their Money, in which their Wickednefs, what¬ 
ever it was, lay chiefly on the Side of the Decei¬ 
ver’s deceiving, not upon the Deceived : But in 
this Part I am going to mention, it lay chiefly in 
the People deceiv’d, or equally in both ; and this 
was in wearing Charms, Philters, Exorcifms, A- 
mulets, and I know not what Preparations, to for¬ 
tify the Body with them againft the Plague ; as if 
the Plague was not the Hand of God, but a kind 
of a Poffeflion of an evil Spirit; and that it was to 
be kept off with Croflings, Signs of the Zodiac, 
Papers tied up with fo many Knots, and certain 
Words or Figures written on them $ as particular- 
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ly the Word Abracadabra, form’d in Triangle, or 
Pyramid thus : 

ABRACADABRA 
ABR ACADABR 

ABRACADAB 
ABRACADA 
ABRACAD 
ABR AC A 
ABRAC 
ABR A 
ABR 
AB 

> A 

I might fpend a great deal of Time in my Ex¬ 
clamations againil the Follies, and indeed the Wick* 
ednefs of thofe Things, in a Time of fuch Danger, 
in a Matter of fuch Confequences as this, of a 
National Infection. But my Memorandums of 
thefe things relate rather to take notice only of the 
Fady and mention only that it was fo: Flow thepoor 
People found the Infufficiency of thofe things, and 
how many of them were afterwards carried away in 
the Dead-carts, and thrown into the common 
Graves of every Parifh, with thefe hellifh Charms 
and Trumpery hanging about their Necks, re¬ 
mains to be fpoken of as we go along. 

All this was the EfFed of the Hurry the People 
were in, after the firft Notion of the Plague be¬ 
ing at hand was among them ; and which may 
be faid to be from about Michaelmas 1664, but 
more particularly after the two Men died in St. 
Giles*s, in the Beginning of December. And a- 
gain, after another Alarm in February ; for when 
the Plague evidently' fpread itfelf, they foon be¬ 
gan to fee the Folly of trailing to thofe unper- 
fo’rming Creatures, who had gull’d them of their 
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Money, and then their Fears work’d another wav, 
namely, to Amazement and Stupidity, not know¬ 
ing what Courfe to take, or what to do, either 
to help or relieve themfelves ; but they ran about 
from one Neighbour’s Houfe to another; and 
even in the Streets, from one Door to another 
with repeated Cries, of, Lord have Mercy upon us% 
what Jhall we do ? 

Indeed, the poor People were to be pity’d in one 
particular Thing, in which they had little or no 
Relief, and which I Defire to mention with a fe~ 
rious Awe and Refle&ion ; which perhaps, every 
one that reads this, may not relifh: Namely, that 
whereas Death now began not, as we may fay, to 
hover over every one’s Head only, but to look in¬ 
to their Houfes, and Chambers, and flare in their 
Faces : Tho’ there might be feme flupidity, and 
dullnefs of the Mind, and there was fo, a great 
deal; yet, there was a great deal of juft Alarm, 
founded into the very inmoft Soul, if I may fo fay 
of others: Many Confciences were awakened; 
many hard Hearts melted into Tears; many a 
penitent Confeflion was made of Crimes long con¬ 
cealed : would wound the Souls of any Chriftian, 
to have heard the dying Groans of many a defpair- 
ing Creature, and none durft come near to com¬ 
fort them : Many a Robbery, many a Murder, was 
then confeft aloud, and no Body lurviving to Re¬ 
cord the Accounts of it. People might be heard 

* even into the Streets as we pafs’a along, calling up¬ 
on God for Mercy, thro’ Jefus Chrift, and faying, 
I have been a Thief, I have been an Adulterer, I 
have been a Murderer, and the like ; and none durft 
flop to make the leaft Enquiry into fuch Things, or 
to adminifter Comfort to the poor Creatures, that 
in the Anguifh both of Soul and Body thus cry’d 
out. Some of the Minifters did Yifit the Sick at 
firft, and for a little while, but it was not to be 

done; 
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done; it would have b^en prefent Death, to have 
gone into fome Houles : The very Buryers of the 
Dead, who were the hardnedeft Creatures in Town, 
were fometimes beaten back, and fo terrify’d, that 
they durft not go into Houfes, where the whole 
Families were fwept away together, and where the 
Circumftances were more particularly horrible as 
fome were; but this was indeed, at the firft Heat 
of the Diftemper. 

Time enur’d them to it all; and they ventured 
every where afterwards, without Hefitation, as I 
fhall have Occafion to mention at large hereafter. 

I am fuppofing now, the Plague to be begun, as 
I have faid, and that the Magiftrates begun to 
take the Condition of the People, into their ferious 
Confideration; what they did as to the Regula¬ 
tion of the Inhabitants, and of infeCted Families. 
I fhall fpeak to by itfelf; but as to the Affair 
of Plealth, it is proper to mention it here, that 
having feen the foolifh Humour of the People, in 
running after Quacks, and Mountebanks,Wizards, 
and Fortune-tellers, which they did as above, even 
to Madnefs. The Lord Mayor, a very fober and 
religious Gentleman appointed Phyficians and Sur¬ 
geons for Relief of the poor ; I mean the difeafed 
poor; and in particular, order’d the College of 
Phyficians to publifh Directions for cheap Reme¬ 
dies, for the Poor, in all the Circumftances of the 
Diftemper. This indeed was one of the moft charit¬ 
able and judicious Things that could be done at 
that Time ; for this drove the People from haunt¬ 
ing the Doors of every Difperfer of Bills; and from 
taking down blindly, and without Confideration, 
Poifon for Phyfick, and Death inftead of Life. 

This Direction of the Phyficians was done by 
a Confultation of the whole College, and as it was 
particularly calculated for the ufe of the Poor; 
and for cheap Medicines it was made publick, 

fo 
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fo that every Body might fee it; and Copies 
were given gratis to all that defired it : But as 
it is publick, and to be feen on all Occalions, I 
need not give the Reader of this, the i rouble 
of it. 

I fhall not be fuppofed to leffen the Authority 
or Capacity of the Phyficians, when, I fay, that 
the Violence of the Diflemper, when it came t6 
its Extremity, was like the Fire the next Year; 
The Fire which confumed what the Plague could 
not touch, defy’d all the Application of Remedies; 
the Fire Engines were broken, the Buckets thrown 
away; and the Power of Man was baffled, and 
brought to an End ; fo the Plague defy’d all Medi¬ 
cines ; the very Phyficians were feized with it, 
with their Prefervatives in their Mouths ; and 
Men went about preferibing to others and tel¬ 
ling them what to do, till the Tokens were up¬ 
on them, and they dropt down dead, deflroyed 
by that very Enemy, they direded others to op- 
pofe. This was the Cafe of feveral Phyficians, 
even fome of them the moll eminent; and of 
feveral of the moft fkilful Surgeons ; Abundance 
of Quacks too died, who had the Folly to trufl to 
their own Medicines, which they mult needs be 
confcious to themfelves, were good for nothing 5 
and who rather ought, like other Sorts of Thievess 
to haye ran away, fenfible of their Guilt, from 
the Juftice that they could not but expert fhould 
punifh them, as they knew they had deferved. 

Not that it is any Derogation from the La¬ 
bour, or Application of the Phyficians, to fav, 
they fell in the common Calamity ; nor is it fo 
intended by me; it rather is to their Praife, that 
they ventured their Lives fo far as even to lofe 
them in the Service of Mankind; They endea¬ 
voured to do good, and to fave the Lives of 
others. But we were not to exped, that the 

Phy- 
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Phyficians could flop God’s Judgments, or pre¬ 
vent a Diftemper eminently armed from Hea¬ 
ven, from executing the Errand it was fent 
about. 

Doubtlefs, the Phyficians affifted many by their 
Skill, and by their Prudence and Applications, 
to the having of their Lives, and reftoring their 
Health : But it is not leiTening their Charadter, or 
their Skill, to fay, they could not cure thofe that 
had the Tokens upon them, or thofe who were 
mortally infedled before the Phyficians were fent 
for, as was frequently the Cafe. 

It remains to mention now what publick Mea- 
fures were taken by the Magiftrates for the ge¬ 
neral Safety, and to prevent the fpreading of 
the Diftemper, when it Jfirft broke out: I fhall 
have frequent Occafion to fpeak of the Pru¬ 
dence of the Magiftrates, their Charity, their Vi¬ 
gilance for the Poor, and for preferving good 
Order *, furnifhing Provihons, and the like, when 
the Plague was increafed, as it afterwards was. 
But I am now upon the Order and Regulations 
they publiihed for the Government of intedled 
Families. 

I mention'd above Quitting of Houfes up ; and 
it is needful to fay fomething particularly to 
that; for this Part of the Hift'ory of the Plague 
is very melancholy; but the mofi grievous Story 
mujt be told. 

About June the Lord Mayor of London, and 
the Court of Aldermen, as I have faid, began 
more particularly to concern themfelves for the 
Regulation of the City. 

The Juftices of Peace for Middlefex, by Direc¬ 
tion of the Secretary of State, had begun to fhut 
up Houfes in the Parifhes of St. Giles*s in the Fields, 
St. Martins, St. Clement Danes, &c. and it was with 
good Succefs; for in feveral Streets, where the 

Plague 
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Plague broke out, upon flribt guarding the Houfes 
that were infebted, and taking care to bury thofe 
that died, immediately after they were known to be 
dead, the Plague ceafed in thofe Streets It was al- 
fo obferv’d, that the Plague decreas’d fooner in thofe 
Parifhes, after they had been vifited to the full, 
than it did in the Parifhes of Bifhopfgate, Shoreditchy 
Aldgate, Whitechapel, Stepney, and others, the ear¬ 
ly Care taken in that Manner, being a great Means 
to the putting a Check to it. 

This fhutting up of Houfes was a Method firft 
taken, as I underftand, in the Plague which hap¬ 
pened in 1603, at the coming of King James the 
Firft to the Crown, and the Power of fhutting 
People up in their own Houfes, was granted by 
Adi of Parliament, entitled, An Act for the chari¬ 
table Relief and Ordering of Per Jons infebted with the 
Plague. On which Adi of Parliament, the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London, found¬ 
ed the Order they made at this Time, and which 
took place the ill of July 1665, when the Num¬ 
bers indebted within the City were but few, the laft 
Bill for the ninety-two Parifhes being but four ^ 
and fome Houfes having been fhut up in the City, 
and fome People being removed to the Peft-houfe 
beyond Bunhill-Fields, in the Way to IJlington y I 
fay, by thefe Means, when there died near one 
thoufand a Week in the whole, the Number in the 
City was but twenty-eight *, and the City was pre- 
ferved more healthy in Proportion, than any other 
Place all the Time of the Infection. 

Thefe Orders of my Lord Mayor’s were pub- 
lifh’d, as I have faid, the latter End of June, and 
took place from the find of Jul\\ and were as fol¬ 
lows, (viz.) 
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ORDERS Conceived and Publifhed by the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of 
London, concerning the Infection of the 
Plague. 1665. 

4 XAT H E R E A S in the Reign of our late 
4 VV Sovereign King James, of piappy Me- 
4 mory, an Adt was made for the charitable Re- 
4 lief and ordering of Perfons infedted with the 
4 Plague; whereby Authority was given to Juf- 
4 tices of the Peace, Mayors, Bailiffs and other 
41 head Officers, to appoint within their feveral 
4 Limits, Examiners, Searchers, Watchmen, Keep- . 
4 ers, and Buriers for the Perfons and Places in- 
4 fedted, and to minifter unto them Oaths for the 
4 Performance of their Offices. And the fame Sta- 
4 tute did alfo authorize the giving of other Di- 
4 redtions, as unto them for the prefent Necefiity 
4 fhould leem good in their Difcfetions. It is now 
4 upon fpecial Confederation, thought very ex- 
4 pedient for preventing and avoiding of Iniedfion 
4 of Sicknefs (if it fliall fo pleafe Almighty God) 
4 that thefe Officers following be appointed, and 
4 thefe Orders hereafter duly obferved. 

Examiners to be appointed in every Par if. 

4 TPM R ST, It is thought requifite, and fo or- 
4 Jp dered, that in every Parifh there be one, 
4 two, or more Perfons of good Sort and Credit, 
4 chofen and appointed by the Alderman, his 
4 Deputy, and Common-Council of every Ward, 
4 by the Name of Examiners, to continue in that 
4 Office the Space of two Months at leaf!: And 
4 if any fit Perfon fo appointed, fhall refufe to un~ 

4 dertake 
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dertake the fame, the faid Parties fo refufing, to 
be committed to Prilon until they fhall con¬ 
form themfelves accordingly. 

"The Examiners Office. THAT thefe Examiners be fworn by the Al¬ 
dermen, to enquire and learn from time to 

time what Houfes in every Parifh be Vifited, 
and what Perfons be Sick, and of what Difeafes, 
as near as they can inform themfelves *, and upon 
doubt in that Cafe, to command Reftraint of Ac- 
cefs, until it appear what the Difeafe fhall prove : 
And if they find any Perfon fick of the Infection, 
to give order to the Conftable that the Houfe be 
fhut up ; and if the Conftable fhall be found Re- 
mifs or Negligent, to give prefent Notice there¬ 
of to the Alderman of the Ward. 

Watchmen. THAT to every infefted Houfe there be ap¬ 
pointed two Watchmen, one for every Day, 

and the other for the Night: And that thefe 
Watchmen have a fpecial care that no Perfon go 
in or out of fuch infected Houfes, whereof they 
have the Charge, upon pain of fevere Pnnifh- 
ment. And the faid Wachmen to do fuch fur¬ 
ther Offices as the lick Houfe fhall need and re¬ 
quire : and if the Watchman be fent upon any 
Bufinefs, to lock up the Houfe, and take the Key 
with him : And the Watchman by Day to attend 
until ten of the Clock at Night: And the Watch¬ 
man by Night until fix in the Morning. 

Searchers. 

HAT there be a fpecial care to appoint 
JL Women-Searchers in every Parifh, fuch as 

are of honeft Reputation, and of the belt Sort as 
can be got in this kind ; And thefe to be fworn to 

4 make 
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4 make due Search, and true Report to the utm oft 
* of their Knowledge, whether the Perfons whofe 
4 Bodies they are appointed to Sear , h, do die of the 
6 Infection, or of what other Difeafes, as near as 
* they can. And that the Phyficians, who fhall be 
4 appointed for Cure and Prevention of the Infec- 
4 tion, do call before them the faid Searchers, who 
6 are, or fhall be appointed for the feveral Parifhes 
c under their refpecfive Cares, to the end they may 
4 confider, whether they are fitly qualified for that 
4 Employment and charge them from time to 
4 time as they fhall fee Caufe, if they appear de^ 
c feclive in their Duties. 

4 That no Searcher during this time of Vilita.- 
c tion, be permitted to ufe any publick Work or 
4 Employment, or keep any Shop or Stall, or be 
4 employed as a Landrefs, or in any other com** 
4 mon Employment whatfoever. 

Chirurgeons. 

4 better affiftance of the Searchers, for as 
4 1. much as there hath been heretofore great 
4 Abufe in mifreporting theDifeafe, to the further 
4 fpreading of the Infedlion : It is therefore order- 
4 ed, that there be chofen and appointed able and 
4 difcreet Chirurgeons, befides thofe that do already 
4 belong to the Peft-Houfe : Amongft whom the 
4 City and Liberties to be quartered as the places 
4 lie moil apt and convenient ^ and every of thefe 
4 to have one Quarter for his Limit: and the faid 
4 Chirurgeons in every of their Limits to join with 
4 the Searchers for the View of the Body, to the end 
4 there may be a true Report made of theDifeafe. 

4 And further, that the faid Chirurgeons fhall 
4 vifit and fearch fuch like Perfons as fhall either 
4 fend for them, or be named and directed unto 
4 them, by the Examiners of every Parifh, and in- 
4 form themfelves of the Difeafe of the faid Parties. 

4 And 
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c And forafmuch as the faid Chirurgeons are to 
4 be fequeftred from all other Cures, and kept only 
4 to this Difeafe of the Infedion; It is order’d 
4 That every of the faid Chirurgeons fhall have 
4 Twelvepence a Body fearced by them, to be paid 
4 out of the Goods of the Party fearched, if he be 
4 able, or otherwife by the Parifh. 

Nurfe-keepers. 

4 T F any Nurfe-keeper fhall remove herfelf out of 
4 X any infeded Houfe before twenty-eight Days 
4 after the Deceafe of any Perfon dying of the In- 
4 fedion, the Houfe to which the faid Nurfe-keeper 
4 doth fo remove herfelf, fhall be Unit up until the 
4 faid twenty eight Days be expired. 

5(O#O9G#O9O909GBO9G#OIC >9O8O9OtGSO9OBGfiO0OSOSG9C 

Orders concerning infeded Houfes, and 
Perfons fick of the Plague. 

o 
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No tice to he given of the Si chiefs. THE Mailer of every Houfe, as foon as any 
one in his Houfe complaineth, either of 

Botch, or Purple, or Swelling in any part of his 
Body, or falleth otherwife dangeroufly Sick,, with¬ 
out apparent Caufe of fome other Difeafe, fhall 
give knowledge thereof to the Examiner of Heal th, 
within two Flours after the faid Sign fhall appear. 

Sequeftration of the Sick. 

* A S foon as any Man fhall be found by this 
4 JljL Examiner, Chirurgeon or Searcher to be 
4 lick of the Plague, he fhall the fame Night be 
4 fequeftred, in the fame Houfe, and in cafe he be 
4 fo fequeftred, then, though he afterwards die not, 
4 the Houfe wherein he fickned, Ihould be fhut up 

E 4 for 
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4 for a Month, after the ufe of the due Preferva^ 
6 tives taken by the reft. 

Airing the Stuff. 17^ O R Sequeftration of the Goods and Stuff of 
‘ the Infection, their Bedding, and Apparel, 

4 and Hangings of Chambers, muft be well aired 
c with Fire, and fuch Perfumes as are requifite 
4 within the infected Ploufe, before they be taken 
c again to ufe: This to be done by the Appoint- 
s meat of the Examiner. 

Shutting up of the Houfe. 

F any Perfon fhall havevifited any Man, known 
4 A t0 be infebted of the Plague, or entred willingly 
4 into any known infebted Houfe, being not allowed: 
4 The Houfe wherein he inhabiteth, fhall be fhut up 
4 for certain Days by the Examiners Direction. 

None to he removed out of infected Houfes, hut, &c. 

4 TfTEM, That none be remov’d out of the Houfe 
6 JL where he falleth fick of the Infebtion, into any 
4 other Houfe in the City, (except it be to the Peft- 
* Houfe or a Tent, or unto fome fuch Houfe, which 
4 the Owner of the laid vilited Houfe holdeth in his 
4 own Hands, and occupieth by his own Servants) 
4 and fo as Security be given to the Parifh, whither 
4 fuch Remove is made; that the Attendance and 
4 Charge about the faid vifited Perfons fhall be ob- 
4 ferved and charged in all the Particularities before 
4 exprefted, without any Coil of that Parifh, to 
4 which any fuch Remove fhall happen to be made, 
4 and this Remove to be done by Night: And it fhall 
4 be lawful to any Perfon that hath two Houles, to 
4 remove either his found or his indebted People to 
4 his fpare Houfe at his choice, fo as if he fend away 
4 firft his Sound, he not after fend thither the Sick, 
4 nor again unto the Sick the Sound, And that the 

4 fame 



He PLAGUE, £t 

* fame which he fendeth, be for one Week at the 
* leaft fhut up, and fecluded from Company, for 
c fear of fome Infection, at the firft not appearing. 

Burial of tbs Bead. 

6 ^jpHAT the Burial of the Dead by this Vifi- 
•A. tation, be at moil convenient Flours, always 

either before Sun-rifing, or alter Sumfetting, with 
‘ the Privity of the Church-wardens or Conftable*. 
* and not otherwife; and that no Neighbours nor 
4 Friends be buffered to accompany the Corps to 
c Church, or to enter the Houle vifited, upon pain 
c of having his Houfe fhu't up, or be imprifoned. 

c And that no Corps dying of Jnfe&ion fhall be 
* buried, or remain in any Church in time of Com-* 
c mon-Prayer, Sermon, or Le&ure. And that no 
4 Children be buffered at time of burial of any Corps 

in any Church, Church-yard, or Burying-piaee 
4 to come near the Corps, Coffin, or Grave. And 
4 that all the Graves fhall be at leaft fix Foot deep. 

4 And further, all publick Aflemblies at other 
Burials are to be forOorn during the Continuance 

f of this Vilitation. 

No infeBed Stuff to be uttered. 

4 ^TlHAT no Clothes, Stuff, Bedding or Car- 
4 j[ ments be buffered to be carried or conveyed 
4 out of any infedted Houles, and that the Criers 
4 and Carriers abroad of Bedding or old Apparel 
4 to be fold or pawned, be utterly prohibited and 
4 reftrained, and no Brokers of Bedding or old 
4 Apparel be permitted to make any outward Shew, 
4 or hang forth on their Stalls, Shopboards or Win- 
4 dows towards any Street, Lane, Common-way or 
* Paffage, any old Bedding or Apparel to be fold, 
4 upon pain of Imprifonment. And if any Broker 
* or other Perfon fhall buy any Bedding, Apparel, 
4 or other Stuff out of any infefted Houfe, within 

£2 ■ 6 tw# 
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two Months after the Infection hath been there, 
g his Houle fhall be fhut up as Infe&ed, and fo 
c fhall continue (hut up twenty Days at the lead;. 

No P erf on to be conveyed out of any infe bled Houfe. 

4 T F any Perfon vifited do fortune by negligent 
4 JL looking unto, or by any other Means, to come, 
4 or be conveyed from a Place infedted, to any other 
4 Place, theParilh from whence fuch Party hath come 
4 or been conveyed, upon notice thereof given, fhall 
4 at their Charge caufe the faid Party fo vifited and 
4 efcaped, to be carried and brought back again by 
1 Night, and the Parties in this cafe offending, to 
4 be punifhed at the Direction of the Alderman of 
4 the Ward; and the Houfe of the Receiver of fuch 
4 vifited Perfon, to be fhut up for twenty Days. 

Every vifited Houfe to be marked. TH AT every Houfe vifited, be marked with 
a red Crofs of a Foot long, in the middle of 

the Door, evident to be feen, and with thefe ufual 
printed Words, that is to fay, Lord have Mercy 
upon us, to be fet clofe over the fame Crofs, there to 
continue until lav/ful opening of the fame Houfe. 

Every vifited Houfe to be watched. 

4 rrlHAT the Conflables fee every Houfe fhut 
4 JL tip, and to be attended with Watchmen, 
4 which may keep them in, and minifter Neceffaries 
4 unto them at their own Charges (if they be able,) 
4 or at the common Charge, if they be unable: The 
4 fhutdng up to be for the fpace of four Weeks 
4 after all be whole. 

4 That precife Order be taken that the Searchers, 
4 Chirurgeons, Keepers and Buriers are not to pals 
4 the Streets without holding a red Rod or W and 
4 of three Foot in Length in their Hands, open and 
4 evident to be feen, and are not to go into any 

4 other 
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1 other Houfe than into their own, or into that 
‘ whereunto they are dire&ed or fent for; but to 
4 forbear and abftain from Company, especially 
4 when they have been lately ufed in any fuck 
* Bufinefs or Attendance. 

Inmates. THAT where feveral Inmates are in one and 
the fame Houfe, and any Ferfon in that 

Houfe happens to be Infedted j no other Ferfon 
or Family of iuch Houfe fhall be buffered to re¬ 
move him or themfelves without a Certificate 
from the Examiners of Health of that Pariih ; or 
in default thereof, the Houfe whither he or they 
fo remove, fhall beiliut up as in cafe of Vifitation. 

Hackney-Coaches. 

/T‘VHAT care be taken of Hackney-Coach- 
men, that they may not (as fome of them 

have been obferved to do after carrying of infec¬ 
ted Perfons to the Pejl-Houfe, and other Places, 
be admitted to common ufe, till their Coaches be 
well aired, and have flood unemploy’d by the 
Space of five or fix Days after fuch Service. 

, ‘ • - • ) 

Orders for cleanfing and keeping of the 
Streets Sweet. 

The Streets to he kept clean. 

LRST, it is thought ncceflary, and fo order¬ 
ed, that every Houfholder do caufe the 

‘ Street to be daily prepared before his Door, and 
c fo to keep it clean fwept all the Week long. 

c 

c 
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That Rakers take it from out the Houfes. 

4 /"1T'HAT the Sweeping and Filth of Houfes be 
daily carry’d away by the Rakers, and that 

-* the Raker fhall give notice of his coming, by the 
E 3 1 blowing 
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e blowing of a Horn* as hitherto hath been 
6 done. 

Lay ft alls to he made far off from the City. 

AT the Layilalls be removed as far as may 
be out of the City, and common Parages* 

6 and that no Nightman or other be buffered to emp- 
‘ ty a Vault into any Garden near about the City, 

Care to he had of unwholfome Fifh or Flefh, and of 
?nuft■ y Corn. 

J1AT fpecial care be taken, that no flank” 
ing Fifh, or unwholefome Flefn, or mufty 

€ Corn or other corrupt Fruits, of what Sort foever 
4 be buffered to be fold about the City, or any part 
* of the fame. 

< That the Brewers and Tippling-houfes be 
4 looked unto, for mufty and unwholfome Cafks. 

6 That no Hogs, Dogs, or Cats, or tame Pigeons, 
4 or Conies, be luffered to be kept within any part 
c of the City, or any Swine to be, or ftray in the 
€ Streets or Lanes, but that buch Swine be im- 
£ pounded by the Beadle or any other Officer, and 
* the Owner punifhed according to Ad: of Com- 
c mon-Council, and that the Dogs be killed by 
* the Dog-killers appointed for that purpofe. 

ORDERS concerning loofe Perfons and idle. 
Affemblies, 

Beggars. 

Orafmuch as nothing is more complained of, 
than the Multitude of Rogues and wandring 

Beggars,that fwarm in every place about the City, 
being a great caufe of the fpreading of the In- 

4 fedlion. 
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fe&ion, and will not be avoided, notwithftanding 
any Orders that have been given to the contrary: 
It is therefore now ordered, that fuch Conftables, 
and others, whom this Matter may any way con* 
cern, take fpecial care that no wandering; Beggars 
be buffered in the Streets of this City, in any Fa* 
lkion or Manner whatfoever, upon the Penalty 
provided by the Law, to be duly and fevereiy ex¬ 
ecuted upon them. 

Plays. 
drIAT all Plays, Bear-baitings, Games, Ting¬ 

ing of Ballads, Buckler-play, or fuch like 
Caufes of Affemblies of People be utterly prohi¬ 
bited, and the Parties offending fevereiy punfill¬ 
ed by every Alderman in his Ward. 

Feafting prohibited. THAT all publick Feafting, and particularly 
by the Companies of this City, and Dinners 

at Taverns, Alehoufes, and other Places of com¬ 
mon Entertainment, be forborn till further Order 
and Allowance*, and that the Money thereby fpa- 
red, be preferred and employed for the Benefit and 
Relief of the Poor vifited with the Infehtion. 

Fipling-Honfes. THAT diforderly Tipling in Taverns, Ale¬ 
houfes, Coffee-houfes, and Cellars be fe¬ 

vereiy looked unto, as the common Sin of this 
Time, and greateft Occafion of difperfing the 
Plague. And that no Company or Perfon be buf¬ 
fered to remain or come into any Tavern, Ale- 
houfe, or Coffeedioufe, to drink after nine of the 
Clock in the Evening, according to the ancient 
Lav/ and Cultom of this City, upon the Penalties 
ordained in that Behalf. 

E 4 And, 
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4 And for the better execution of thefe Orders, 
c and fuch other Rules and Diredlions as upon 
4 further confideration fhall be found needful *, It 
4 is ordered and enjoined that the Aldermen, De- 
4 puties, and Common-Council-men fhall meet 
4 together weekly, once, twice, thrice, or oftner, 
4 fas caufe fhall require) at fome one general Place 
4 accuftomed in their refpedtive Wards (being 
4 clear from Infedtion of the Plague) to confult 
4 how the faid Orders may be duly put in Exe- 
4 cution; not intending that any, dwelling in or 
4 near Places infedted, fhall come to the faid Meet- 
4 ing while their coming may be doubtful. And 
c the faid Aldermen, and Deputies, and Common- 
4 Council-men in their feveral Wards may put in 
4 Execution any other good Orders that by them 
4 at their laid Meetings fhall be conceived and de~ 
4 vifed, for Prefervation of His Majefty’s Sub- 
4 jedts from the Infedtiond 

Sir John Lawrence ? Sir George Waterman } m 
Lord Mayor. S Sir Charles Doe. $ n S>' 

I need not fay, that thefe Orders extended only 
to fuch Places as were within the Lord Mayor’s 
Jurifdidtion *, fo it is requifite to obferve, that the 
Juftices of Peace, within thofe Parifhes, and Places 
as were called the Hamlets, and Out-parts, took 
the fame Method : As I remember, the Orders 
for Hunting up of Houles, did not take Place fo 
foon on our Side, becaufe, as I faid before, the 
Plague did not reach to thefe Eaftern Parts, of 
the Town, at leaft, nor begin to be very violent, 
till the beginning oi Auguft. For Example, the 
whole Bill, from the nth to the i8th of July> was 
1761, yet there dy’d but 71 of the Plague, in all 
thofe Parifhes we call the Tower-Hamlets ; and they 
were as follows. 

Algcrte 
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'Agate 14 , 3 4 
Stepney 33 the next 58 and to the 76 
White-Chapel 21 Week was 48 ifto(Aug. 79 
St. Kath. Tower 2 thus. 4 thus. 4 
Trin. Minories 1 1 4 

71 145 228 

It was indeed, coming on a main; for the Bu¬ 
rials that fame Week, were in the next adjoining 
Parilhes, thus, 

St .JL.en.Sh or ditch 64 the next Week 84 to the ill 1*0 
St.Bot. Bi/hopfg. 6$ pfodigioufly in- 105 of Aug. 116 
St.Giles Crippl. 213 creafed, as 421 thus. ^^4 

342 6lO 780 

This (hutting up of Houfes was at firfi: counted 
a very cruel and Unchriftian Method, and the 
poor People fo confin’d made bitter Lamentations : 
Complaints of the Severity of it, were alfo daily 
brought to my Lord Mayor, of Houfes caufelefsly, 
(and ibme malicioufiy) fhut up: I cannot fay, but 
upon Enquiry, many that complained fo loudly, 
were found in a Condition to be continued, and 
others again, Infpedtion being made upon the fick 
Perfon, and the Sicknefs not appearing infectious, 
or if uncertain, yet, on his being content to be 
carried to the PefEHoufe, were releafed. 

It is true, that the locking up the Doors of 
Peoples Houfes, and fetting a Watchman there 
Night and Day, to prevent their (lining out, or 
any coming to them ; when, perhaps, the found 
People, in the Family, might have efcaped, if 
they had been remov’d from the Sick, looked very 
hard and crueland many People perifhed in 
thefe miferable Confinements, which ’tis reafon^ 

able 
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able to believe, would not have been diftemper’d 
if they had had Liberty, tho’ the Plague was in 
the Houfe \ at which the People were very clamor¬ 
ous and uneafy at firfh and feveral Violences were 
committed, and Injuries offered to the Men, who 
were fet to *watch the Houfes fo fhut up •, alfo 
feveral People broke out Ty Force, in many 
Places, as I fhall obferve by and by : But it was 
a publick Good that juftified the private Mif- 
chief \ and there was no obtaining the leaf! Miti¬ 
gation, by any Application to Magiflrates, or Go¬ 
vernment, at that Time, at leaft, not that I heard 
of. This put the People upon all Manner of Stra¬ 
tagem, in order, if poffible, to get out, and it 
would fill a little Volume, to fet down the Arts 
us’d by the People of fuch Houfes, to fhut the Eyes 
of the Watchmen, who were employ’d to deceive 
them, and to efcape, or break out from them ; in 
which frequent Scuffles, and fome Mifchief hap¬ 
pened ; of which by itfelf. 

As I went along Houndfditch one Morning,* 
about eight o’Clock, there was a great Noife; it 
is true indeed, there was not much Croud, be- 
caufe People were not very free to gather together, 
or to flay long together, when they were there, 
nor did I flay long there: But the Outcry was loud 
enough to prompt my Curiofity, and I call’d to 
one that look’d out of a Window, and afk’d 
what was the Matter. 

A Watchman, it feems, had been employed to 
keep his Poll at the Door of a Houfe, which was 
infedted, or faid to be infedted, and was fhut up ^ 
fie had been there all Night for two Nights toge¬ 
ther, as he told his Story, and the Day Watch¬ 
man had been there one Day, and was now come 
to relieve him: All this while no Noife had 
been heard in the Houfe, no Light had been 
feen $ they call’d for nothing, fent him of no 

Errands, 
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Errands, which us'd to be the chief Bufmefs of the 
Watchmen ; neither had they given him any Di- 
fturbance, as he laid, from the Monday Afternoon, 
when he heard great crying and fcreaming in the 
Houfe, which, as he fuppofed, was occafioned by 
feme of the Family dying juft at that Time : it 
feems the Night before, the Dead-Cart, as it was 
called, had been ftopt there, and a Servant-Maid 
had been brought down to the Door dead, and the 
Buriers or Bearers, as they were call’d, put her in¬ 
to the Cart, wrapt only in a green Rug, and 
carried her away. 

The Watchman had knock’d at the Door, it 
feems, when he heard that Noife and Crying, as 
above, and no Body anfwered, a great while * but 
at laft one look’d out and faid with an angry 
quick Tone, and yet a kind of crying Voice, or 
a Voice of one that was crying, What d'ye want, 
that ye make fucha knocking ? Fie anfwer’d, lam the 
Watchman! how do you do ? What is the Matter ? 
The Perfon anfwered, What is that to you ? Stop the 
Bead-Cart. This it feems was about one a-Clock; 
boon after, as the Fellow jaid, he flopped the Dead- 
Cart, and then knock’d again, but no Body an¬ 
fwer’d : Fie contined knocking, and the Bellman 
call’d out feveral Times, Bring out your Beady but 
no Body anfwered, till the Man that drove the 
Cart being call’d to other Houfes, would flay 
no longer, and drove away. 

The Watchman knew not what to make of 
all this, fo he let them alone, till the Morning- 
Man, or Day-Watch man, as they call’d him, came 
to relieve him, giving him an Account of the 
Particulars, they knock’d at the Door a great 
while, but no body anfwered *, and they obferv’d, 
that the Window, or Cafement, at whch the Per¬ 
fon had look’d out, who had anfwer’d before, 
continued open, being up two Pair of Stairs. 

Upon 
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Upon this, the two Men to fatisfy their Curio* 
fity, got a long Ladder, and one of them went up 
to the Window, and look’d into the Room, where 
he faw a Woman lying dead upon the Floor, in a 
difmal Manner, having no Cloaths on her but her 
Shift: But t-ho’ he call’d aloud, and putting in 
his long Staff knock’d hard on the Floor, yet no 
Body ftirr’d or anfwered; neither could he hear 
•any Noife in the Floufe. 

He came down again, upon this, and acquaint¬ 
ed his Fellow, who went up alfo, and finding it 
juft fo, they refolv’d, to acquaint either the Lord 
Mayor, or feme other Magiftrate of it, but did 
not offer to go in at the Window: The Magi¬ 
ftrate it feems, upon the Information of the two 
Men, ordered the Floufe to be broke open, a Con- 
ftable, and other Perfons being appointed to be 
prefent, that nothing might be plundered; and ac¬ 
cordingly it was fo done, when no Body was found 
in the Houle, but that young Woman, who ha¬ 
ving been infedted, and paft Recovery, the reft 
had left her to die by herfelf, and were every 
one gone, having found fome Way to delude the 
Watchman, and to get open the Door, or get out 
at fome Back - Door, or over the Tops of the 
Houfes, fo that he knew nothing of it; and as to 
thofe Cries and Shrieks, which he heard, it was 
fuppos’d, they were the paffionate Cries of the 
Family, at the bitter parting, which, to be fure, 
it was to them - all; this being the Sifter to the 
Miftrefs of the Family. The .Man of the Floufe, 
his Wife, feveral Children, and Servants, being 
all gone and fled, whether fick or found, that I 
could never learn ; nor, indeed, did I make much 
Enquiry after it. 

Many fuck efcapes were made, out of infedfed 
Houfes, -asfparticularly, when the Watchman was 
fent of fome Errand; for it was his Bufinefs to go 

' . of 
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of any Errand, that the Family lent him of, that is 
to fay, for Neceflaries, fnch as Food and Phyfick ; 
to fetch Phyficians, if they would come, or Sur¬ 
geons, or Nurfes, or to order the Dead-Cart, and 
the like But with this Condition too, that when 
he went, he was to lock up the Outer-Door of the 
Houfe, and take the Key away with him ; to evade 
this, and cheat the Watchmen, People got two or 
three Keys made to their Locks; or they found 
Ways to unfcrew the Locks, fuch as were fcrew’d 
on, and fo take off the Lock, being in the Infide 
of the Houfe, and while they fent away the 
Watchman to the Market, to the Bakehoufe, or 
for one Trifle or another, open the Door, and go 
out as often as they pleas’d: But this being found 
out, the Officers afterwards had Orders to Padlock 
up the Doors on the Outflde, and place Bolts on 
them as they thought fit. 

At another Houfe, as I was inform d, in the 
Street next within Algate, a whole Family was 
fhut up and lock’d in, becaufe the Maid-Servant 
was taken fick *, the Mafter of the Houfe had com¬ 
plain’d by his Friends to the next Alderman, and 
to the Lord Mayor, and had confented to have 
the Maid carried to the Pefl-Houfe, but was re- 
fufed, fo the Door was marked with a red Crofs, 
a Padlock on the Outflde, as above, and a Watch¬ 
man fet to keep the Door according to publick 

Order. 
After the Mafter of the Houfe found there^was 

no Remedy, but that he, his Wife and his Chil¬ 
dren were to be lockt up with this poor diftemper- 
ed Servant; he call’d to the Watchman, and to id 
him, he muft go then and fetch a Nurfe tor them, 
to attend’this poor Girl, for that it wouid be certain 
Death to" them all to oblige them to nUrfe her, 
and told him plainly, that if he would not do 
this, the Maid muft perifli either of the Diftem- 
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per, or be llarv’d for want of Food ; for he was 
refolv’d none of his Family, fhould go near her ; 
and ihe lay in the Garret four Story high, where 
fhe could not Cry out, or call to any Body for 
Help. 

The Watchman confented to that, and went 
and fetch’d a Nurfe as he [was appointed, and 
brought her to them the fame Evening 5 during 
this interval, the Mailer of the Houfe took his 
Opportunity to break a large Hole thro5 his Shop 
into a Bulk or Stall, where formerly a Cobler had 
fat, before or under his Shop-window *, but the 
Tenant as may be fuppofed, at fuck a difmal Time 
as that, was dead or remov’d, and fo he had the 
Key in his own keeping; having made his Way 
into this Stall, which he cou’d not have done, if 
the Man had been at the Door, the Noife he was 
obliged to make, being fuch as would have 
alarm’d the Watchman; I fay, having made his 
Way into this Stall, he fat Hill till the Watchman 
return’d with the Nurfe, and all the next Day alfo ; 
but the Night following, having contriv’d to fend 
the Watchman of another trifling Errand, which 
as I take it, was to an Apothecary’s for a Plaifler 
for the Maid, which he was to flay for the ma ¬ 
king up, or fome other fuch Errand that might 
iecure his flaying fome Time; in that Time he 
conveyed himfelf, and all his Family out of the 
Houfe, and left the Nurfe and the Watchman to 
bury the poor Wench *, that is, throw her into 
the Cart, and take care of the Houfe. 

I cou’d give a great many fuch Stories as thefe, 
diverting enough, which in the long Courfe of that 
difmal Year, I met with, that is heard of, and 
which are very certain to be true, or very near the 
Truth*, that is to fay, true in the General, for 
no Man could at fuch a Time, learn all the Par¬ 
ticulars: There was likewife Violence ufed with 

the 
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the Watchmen, as was reported in abundance of 
Places; and I believe, that from the Beginning of 
the Vifitation to the End, there was not lefs than 
eighteen or twenty of them kill’d, or fo wounded 
as to be taken up for Dead, which was fuppos’d 
to be done by the People in the infe&ed Houfes 
which were fhut up, and where they attempted 
to come out, and were oppos’d. 

Nor indeed cou’d lefs be expe&ed, for here 
were fo many Prifons in the Town, as there were 
Houfes Ihut up ; and as the People fhut up or im- 
prifon’d fo, were guilty ,of no Crime, only fhut 
up becaufe miferable, it was really the more in¬ 
toller able to them. 

It had alfo this Difference; that every Prifbn, 
as we may call it, had but one Jailor; and as h© 
had the whole Houfe to Guard, and that many 
Houfes were fo fituated, as that they had feveral 
Ways out, fome more, fome lefs, and fome into 
feveral Streets ; it was impoffible for one Man fo 
to Guard all the Paffages, as to prevent the efcape 
of People, made defperate by the fright of their 
Circumftances, by the Refentment of their ufage, 
or by the raging of the Diftemper itfelf; fo that 
they would talk to the W atchman on one Side of 
the Houfe, while the Family made their efcape 
at another. 

For example, in Coleman-ftreet, there are abun¬ 
dance of Alleys, as appears Hill; a Houfe was fbue 
up in that they call Whites-Alley, and this Houfe 
had a back Window, not a Door into a Court, 
which had a Paffage into Bell-Alley ; a Watchman 
was fet by the Conftable, at the Door of this 
Houfe, and there he flood, or his Comrade, Night 
and Day, while the Family went all away in the 
Evening, out at that Window into the Court* 
and left the poor Fellows warding, and watching, 
for near a.Fortnight. 

Not 
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Not far from the 'fame Place, they blow’d up z 
Watchman with Gun-powder, and burnt the poor 
Fellow dreadfully, and while he made heidious 
Cries, and no Body would venture to come near 
to help him ; the whole Family that were able to 
ftir, got out at the Windows one Story high ; two 
that were left Siqc, calling out for Help; Care 
was taken to give them Nurfes to look after them, 
but the Perfons fled were never found, till after 
the Plague was abated they return’d, but as no¬ 
thing could be prov’d, fo nothing could be done 
to them. 

It is to be confider’d too, that as thefe were Pri- 
fons without Bars and Bolts, which our common 
Prifons are furnifh’d with, fo the People let them- 
felves down out of their Windows, even in the Face 
of the Watchman, bringing Swords or Piftols in 
their Hands, and threatening the poor Wretch to 
fhoot him, if he Hir’d or call’d for Help. 

In other Cafes, fome had Gardens, and Walls, 
or Pales between them and their Neighbours ; or 
Yards, and Back-Houfes ; and thefe by Friend- 
fhip and Entreaties, would get leave to get over 
thofe Walls or Pales, and fo go out at their 
Neighbour’s Doors ; or by giving Money to their 
Servants, get them, to let them thro’ in the Nightly 
fo that in fliort, the fhutting up of Houfes, was 
in no wife to be depended upon *, neither did it 
anfwer the End at all; ferving more to make the 
People defperate, and drive them to fuc h Extre¬ 
mities, as that, they would break out at all Ad¬ 
ventures. 

And that which was Hill worfe, thofe that did 
thus break out, fpread the Infedtion farther by their 
wandring about with the Diftemper upon them, 
in their defperate Circumftances, than they would 
otherwife have done ; for whoever confiders all the 
Particulars in fuch Cafes muft acknowledge * and we 

can- 
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cannot doubt but the Severity of thofe Confine¬ 
ments made many People dcfperate ; and made 
them run out of their Houfes at all Hazards, and 
with the Plague vifibly upon them, not knowing 
either whither to go, or what to do, or, indeed; 
what they did ; and many that did fo, were driven 
to dreadful Exigences and Extremities, andperifh’d 
in the Streets or Fields for meer Want, or drop’d 
down, by the raging Violence of the Fever upon 
them : Others wandred into the Country, and went 
forward any Way, as their Defperation guided 

them, not knowing whether they went or would 
go, till faint and tir’d, and not getting any Re¬ 
lief ; the Houfes and Villages on the Road refufing 
to admit them to lodge, whether infe&ed or no** 
they have periffi’d by the Road Side, or gotten 
into Barns and dy’d there, none daring to come 
to them, or relieve them, tho’ perhaps not infedted, 
for no Body would believe them. 

On the other hand, when the Plague at firft 
feiz’d a Family, that is to fay, when any one Body 
of the Family had gone out, and unwarily or other- 
wife catch’d the Diftemper and brought it Home, 
it was certainly known by the Family, before it 
was known to the Officers, who, as you will fee 
by the Order, were appointed to examine into the 
Circumflances of all fick Perfons, when they heard 
of their being fick. 

In this Interval, between their being taken fick, 
and the Examiners coming, the Mailer of the 
Hotife had Leifure and Liberty to remove himfelf, 
or all his Family, if he knew whether to go, and 
many did fo : But the great Difaffer was, that 
many did thus, after they were really infedled them- 
felves, and fo carry’d the Difeafe into the Houfes 
of thofe who were fo hofpitable as to receive 
them, which it muft be confefs’d was very cruel 
and ungrateful. 

F And 
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And this was, in part, theReafon of the general 
Notion, or Scandal rather, which went about of 
the Temper of People infected •, namely, that they 
did not take the leaft Care, or make any Scruple of 
infeding others ; tho’ I cannot fay, but there 
might be lome Truth in it too, but not fo general 
as was reported. What natural Reafon could be 
given, for fo wicked a Thing, at a Time, when 
they might conclude themfeives juft going to ap¬ 
pear at the Bar of Divine Juft ice, I know not : 
I am very well iatisfy’d, that it cannot be recon¬ 
ciled to Religion and Principle, any more than it 
can be to Generality and Humanity j but I may 
[peak of that again. 

I am [peaking now of People made defperate, 
by the Apprehensions of their being fhut up, and 
their breaking out by Stratagem or Force, either 
before or after they were fhut up, whofe Mifery 
was not leftcned, when they 'were out, but fadly 
encreafed : On the other hand, many that thus 
got away, had Retreats to go to, and other Houfes, 
where they locked themfeives up, and kept hid 
till the Plague was over and many Families, 
forefeeing the Approach of the Diftemper, laid 
up Stores of Provifions, fufficient for their whole 
Families, and fhut themfeives up, and that fo en¬ 
tirely, that they were neither feen or heard of, till 
the lnfedion was quite ccafed, and then came a- 
broad found and well. I might recoiled feveral 
fuch as thefe, and give you the Particulars of their 
Management ; for, doubtlefs, it was the moft ef¬ 
fectual fecure Step that cou’d be taken for fuch, 
whofe Circumftances would not admit them t© re¬ 
move, or who had not Retreats abroad proper for 
the Cafe ; for, in being thus (hut up, they were as 
if they had been a hundred Miles off: Nor do I 
remember, that any one of thole Families milcar- 
ry’d 5 among thefe, feveral Dutch Merchants were 
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particularly remarkable, who kept their Houfes 
like little Garrifons befieged, differing none to go 
in or our, or come near them *, particularly one in 
a Court in Throckmorton Street, whofe Houfe looked 
into Drapers Garden. 

But I come back to the Cafe of Families infed- 
ed, and (hut up by the Magiftrafes ; the Mifery 
of thofe Families is not to be exprefs’d, and it was 
generally in fuch Houfes that we heard the mod 
difmal Shrieks and Out-cries of the poor People 
terrified, and even frighted to Death, by the Sight 
of the Condition of their deareft Relations, and by 
the Terror of being imprifoned as they were. 

I remember, and while I am writing this Story, 
I think I hear the very Sound of it : A certain 
Lady had an only Daughter, a young Maiden about 
nineteen Years old, and who was pofieffed of a 
very confiderable Fortune ; they were only Lodg¬ 
ers in the Houfe where they were : The young 
Woman, her Mother, and the Maid, had been 
abroad on fome Occalion, I do not remember what, 
for the Houfe was not fhut up ; but about two 
Hours after they came home, the young Lady 
complained fhe was not well •, in a Quarter of an 
Hour more fhe vomited, and had a violent Pain 
in her Head. Pray God, fays her Mother, in a 
terrible Fright, my Child has not the Diftemper ! 
The Pain in her Head increafing, her Mother or¬ 
dered the Bed to be warm’d, and refolv’d to put 
her to Bed *, and prepared to give her Things to 
fweat, which was the ordinary Remedy to be 
taken, when the firft Apprehenflons of the Dif- 
tempar began. 

While the Bed was airing, the Mother undref- 
fed the young Woman, and juft as fhe was laid 
down in the Bed, fhe looking upon her Body with 
a Candle, immediately difcovered the. fatal To¬ 
kens oa the Infide of her Thighs, Her Mother, 
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not being able to contain Iierfelf, threw down 
her Candle, and fcreeck'd out in fuch a frightful 
Manner, that it was enough to place Horror upon 
the flouted: Heart in the World ; nor was it one 
Skream, or one Cry, but the Fright having feiz’d 
her Spirits, fhe fainted firft, then recovered, then 
ran all over the Houfe, up the Stairs and down the 
Stairs, like one diftradled, and indeed really was 
didrafted, and continued fkreeching, and crying 
cut for feveral Hours void of all Senfe, or, at lead. 
Government of her Senfes, and, as 1 was told, ne¬ 
ver came thoroughly to herielf again : As to the 
young Maiden, fhe was a dead Corpfe from that 
Moment ; for the Gangreen, which occafions the 
Spots, had fpread her whole Body, and fhe died 
in lefs than two Hours : But flill the Mother 
continued crying out, not knowing any Thing 
more of her Child, feveral Hours after fhe was 
dead. It is fo long ago, that I am not certain, 
but I think the Mother never recovered, but died 
in two or three Weeks after. 

This was an extraordinary Cafe, and I am there¬ 
fore the more particular in it, becaufe I came fo 
much to the Knowledge of it *, but there were in¬ 
numerable fuch like Cafes ; and it was feldom, 
that the Weekly Bill came in, but there were 
two or three put in frighted, that is, that may well 
he called, frighted to Death : But befides thofe, 
who were fo frighted as to die upon the Spot, there 
were great Numbers frighted to other Extreams, 
fome frighted out of their Senfes, fome out of their 
Memory, and fome out of their Underftanding : 
But I return to the fhutting up of Houfes. 

As feveral People, / fay, got out of their Houfes 
by Stratagem, after they were fhut up, fo others 
got out by bribing the Watchmen, and giving 
them Money to let them go privately out in the 
Night. I muft confefs, I thought it at that time, 
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the moll innocent Corruption, or Bribery, that any 
Man could be guilty of; and therefore could not 
but pity the poor Men, and think it was hard when 
three of thofe Watchmen were publickly whipt thro* 
the Streets, for fuffering People to go out of Houles 
fhut up. 

But not with (landing that Severity, Money pre¬ 
vail’d with the poor Men, and many Families 
found Means to make Salleys out, and efcape that 
way after they had been fhut up: but thele were 
generally fuch as had fome Places to retire to *, and 
tho’ there was no eafy pading the Roads any whi¬ 
ther, after the firft of Auguft, yet there were many 
Ways of Retreat, and particularly, as 1 hinted, fome 
got Tents and let them up in the Fields, carrying 
Beds, or Straw to lie on, and Provifions to eat, and 
fo liv’d in them as Hermits in a Cel! •, for no Body 
would venture to come near them ; and feveral 
Stories were told of fuch ; fome comical, fome tra¬ 
gical, fome who liv’d like wandring Pilgrims in 
the Defarts, and efcaped by making themfelves 
Exiles in fuch a Manner as is fcarce to be credited, 
and who yet enjoyed more Liberty than was to be 
expelled in fuch cafes. 

I have by me a Story of two Brothers and their 
Kinfman, who being fingle Men, but that had 
flay’d in the City too long to get away, and 
indeed, not knowing where to go to have any Re¬ 
treat, nor having wherewith to travel far, took 
a Courfe for their own Prefervation, which tho* 
in it felf at firft, defperate, yet was fo natural, 
that it may be wondred, that no more did fo at 
that Time. They were but of mean Condition, 
and yet not fo very poor, as that they could not 
furnifh themfelves with fome little Convenien¬ 
ces, fuch as might ferve to keep Life and Soul 
together; and finding the Diftemper increafing 
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in a terrible manner, they refolved to fhift as well 
as they could, and to be gone. 

One of them had been a Soldier in the late Wars, 
and before that in the Low Countries, and having 
been bred to no particular Employment but his 
Arms; and befides, being wounded, and not able to 
work very hard, had for fome Time been employ’d 
at a Baker’s of Sea-Bifket in Wapping. 

The Brother of this Man was a Seaman too, but 
fome how or ocher, had been hurt of one Leg, that 
he could not go to Sea, but had work’d for his Liv¬ 
ing at a Sail-Maker’s in Wapping, or thereabouts ; 
and being a good Hufband, had laid up fome Mo¬ 
ney, and was the richefl of the three. 

The third Man was a Joiner or Carpenter by 
Trade, a handy Fellow ; and he had no Wealth, 
but his Box, or Bafket of Tools, with the help of 
which he could at any Time get his Living, fuch a 
Time as this excepted, wherever he went, and he 
liv’d near Shadwel. 

They ail liv’d in Stepney Parifh, which, as I have 
faid, being the laft that was infe&cd, or at leaf! vi¬ 
olently, they flay’d there till they evidently faw 
the Plague was abating at the Weft Part of 
the Town, and coming towards the Eaft where they 
liv’d. 

The Story of thofe three Men, if the Reader 
will be content to have me give it in their own 
Perfons, without taking upon me to either vouch 
the Particulars, or anfwer for any Miftakes, I ftiail 
give as diftindlly as I can, believing the Hiftory 
will be a very good Pattern for any poor Man to 
follow, in cafe the like publick Defoiatlon fhould 
happen here ; and if there may be fuch Occafion, 
which God of his infinite Mercy grant us, ftill the 
Story may have its Ufes fo many ways as that it will, 
I hope, never be faid, that the relating has been un- 
profitable. 

1 fay 
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I fay all this previous to the Hidory, having yer, 
for theprefent, much more to fay before I quit my 

own Parr. 
I went all the fir ft Part of the Time freely about 

the Street^, tho5 not fo freely as to run myfcif 
into apparent Danger, except when they dug the 
great Pit in the Church-Yard of our Parifh of Al¬ 
gal e ; a terrible Pit it was, and I could not refill 
my Curiofity to go and fee it •, as near as I may 
judge, it was about 40 Foot in Length, and about 
15 or 16 Foot broad ; and at the Time I fir ft look¬ 
ed at it, about’nine Foot deep*, but it was laid, 
they dug it near 20 Foot deep afterwards, in one 
Part of it, till they could go no deeper for the Wa¬ 
ter: for they had, it feems, dug feveral large Pits 
before this; for tho’ the Plague was Song a com¬ 
ing to our Parifh, yet when it did come, there was 
no Parifh in or about London, where it raged with 
fuch Violence as in the two PariPnes of Algaie and 

White Chapel 
I fay they had dug feveral Pits in another Ground, 

when the Diftemper began to fpread in our Parifh, 
and efpecially when the Dead-Carts began to go 
about, which was not, in our Parifh, till the be¬ 
ginning of Auguft. Into thefe Pus they had put 
perhaps 50 or 60 Bodies each, then they made 
larger Holes, wherein they buried all that the 
Cart brought in a Week, which by the middle, to 

the End of Auguft, came to, from 200 to 400 a 
Week ; and they could not well dig them larger, 
becaufe of the Order of the Magiftrates, confining 
them to leave no Bodies within fix Foot of the 
Surface*, and the Water coming or, at about 17 
or 18 Foot, they could not well, I fay, put more 
in one Pit; but now, at the Beginning of September, 
the Plague raging in a dreadful Manner, and the 
Number of Burials in our Parifh increafing to more 
£}ian was e,ver buried in any Parifh about London, 

F 4 



7z ‘The H [ S T OR Y of 

of no larger Extent, they ordered this dreadful Guiph 
to be dug; for fuch it was rather than a Pit. 

They had fuppofed this Pit would have fup-” 
ply’d them for a Month or more, when they dug 
it, and fome blam’d the Church-Wardens for fuf- 
fering fuch a frightful Thing, telling them they 
were making Preparations to bury the whole Pa* 
nfh, and the like; but Time made it appear, the 
Church-Wardens knew the Condition of the Parifh 
better than they did ; for the Pit being nnifhed the 
4th of September, I think, they began to bury in it 
the 6th, and by the 20th, which was juft two Weeks, 
they had thrown into it 1114 Bodies, when they 
were obliged to fill it up, the Bodies being then 
come to lie wiihin fix Foot of the Surface : I doubt 
not but there may be fome antient Perfons alive in 
the Parifh, who can juftify the Fact of this, and are 
able to fhew even in what Place of the Church- 
Yard the Pit lay, better than I can-, the Mark 
of it alfo was many Years to be feen in the Church- 
Yard on the Surface lying in Length, parallel with 
the PafTage which goes by the Weft-Wall of the 
Church-yard, out of Hound'[ditch^ and turns Eaft 
again into White Chappel, coming out near the three 
Nuns Inn. 

It was about the 10th of September, that my Cu- 
riofity led, or rather drove me to go and fee this Pit 
again, when there had been near 400 People buried 
in it; and I was not content to lee it in the Day¬ 
time, as 1 had done before; for then there would 
have been nothing to have been feen but the loofe 
Earth ; for all the Bodies that were thrown in, were 
immediately covered with Earth, by thofe they call’d 
the Buryers, which at other Times were call’d Bear¬ 
ers •, but I refolv’d to go in the Night and fee fome 
of them thrown in. 

There was a ftri6b Order to prevent People com- 
ing to thofe Pits, and that was only to prevent 
Infection; But after fome Time, that Order was 

more 
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more neceffary, for People that were infedled, and 
near their End, and delirious alfo, would run to 
thafe Pits wrapt in Blankets, or Rugs, and throw 
themfelves in, and, as they faid, bury them lei ves : I 
cannot fay, that the Officers buffered any willingly 
to lie there : but I have heard, that in a great 
Pit in Finsbury, in thePariffi of Cripplegate, it lying 
open then to the Fields, for it was not then wall’d 
about, came and threw themfelves in, and ex¬ 
pired there, before they threw any Earth upon 
them; and that when they came to bury others, 
and found them there, they were quite dead, tho* 
not cold. 

This may ferve a little to defcribe the dreadful 
Condition of that Day, tho’ it is impoffible to fay 
any Thing that is able to give a true Idea of it to 
thofe who did not fee it, other than this that it 
was indeed very^ very, very dreadful, and fuch as no 
Tongue can exp refs. 

I got Admittance into the Churc.h-Yard by being 
acquainted with the Sexton who attended, who 
tho* he did not refufe me at all, yet earneftly per- 
fwaded me not to go ; telling me very ferioufly, 
for he was a good religious and fenfible Man, that 
it was, indeed, their Bufinefs and Duty to venture, 
and to run all Hazards-, and that in it they might 
hope to be preferv’d ; but that I had no apparent 
Call to it, but my own Curiofity, which, he laid, 
he believ’d I would not pretend, was fufficient to 
juftify my running that Hazard. I told him I had 
been prefs’d in my Mind to go, and that perhaps 
it might be an Intruding Sight, that might not 
be without its Ufes. Nay, fays the good Man, 
if you will venture upon that Score, 5Name of God 
go in ; for, depend upon it, ’twill be a Sermon to 
you, it may be, the belt that ever you heard in 
your Life. 9Tis a fpeaking Sight, fays he, and 
has a Voice with ir, and a loud one, to call us all 
to Repentance ; and with that he opened the Door 
and faid, GoMf you will. His 
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His Difcourfe had fhock’d my Refolution a lit¬ 
tle, and I flood wavering for a good while, but 
juft at that Interval I faw two Links come over 
from the end of the Minories, and heard the Bell¬ 
man, and then appeared a Dead-Cart, as they call'd 
it, coming over the Streets ; fo I could no long¬ 
er refill my Defire of feeing it, and went in : 
There was no Body, as I could perceive at firft, 
in the Church-Yard, or going inro it, but the 
Buryers, and the Fellow that drove the Cart, 
or rather led the Horfe and Cart, but when 
they came up to the Fit, they faw a Man go 
to and again, mufled up in a brown Cloak, and 
making Motions with his Hands, under his 
Cloak, as if he was in a great Agony ; and the Bu- 
riers immediately gathered about him, fuppofmg 
he was one of thole poor delirious, or defperate 
Creatures, that ufed to pretend, as I have faid, to 
bury themfelves; he laid nothing as he walk’d 
about, but two or three times groaned very deeply, 
and loud, and fighed as he would break his Heart. 

When the Buryers came up to him they icon found 
he was neither a Fcrfon infedted and defperate, as 
I have obf rvcd above, or a Perfon diftemper- 
ed in Mind, but one opprefs'd with a dread¬ 
ful Weight of Grief indeed, having his Wife and 
feveral of his Children, all in the Cart, that was 
juft come in with him, and he followed in an Ago- 
ny and Excefs of Sorrow. He mourned heartily, as 
it was eafy to fee, but with a kind of Mafculine 
Grief, that coul d not give it felf Vent by Tears; 
and calmly defiring the Rimers to let him alone, 
faid he would only fee the Bodies thrown in, and 
go away, fo they left importuning him ; but no foon- 
er was the Cart turned round, and the Bodies fhot 
into the Pit promifcuoufly, which was a Surprize to 
him, for he at lead: expeded they would have been 
decently laid in, tho’ indeed he was afterwards 

con- 
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convinced that was impradticable; I fay, no fooner 
did he fee the Sight, but he cry’d out aloud, un¬ 
able to contain himfelf; I could not hear what 
he faid, but he went backward two or three Steps, 
and fell down in a Swoon : the Buryers ran to him 
and took him up, and in a little While he came to 
himfelf, and they led him away to the Pye-Tavem 
over-againft the End of Houndfditch^ where, it ieems, 
the Man was known, and where they took care of 
him. He look’d into the P t again, as he went a- 
way, but the Buriers had covered the Bodies fo im¬ 
mediately with throwing in Earth, that tho’ there 
was Lin;ht enough, for there were Lantherns and 
Candles in them, plac’d all Night round the Sides 
of the Pit, upon the Eleaps of Earth, feven or 
eight, or perhaps more, yet nothing could be 
feen. 

This was a mournful Scene indeed, and affedfed 
me almoft as much as the reft *, but the other was 
awful, and full of Terror, the Cart had in it fix- 
teen or feventeen Bodies, fome were wrapt up in 
Linen Sheets, fome in Rugs, fome little other than 
naked, or fo loofe, that what Covering they had, 
ft 11 from them, in the fhoonng out of the Cart, 
and they fell quite naked among the reft •, but the 
Matter was not much to them, or the Indecency 
much to any one elfe, feeing they were all dead, 
and were to be huddled together into the com¬ 
mon Grave of Mankind, as we may call it, for here 
was no Difference made, but Poor and Rich went 
together ; there was no other way of Burials, nei¬ 
ther was it poflible there fhould, for Coffins were 
not to be had for the prodigious Numbers that fell 
in fuch a Calamity as this. 

It was reported by way of Scandal upon the Bu¬ 
riers, that if any Corpfe was delivered to them, 
decently wound up, as we call’d it then, in a Wind¬ 
ing Sheet ty’d over the Head and Feet, which 

fome 
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fome did, and which was generally of good Linen ; 
I fay, it was reported, that the Buriers were fo 
wicked as to (trip them in the Cart, and carry 
them quite naked to the Ground : But as I can not 
eafily credit any thing fo vile among Chriftians, 
and at a Time fo fill’d- with Terrors, as that was, 
I can only relate it and leave it undetermined. 

Innumerable Stories alfo went about of the cruel 
Behaviours and Pradifes of Nurfes, who tended the 
Sick, and of their liaftening on the Fate of thofe 
they tended in theirSicknds : Bull fhali fay more 
of this in its Place. * 

I was indeed (hock’d with this Sight; it aim oil 
overwhelm’d me, and I went away with my Heart 
moil afflicted and full of the affiicfting Thoughts, 
fuch as I cannot defcribe; juft at my going out of 
the Church, and turning up rhe Street towards my 
own Houle, I faw another Cart with Links, and 
a Bellman going before, coming out of Harrow- 
Alley, in the Butcher-Row, on the other Side of the 
Way, and being, as I perceived, very full of dead 
Bodies, it went directly over the Street alfo toward 
the Church : I flood a while, but I had no Sto¬ 
mach to go back again to fee the fame difmal 
Scene over again, fo i went diredlly Home, where 
I could not but confider with Thankfulnefs, the 
Rifque I had run, believing I had gotten no In¬ 
jury 5 as indeed I had not. 

Here the poor unhappy Gentleman’s Grief came 
into my Head again, and indeed I could not but 
fhed Tears in the Reflection upon it, perhaps more 
than he did himfelf ; but his Cafe lay fo heavy 
upon my Mind, that I could not prevail with my 
felf, but that I mu ft go out again into the Street, 
and go to the Rye-Tavern^ refolving to enquire 
what became of him. 

It was by this Time One a-Clock in the Morn¬ 
ing, and yet the poor Gentleman was there *, the 

Truth 
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Truth was, the People of the Houfe knowing him, 
had entertain’d him, and kept him there all the 
Night, notwithftanding the Danger of being infeft- 
edfby him, tho’ it appear’d the Man was perfe&ly 

found himfeif. 
Ic is with Regret, that I take Notice of this 

Tavern ; the People were civil, mannerly, and an 
obliging Sort of Folks enough, and had till this 
Time kept their Houfe open, and their trade go¬ 
ing on, tho’ not fo very publickly as formerly -, but 
there was a dreadful Set of Fellows that ufed their 
Houfe, and who in the middle of all this Horror 
met there every Night, behaved with all the re¬ 
velling and roaring Extravagances, as is ufual for 
fuch People to do at other Times, and indeed to 
fuch an offenfive Degree, that the very Mailer and 
Miftrefs of the Houfe grew firtt alham’d and then 

terrify’d at them. 
They fat generally in a Room next the Street ; 

and as they always kept late Flours, lo when the 
Dead-Cart came crofs the Street Find to go into 
Hounds-ditch, which was in View of the Tavern 
Windows, they would frequently open the Win¬ 
dows as foon as they heard the Bell, and look out 
at them ; and as they might often hear fad Lamen¬ 
tations of People in the Streets, or at their Win¬ 
dows, as the Carts went along, they would make 
their impudent Mocks and Jeers at them, efpecially 
if they heard the poor People cal! upon God to have 
Mercy upon them, as many would do atthofc Times 
in their ordinary palling along the Streets. 

Thtfe Gentlemen being fomething diffurb’d with 
the Clutter of bringing the poor Gentleman into 
the Houfe, as above, were fi* ft angry, and very 
high with the Mailer of the Houfe, for fuffering 
fuch a Fellow, as they called him, to be brought 
out of the Grave into their r ioule ; but being an- 
fwered, that the Man was a Neighbour, and that 
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he was found, but overwhelmed with the Calamity 
of his Family, and the iike, they turned their An¬ 
ger into ridiculing the Man, and his Sorrow for his 
Wife and Children % taunted him with want of Cou¬ 
rage to leap into the great Fit, and go to Heaven, 
as they jeeringly expreffed it, along with them-, add¬ 
ing fome very profane, and even blafphemous Ex- 
preflions. 

They were at this vile Work when I came back 
to the Houle, and as far as 1 could fee, tho’ the 
Man fat Fill, mute and clifconfolate, and their Af¬ 
fronts could not divert his Sorrow, yet he was both 
grieved and offended at their Difcourfe : Upon this, 
] gently reproved them, being well enough ac¬ 
quainted with their Characters, and not unknown 
in Perfon to two of them. 

They immediately fell upon me with ill Language 
and Oaths; afk’d me what I did out of my Grave, 
at fuch a Time when fo many honefter Men were 
carried into the Church-Yard ? and why I was not 
at Home faying my Prayers, again ft the Dead-Cart 
came for me ? and the like. 

I was indeed aftonifhed at the Impudence of the 
Men, tho’ not at all difcompofed at their Treat¬ 
ment of me; however I kept my Temper; I cold 
them, that tho’ Idefy’d them, or any Man in the 

v World, to tax me with any Dijhonefty, yet I acknow¬ 
ledg’d that in this terrible Judgment of God, many 
better than I were fwept away, and carried to 
their Grave : But to anfwer their Queltion direCtly, 
the Cafe was, that I was mercifully preferved by 
that great God, whofe Name they had blafphem- 
ed and taken in vain, by curling and fwearing in a 
dreadful Manner ; and that I believed I was pre¬ 
ferved in particular, among other Ends of his 
GoodneP, that I might reprove them for their au¬ 
dacious Boldnefs, in behaving in fuch a Manner, and 
in fuch an awful Time as this was, efpecially, for 

their 
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their Jeering and Mocking at an honed: Gentleman, 
and a Neighbour, for dome of them knew him, who 
they faw was overwhelmed with Sorrow, for the 
Breaches which it had pleaded God to make upon 
his Family. 

I cannot call exa&ly to Mind the hellifh abomi¬ 
nable Raillery, which was the Return they made to 
that Talk of mine, being provoked, it feems, that 
I was not at all afraid to be free with them; nor, if 
I could remember, would I fill my Account with 
any of the Words, the horrid Oaths, Curdes, and 
vile Expredions, duch as, at that time of the Day, 
even the word: and ordinarieft People in the Street 
would not ufe •, (for except duch hardened Creatures 
as thede, the mod: wicked Wretches that could be 
found, had at that Time dome Terror upon their 
Minds of the Hand of that Power which could thus, 
in a Moment, deftroy them.) 

But that which was the word in all their devil- 
lidi Language was, that they were not afraid to 
bladpheme God, and talk A theiftically ; making a 
Jed: at my calling the Plague the Hand of God, 
mocking, and even laughing at the Word Judgment, 
as if the Providence of Gcd had no Concern "in the 
indidfing duch a dedoiaring Stroke-, and that the 
People calling upon God, as they daw the Carts 
carrying away the dead Bodies, was all enrhufia- 
ftick, abdurd, and impertinent, 

I made them dome Reply, fuch as I thought pro¬ 
per, but which I found was do far from putting 
a Checque to their horrid way of fpeaking, that it 
made them rail the more 5 fo that I confefs it filled 
me with Horror, and a kind of Rage, and I came 
away, as I told them, left the Hand of that judg¬ 
ment which had vifited the whole City fhould glo¬ 
rify his Vengeance upon them, and all that were 
near them. 

They 
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They received all Reproof with the utmofl: Con¬ 
tempt, and made the pyeaceft Mockery that was pof- 
fible for them to do at me, giving me all the oppro¬ 
brious infolent Scoffs that they could think of for 
preaching to them, as they called it, which indeed 
grieved me, rather than angered me •, and I went a- 
way bidding God, however, in my Mind, that I had 
not (pared them, tho9 they had infulted me fo much. 

They continued this wretched Courfe three or 
four Days afrer this, continually mocking and jeer¬ 
ing at all that (hewed themfeives religious, or fern- 
ous, or that were any way touched with the Senfe of 
the terrible Judgment of God upon us, and I was 
informed they flouted in the fame manner, at the 
good People, who, notwithdanding the Contagion, 
met at the Church, faded, and prayed to God tore- 
move his Hand from them. 

I fay, they continued this dreadful Courfe three or 
four Days, 1 think it was m more, when one of them, 
particularly he who afk*d the poor Gentleman what 
he did out of his Grave ? was flruck from Heaven 
with the Plague, and died in a mod deplorable 
Manner *, and in a word they were every one of 
them carried into the great Pit, which I have men¬ 
tioned above, before it was quite filled up, which 
was not above a f ortnight or thereabout. 

Thefe Men were guilty of many Extravagances, 
fuch as one would think, Human Nature fhould 
have trembled at the Thoughts of, at fuch a Time 
of general Terror, as was then upon us; and parti¬ 
cularly (coding and mocking at every thing which 
they happened to fee, that was religious among 
the People, efpecially at their thronging zealoufly 
to the Place of publick Worfhip, to implore Mercy 
from Heaven in fuch a Time cf Didrefs j and this 
Tavern, where they held their Club, being within 
View of the Church Door, they had the more par¬ 
ticular Occafion for their Atheiftical profane Mirth. 

But 
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But this began to abate a little with them before 

the Accident, which I have related, happened ; for 
the Infedion increafed fo violently, at this Parc of 
the Town now, that People began to be afraid to 
come to the Church, at leaft fuch Numbers did not 
refort thither as was ufual; many of the Clergymen 
likewife were dead, and others gone into the'coun¬ 
try ; for it really required a fteady Courage, and a 
ftrong Faith, for a Man not only to venture being 
iu Town at fitch a Time as this, but likewife to ven¬ 
ture to come to Church and perform the Office of a 
Minifter to a Congregation, of whom he had Reafon 
to believe many of them were actually infeded with 
the Plague, and to do this every Day, or twice a 
Day, as in fome Places was done. 

It is true, the People fhew’d an extraordinary Zeal 
in thefe religious Exercifes, and as the Church Doors 
were always open. People would go in fingle at all 
Times, whether the Minifter was officiating or no, 
and locking themfelves into feparate Pews, would be 
praying to God with great Fervency and Devotion. 

Others affembled at Meeting-Moufes, every one as 
their different Opinions in fuch Things guided, but all 
were promifeuoufly the Subject of thele Mens Drol¬ 
lery, efpecially at the Beginning of the ViHtation. 

It fee ms they had been check’d for their open infult- 
ing Religion in this Manner, by feveral good People 
of every Perfuafion, and that, and the violent raging 
or the Infection, I fuppofe, was the Occafion that 
they had abated much of their Rudenefs for fome 
time before, and were only rous’d by the Spirit of Ri¬ 
baldry and Atheifm at the Clamour which was made, 
when the Gentleman was fir ft brought in there, and, 
perhaps, were agitated by the fame Dpvil, when I 
took upon me to reprove them ; tho’ I did it at firft 
with all the Calmnefs, Temper, and good Manners 
that I could, which, for a while, they intuited me 
the more for, thinking it had been in fear of their 
Rdcntment, tho* afterwards they found the contrary. 

I went 
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1 went Home, indeed, griev’d and afflidled in my 
Mind, at the abominable Wickednefs of thofe Men, 
not doubting, however, that they would be made 
dreadful Examples of God’s Juftice; fori look’d up¬ 
on this difmal Time to be a particular Seafon of Divine 
Vengeance, and that God would, on this Occalion, 
Tingle out the proper Objedts of his Difpleafure, in a 
more efpecial and remarkable Manner, than at ano¬ 
ther Time ; and that , tho* I did believe that many good 
People would, and did, fall in the common Calamity, 
and that it was no certain Rule to judge of the eter¬ 
nal State of any one, by their being diftinguifh’d in 
fuch a Time of general Deft ruction, neither oneWay 
or other *, yet, I fay, it could not but Teem reafonable 
to believe, that God would not think fit to fpare by 
his Mercy fuch open declared Enemies, that fhould 
infult his Name and Being, defy his Vengeance, and 
mock at his Worfhip and Worfhipers, atfuchaTime; 
no not tho’ his Mercy had thought fit to bear with, 
and fpare them at other Times: That this was a Day 
of Vifitation ; a Day of God’s Anger *, and thofe 
Words came into my Thought, Jer. v. ix. Shall 1 
not vifit for thefe things, faith the Lord, and fhall not 
try Soul be avenged of fuch a nation as this ? 

Thefe Things, I fay, lay upon my Mind ; and I 
went home very much griev’d and opprefs’d with the 
Horror of thefe Mens Wickednefs, and to think that 
any thing cou’d be fo vile, fo harden’d, and fo noto- 
rioufly wicked, as to infult God and his Servants, 
and his Worfhip, in fuch a Manner, and at fuch a 
Time as this was ; when he had, as it were, his Sword 
drawn in his Hand, on purpofe to take Vengeance, 
not on them only, but on the whole Nation. 

I had, indeed, been in feme Pafiion, at firft, with 
them, tho3 it was really raffed, not by any Affront 
they had offered me perfonally, but by the Horror 
their blafpheming Tongues fill’d me with; however, 
I was doubtful in my Thoughts, whether the Refent- 
roent I retain’d was not all upon my own private Ac- 

.. count, 
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count, for they had given me a great deal of ill Lan¬ 
guage too, I mean perfonally ; but after fomePaufe 
and having a Weight of Grief upon my Mind, I re- 
tir d my felf, as foon as I came home, for I flepc 

not thatNight; and, giving God molt humblcThanks 
for my Prefervation in the eminent Danger I had 
been in, I fet my Mind feribufly, and with rheutmoft 
Larrieltnefs, to pray for thofe defperate Wretches, 

aaIk „ would pardon them, open their Eyes, and 
effectually humble them. 

By this I not only did my Duty, namely, to pray 
for thofe who defpitefully uftd me, but I fully try’d 
my own Heart, to my full Satisfaction; that it was not 
nil cl with any Spirit of Refentmfent as they had of- 
rfn , me ln particular ; and I humbly recommend 
the Method to all thofe that would know, or be cer¬ 
tain, how to diftinguifh between their real Zeal for 
the Honour of God, and the Effects of their private 
Pafhons and Refentmenr. ' 1 

But I muff go back here to the particular Incidents 
whic.i occur to my Thoughts of the Time of the Vi¬ 
bration, and particularly to the Time of their Hun¬ 
ting up Houfes, in the firft Part of their Sicknefs; for 
before the Sicknefs was come to its Height. Peoole 
had more Room to make their Obfervations, than 
they had afterward : But when it was in the Extre¬ 
mity, there was no fuch Thing as Communication 
with one another, as before. 

During the (hutting up of Houfes, as I have faid, 
iome Violence was offered to the Watchmen ; as to 
Soldiers there were none to be found ; the few Guards 
which the King then had, which were nothing like the 
Number entertain’d fince, were difpers’d, either at 
Oxford with the Court, or in Quarters in the remoter 
Parts of the Country ; fmali Detachments excepted, 
who dia Duty at the Tower, and at Whitehall, 
and thefe but very few ; neither am I pofitive, that 
there was any other Guard at the Tower, than the 

’ arv‘ers’ as they call’d them, who Hand at the 

^ 2 Gate 
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Gate wirh Gowns and Caps, the fame as the Yeomen 
of the Guard ; except the ordinary Gunners, who 
were 24, and the Officers appointed to look after the 
Magazine, who were call’d Armourers: as toTrain’d 
Bands, there was no Poffibility of raifing any, neither 
if the Lieutenancy, either of London or Middlefex, had 
ordered the Drums to heat for the Militia, would 
any of the Companies, I believe, have drawn toge¬ 
ther, whatever Rifque they had run. 

This made the Watchmen be the lefs regarded, and, 
perhaps, occafioned the greater Violence to be ufed 
againft them ; I mention it on this Score, to obferve 
that the fetting Watchmen thus to keep the People in, 
was (iftof all) not effectual, but that the People 
broke our, whether by Force or by Stratagem, even al~ 
mod as often as they pleas’d : And (2d) that thofethat 
did thus break out, were generally People infedted, 
who, in their Defparation, running about from one 
Place to another, valued not who they injur’d, and 
which perhaps, as I have faid, might give birth to 
Report, that it was natural to the infedted People to 
defire to infedt others; which Report was really falfe. 

And I know it fo well, and in fomany feveral Cafes, 
that I could give feveral Relations of good, pious, and 
religious People, who, when they have had the Dil- 
temper, have been fo far from being forward to infedt 
others, that they have forbid their own Family to 
come near them, in hopes of their being preferved ; 
and have even died without feeing their neared Re¬ 
lations, left they ffiould be inftrumental to give them 
the Diftemper, and infedt or endanger them : If then 
there were Cafes wherein the infedted People were 
carelefs of the Injury they did to others, this was cer¬ 
tainly one of them, if not the chief, namely, when 
People, who had the Diftemper, had broken out from 
Houfes which were fo fhut up, and having been driven 
to Extremities for Provifion,orforEntertainmenr, had 
endeavoured to conceal their Condition, and have been 
thereby inftrumental involuntarily to infedt others who 
have been ignorant and unwary. This 
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This is one of the Reafons why I believ’d then, and 
do believe ft ill, that the fhutting up Houfes thus by 
Force,and reftraining,or rather imprifoning People in 
their own Houfes, as is faid above, was of little or no 
Service in the Whole ; nay, I am of Opinion, it was 
rather hurtful, having forced thofe defperate People 
to wander abroad with the Plague upon them, who 
would otherwife have died quietly in their Beds. 

I remember one Citizen, who having thus broken 
out of his Houfe in Alderfgat e-Street, or thereabout, 
went along the Road to IJlington-,he attempted to have 
gone in at the Angel-Inn, and after that at the White- 
Horfe, two Inns known ftill by the fame Signs, but 
was refufed; after which he came to the Pyed Bull, 
an Inn alfo ftill continuing the fame Sign ; he afked 
them for Lodging for one Night only, pretending to 
be going intoLincolnjhire, and alluring them of his be¬ 
ing very found, and free from the Infection, which 
alfo, at that Time, had not reached much that Way. 

They told him they had no Lodging that they could 
fpare, but one Bed, up in the Garret, and that they 
could fpare that Bed but for one Night, fome Drovers 
being expected the next Day with Cattle ; fo, if he 
would accept of that Lodging, he might have ir, 
which he did ; fo a Servant was fent up with a Candle 
with him, to fhew him the Room ; he was very well 
drefs’d, and look’d like a Perfon not ufed to lie in a 
Garret, and when he came to the Room he fetch’d a 
deep Sigh, and faid to the Servant, I have feldom lain 
in fuch a Lodging as this *, however the Servant aftfur- 
ing him again, that they had no better, Well, fays 
he, I muff make fhift *, this is a dreadful Time, but it 
is but for one Night; fo he fat down upon the Btd- 
fide, and bade the Maid, l think it was, fetch him up a 
Pint of warm Ale ; accordingly the Servant went for 
the Ale *, but fome Hurry in the Houfe, which, per¬ 
haps, employed her other ways, put it out of her 
Head * and Ihe went up no more to him. 

The 
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The next Morning,, feeing no Appearance of the 
Gentleman, fome Body in the Houfe afked the Ser¬ 
vant that had fhewed him up Stairs, what was be¬ 
come of him ? She darted •, Alas, fays fne, I never 
thought more of him : He bade me carry him fome 
warm Ale, but I forgot •, upon which, not the Maid, 
but fome other Perfon, was fent up to fee after him, 
who coming into the Room found him Hark dead, 
and almoft cold, ftretch’d out crofs the Bed ; his 
Cloths were pulled off, his Jaw fallen, his Eyes open 
in a moft frightful Pofture, the Rug of the Bed being 
grafped hard in one of his Hands ; 1o that it was plain 
he died foon after the Maid left him, and ’tis proba¬ 
ble,had (he gone up with the Ale,fhe had found him 
dead in a few Minutes after he fat down upon the 
Bed. The Alarm was great in the Houfe, as any 
one may fuppofe, they having been free from the Di- 
ftemper, till that Difaftcr, which bringing the Infec¬ 
tion to the Houfe, fpread it immediately to other 
Houfes round about it, I do not remember how ma¬ 
ny died in the Houfe it felf, but I think the Maid 
Servant, who went up firfb with him, fell prefently 
ill by the Fright, and feveral others; for, whereas 
there died but two in JJlington of the Plague the Week 
before, there died 17 the Week after, whereof 14 
were of the Plague ; this was in the Week from the 
I ith of July to the i 8 th. 

There was one Shift that fome Families had, and 
that not a few, when their Houfes happened to be 
infedted, and that was this ; The Families, who in 
the hrft breaking out of the Biilemper, fled away 
into the Country, and had Retreats among their 
Friends, generally found fome or other of their Neigh¬ 
bours or Relations to commit the Charge of thofe 
Houfes to, for the Safety of the Goods, and the like. 
Some Houfes were, indeed, entirely lock’d up, the 
Doors padlocked, the Windows and Doors having 
Deal-Boards nail’d over them, and only the Infpedlion 
of them committed to the ordinary Watchmen and 
Parifh Officers but thefe were but few, Jt 
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It was thought that there were not Iefs than 
ioooo Houfes forfaken of the Inhabitants in the 
City and Suburbs, including what was in the Out- 
Pariffies, and in Surrey, or the Side of the Water 
they called Southwark. This was befides the Numbers 
of Lodgers, and of particular Perfons who were 
fled out of other Families \ fo that in all it was com¬ 
puted that about 200000 People were fled and gone 
in all But of this I fhall fpeak again : But I men¬ 
tion it here on this Account, namely, that it was a 
Rule with thofewho had thus two Houfes in their 
Keeping or Care, that if any Body was taken fickin 
a Family, before the Mafter of the Family let the 
Examiners or any other Officer know of it, he im¬ 
mediately would lend all the reft of his Family, whe¬ 
ther Children or Servants, as it fell out to be, to fuch 
other Houfe which he had fo in Charge, and then 
giving Notice of the Tick Perfon to the Examiner, 
have a Nurfe, orNurfes appointed 5 and have ano¬ 
ther Perfon to be fhut up in the Houfe with them 
(which many for Money would do) fo to take 
Charge of the Houfe, in cafe the Perfon fhould die. 

This wai in many Cafes the faving a whole Fa¬ 
mily, who, if they had been ftiut up with the fick 
Perfon, would inevitably have perifhed : But on the 
other Hand, this was another of the Inconveniencies 
of {hutting up Houfes ; for the Apprehenfions and 
Terror of being fhut up, made many run away with 
the reft of the Family, who, tho® it was not publick- 
3y known, and they were not quite fick, had yet 
the Diftemper upon them *, and who, by having an 
uninterrupted Liberty to go about, but being oblig¬ 
ed ftill to conceal their Circumftances, or perhaps 
not knowing it themfelves, gave the Diftemper to 
others, and fpread the Infe&ion in a dreadful Man¬ 
ner, as I fhall explain farther hereafter. 

And here I may be able to make an Obfervation 
or two of my own, which may be of ufe hereafter to 
thofe, into whofe Hands thefe may come, if they 
ffiould ever fee the like dreadful Vifitation, (x.J The 

G 4 in? 
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Infection generally came into the Houfes of the Ci¬ 
tizens, by the Means of their Servants, who they 
were obliged to fend up and down the Streets for Ne- 
ceffaries, that is to fay, for Food, or Phyfick, to Bake- 
houfes,Brew-houfes,Shops, &c. and who going necef- 
farily thro5 the Streets into Shops, Markets, and the 
like, it was impoffible but that they fhould, one way 
or other, meet with diftempered People, who con¬ 
vey’d the fatal Breath into them, and they brought 
it Home to the Families, to which they belonged. 
(2.) It was a great Miftake, that fuch a great City 
as this had but one Peft-Houfe *, for had there been, 
inftead of one Peft-houfe, viz. beyond Bunhil-Fields, 
where, at moft, they could receive, perhaps, 200 or 
300 People; I fay, had there inftead of that one been 
Several Peft-houfes, every one able to contain a thou- 
fand People without lying two in a Bed, or two Beds 
in a Room •, and had every Mafter of a Family,as foon 
as any Servant efpecially, had been taken ftek in his 
Houfe, been obliged to fend them to the next Peft- 
Houfe, if they were willing, as many were, and had 
the Examiners done the like among the poor People, 
when any had been ftricken with the Infection ; I 
fay, had this been done where the People were wil¬ 
ling (not otherwife) and the Houfes not been fhur, 
I am perfuaded, and was all the While of that Opi¬ 
nion, that not fo many, by feveral Tnoufands, had 
died ; for it was obferved, and 1 could give feveral 
lnftances within theCompafs of my own Knowledge, 
where a Servant had been taken fick, and the Family 
had either Time to fend him out, or retire from 
the Houfe, and leave the fick Perfon, as I have faid 
above, they had all been preferved •, whereas, when, 
upon one or more fickning in a Family, the Houfe 
has been (nut up., the whole Family have perifhed, 
and the Bearers been obliged to go in to fetch out 
the Dead Bodies, not being able to bring them to 
the Door ; and at laft none left to do if. 

(2.)This put it out of Queftion to me, that the Cala¬ 
mity 
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jnity was fpread by Infection, that is to fay* by fome 
certain Steams, or Fumes, which the Phyficians call 
Effluvia^ by the Breath, or by the Sweat, or by the 
Stench of the Sores of the fick Perfons, or fome other 
way, perhaps, beyond even the Reach of the Phyfi¬ 
cians themfelves, which Effluvia affedhrd the Sound, 
who come within certain Diftances of the Sick, im¬ 
mediately penetrating the Vital Parts of the laid 
found Perfons, putting their Blood into an immediate 
Ferment, and agitating their Spirits to that Degree 
which it was found they were agitated ; and fo thofe 
newly infedted Perfons communicated it in the fame 
Manner to others ; and this I (hall give fome Inftan- 
ces of, that cannot but convince thofe who feriouHy 
confider it; and I cannot but with fome Wonder, 
find fome People, now the Contagion is over, talk of 
its being an immediate Stroke from Heaven, without 
the Agency of Means, having CommitTion to ftrike 
this and that particular Perfon, and none .other; 
which I look upon with Contempt, as the Effedl of 
manifeft Ignorance and Enthufiafim ; likewife the 
Opinion of others, who talk of Infe&ion being car¬ 
ried on by the Air only, by carrying with it vaft 
Numbers of Infedts, and invifible Creatures, who en¬ 
ter into the Body with the Breath, or even at the 
Pores with the Air, and there generate, or emit molt 
acute Poifons, or poifonous Ovae, or Eggs, which 
mingle themfelves with the Blood, and fo infedl the 
Body; a Difcourfe full of learned Simplicity, and 
manifefted to be fo by univerfal Experience ; but 
I fhall fay more to this Cafe in its Order* 

I mull here take farther Notice that nothing was 
more fatal to the Inhabitants of this City, than the 
Supine Negligence of the People themfelves, who, 
during the long Notice or Warning they had of the 
Vifitation, made no Provifion for it, by laying 
in Store of Provifions, or ot other NecdTaries; by 
which they might have liv’d retir’d, and within 
their own Houfes, as I have obferved others did, 

and 
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and who were in a great Meafure preferv’d by that 
Caution ; nor were they, after they were a little 
hardened to it fo fhye of converfing with one ano¬ 
ther, when adtually infedted, as they were at firft, 
Ho tho’ they knew it, 

I acknowledge I was one of thofe thoughtlcfs Ones, 
that had made fo little Provifion, that my Servants 
were obliged to go out of Doors to buy every Trifle 
by Penny and Half-penny, juft as before it begun, 
even till my Experience fhewing me the Folly, I 
began to be wifer fo late, that 1 had fcarce Time to 
ftore my felf fufflcient for our common Subfiftence 
for a Month. 

I had in Family only an antient Woman, that 
managed the Houfe, a Maid-Servant, two Appren¬ 
tices, and my felf 5 and the Plague beginning to 
encreafe about us, I had many fad Thoughts about 
what Courfe I fhould rake, and how I flhould adt ; 
the many difmal Objedts, which happened every¬ 
where as I went about the Street1-, had fill’d my 
Mind with a great deal of Horror, for fear of the DU 
ffemper it felf, which was, indeed, very horrible in 
it fell, and in fome more than in others *, the Swellings 
which were generally in the Neck, or Groin, when 
they grew hard, and would not break, grew fo pain¬ 
ful, that it was equal to the moft cxquifne Tor¬ 
ture ; and fome notable to bear the 7'orment threw 
themfeives out at Windows, or fhot themfelves, or 
otherwife made themfelves away, and I faw feveral 
dilma! Objedts of that Kind : Others, unable to con¬ 
tain themleives, vented their Pain by incefiant 
Roarings, and fuch loud and lamentable Cries were 
to be heard as we walk’d along the Streets, that 
would pierce the very Heart to think of, efpecially 
when it was to be confidered, that the fame dread¬ 
ful Scourge might be expedled every Moment to 
fcize upon our felves. 

I cannot fay, but that now I began to faint in 
my Refolution? ^ my Heart fail’d me very much, 

and 
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and forely I repented of my Rafhnefs: When I had 
been out, and met with fuch terrible Things as thefe 
I have talked of; I fay, I repented my Rafhnefs in 
venturing to abide in Town : I wifh’d often, that I 
had not taken upon me to flay, but had gone away 
with my Brother and his Family. 

Terrified by thofe frightful Objedfc, I would retire 
Horne lometimes, and refolve to go out no more, and 
perhaps Iwould keep thofe Refolutions for fhree or 
four Days, which Time I fpent in the mod ferious 
Thankfulnefs for my Prefervation, and the Prefer- 
vation of my Family, and the conflant Confeffion of 
my Sins, giving my felf up to God every Day, and 
applying to him with Fading, Humiliation, and 
Meditation: Such Intervals as I had, I employed in 
reading Books, and in writing down my Memoran¬ 
dums of what occurred to me every Day, and out of 
which, afterwards, I took mod of this Work, as it 
relates to my Obfervations without Doors: What I 
wrote of my Private Meditations I referve for pri¬ 
vate Ufe, and defire it may not be made publick on 
any Account whatever. 

I alfo wrote other Meditations upon divine Sub¬ 
jects, fuch as occurred to me at that Time, and were 
profitable to my felf, but not fit for any other View, 
and therefore I fay no more of that. 

I had a very good Friend, a Phyfician, whofe 
Name wasHeath, who I frequently vifited during this 
difmalTime, and to whofe Advice I was vei y much 
oblig’d for many Things which he directed me to 
take, by way of pervencing the Infedion when I 
went out, as he found I frequently did, and to hold 
in my Mouth when I was in the Streets; he alfo 
came very often to fee me, and as he was a good 
Chriftian, as well as a good Phyfician, his agreeable 
Converfation was a very great Support to me in the 
word of this terrible Time. 

It was now the Beginning of Augitft,, and the 
Plague grev/ very violent and terrible in the Place 

where 
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where I liv’d, and Dr. Heath coming to vifit me, and 
finding that I ventured fo often out in the Streets, 
earneftly perfwaded me to lock my felf up and my 
Family, and not to fuffer any of us to go out of 
Doors; to keep all our Windows fail, Shutters and 
Curtains clofe, and never to open them ; but firft, 
to make a very ftrong Smoke in the Room, where the 
Window, or Door was to be opened, with Rozen and 
Pitch, Brimftone, or Gunpowder, and the like; and 
we did this for fomeTime: But as I had not laid in 
a Store of Provifion for fuch a Retreat, it was impof* 
fible that we could keep within Doors entirely ; 
however, I attempted, ’tho it was fo very late, to 
do fomething towards it; and firft, as I had Conve¬ 
nience both for Brewing and Baking, I went and 
bought two Sacks of Meal, and for feveral Weeks, 
having an Oven, we baked all our own Bread ; alfo f 
bought Malt, and brew’d as much Beer as all the 
Cafks I had would hold, and which feem’d enough 
toftrvemy Houfe for five or fix Weeks; alfo I laid in 
a Quantity of Salt-butter and Cbefhire Chede; but I 
hac; no Flefh-meat, and the Plague raged fo violent¬ 
ly among the Butchers, and Slaughter-Houfes, on 
the other Side of our Street, where they are known 
to dwell in great Numbers, that it was not advif- 
able, fo much as to go over the Street among them. 

And here I mu ft obferve again, that this Necefii- 
ty of going out of our Houfes to buy Provifions, was 
Jn a great Meafure the Ruin of the whole City, for 
the Peop'e catch’d the Diftemper, on thefe Occa~ 
(ions, one of another, and even the Provifions them- 
(elves were often tainted, at leaft I have great Rea* 
fon to believe fo; and therefore 1 cannot fay with 
Satisfaction what I know is repeated with great Af- 
jura nee, that the Market People, and fuch as brought 
Provifions to Town, were never infeded : I am cer¬ 
tain, the Butchers ofWhite-Chapel, where thegreateft 
Part of the Flefh-meat was killed, were dreadfully 
yifited, and that at leaft to fuch a Degree, that few 

of 
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of their Shops were kept open, and thofe that re¬ 
main’d of them, kill’d their Meat at Mile-End and 
that Way, and brought it to Market upon Horfes. 

However, the poor People cou’d not lay up Pro- 
vifions, and there was a Neceflity, that they mult go 
to Market to buy, and others to fend Servants or 
their Children •, and as this was a Neceflity which 
renew’d itfelf daily, it brought abundance of un¬ 
found People to the Markets, and a great many 
that went thither found, brought Death home with 

them. 
It is true. People us’d ail poffible Precaution; 

when any one bought a Joint of Meat in the Market, 
they would not take it of the Butcher’s Hand, but 
take it off the Hooks themfelves. On the other 
Hand, the Butcher would not touch the Money, 
but have it put into a Pot full of Vinegar, which he 
kept for that Purpofe. The Buyer carry’d always 
frnall Money to make up any odd Sum, that they 
might take no Change. They carry’d Bottles for 
Scents and Perfumes in their Hands, and all the 
Means that could be us’d, were us’d : But then the 
Poor cou’d not do even thefe things, and they went 
at all Hazards. 

Innumerable difmal Stories we heard every Day 
on this very Account: Sometimes a Min or Wo¬ 
man dropt down dead in the very Markets *, for ma¬ 
ny People that had the Plague upon them, knew no¬ 
thing of it till the inward Gangreen had affedted 
their Vitals, and they died in a few Moments j 
this caus’d, that many died frequently in that Man¬ 
ner in the Streets fuddenly, without any Warning : 
Others perhaps had Time to go to the next Bulk or 
Stall ; or to any Door, Porch, and juft fit down and 
die, as I have laid before. 

Thefe Objects were fo frequent in the Streets, 
that when the Plague came to be very raging, on 
one Side, there was lcarce any pafiing by the Sireetc, 
but that feveral dead Bodies would be lying here 

and 
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and there upon the Ground ; on the other hand it is 
obfcrvable, that tho’, at firft, the People would (top 
as they went along, and call to the Neighbours to come 
out on fuch an Occafion ; yet, afterward, no Notice 
was taken of them ; but that, if at any Time we 
found a Corps lying, go crofs the Way, and not 
come near it; or if in a narrow Lane or Paffage, go 
back again, and feek fome other Vfay to go on the 
Bufmefs we were upon * and in thofe Cafes, the Corps 
was always left, till the Officers had Notice, to come 
and take them away; or till Night, when the Bear¬ 
ers attending the Dead-cart would take them up, 
and carry them away : Nor did thofe undaunted 
Creatures, who performed thefe Offices, fail to fearch 
their Pockets, and fometimes ftrip off their Cloaths, 
if they were well dreff, as fometimes they were, and 
carry off what they could get. 

But to return to the Markets 5 the Butchers took 
that Care, that if any Perfon died in the Market, they 
had the Officers always at Hand, to take them up 
upon Hand-barrows, and carry them to the next 
Church-yard ; and this was fo frequent that fuch 
were not entred in the weekly Bill, found dead in the 
Streets or Fields, as is the Cafe now; but they went 
into the general Articles of the great Diffemper. 

But now the Fury of the Diflemper encreafed to 
fuch a Degree, that even the Markets were but very 
thinly furnifhed with Provifions, or frequented with 
Buyers, compar’d to what they were before *, and 
the Lord Mayor caufed the Country-People who 
brought Provifions, to be (lop’d in the Streets lead¬ 
ing into the Town, and to fit down there with their 
Goods, where they fold what they brought, and 
went immediately away ; and this encourag’d the 
Country People greatly to do fo, for they fold their 
Provifions at the very Entrances into the Town, 
and even in the Fields ; as particularly in the Fields 
beyond White-Chappel, in Spittle fields. Note, Thofe 
Streets now called Spittle-fields, were then indeed open 

I - Fields; 
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Fields; Alfo in St. George's-fields in Southwark, in 
Bm-hill-fields, and in a great Field, call’d Wood's- 
Clofe near IJlington *, thither the Lord-Mayor, Aider- 
men, and Magi ft rates, fent their Officers and Ser¬ 
vants to buy for their Families, themfelves keeping 
within Doors as much as poffible; and the like did 
many other People; and after this Method was taken, 
the Country People came with great Chearfulnels, and 
brought Provifions of all Sorts, and very feldom got 
any Harm : which, I fuppofe, added alfo to that Re¬ 
port of iheir being miraculoufly prtferv’d. 

As for my little Family, having thus, as I have 
faid, laid in a Store of Bread, Butter, Cheefe, and 
Beer, I took my Friend and Phyficiams Advice, and 
lock’d mylelf up, and my Family, and refolv’d to 
fuffer the Hardfhip of living a few Months without 
Flefh-meat, rather than to purchafe it at the hazard 
of our Lives. 

But tho’1 confin’d my Family, I could not prevail 
upon my unfatisfied Curiofity to day within entirely 
myfelf •, and tho’ I generally came frighted and ter¬ 
rified home, yet I cou’d not reftrain *, only that in- 
deeed I did not doit fo frequently as at firft. 

I had fome little Obligations indeed upon me, to 
go to my Brother’s Houfe, which was in Coleman s- 

ftreet Parifh, and which he had left to my Care, and 
I went at firft every Day, but afterwards only once 
or twice a Week. 

In thefe Walks I had many difmal Scenes before 
my Eyes, as particularly of Perfons falling dead in 
the Streets, terrible Shrieks and Skreekings of Wo¬ 
men, who in their Agonies would throw open their 
Chamber Windows, and cry out in a difmal furpr^- 
ing Manner; it is impoffible to defence the Variety 
of Poftures,in which the Paffionsof the poor People 
would exprefs themfelves. 

Palling thro’ Foken-Houfe-Yard in Lathbury, of a 
fudden a Cafement violently opened juft over my 
Head, and a Woman gaye three, frightful Scratches, 

and 
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and then cry’d, Oh t Deaths Death., Death / in a moffc 
inimitable Tone, and which {truck me with Horror 
and a Chilnefs, in my very Blood. There was no 
Body to be feen in the whole Street, neither did 
any other Window open ; for People had no Curio* 
fity now in any Cafe •, nor could any Body help one 
another; fo I went on to pafs into Belly-Alley. 

Juft in Bell-Alley, on the Right-hand of the Paf- 
fage, there was a more terrible Cry than that, tho 
it was not fo direded out at the Window, but the 
whole Family was in a terrible Fright, and I could 
hear Women and Children run fereaming about the 
Rooms like diftraded, when a Garret Window open¬ 
ed, and fomebody from a Window on the other Side 
the Alley, call’d and afk’d, What is the Matter ? up¬ 
on which, from the firft Window it was anfwered, 
O Lord, my old Majler has bang’d himfelf! The other 
afked again. Is he quite dead f and the firft anfwer’d, 
A)\ ay, quite dead ; quite dead and cold! This Perfon 
was a Merchant, and a Deputy Alderman and very 
rich. I care not to mention the Name, tho* I knew 
his Name too, but that would be an Hardihip to 
the Family, which is now flourifhing again. 

But, this is but one; it is fcarce credible what 
dreadful Cafes happened in particular Families eve¬ 
ry Day; People in the Rage of the Dillemper, or 
in the Torment of their Swellings, which was indeed 
intolerable, running out of their own Government, 
raving and diftraded, and oftentimes laying vio¬ 
lent Hands upon themfelves, throwing themfelves 
out at their Window?, fhooting themfelves, &c. Mo¬ 
thers murthering their own Children, in their Luna- 
cy, fome dying of meer Grief, as a Pafiion, fome of 
mere Fright and Surprize, without any Infedion at 
all ; others frighted into Idiotifm, and foolifh Di- 
ftradiohs, fome intoDefpair and Lunacy; others in¬ 
to melancholy Madnefs. 

The Pain of the Swelling was in particular very 
Violent, and to fome intolerable; the Phyficians 

and 
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and Surgeons may be laid to have tortured ma¬ 
ny poor Creatures, even to Death. The Swell¬ 
ings in fome grew hard, and they appiy’d violent 
drawing Plaifters, or Poultices, to break them •, and 
if thefe did not do, they cut and fcarified them in a 
terrible Manner : In fome, thofe Swellings were 
made hard, partly by the Force of the Diftemper, 
and partly by their being too violently drawn, and 
were fo hard, that no Inftrument could cut them, 
and then they burnt them with Caufticks, fo that 
many died raving mad with the Torment; and 
iome in the very Operation-. In thefe Diftreffes, 
fome for want of Help to hold them down in their 
Beds, or to look to them, laid Hands upon them- 
felves, as above. Some broke out into the Streets, 
perhaps naked, and would run diredly down to the 
River, if they were not ilopt by the Watchmen, or 
other Officers, and plunge themfelves into the Wa¬ 
ter, wherever they found it, 

It often pierc’d my very Soul to hear the Groans 
and Crys of thofe who were thus tormented, but of 
the Two, this was counted the mod promifing Par¬ 
ticular in the whole Infedlion 5 for, if thde Swellings 
could be brought to a Head, and to break and run, 
eras the Surgeons call it, to digefl, the Patient ge¬ 
nerally recovered ; whereas thofe, who like the Gen¬ 
tlewoman’s Daughter, were ftruck with Death at 
the Beginning, and had the Tokens come out upon 
them, often went about indifferent eafy, till a little 
before they died, and fome till the Moment they 
dropt down, as in Apoplexies and Epikpfies, is 
often the Cafe; fuch would be taken fuddenly very 
Tick, and would run to a Bench or Bulk, or any con¬ 
venient Place that offer’d itfelf, or to their own 
Houfes, if poffible, as 1 mentioned before, and there 
fit down, grow faint and die. This kind of dying was 
much the fame, as it was with thofe who die of com¬ 
mon Mortifications, who die fwooning, and as it 
were, go away in a Dream ; fuch as died tints, had 

II very 
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very little Notice of their being infeded at all, til! 
the Gungrecn was fpread through their whole Body *, 
nor could Phyficians rhemielves know certainly how 
it was with them, till they opened their Breads, or 
other Parts of their Body, and faw the Tokens. 

We had at this Time a great many frightful Sto¬ 
ries told us of Nurfes and Watchmen, who looked 
after the dying People, that is to fay, hir’d Nurfes, 
who attended infeded People, ufing them barbarouP 
ly, flarving them, fmothering them, or by other 
wicked JVleans, hadening their End, that is to fay, 
murthering of them: And Watchmen being fee 
to guard Houfes that were fhut up, when theie has 
been but one Pcrfon left, and perhaps, that one ly¬ 
ing fick, that they have broke in and murthered 
that Body, and immediately thrown them out into 
the Dead-cart! and fo they have gone Icarce cold to 
the Grave, 

1 cannot fay, but that fome fuch Murthers were 
committed, and I think two were fent to Prifon for 
it, but died before they could be tried *, and I have 
heard that three others, at leveral Times, were ex- 
ruled for Murthers of that kind ; But I mud fay I 
believe nothing of its being fo common a Crime, as 
fome have dnee been pleadd to fay, nor did it feem 
to be fo rational, where the People were brought fo 
low as not to-be able to help themfelves, for fuch feP 
dom recovered, and there was no Temptation to 
commit a Murther, at lead, none equal to the Fad, 
where they were fare Perfons would die in fo fhort 
a Time; and could not live. 

That there were a great many Robberies and 
wicked Practices committed even in this dreadful 
Time I do not deny ”, the Power of Avarice was fo 
Prong in fome, that they would run any Hazard to 
flea] and to plunder, and particularly in Houfes 
where all the Families, or Inhabitants have been 
dead, and carried out, they would break in at all 
Hazards, and without regard to the Danger of In¬ 

fection, 
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Fedlion, takeeven the Cloaths off of the dead Bodies, 
and the Bed-cloaths From others where they lay dead. 

This, I fuppofe, muft .be the Cafe of a Family in 
Houndfdttch, where a Man and his Daughter, the 
reft of the Family being, as I fuppofe, carried away be¬ 
fore by the Bead-cart, were found ftark naked/one 
m one Chamber, and one in another, lying dead on 
the Floor 5 and the Cloaths ol the Beds, from whence 
tis fuppofed they were roll’d off by Thieves, ftoln, 

and carried quite away. 

. Ic is indeed to be obferv’d, that the Women were 
in all this Calamity, the molt raih, fearlefs, and def- 
perate Creatures; and as there were vaft Numbers 
that went about as Nurfes, to tend thole that were 
lick, they committed a great many petty Thievries 
m the Houfes where they were employed * and fome 
of them were publickly whip: for it, when perhaps, 
they ought rather to have been hanged For Examples; 
for Numbers of Houfes were robbed on thefe Occa-* 
lions, till at length, the Parifh Officers were fent to 
recommend Nurfes to the Sick, and always took an 
Account who it was they fent, fo as that they miHit 
call them to account, if the Houfe had been abufed 
where they were placed. 

But thefe Robberies extended chiefly to Wearing- 
CiOaths; Linen, and what Rings, or JvJoney they 

could come at, when the Perfon died who was under 
their Care, but not to a general Plunder of the 
Houfes; and I could give you an Account of one of 
thefe Nurfes, who feveral Years after* being on her 
Death-bed, confefi: with the utmofl: Horror, the Rob¬ 
beries /he had committed at the Time of her bdro- a 
Nurfe, and by which fhe had enriched herfelf to a 
great Degree : But as for Murthers, I do not find 
that there was ever any Proof of the Fads, in the 
Manner, as it has been reported, except as above. 

They did tell me indeed of a Nurfe in one Place, 
that laid a wet Cloth upon the Face of a dy¬ 
ing Patient, who (he tended, and fo put an End 

- ' H 2 > ■ ^ 
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to his Life, who was juft expiring before: And ano* 
ther that (mother’d a young Woman fhe was looking 
to, when (lie was in a tainting Fit, and would have 
come to herfelf: Some that kill’d them by giving 
them one Thing, fome another, and fome darved 
them by giving them nothing at all: Rut thefe Sto¬ 
ries had two Marks of Sufpicion that always attended 
them, which caufed me always to flight them, and to 
look on them as meer Stories, that People continually 
frighted one another with, (i.) That wherever it was 
that we heard it, they always placed the ocene at the 
farther End of the Town, oppofite, or mod remote 
from where you were to hear it : If you heard it in 
White-Chapel, it had happened at St. Giles's, or at 
Weftminfter, or Holbourn, or that End of the Town ; 
if you heard of it at that End of the Fown, then 
it was done in Wbite-Chapel, or the Miuoties, or 
about Crippkgate Parifh: If you heard of tt in the 
City, why, then it happened in Southwark *, and if 
you heard of it in Southwark, then it was done in the 

City, and the like. 
In the next Place, of what Part foever you heard 

the Story, the Particulars were always the fame, efpe- 
cially that of laying a wet double Clout on a dying 
Man’s Face, and that of fmothering a young Gentle¬ 
woman ; fo that it was apparent, at lead to my 
Judgment, that there was more of T. aie than of 

Truth in thofe Things. 
However, I cannot fay, but it had fome Eirect 

upon the People, and particularly that, as I /aid be- 
jore, they grew more cautious who they tooK into 
their Houfes, and who they truded their Lives with; 
and had them always recommended, if they could , 
and where they could not find fuch, for they we»^ 
not very plenty, they applied to the Parifh Offi¬ 

cers. 
But here again, the Mifery of that Time lay upon 

the Poor, who being infefted, had neither Food nor 
Phyfick *, neither Phyfician or Apothecary to affid 

. them. 
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diem, or Nurfe to attend them : Many of thofe died 
calling for Help, and even for Suftenance out at their 
Windows, in a mod: miferable and deplorable Man¬ 
ner ; but it mult be added, that whenever the Cafes 
of fuch Perfons or Families, were reprcfcnted to my 
Lord-Mayor, they always were reliev’d. 

It is true, in fome Houfes where the People were 
not very poor; yet, where they had fent perhaps 
theirWives and Children away; and if they had any 
Servants, they had been difmift; I fay it is true, that 
to fave the Expences, many fuch as thefe fhuc them- 
felves in, and not having Help, dy9d alone. 

A Neighbour and Acquaintance of mine, having 
fome Money owing to him from a Shopkeeper in 
White Crofs-ftreet, or thereabouts, fent his Appren¬ 
tice, a Youth about 18 Years of Age, to endeavour 
to get the Money : He came to the Door, and find¬ 
ing it fhut, knockt pretty hard, and as he thought, 
heard fome Body anfwer within, but was not fure, 
fo he waited, and after fome Stay knockt again, and 
then a third Time, when he heard fome Body com¬ 
ing down Stairs. 

At length the Man of the Houfe came to the 
Door; he had on his Breeches or Drawers, and a yel¬ 
low Flannel Waiftcoat; no Stockings, a pair of 
Slipt-fhoes, a white Cap on his Flead ; and, as the 
young Man faid, Death in his Face. 

When he open’d the Door, fays he, what do you 
diftarb me thus for ? The Boy, tho’ a little furpriz’d, 
reply’d, I come from fuch a one, and my Mafter fent me 
for the Money, which he fays you know of: Very welf 
Childs returns the living Ghoff, call as you go by at 
Cripplegate Church, and bid them ring the Bell; and 
with thefe Words, fhut the Door again, and went 
up again and died, the fame Day, nay, perhaps 
the fame Hour. Thk, the young Man told me him- 
felf, and I have Reafon to believe it. This was while 
the Plague was not come to a Height: 1 think it 
was in June\ towards the latter End of the Month, 

H 3 it 
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it muil be before the Dead-carts came about, and 
while they ufed the Ceremony of ringing the Bell 
for the Dead, which was o^er for certain, in that 
Parifh, at leak, before the Month of July j for by 
the 25th of July, there died 550 and upwards, in a 
Week, and then they cou’d no more bury in Form* 
Rich or Poor. 

I have mentioned ahove, that notwithkanding this 
dread!ul Calamity ; yet the Numbers of Thieves 
were abroad upon ail Occafions, where they had 
found any Prey ; and that thefe were generally Wo~ 
men. It was one Morning about 11 a Clock, I had 
walk’d out to my Brother’s Houfe in Coleman*s- 

ftyeet Parifh, as I often did, to fee that all was fafe. 
My Brother’s Houfe had a little Court be¬ 

fore ir3 and) a Brick Wall and a Gate in it; and 
within that feveral Ware-houfes, where his Goods 
Qr feveral Sorts lay : It happen’d, that in one of thefe 
Warc-houfes, were feveral Packs of Womens high- 
crown’d Plats, which came out of the Country ; and 
were, as I fuppofe, for Exportation; whither 1 know 
not. 

I was forpriz’d that when I came near my Brother’s 
Door, which was in a Place they call’d Swan-Alleyx 
I met three or four Wfemen with high-crown’d Flats 

^2d-j ^ 2nd as I remem bred afterwards, 
one, if not more, had feme Flats likewife in their 
Flands: but as I did not fee them come out at my 
Brother’s Door, and not knowing that my Brother 
had any fuch Goods in his Ware-houfe, I did not 
offer to fay any thing to them, but went crofs the 
Way to fhun meeting them, as was ufual to do at 
that lime, for fear of the Plague. But when I came 
nearer to the Gate, I met another Woman with 
more Hats come out of the Gate. What Bufmefs, 
IMifirefs, faid I, have you had there ? There are more 
People there, laid (he, I have had no more Bufi- 
nefs there than they. I was haky to gee to the Gate 
then, and laid no more to her, bv which means fhe 

got 
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got away. But juft as I came to the Gate, I 
law two more coming crofs the Yard to come out 
with Hats alio on their Heads, and under their 
Arms; at which I threw the Gate to behind me, 
which having a Spring Lock fattened itfelf; and 
turning to the Women, forfooth, laid J, what arc 
you doing here? and feiz’d upon the Hats, and took 
them from them. One of them, who I confefs, 
did not look like a Thief, indeed* fays file, we are 
wrong ; but we were told, they were Goods that 
had no Owner ; be pleas’d to take them again, and 
look yonder, there are more fuch Cuftomers as we: 
She cry’d and look’d pitifully •, fo I took the Hars 
from her, and opened the Gate, and bad them be 
gone, for I pity’d the Women indeed ; But when I 
look’d towards the Ware-houfe, as fhe directed, 
there were fix or feven more, all Women, fitting 
themleives with Hats, as unconcerned and quiet, as 
if they had been at a Hatter’s Shop, buying for 
their Money. 

I was furpriz’d, not at the fight of fo many Thieves 
only, but at the Circumftances I was in ; being now 
to thruft myfelf in among fo many People, who for 
fome Weeks, had been fo fnye of myfelf, that if I 
meet any Body in the Street, I would crofs the Way 
from them. 

They were equally furpriz’d, tho’ on another Ac¬ 
count : They all told me, they were Neighbour?, 
that they had heard any one might take them, that 
they were no Bodies Goods, and the like. I talk’t 
big to them at firft ; went back to the Gate, and 
took out the Key ; fo that they were all my Pnfo- 
ners •, threaten’d to lock them all into the Ware- 
houfe, and go and fetch my Lord Mayor’s Officers 
for them. 

They begg’d heartily, proteftcd they found the 
Gate open, and the-Ware-houfe Door open; and 
that it had no doubt been broken open by fnmq 
who expedted to find Goods of greater Value ; 
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which indeed, was reafonable to believe, becaufe the 
Lock was broke, and a Padlock that hung to the 
Door on the Out-fide alfo loofe *, and not abundance 
of the Hats carry’d away. 

At length I confidePd, that this was not a Time 
to be cruel and rigorous ; and be Tides that, it would 
neceffarily oblige me to go much about, to have fe- 
veral People come to rne, and I go to feveral, wliofe 
Circumdances of Health I knew nothing of \ and 
that even, at this Time, the Plague was To high, as 
that there died 4000 a Week-, lo that in fbowing 
my Refentment, or even in feeking juitice for my 
Brother’s Goods, I might lofe my own Life *, fo I 
contented myfelf, with taking the Names and Places 
where Tome of them lived, who were really Inhabi¬ 
tants in the Neighbourhood ; and threatning that my 
Brother fhouid call them to an Account for it, when 
he return’d to his Habitation. 

Then 1 talk’d a little upon another Foot with 
them *, and afk’d them how they could do fuchThings 
as thefe, in a Time of fuch general Calamity and 
as it were, in the Face of God’s mod dreadful Judg¬ 
ments, when the Plague was at their very Doors ; 
and it may be in their very Houfes; and they did not 
know, but that the Dead-cart might flop at their 
Doors in a few Hours, to carry them to their Graves, 

I could not perceive that my Pifcourfe made much 
Impredion upon them all that while ; till it happen¬ 
ed, that there-came two Men of the Neighbourhood, 
hearing of the Difturbance, and knowing my Bro^ 
ther, tor they had been both Dependants upon his 
Family, and they came to my Afliftance : Thefe be¬ 
ing as f faid Neighbours, prefently knew three of 
the Women, and told me who they were, and where 
they liv’d ; and it Teems, they had given me a true 
Account of thenifelves before. 

This brings thefe two Men to a farther Remem¬ 
brance : The Name of one was John Hayward, who 
was at that Time Under-Sexton of the Farifh of St, 

Stephen 



the P L A G U Ee 95 

Stephen Cole man-fir eet ; by Under-Sexton,was under- 
flood at that Time Grave-digger and Bearer of the 
Dead. This Man carried or afiifted to carry all 
the Dead to their Graves, which were buried in 
that large Parifh, and who were carried in Form; 
and after that Form of Burying was ftopr, went with 
the Dead-Cart and the Bell, to fetch the dead Bodies7 
from the Houfes where they lay, and fetch’d many 
of them out of the Chambers and Houfes; for the 
Parifh was, and is (till remarkable particularly, above 
all the Parifhes in London, for a great Number of Al¬ 
leys and Thorough-fares, very long, into which no 
Carts could come, and where they were obliged to 
go and fetch the Bodies a very long Way ; which- 
Alleys now remain to wirnefs it; fuch as Whites- Alley, 
C refs-Key-Court, Swan-Alley, Bell-Alley, White- Horfe- 
Alley, and many more : Here they went with a 
kind of Hand barrow, and laid the Dead Bodies on 
it, and carried them out to the Carts; which Work 
he performed, and never had the Diftemper at all, 
but lived about 20 Year after if, and was Sexton of 
the Parifh to the Time of his Death. His Wife at 
the fame time was aNurfe to infected People, and 
tended many that died in the Parifh, being for her 
JTonefly recommended by the Parifh Officers, yet 
(he never was infe&ed neither. 

He never ufed any P refer vative again ft the Infecti¬ 
on, other than holding Garlick zn&Ruem his Mouth, 
and fmoaking Tobacco ; this I alfo had from his 
own Mouth ; and his Wife’s Remedy was wafhing 
her Head in Vinegar, and fprinkling her Head 
Cloaths fo with Vinegar, as to keep them always 
moifl; and if the Smell of any of thofe file waited 
on was more than ordinary offenfive, fhe fluffed 
Vinegar up her Nofe, and fprinkled Vinegar upon 
her Head-Cloaths, and held a Handkerchief wetted 
with Vinegar to her Mouth. 

It mult be confeft, that tho’ the Plague was chief¬ 
ly among the Poor; yet, were the Poor the moft 

Vcn- 
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Venturous and Fearlefs of it, and went about their 
Employment with a Sort of brutal Courage ; \ mu ft 
cad it lo, for it was founded neither on Religion or 
I rude nee •, fcarce did they life any Caution, but run 
into any Bufinefs, which they could get Employment 
in, tho’ it was the rnoft hazardous; fuch was that of 
tending the Sick, watching Houles fhut up, carrying 
infefted Perlons to thePeft-Houle; and which was 
Rill worfe, carring the Dead away to their Graves. 

It was under this John Hayward's Care, and within 
his Bounus, that the Story of the Piper, with which 
People have made themfeives fo merry,happen’d,and 
he affined me that it was true. It is laid, that it was 
a blind Piper ; but as John told me, the Fellow was 
not blind, but an ignorant weak poor Man, and ufual- 
Jy walked his Rounds about io o’Clock at Nio-hr, 
and went piping along from Door to Door, and°the 
People ufuaiiy took him in at Public Houfes where 
they knew him, and would give him Diink and Vic¬ 
tuals, and fometimes Farthings ; and he in Return, 
would Pipe and Sing, and talk fimply, which divert¬ 
ed the People, and thus he liv’d : It was but a very 
bad Time for this Diverfion, while Things were as 
I have told; yet the poor Fellow went about as ufual, 
but was almoft ftarv’d ; and when any Body afk’d' 
how he did, he would anfwer, the Dead Cart hacj 
not taken him yet, but that they had promifed to 
call for him next Week. 

It happen’d oneNight, that this poor Fellow, whe¬ 
ther fome body had given him too much Drink or 
no, John Hayward faid, he had not Drink in his 
Houfe •, but that they had given him a little mare Vic-t 
tuals than ordinary at a PublicHoufe in Coleman-Jireeti 
and the poor Fellow having not ufuaiiy had a Belly- 
full, or perhaps not a good while, was laid all along 
upon the Top of a Bulk or Stall, and fall afleep at a 
Door, in the Street near London-Wall,towards Cripple- 

gate,, 
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gate, and that upon the fame Bulk or Stall, the Peo¬ 
ple of fome Houle, in the Alley of which the Houfe 
was a Corner, hearing a Bell, which they always 
rung before the Cart came, had laid a Body really 
dead of the Plague juft by him, thinking too, that 
this poor Fellow had been a dead Body as the other 
was, and laid there by fome of the Neighbours. 

Accordingly when John Hayward with his Bell and 
the Cart came along, finding two dead Bodies lie up¬ 
on the Stall, they took them up with the Infirument 
they ufed, and threw them into the Cart; and all 
this while the Piper flept foundly. 

From hence they palled along, and took in o- 
ther dead Bodies, till, as honeft John Hayward told 
me, they almolt buried him alive, in the Cart j 
yet ail this While he Hepc foundly ; at length the 
Care came to the Place where the Bodies were to be 
thrown into the Ground, which, as I do remember, 
was at Mount-mill; and as the Cart ufually ftopt fame 
Time before they were ready to ihoot out the melan- 
cholly Load they had in it, as foon as the Cart ft op’d, 
the Fellow awaked, and ftruggled a little to get his 
Plead out from among the dead Bodies, when raifing 
bimfelf up in the Cart, he called out, Hey ! where am 
1! This frighted the Fellow that attended about the 
Work,but alter fome Pau fe John Hayward recovering 
himfelf faidyLord kiefs us! There's fome Body in the Cart 
not quite dead! So another call’d to him and faid, Who 
are you P The Fellow anfwered, / am the poor Piper. 
Where am 1? Where are you! fays Hayward; wby> you 
are in the Head- Cart, and we are going to bury you. But 
1 arft dead tho’, am IP fays the Piper; which made 
them laugh a little, tho’ as John faid, they were hear¬ 
tily frighted at firll; lo they help’d the poor Fellow 
down, and he went about his Bufinefs. 

I know the Story goes, he let up his Pipes in the 
Cart, and frighted the Bearers, and others, fo that 
they ran away ; but John Hayward did not tell rhe 
Story fo, nor fay any thing of his piping at ail; but 

that 
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that he was a poor Piper, and that he was carried 
away as above I am fully fatisfied of the Truth of. 

It is to be noted here, that the Dead-Carts in the 
City were not confin’d to particular Parilhes, but one 
Cart went thro’ feveral Parilhes, according as the 
Number of Dead prefented ; nor were they tied to 
carry the Dead to their refpedtive Parilhes, but ma¬ 
ny of the Dead, taken up in the City, were carried 
to the Burying-Ground in the Om~parts, for want 
of Room. 

I have already mentioned the Surprize, that this 
Judgment was at fhft among the People. I mull 
be allowed to give forne of my Obfervations on the 
more ferious and religious Part. Surely never City, 
at leaft of this Bulk and Magnitude, was taken in 
a Condition fo perfedly unprepared for fuch a dread¬ 
ful Vifitation, whether I am to fpeak of the Civil 
Preparations, or Religious 5 they were indeed, as 
if they had had no Warning, no Expectation, no 
Apprehenfions, and confequentiy the leaft Provifion 
imaginable, was made for it in a publick Way; for 
Example, 

The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs had made no Pro¬ 
vifion as Magiftrates, for the Regulations which 
were to be obferved ; they had gone into no Mea- 
fures for Relief of the Poor. 

The Citizens had no publick Magazines, or Store- 
Houfes for Corn, or Meal, for the Subfiftence of the 
Poor: which, if they had provided themlelves, as 
in fuch Cafes is done abroad, many miferable Fa¬ 
milies, who were now reduced to the utmoft Bi- 
ftrefs, would have been relieved, and that in a bet¬ 
ter Manner than now could be done. 
The Stock of the City’s Money, I can fay but little 

to; the Chamber of London was laid to be exceeding 
rich ; and it may be concluded, that they were fo, by 
the vaft Sums ofMoney ifiued from thence, in the re¬ 
building the publick Edifices after the Fire of Lon- 
don9 and in building new Works, fuch as, for the 
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firft Part, the Guild-Hall, Blackwcll-Hall, Part of 
Leaden-Hall, half the Exchange, the Seffwn-Houfe, the 
Compter, the Prifons of Ludgate, Hewgate,&c. leve- 
ral of the Wharfs, and Stairs, and Landing-places 
on the River; all which were either burnt down or 
damaged by the great Fire of London, the next Year 
after the Plague ; and of the fecond Sort, ihe Monu¬ 
ment, Fleet-ditch with its Bridges, and theHofpital 
of Bethkm or Bedlam, £s?f. But poffibly the Mana¬ 
gers of the City’s Credit, at that Time made more 
Confcience of breaking in upon the Orphan s Mo¬ 
ney to lhew Charity to the diftreffed1 Citizens, than 
the Managers in the following Years did, to beautify 
the City, and re-edify the Buildings, tho in the firft 
Cafe the Lofers would have thought their Fortunes 
better bellow ’d, and the publick Faith of the City 
have been lefs fubjefted to Scandal and Reproach. 

It muftbe acknowledged, that the abfent Citizens, 
who tho’they were fled for Saiety into the Coun¬ 

try were yet greatly interefted in the W eifare of thole 
whom they left behind, forgot not to contribute li¬ 
berally to the Relief of the Poor, and large Sums 
were alfo collected among Trading-Towns in the re- 
moteft Parts of England-, and as lhave heard aifo, 
the Nobility and the Gentry, in all Parts o. zngtan», 
took the deplorable Condision of the City into their 

SrSn, and fe.rup large 
Chari tv to the Lord Mayor and Magiltrates, tor 

Relief Of the Poor v the King alfo, as I was told, 
ordered a thoufand Pounds a Week to be diftnbu - 
ed in four Parts; one Quarter to the City and L 

one QuarteMO £uU Parr, «bin of ,h= 

a,vSpSt^S'i» *e 
MddTefex, and the Eaft and North Part^ of the Ci¬ 

ty ; But this latter I only fpeak of as 4 L v ■ • rv r. 
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Certain it is, thegreateft Fart of the Poor, or Fa¬ 
milies, who formerly liv’d by their Labour, orb f 
Retail-1 rade. Jiv’d now on Charity ; and had there 
not been prodigious Sums of Money given by chari¬ 
table, well-minded Chriftians, for the Support of 
fuch, the City could never haVe fubfifted. There 
were, no queftion, Accounts kept of their Chari¬ 
ty, and of the juft Diftribution of it by the Mam- 
ftrates: But as fuch Multitudes of thofe very Officers 
died, thro whofe Hands it was diftributed $ and aI- 
fo that, as I have been told, molt of the Accounts 
of thofe Things were loft in the great Fire which 
happened in the very next Year, and which burnt e- 
ven .he Chamberlain*s Office, and many of their 
Papers ; fo 1 could never come at the particular Ac¬ 
count* which I ufed great Endeavours to have feen. 

It may, however, be a Direction in cafe of the 
Approach of a like Vifitation, which God keep the 
City from ; I fay, it may be of ufe to obferve, 
that by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen5, 
at that Time, in diilributing Weekly, great Sums 
of Money, for Relief of the Poor, a Multitude of 
People, who would other wile have perifhed, were 
relieved, and their Lives preferved. And here let 
me enter into a brief State of the Cafe of the Poor 
at that Time, and what Way apprehended from them, 
from whence may be judged hereafter, what may be 
expected, if the like Dittrefs fhould come upon the 
City. 

At the Beginning of the Plague, when there was 
now no more Hope, but that the whole City would 
be vifited, when, as I have faid, all that had Friends 
or Lftates in the Country, retired with their Fami¬ 
lies; and when, indeed, one would have thought 
the very City itfelf was running out of the Ga^s* 
and that there would be no Body left behind ; you 
may be lure, from that Flour, all Trade, except fuch 
as related to immediate Subfiftence, was, as it were. 
at a full Stop. 

. Thia 
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This is fo lively a Cafe, and contains in it fo much 
of the real Condition of the People ; that I think, I 
cannot be too particular in it j and therefore I defeend 
to the feveral Arrangements or Gaffes of People, 
who fell into immediate Diftrefs upon this Occafion : 
For Example, 
1. AllMafier Work-men in Manufactures-, efpedally 

fuch as belong’d to Ornament, and the lefs necejfary 
Parts of the Peoples Drefs, Cloaths, and Furniture 
for Houfes ; fuch as Ribband Weavers, and other 
Weavers -, Gold and Silver-lace-makers, and Gold 
and Silver-wyer-drawers, Sempjlrefjes, Milleners, 
Shoe-makers, Hat-makers and Golve-makers : Alfo 
TJpholfterers, Joyners, Cabinet-makers, Looking- 
glafs-makers \ and innumerable Trades which depend 
upon fuch as thefe \ I fay the Mafier Workmen in 
fuch, ft opt their Work, difmift their Journeymen, 

Workmen, /ter Dependants. 
2. As Merchandizing was at a fullft op, for very few 

Ships ventur'd to come up the River, and none at all 
went out; fo all the extraordinary Officers of the Cuf- 
toms, likewife the Watermen, Carmen, Porters, and 
all the Poor, whofe Labour depended upon the Mer¬ 
chants, were at once difmift, and put out of Buftnefs. 

2, All the Tradefmen ufually employ'd in building or re¬ 
pairing of Houfes, were at a full Stop, for the people 
were far from wanting to build Houfes, when fo 
many thoufand Houfes were at once fiript of their In¬ 
habitants -, fo that this one Article turn'd all the or¬ 
dinary Workmen of that Kind out cf Buftnefs *, fuch 
as Brick-layers, Mafons, Carpenters, Joyners, Plaif - 
terers. Painters, Glaziers, Smiths, Plumbers j and 
all the Labourers depending on fuch. 

4 , As Navigation was at a Stop; our Ships neither com¬ 
ing in, or going out as before ; fo the Seamen were all 
out of Employment, and many of them in the left and 
low eft Degree of Diftrefs, and with the Seamen, were 
all the feveral Tradefmen, and Workmen belonging to 
and depending upon the building, and fitting out of 

6 Ships 1 
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Ships ; fuch as Ship-Carpenters, Caulkers, Rope'* 
makers, Dry-Coopers, Sail- makers, Anchor-fmi ths, 

Smiths ; Block-makers, Carvers, G’&tz* 
fmiths, Ship-chandler Si Ship-carvers and the like ; 
the Maflers of thofe perhaps might live upon their 
Sub fiance \ but the Traders were univerfatly at a 
Stop, confequently all their Workmen difcharge d F 
Add to thefe, /#£ River was in a manner with¬ 
out Boats, and all or mofl part of the Watermen9 
Lightermen, Boat-builders, and Lighter-builders in 
like manner idle, and laid by. 

a. All Families retrench'd their living as much as pojjible, 
well thofe that fled, as thofe that flay'd; fo that 

an innumerable Multitude of Footmen, Serving-Men, 
Shop-keepers, Journeymen, Merchants- Book-Keepers, 
and fuch Sort of People, efpecially poor Maid- 
Servants were turn'd off, and left friendlefs and 
helplefs without Employment, and without Habita¬ 
tion •, and this was really a difinal Article. 
I might be more particular as to this Part: But 

it may iuffice to mention in general ; all Trades be¬ 
ing (lopt, Employment ceafed ; the Labour, and by 
that, the Bread of the Poor were cutoff7; and at firft 
indeed, the Cries of the poor were moft lamentable to 
hear; tho’ by the Diftribution of Charity, their 
Mifery that way was greatly abated : Many indeed 
fled into the Countries; but thoufands of them hav* 
ing ftay’d in London, till nothing but Defperation 
fent them away; Death overtook them on the Road, 
and they ferv’d for no better than the Mefffengers of 
Death •, indeed, others carrying the Infection along 
with them, fpreading it very unhappily into the re- 
moteff: Parts of the Kingdom. 

Many of thefe were the miferable Objects of Dif- 
pair which I have mentioned before, and were re¬ 
moved by the Deffrudlion which followed *, thefe 
might be laid to periffi, not by the Infection itfelf, 
but by the Confequence of it; indeed, namely, by 
Hu nger and Diftrds, and the Want of all Things ; 
being without Lodging, without Money, without 

Friends, 
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Friends, without Means to get their Bread, or with¬ 
out any one to give it them •, for many of them were 
without what we call legal Settlements, and fo could 
not claim of the Parifhes, and all the Support they had 
was by Application to the Magiftrates for Relief, 
which Relief was (to give the Magiftrates their Due) 
carefully and chearfully adminiftred, as they found 
it neceftary; and chofe that flay’d behind never felt 
the Want and Diftrefs of that Kind, which they 
felt who went away in the Manner above noted. 

Let any one who is acquainted with what Multi¬ 
tudes of People get their daily Bread in this City by 
their Labour, whether Artificers or meer Workmen ; 
I pay, let any Man c-onfider what mult be the mifer- 
able Condition of this down, if, on a hidden, they 
fhould be all turned out of Employment, that La¬ 
bour fliould ceaie, and Wages for Work be no more. 

This was the Cafe with us at that Time ; and had 
not the Sums of Money, contributed in Charity, by 
well-difpofed People of every Kind, as well abroad 
as at home, been prodigioufly great, it had not been 
in the Power of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs to have 
kept the public Peace \ nor were they without Ap- 
prehenfions as it was, that Defpeiation fhould pufh 
the People uponTumults, and caufe them to rifle the 
Hotifes of rich Men, and plunder the Markets of Pro- 
vifions; in which Cafe the Country People, who brought 
Provilions very freely and boldly toTown,would have 
been terrified from coming any more, and the Town 
would have funk under an unavoidable Famine. 

But the Prudence of my Lord Mayor, and the 
Court of Aldremen within the City, and of the Ju- 
ftices of Peace in the Out-parts, was fuch, and they 
were fupported withMoney from all Parts fo well,that 
the poor People were keptquiet,and theirWants every 
where reliev’d as far as was poflible to be done. 

Two Things, befides this, contributed to prevent 
the Mob doing any Mifchief : One was, that really 
the Rich themfelves had not laid up Stores of Provi- 

I fions 



II4 The HISTORY of 

fions in their Houfes, as indeed they ought to have 
done, and which if they had been, wife enough to have 
done, and lock’d themfelves intirely up, as fomefew 
did, they had perhaps escaped the Difeafe better: But 
as it appear’d they had not,fo the Mob had noNotion 
of finding Stores of Provifions there, if tney had 
broken in, as it is plain they were fometimes very near 
doing, and which, if they had, they had finifh d the 
Ruin of the whole City, for there were no regular 
Troops to have withftood them, nor could the 
Train’d-Bands have been brought together to defend 
the City, no Men being to be found to bear Arms. 

But the Vigilance of the Lord Mayor, and fuck 
Magiftrates as could be had (forfome, even of the 
Aldermen were dead, and feme abfent) prevented 
this; and they did it by the moil kind and gentle 
Methods they could think of, as particularly by re¬ 
lieving the mofl defperate with Money, and putting 
others into Bufmefs, and particularly that Employ¬ 
ment of watching Houfes that were infedted and fhut 
up ; and as the Number of thefe were very great, for 
it was faid, there was at one Time, ten Thoufand 
Houfes fhut up, and every Houfe had two Watch- 
men to guard it, viz. one by Night, and the other 
by Day , this gave Opportunity to employ a very 
great Number of poor Men at a Time. 

The Women and Servants, that were turned off 
from their Places, were likewife employed as Nurfes 
to tend the Sick in all Places; and this took oft a 
very great Number of them. 

And, which tho’ a melancholy Article in itfelf, 
yet was a Deliverance in its Kind, namely, the 
Plague, which raged in a dreadful Manner from the 
Middle oiAuguft to the Middle of Qfiober, carried off 
in that Time thirty or forty Thoufand of thefe very 
People, which, had they been left, would certainly 
have been an unfufferable Burden, by their Poverty, 
that is to fay, the whole City could not have fupported 
the Expence of them, or have provided Food for 

them ; 
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them , and they would inT ime have been even driven 
to the Neceffity of plundering either the City itfelf, 
or the Country adjacent, to have fubfifted them* 
felves, which would, firft or laft, have put the whole 
Nation, as well as the City, into the utmoft Terror 
and Confufion. 

It was obfervable then, that this Calamity of the 
People made them very humble * for now, for about 
nine Weeks together, there died near aThoufand a- 
day, one Day with another, even by the Account of 
£he^ Weekly Bills, which yet I have Reafon to be af* 
fur’d never gave a full Account, by manyThoufands, 
the Confufion being fuch, and the Carts working in 
the Dark, when they carried the Dead, that in fome 
Places no Account at all was kept, but they work’d 
on ; the Clerks and Sextons not attending for Weeks 
together, and not knowing what Number they car¬ 
ried,, This Account is verified by the following Bills 
of Mortality, 

Of all Difeafes, Of the Plague* 
^ Aug. 8, to Aug. 15 - - 5319-3 880 

j to 12 - - 5568  -4237 

to 29 - - 7496 - , - - 6102 

I Aug. 29 to Sept. 5 - - 8252 - - - - 6988 

~ i0m<\ to 12 “ - 7690 - - - - 6344 

to 19 - - 8297 - - * - 7163 

I Sept. 26 \.Q OSI. 3 - - 5720 - 4929 

l. to IO - - 5068-- 4227 

59-7° 497°5 
So that tne Grofs of the People were carried off 

^n thefe two Mlonths, for as the whole Number 
which was brought in to die of the Plague, was but 
68590, here is fifty Thoufand of them, within a 

t Trifle, in two Months, I lay 50000, becaufe, as there 
warns 295 in the Number above, lb there wants two 

I Days of two Months in the Account of Time. 

. Now> when I fay, that the Parifh Officers did not 
give in a full Account, or were not to be depended 
upon for their Account, let any one but confider how 
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Men could be exaft in fuch a Time of dreadful Di- 
ffrefs, and when many of them were taken fick them- 
felves, and perhaps died in the very Time when their 
Accounts were to be given in ; I mean the Pariff- 
Cierks, befides inferior Officers ; for tho’ thefe poor 
Men ventured at all Hazards, yet they were far from 
being exempt from the common Calamity, efpecially 
if it be true, that the Par iff of Stepney had, within the 
Year.one hundred and hxteen Sextons,Grave-diggers, 
and their Affiftants, that is to fay. Bearers, Bell-men, 
and Drivers of Carts, for carrying off the dead Bodies, 

Indeed the Work was not of a Nature to allow 
them Leifure to take an exact Tale of the dead Bodies, 
which were all huddled together in the Dark into a 
Pit ; which Pit, or Trench, no Man could come 
nigh but at the utmoit Peril, I ohferv’d often, that 
in the Pariffes oi Algale and Cripplegate% White¬ 
chapel^ and Stepney, there were live, fix, feven, and 
eight hundred in a Week in the Bills, whereas, if we 
may believe the Opinion of thofe that liv’d in the 
City all the Time, as well as I, there died fometimes 
2000 a-Week in thofe Pariffes •, and I faw it under 
the Hand of one, that made as ffrid: an Examina¬ 
tion into that Part as he could, that there really died 
an Hundred thoufand People of the Plague in it that 
one Year, whereas the Bills, the Articles of the 
Plague, was but 68590. 

If I may be allowed to give my Opinion, by what 
I faw with my Eyes, I heard from other People that 
were Eye-witneffes, I do verily believe the fame, viz, 
that there died, atleaft, 100,000 of the Plague only, 
befides other Diftempers, and befides thofe which 
died in the Fields and Highways, and fecret 
Places, out of the Compafs of the Communication, 
as it was called, and who were not put down in the 
Bills, tho’ they really belonged to the Body of the 
Inhabitants. If was known to us all, that abun¬ 
dance of poor defpairing Creatures, who had the 
Diftemper upon them, and were grown ftupid, or 

melan- 
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melancholly by their Mifery, as many were, wan¬ 
dered away into the Fields and Woods, and into fe- 
cret uncouth Places, almoft any where to creep into 
a Bufh, or Hedge, and DIE. 

The Inhabitants of the Villages adjacent would/m 
pity, carry them Food, and fet it at a Diftance, that 
they might fetch it, if they were able, and fometimes 
they were not able ; and the next Time they went 
they fhould rind the poorWietches lie dead, and the 
Food untouch’d. The Number of thefe miferable 
Objeils were many, and I know fo many that pe- 
rifh’d thus, and fo exactly where, that I believe 1 coo’d 
go to the very Place and dig their Bones up rtill 3 for 
the Country People would go and dig a Hole at a 
Dihance from them, and then with long Poles, and 
Hooks at the End of them, drag the Bodies into 
thefe Pits, and then throw the Earth in Form as far 
as they could cait it, to cover them, taking notice 
how the Wind blew, and fo coming on that Side 
which the Seamen call to JVindward, that the Scent 
of the Bodies might blow from them *, and thus great 
Numbers went out of the World, who were never 
known, or any Account of them taken, as well within 
the Bills of Mortality as without. 

This, indeed, I had, in the main, only from the Re¬ 
lation of others for I feldom walk’d into the Fields, 
except towards Bednal-green and Hackney ; or as here¬ 
after : But when I did walk, I always faw a great 
many poor Wanderers at a Diftance ; but I could 
know little of their Cafes; for whether it were in the 
Street, or in the Fields, if we had feen any Body 
coming, it was a general Method to walk away 3 
yet I believe the Account is exadtly true. 

As this puts me upon mentioning my walking 
die Streets and Fields, I cannot omit taking No¬ 
tice what a defclate Place the City was at that 
Time: The great Street I liv’d in, which is known 
to be one of the broadeft of all the Streets of Lon¬ 
don > I mean of the Suburbs, as well as the Liber- 

I 3 ties 3 
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ties •, all the Side where the Butchers lived, efpecD 
ally without the Bars, was more like a green Field 
than a paved Street, and the People generally went 
in the Middle with the Horfes and Carts: It is true, 
that the fart heft End towards Whitechapel Church, 
was not all paved, but even the Part that was paved 
was full of Grafs alfo; but this need not feem ftrange, 
fince the great Streets within the City, fuch as 
LeadenhaH-ftreei, Bijhopfgate-fireet, Cornhill, and even 
the Exchange itfelf, had Grafs growing in them in 
ieveral Places •, neither Cart or Coach were feen in 
the Streets from Morning to Evening, except fome 
Country Carts to bring Roots and Beans, orPeafe, 
Hay and Straw, to the Market, and thofe but very 
lew, compared to what was ufual : As for Coaches 
they were fcarce ufed, but to carry fick People to 
the Peft-houfe, and to other Hofpitals ; and fome 
tew to carry Phyficians to fuch Places as they thought 
fit to venture to vifit; for really Coaches were dan¬ 
gerous Things, and People did not care to venture 
into them, becaufe they did not know who might 
have been carried in them laft % and fick infedted 
People were, as I have faid, ordinarily carried in 
tnem to the Peft-Houfes, and fometimes People ex¬ 
pired in them as they went along. 

It is true, when the Infection came to fuch a Height 
as I have now mentioned, there were very few Phy= 
ficians which car’d to ftir abroad to fick Houfes, and 
very many of the mod eminent of the Faculty were 
dead as well as the Surgeons alfo, for now it was 
indeed a difmal Time, and for about a Month to¬ 
gether, not taking any Notice of the Bills of Mor¬ 
tality, I believe there did not die lefs than 1500 or 
1700 a-day, one Day with another. 

One of the word Days we had in the whole Time, 
as I thought, was in the Beginning of September^when 
indeed good People began to think, that God was 
refolvcd to make a full End of the People in this 
mifcrable City, This was at that Time when the 

Plague 
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Plague was fully come into the Eaffern Parifhes. The 
Pariiliof^/^/c,if Imay give myOpinion,bury’d a' ove 
aThoufand a Week for two Weeks, tho’ the Tills did 
not lay io many"; but it furrounded me at fodifmala 
Rate, that there was not a Houle in twenty uninfe&ed; 
in thzMinorks, m Hounfditch, and in thoie Parts of AU 
gate Parifh about the Butcher-row > and the Alleys over- 
againft me, I fay in thofePlaces Death reign'd in every 
Corner. Whitechapel Parilh was in the fame Condi¬ 
tion, and tho5 much lefs than the Pari (In I liv’d in , yet 
bury’d near 600 a Week by the Bills; and in my Opi¬ 
nion,near twice as many; whole Families, and indeed, 
whole Streets of Families were fwept away together ; 
infomuch, that it was frequent for Neighbours to call 
to the. Bellman, to go to fuch and fuch Houles, and 

^ fetch out the Peop!e, for that they were all dead. 
And indeed, the Work of removing the dead Bo¬ 

dies by Cart% was now grown fo very odious and 
dangerous, that it was complain’d of, that the Bear¬ 
ers did not take Care to clear fuch Houfes, where all 
the Inhabitants were dead ; but that fometimes the 
Bodies lav feverai Days unbury’d, til! the neighbour¬ 
ing Families were offended with the Stench, and con- 
fequent y infedted ; and this Neglecl of the Officers 
was fuch, that the Church-Wardens and Con (fables 
were fummorfd to look after it; and even thejuflices 
of the Hamlets were oblig’d to venture their Lives a- 
mongthem,to quicken and encourage them ; for innu¬ 
merable of the Bearers dy’d of the DHemper,infeded 
by the Bodies they were oblig’d to come fo near ; and 
had it not been that the Number of poor People who 
wanted Employment,and wanted Bread (as I have faid 
before) was fo great, that Neceffity drove them to un 
dertake any thing, and venture any thing, they would 
never have found People to be employ’d ; and then 
theBodies of theDead wou’d have lain above Ground,, 
and have perifhed and rotted in a dreadful Manner. 

But the Magiilrates cannot be enough commended 
in this, that they kept fuch good Order for the bury- 
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ing of the Dead, that as fail as any of thofe they em¬ 
ploy’d to carry off,and bury theDead, fell fick or dy’d, 
as was many times the Cale, they immediately flip- 
ply’d the Places with others; which by reafonfof the 
great Number of Poor that was left out of Bufinefs, 
as above, was not hard to do ; this occafion’d, ahat 
notwithflanding the infinite Number of People which 
dy’d, and were fick, almolt all together, yet they 
were always clear’d away, and carry’d off every 
Night*, fo that it was never to be laid of London, 
that the Living were not able to bury the Dead. 

As the Defo'ation wras greater, during thofe terrible 
Times, fo the Amazement of the People encreafed ; 
and a thoufand unaccountable Things they would do 
in the Violence of their Fright, a§ others did the fame 
in the Agonies of their DHiemper, and this Part was 
very afiedhng ; tome went roaring and crying, and 
wringing their Hands along the Street; Tome would 
go praying, and lifting up their Hands to Heaven, 
calling upon God for Mercy. I cannot fay, indeed, 
whether this was not in their Diffraction ; but be it fo9 

it was kill an Indication of a more ferious Mind, 
when they had theUie of their Senfes, and was much 
better, even as it was, than the frightful Tellings and 
Cryings that every Day, and efpecially in the Even¬ 
ings, were heard in forne Streets. I fuppofe theWorld 
has heard of the famous Soloman Eagle an Enthufiaft: 
Pie, tho’ not infebted at all, but in his Plead, went 
about denouncing of judgment upon the City in a 
frightful Manner ; fometinies quite naked, and with 
a Pan of burning Charcoal on his Plead. What he 
faid, or pretended, indeed, I could not learn. 

1 wiH not fay whether that Clergyman was diftrabl- 
ed or not, or whether he did it in pure Zeal for the 
poor People who went every Evening thro’ the Streets 
of Whitechapel; and with his Elands lifted up, repeat¬ 
ed that Part of the Liturgy of the Church continually. 

Spare usgocdEord^fpare thyPe@plewhc?n thou baft redeem- 
ed with thy meft precious BloodJ fay, 1 cannot fpeak po fi¬ 

ll vdy 
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lively of thefe Things ; becaufe thefe were only the 
di final Objects which reprefen ted themfelves to me asl 
look’d thro’ my Chamber Windows (for I feldom 
opened the Cafements) while I confin’d my felf within 
Doors, during that mod: violent raging of the Pefti- 
lence *, when indeed, as I have laid, many began to 
think, and even to fay, that there would none efcape ; 
and indeed, I began to think fo too; and therefore kept 
within Doors, for about a Fortnight, and never ftirr’d 
out : But I cou’d not hold it: Befides, there were 
feme People, who notwithftanding the Danger, did 
not omit publickly to attend the Worfhip of God, even 
in the moft dangerous Times *, and thos it is true, 
that a great many Clergymen did flint up their Chur¬ 
ches, and fled as other People did, for the fafety of 
their Lives ; yet, all did not do fo, fome ventur’d to 
officiate, and to keep up the Affemblies of the People 
by conilant Prayers ; and fometimes Sermons, or 
brief Exhortations to Repentance and Reformation, 
and this as long as any would come to hear them ; 
and DifTenters did the like alfo, and even in the very 
Churches, where the Parifh Minifters were either 
dead or fled, nor was there any Room for making 
Difference, at fuch a Time as this was. 

It was indeed a lamentable Thing to hear the mifera- 
ble Lamentations of poor dyingCreatures, calling out 
for Miniflers to comfort them and pray with them, to 
Council them, and to direct them, calling out to God 
for Pardon and Mercy, and confeffing aloud their pad: 
Sins. It would make the flouted: Heart bleed to hear 
how many Warnings were then given by dying Peni¬ 
tents, to others not to put off and delay their Repen¬ 
tance to the Day of Diftrefs, that fuch a Time of Cala¬ 
mity as this, was no Time for Repentance ; was no 
Time to call upon God. I wifh I could repeat the very 
Sound of thofe Groans, and of thofe Exclamations that 
I heard from fome poor dying Creatutes, when in the 
Hight of their Agonies and Diftrefs ; and that I could 
make him that read this hear, as 1 imagine I now hear 
them, for the Sound feems (till to ring in my Ears, 
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If I could but teil this Part in fuch moving Ac¬ 
cents as fhould alarm the very Sou! of the Reader, I 
fhould rejoice that I recorded thofe Things, however 
ihort and imperfect. 

It pleafed God that I was {till fpared, and very 
hearty and found in Health, but very impatient of be¬ 
ing pent up within Doors without Air, as I had been 
for 14 Days, or thereabouts; and I could not refbraio 
myfelf, but I wou'd go to carry a Letter for my Bro¬ 
ther to the Poft-houfe; then it was indeed, that I ob- 
ferv’d a profound Silence in the Streets; when I came 
to the Poft-houfe, as I went to put in my Letter, I 
faw a Man (land in one Corner of theYard, and talk¬ 
ing to another at a Window, and a third had o- 
pen’d a Door belonging to the Office. In the middle 
of theYard lay a fmall Leather Purfe, with two Keys 
hanging at it, with Money in if, but no-body would 
meddle with it. I afk’d how long it had lain there \ 
the Man at the Window faid, it had lain almoft an 
Hour, but that they had not meddled with it, becaufe 
they did not know but the Perfon whodropt it might 
come back to look for it I had no fuch Need of Mo¬ 
ney, nor was the Sum fo big, that I had any inclination 
to meddle with it, or to get the Money at the Haz¬ 
ard it might be attended with ; fo I feem’d to go a- 
way, when the Man who had open’d the Door, faid, 
he would take it up ; but fo, that if the right Owner 
came for ic he fhould be fure to have it \ fo he went in 
and fetch’d a Pail ofWater}and fet if down hard by the 
Pune, then went again and fetch’d fome Gun-powder, 
and caft a good deal of Powder upon the Purfe, and 
then made a Train from that which he had thrown 
Joofe upon the Purfe ; the Train reached about two 
Yards ; after this, he goes in a third Time, and 
fetches out a Pair of Tongs red hot, and which he 
had prepar'd, I fuppofe, on purpofe ; and fir ft fet- 
ting fire to the Train of Powder, that fing’d the 
Purfe, and alfo fmoak’d the Air fufficiently : But he 
was not content with that $ bu} he then takes up 

the 
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the Purfe with the Tongs, holding it To long till the 
Tongs burnt thro’ the Purfe, and then he (hook the 
Money out into the Pail of Water, fo he carried it in. 
The Money, as I remember, was about thirteen Shil¬ 
lings, and lome fmooth Groats, and Brafs Farthings. 

There might perhaps have been feveral poor Peo¬ 
ple, as 1 have obfervd above, that would have been 
hardy enough to have ventured tor the fake ot the 
Money \ but you may eaiily fee by what I have ob- 
ferv’d, that the few People, who were fpar’d, were 
very careful of themfelves, at that Time when the 

Diftrefs was fo exceeding great. 
Much about the fame Time I walk’d out into the 

Fields towards Bow •, for I had a great mind to lee 
how things were managed in the River, and among 
the Ships , and as I hadfome Concern in Flipping, I 
had a Notion that it had been one of the belt Ways 
offecuring one’s felf from the Infehlion to have retir’d- 
into a Fdp ; and mufing how to fatisfy my Curiofity,' 
in that Point, I turned away over the Fields, from 
Bow to Bromley, and down to Blackwall, to the Stairs, 
which are there for landing, or taking Water. 

Here I faw a poor Man walking on the Bank, or 
Sea-wall, as they call it, by himfelf. I walked a while 
alfo about, feeing theHoufes all fliutup •, at laft I tell 
into lome Talk, at a Diftance, with this poor Man ; 
fird I afked him, how People did thereabouts ? Alasy 
Sir l fays he, aim oft defolate •, all dead or feck : Here are 
very few Families iuihis Part,or in that Village, pointing 
at Poplar, where half of them are not dead already,and the 
reftfick. Then he pointing to one Houle, Phere they are 
all dead,faid h ?,andthe Eoufefiands open ; no Body dares, 
gointoit. Apoor Phief, fays he, ventured in to fuaifome* 
thing, but he paid dear for his Pheftftor he was carried to 
the Church Tardtoo, laft Night. Then he pointed to fe¬ 
veral other Houfes. Phereftays he, they arealldead the 
Man andhisWife, and five Children. There, fays he, they 
are Jhut up,you fee a Watchman at theHoor ; and foot o- 

ther Houfes, Why* fays I, What do you here all alone ? 
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Why, fays he, 1 am a poor defolate Man ; it has pleafed 
God I am not yet vijited,tho* my Family is, and one of my 
Children dead. How do you mean then, laid I, that you 
are not vijited ? Why, fays he, that*s my Houfe, point¬ 
ing to a very little low boarded Houfe, and there 
my poor Wife and two Children live, faid he, if they may 
he faid to live, for my Wife and one of the Children are 
vijited, but I do not come at them. And with that 
Word I faw the Tears run very plentifully down his 
face ; and fo they did down mine too, 1 allure you. 

But, faid I, Why do you not come at them? How can you 
abandonyour own Flefh and Blood? Oh, Sir ; fays he, the 
Lord forbid m, Ido not abandon them *, I work for them as 
much as lam able , and bleffedbe the Lord, I keep them 
from Want % and with that I obferv’d, he lifted up his 
Eyes to Heaven, with a Countenance that prefently 
told me, I had happened on a Man that was no Hy¬ 
pocrite, but a ferious, religious good Man, and his 

Ejaculation was an Expreffion of"Thankfulnefs, that 
in fuch a Condition as he was in, he fhould be able to 
fay his Family did not want. Well, fays I, honefl Man, 
that is a great Mercy as things go now with the Poor : 
Bui how do you live then, and how are you kept from the 
dreadful Calamity that is now upon us all? Why, Sir, 
fays he, 1 am a Waterman, and there's my Boat, fays he, 
and the Boat ferves me for a Houfe ; I work in it in the 
uay, and IJleep in it in the Night; and what I get, 1 lay 
down upon that Stone, fays he, fhewing me a broad Stone 
on the other Side of the Street, a good way from his 
Houfe, and then, lays he, I halloo, and call to them till 
1 make them hear ; and they come and fetch it. 

Well Friend, fays I, but how canyouget any Money as a 
Waterman? does any Body go by Water thefe Times ? Tes 
Sir, fays he* in the Way lam employ'd there does. Bo you 
fee there, fays ht,fivefhipslie atAnchor, pointing down 
the River, a good way below theTown ; and do you 
fee, fays he, eight or ten Ships lie at the Chain, there, 
and at Anchor yonder, pointing above the Town. All 
thofe Ships have Families on board, of their Merchants 

and 
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md Owners, and fuel like, who have lock'd them [elves 
up, and live on board, clofe [hut in, for fear of the Infec¬ 
tion ; and I tend on them to fetch Things for them, carry 
Letters, and do what is abfolutely necejfary,that they may 
not be obliged to come on Shore-, and every Night Ifaften 
my Boat on board one of the Ship'sBoats, and there Ifteep 
by myfelf, and blejfed be. God, I am preferv'd hitherto. 

Well, laid I, Friend, but will they let you come on 
board, after you have been on Shore here, when this is 
fuel a terrible Place, and fo infebled as it is ? 

Why, as to that, Paid he, I very feldom go up the Ship 
Side, but deliver what I bring to their Boat, or lie by 
the Side, and they hoift it on board ; if I did, I think 
they are in no Danger from me, for 1 never go into any 
Houfe on Shore, or tcuch any Body, no, not of my 
own Family ; but I fetch Provifions for them. 

Nay, fays I, but that may be worfe, for you muft 
have thofe Provifions of fome Body or other andfiinci 
all this Part of the Town is fo inf ebled, it is dangerous 
fo much as to fpeak with any Body for the Village9 
faid I, is as it were, the Beginning of London, tho’ it 
he at fome Difiance from it. 

That is true, added he, but you do not underfiand me 
right •, I do not buy Provifions for them here \ I row up 
to Greenwich and buyfrefh Meat there, andfometimes I 
row down the River ^Woolwich and buy there then I 
go to Jingle Farm-houfes on /Mventifh Side, where lam 
known,and buy Fowls and Eggs, and Butter, and bring to 
the Ships, as they dir eft me, fometimes one, fometimes the 
other : Ifeldom come on Shore here *, and I came now only 
to call to my Wife, and hear how my little Family do, and 
give them a little Money, which I receiv'd loft Night. 

Boor Man ! faid I, and how much haft thou gotten 

for them ? 
1 have gotten four Shillings, faid he, which is a great 

Sum, as things go now with poor Men ; but they have 
given me a Bag of Bread too, and a Sail Fifto and fome 
Flefh ; fo all helps out. 

WML 
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Well, faid I, and have you given it them yet ? 
I'yo, faid he, hut I have call'd>, and my Wife has an& 

fiwered, that floe cannot come out yet, hut in half an Rout 
floe hopes to come, and 1 am waiting for her: Poor Wo* 
man ! fays he, floe is brought fadly down ; flee has a 

welang, and, it is broke, and 1 hope floe will recover j 
but I fear the Child will die \ but it is the Lord ! -_ 
Here he ftopt, and wept very much. 

Well, honeft Friend, faid I, thou hafi a Jure Com- 

/£ t'00u kaft brought thy felf to be vejignd to the 
Win Oj (jrod, he is dealing with us all in "Judgment. 

Oh, Sir, fays he# it is infinite Mercy, if any of us 
are [par'd *, and who am I to repine / 

Say fi thou fo, faid I, and how much lefs is my Faith 
loan thine ? And here my Heart fmote me, fugge(tin<? 
how much better this poor Man’s Foundation wasl 
on which he rcaid in the Danger, than mine % that he 
nad no where to fly , that he had a Family to bind 
him to Attendance, which I had not; and mine was 
meer Prefumption, his a true Dependence, and a 
Courage re (ting on God ; and yet, that he ufed all 
poflible Caution for his Safety. 

I turn d a little Way from the Man, while theP 
Thoughts engaged me, for, indeed, 1 could no more 
refrain from Tears than he. 

A^]fnigtI^after fomefartherTalk, thepoorWomam 
open a the Door, and call’d, Robert, Robert ; he an- 
iwered, and bid her flay a few Moments, and he wou’d 
come ; io he ran down the common Stairs to his 
Post and retch’d up a Sack in which was the Provi- 
lions he had brought from the Ships ; and when he re- 
turn d he halloo’d again ; then he went to the great 

.one which he (hewed me, and empty’d the Sack,and 
laid all out, every Thing by themfelves, and then re¬ 
tired ; and his Wife came with a little Bov to fetch 
tiem away • and he call’d, and faid, fuch a Cap- 
tain^had fent fuch a Thing, and fuch a Captain fuch 
a 1 hing 5 and at the End adds, God has fent it all, 

give 
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give ’Thanks to him. When the poor Woman had 
taken up all, fhe was fo weak fhe could not carry it at 
once in, tho* the JVeight was not much neither ; fo fhe 
left the Bifcuit, which was in a little Bag, and left a 
little Boy to watch it till fhe came again. 

Well, hut, fays I to him, did you leave her the four 
Shillings too, which you faicl was your Week’s Pay ? 

TES, TES, fays he, you fhallhear her own it. So he 
calls again, Rachel, Rachel, which it feems was her 
Name, did you take up the Money ? TES, faid fhe. 
How much was it, faid he ? four Shillings and a Croats 
faid fhe. Well, well, fays he, the Lord keep you all; 
and fo he turned to go away. 

As I could not refrain contributing Tears to this 
Man’s Story, fo neither could I refrain my Charity 
for his Affiftance ; fo I call’d him, Hark thee, Friend, 
faid I, come hither ; for I believe thou art inHealth, that 
1 may venture thee ; fo I pull’d out my Hand, which was 
in my Pocket before, Here, fays I, go and call thy Ra¬ 
chel once more,and give her a little more Comfort from me. 
God will never for fake a Family that truft in him as thou 
doft *, fo I gave him four other Shillings, and bid him 
go lay them on the Stone and call his Wife. 

I have notWcrds to exprefs the poor Man’s Thank- 
fulnefs neither could he exprefs it himfelf but by 
Tears running down his Face ; he call’d his Wife, 
and told her God had mov’d the Heart of a Stranger 
upon hearing their Condition, to give them all that 
Money 5 and a great deal more fuch as that, he faid 
to her. The Woman too, made Signs of the like 
Thankfulnefs, as well to Heaven, as to me, and joy¬ 
fully pick’d it up ; and I parted with no Money all 
that Year that I thought better bellow’d. 

I then ask’d the poor Man if the Diftemper had not 
reach’d to Greenwich; he faid it had not till about a 
Fortnight before , but that then he feared it had *s but 
that it was only at that End of the Town, which lay 
South towards Deptford Bridge , that he went only 
to a Butcher’s Shop and a Grocer’s, where he gene- 

rally 
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rally bought fuch Things as they fent him for ; but 
was very careful. 

I afk’d him then, how it came to pafs, that thofe 
People who had fo fhut themfelves up in the Ships 
had not laid in fufficient Stores of all Things necef- 
fary ? he Did home of them had, but on the other 
hand, fome did not come on board till they were 
frighted into it, and till it was too dangerous for them 
to go to the proper People to lay in Quantities of 
Things, and that he waited on two Ships which he 
fhewed me, that had laid in little or nothing; but Bif- 
cure Bread, and Ship Beer ; and that he had bought 
every Thing elfe almoft for them. I afk’d him, if 
there was any more Ships that had feparated them¬ 
felves as thofe had done ? he told me yes, all the Way 
up from the Point, right againft Greenwich, to with¬ 
in the Shore of Limehoufe and Redriff.\ all the Ships 
that could have room rid two and two in the Middle 
of the Stream, and that fome of them had feveral 
Families on board. I a Ik’d him, if the Diftemper 
had not reached them? he laid he believ’d it had 
not, except two or three Ships, whofe People had not 
been fo watchful to keep the Seamen from going on 
Shore, as others had been ; and he faid it was a very 
fine Sight to fee how the Ships Jay up the Pool. 

When he faid he was going over to Greenwich, as 
fbon as the Tide began to come in, I afk’d if he 
would let me go with him, and bring me back ? for 
that I had a great mind to fee how the Ships were 
ranged, as he had told me : Fie told me, if I would 
affure him on the Word of a Chriftian, and of an 
honefl Man, that I had not the Difiemper, he would: 
I aflur’d him that I had nor, that it had pleafed God 
to preferve me, that I liv’d in Whitechapel, but was 
too impatient of being fo long within Doors, and 
that I had ventured out fo far for the Refrefhment 
of a little Air •, but that none in my Houfe had fo 
much as been touch’d with it. 

Well 
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Well, Sir, fays he, as your Charity has been mov’d 
to pity me and my poor Family ; fure you cannot 
have fo little pity left, as to put yourfelf into my 
Boat if you were not found in Health, which would 
be nothing lefs than killing me, and ruining my whole 
Family. The poor Man troubled me fo much, when 
he fpoke of his Family with fuch a fenfible Concern, 
and in fuch an affectionate Manner, that I cou’d not 
fatisfy myfelf at firft to go at all. I told him, I 
would lay afide my Curiofity, rather than make him 
uneafy ; tho’ I was fure, and very thankful for it, 
that I had no more Diftemper upon me, than the 
frefhefb Man in the World : IVell^ he would not have 
me put it off neither, but to let me fee how confi¬ 
dent he was, that I was juft to him, now impor¬ 
tuned me to go; fo when the Tide came up to his 
Boar, I went in, and he carry’d me to Greenwich: 
While he bought the Things which he had in his 
Charge to buy, I walk’d up to the Top of the Hill, 
under which the Town ftands, and on the Eaft-fide 
of the Town, to get a Profpecft of the River : But 
it was a furprifing Sight to fee the Number of Ships 
which lay in Rows, two and two, and fome Places, 
two or three fuch Lines in the Breadth of the River, 
and this not only up quite to the Town, between the 
Houles which we call Ratcliff and Redrff\ which they 
name the Pool, but even down the whole River, as 
far as the Head of Long-Reach, which is as far as the 
Hills gives us Leave to fee it. 

I cannot guefs at the Number of Ships, but I think 
there muft be feveral Hundreds of Sail; and I could 
not but applaud the Contrivance; for Ten thoufand 
People, and more, who attended Ship Affairs, were 
certainly fheltered here from the Violence of the Con¬ 
tagion, and liv'd very fate and very eafy. 

1 returned to my own Dwelling, very well fatished 
with my Days journey, and particularly with the 
poor Man ; alfo I rejoyced to fee that fuch little San¬ 
ctuaries were provided for fo many Families, in aTime 

X of 
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of fuch Defolation. I obferv’d alfo, that as the Vio¬ 
lence of the Plague had encreafed,fo the Ships which 
had Families on Board, remov’d and went farther 
off, till, as I was told, fome went quite away to Sea, 
and put into fuch Harbours, and fafe Roads on the 
North Coaft, as they could bed: come at* 

But it was alfo true, that all the People, who thus 
left the Land, and liv’d on Board the Ships, were not 
entirely fafe from the Infection, for many died, and 
were thrown over-board into the River, fome in Cof¬ 
fins, and fome, as I heard, without Coffins, whofe 
Bodies were feen fometimes to drive up and down, 
with the Tide in the River. 

But 1 believe, I may venture to fay, that in thofe 
Ships which were thus infedted, it either happened 
where the People had recourfe to them too late, and 
did not fly to the Ship till they had flayed too long 
on Shore, and had the Diflemper upon them, tho* 
perhaps, they might not perceive it, and fo the 
Diflemper did not come to them, on Board the Ships, 
but they really carried it with them; OR it was 
in thefe Ships, where the poor Waterman faid they 
had not had Time to furnifh themfelves with Provi- 
iions, but were obliged to fend often bn Shore to 
buy what they had Octafion for, or fullered Boats 
to come to them from the Shore : and fo the Diflem¬ 
per was brought infenfthly among them. 

And here I cannot but take notice that the f!range 
Temper of the People of London at that Time con¬ 
tributed extremely to their own Deflrudion. The 
Plague began, as I have obferved, at the other End 
of the Town, namely, in Long-Acre, Drury-Lane, £sjV. 
and came on towards the City very gradually and 
fiowly. It wasfck at fir ft in "December, then again in 
February, then again in April, and always but a very 
little at a Time ; then it ftopc till May, and even the 
lafl Week in May, there was but 17, and all at that 
End of the Town ; and all this while, even fo long, 
as till there died above 3000 a-Week ; yet had the 

People 
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Peopfein Redrift\ and in V/apping, and Ratcliff on 
both Sides the River, and almoft al\ Southwarkftde, 
a mighty Fancy, that they fhould not be vifited, or 
atleait, that it would not be lb violent among them. 
Some People fancied, the fmeiJ of the Pitch and Tar, 
and luch other Things, as Oil and Rofin, and Brim- 
ifone, which is fo much ufed by all Trades relating 
to Shipping, would preferve them. Others argued 
it, becaufe it was in its extreamefl Violence in Weft- 
minfter, and the Parifh of St, Giles's and St. An- 
drezo’s, &c. and began to abate again, before it came 
among them, which was true indeed, in Part: For 
Example. 

From the 8th to the 15th of Auguft. 

St. Giles3s in 
the Fields 

Cripplegate. 
1 242 

Stepney 197 
S r. Mag.Bermondfey 2 41 

886 Rotherhith ——— 3 

Total this 
Week. 

4030 

From the 15 th to the 2 2d of Auguft. Total this 
Week. 

St. Giles's in 1 
the Fields l 1 ^ 5 

Cripplegate 847 

Stepney - 
St .Mag. Bermondfey 
Rotherhith -- 

5319 

N. B. That it was obferv’d the Numbers mention’d 
in Stepney Parifh, at that Time, were generally all on 
that Side where Stepney Parifh joined to Shoreditch, 
which we now call Spittle fields, where the Parifh of 
Stepney comes up to the very Wall of Shoreditch 
Church-yard ; and the Plague at thisTime was abat¬ 
ed at St. Giles's in the Fields, and raged moft violently 
in Cripplegate, Bijhopfgate and Shoreditch Parifhes, but 
there was not 10 People a-Week that died of it in all 
that Part of Stepney Parifh, which takes in Lime-houfe, 
Ratcliff-high-way, and which are now the Parifhes of 
Shadwell and IVapping, even to St. Katharines by the 
Tower, till after the whole Month of Auguft was ex¬ 
pired ; but they paid for it afterwards, as 1 (hall ob- 
ferve by and by. 

This, I fay, made the People of Redriff and Wap* 
ping. Rat cliff and Lime-houfe fo fee u re, and flatter thern- 

K 2 Pelves 
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Selves fo much with the Plague’s going off, without 
reaching them, that they took n<p Care, either to fly 
into the Country, or fliut themfelv.es up ^ nay, fofar 
were they from ftirring, that they rather received 
their Friends and Relations from the City into their 
Houfts ; and feveral from other Places really took 
San&uary in that Part of the Town, as a Place of 
Safety, and as a Place which they thought God wou’d 
pafs over and not viflt as the reft was viflted. 

And this was the Reafon, that when it came upon 
them they were more furprized, more unprovided, 
and more at a Lofs what to do, than they were in 
other Places, for when it came among them really, 
and with Violence, as it did indeed in September and 
Offober, there was then no ftirring out into the 
Country, no Body would fuffer a Stranger to come 
near them, no, nor near the Towns where they dwel¬ 
led ; and, as I have been told, feveral that wander¬ 
ed into the Country, on Surry Side, were found 
ftarv’d to Death in the Woods and Commons, that 
Country being more open and more woody, than 
any other Part fo near London ; efpecially about Nor- 
wood, and the Farifhes of Camberwell, Dullegey and 
Lufum, where, it feems, no Body durft relieve the 
poor diftreffed People for fear of the Infedtion. 

This Notion having, as I faid, prevailed with the 
People in that Part of the Town, was in part the Oc~ 
caflon, as Ifaid before^ that they had Recourfeto Ships 
for their Retreat *, and where they did this early, and 
with Prudence, furnifhing themfelves fo with Frovi* 
fions, that they had no Need to go on Shore for Sup ¬ 
plies, or fuffer Boats to come on board to bring them $ 
I fay, where they did fo, they had certainly the fafeft 
Retreat of any People whatfoever : But the Di- 
ffrefs was fuch, that People ran on board in their 
Fright, without Bread to eat, and fome into Ships 
that had no Men on board to remove them farther 
off, or to take the Boat and go down the River to 
buy Provifions where it might be done fafely ; and 

thefe 
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thefe often fuffered, and were infe&ed on board as 

much as on fhore. 
As the richer Sort got into Ships, fo the lower Rank 

got into Hoys, Smacks, Lighters and Filing-boats; 
and many, eipecially Watermen, lay in their Boats; 
bur thofe made fad Work of it, efpecially tne lattei, 
for going about for Provifion, and perhaps to get 
their Subfiftence, the Infedion got in among them, 
and made a fearful Havock ; many of the Watermen 
died alone in their Wherries, as they rid at their 
Roads, as well above-Bridge as below, and were not 
found fometimes till they were not in Condition for 
any Body to touch or come near them. 

Indeed the Diftrefs of the People at this Sea-faring 
End of the Town was very deplorable, and deferved 
the greated Commiferation : Bur, alas ? this was a 
Time when every one’s private Safety lay fo near 
them, that they had no Room to pity the Diftrefles 
of others; for every one had Death, as it were, at 
his Door, and many even in their Families, and 
knew not what to do, or whither to fly. 

This, I fay, took away all Companion ; felf Pre- 
fervation indeed appeared here to be the fir ft Law. 
For the Children ran away from their Parents, as 
they languifhed in the utmoft Diftrefs : And in fome 
Places, tho5 not fo frequent as the other, Parents did 
the like to their Children *, nay, fome dreadful Ex¬ 
amples there were, and particularly two in oneWeek, 
of diftreffed Mothers, raveing and difhafled, killing 
their own Children ; one whereof was not farofi fiom 
where I dwelt; the poor lunauck Creature not liv¬ 
ing herfelf long enough to be fenfibie of tne Sin of 
what fhe had done, much leis to be punifhed for it. 

It is not indeed to be wondered at; for the Danger of 
immediate Death to ourfelves, took away all Bowels 
of Love, all Concern for one another : I (peak in ge¬ 
neral, for there were many Inftances of immoveable 

Affe&ion, Pity, an^ 'm many» anc^ l°me 
came to my Knowledge ; that is to fay, by hear-fay : 
For I (hall not take upon me to vouch the Truth of 

die Particulars, -*-0 
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To introduce one, let me find mention, that one 
of the mod deplorable Cafes, in all the prefent Cala¬ 
mity, wa|, that of Women with Child * who, when 
they came to the Hour of their Sorrows, and their 
Fains came upon them,cou’d neither have help of one 
Kind or another , neither Fvudwife or Neighbouring 
Women to come near them ; mod of the Midwives 
were dead •, efpecialiy, of fuch as ferv5d the Poor ; 
and many, if not all the Midwives of Note,were fled 
into the Country : So that it was next to impoffible 
for a poor Woman that cou d not pay an immoderate 
Price to get any Midwife to come to her, and if they 
did, thofe they cou’d get were generally unfkilful 
and ignorant Creatures ; and the Confequence of this 
was, that a mod unufual and incredible Number of 
Women were reduc'd to the utmod Didrefs. Some 
were deliver’d and fpoii’d by the Rafhnefs and Igno¬ 
rance of thofe who pretended to Lay them. Children 
without Number, were, I might fay, murdered by 
the fame, but a more juftidablelgnorance, pretending 
they would fave the Mother, whatever became of 
the Child •, and many Times, both Mother and Child 
were 3od in the fame Manner; and efpecialiy, where 
the Mother had the Didemper, there no Body would 
come near them, and both fometimes perifo’d: Some- 
times the Mother has died of the Plague ; and the 
Infant, it may be half born, or born but not parted 
from the Mother. Some died in the very Pains of 
their Travel, and not deliver’d at all ; and fo many 
were the Cafes of this Kind, that it is hard to iud^e 
of them. ° 

Something of it will appear in the unufual Num¬ 
bers which are put into the Weekly Bills (tho’ I am 

_ - allowing th em to be able to give any Thing 
oi a full Account) under the Articles of 

Child-Bed. 
Abortive- and Stillborn. 

Crrlfoms and Infants. 

Take' 
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Take the Weeks in which the Plague was moft 
violent, and compare them with theWeeks before the 
Diltemper began, even in the fame Year: For Example: 

Child bed. Abort. S til-born. 
( 'Jan. 3 to Jan. 10 — 7 1 —• *3 

to 17 — 8 — 6 — IE 

to 24 — 9 — 5 — 15 
to 31 

Jan. 31 to Feb. 7 
— 3 — 2 —* 9 

From <; 3 •— 8 

to 14 — 6 — 2 — 1i 

to 21 — 5 “* 2 — *3 
, to 28 

^Feb, 7 to March y 
— 2 —— 2 — IO 

• 

— 5 “ 1 — IO 

■ .. . 48 - 24 — IOO 

'AugA1 to Aug, 8 — 25 —• 5 »—. 11 

to 15 — 23 — 6 — 8 

tO 2 2 — 28 — 4 -— 
4 

to 29 — 40 — 6 .— 10 

t rom< Aug. i. to Sept. 5 — 38 — 2 — 11 

to 12 — 39 ~ 23 — 00 

to 19 — 42 — 5 — 17 
to 26 — 42 — 6 — 10 

. Aug. 1 to Qffob. 3 — 14 — 4 — 9 

291 - - 6 1 — - So 

To the Difparity of thefe Numbers, is to be con- 
lidef d and allow’d for, that according to our ufual 
Opinion, who were then upon the Spot, there were 
notone third of the People in the Town, during the 
Months of Augufi and September,as were in the Months 
of January and February: In a Word, the ufual Nuna* 
ber that ufed to die of thefe three Articles; and as 
I hear, did die of them the Year before, was thus : 

Child-bed. 189 
Abortive and $ til-born. 458 

Child-bed. 625 
Abort* Si S til-horn 617 

•e 1242 

This 
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This inequality, I fay, is exceedingly augmented, 
when the Numbers of People are confidered : I pre¬ 
tend not to make any exadl Calculation of the Num¬ 
bers of People, which were at this Time in the City ; 
but I dial! make a probable Conje&ure at that Part 
by and by : What I have faid now, is to explain the 
mifery of thofe poor Creatures above; fo that it might 
well be faid, as in the Scripture, Wo! be to thofe who 
are with Child ; and to thofe which give fuck in that 
Day. For, indeed, it was a Wo to them in particular. 

I was not converfant in many particular families 
where thefe things happen'd •, but the Out-cries of 
the miferable, were heard afar off. As to thofe who 
were with Child, we have feen fome Calculation 
made, 291 Women dead in Child-bed in nineWeeks; 
out of one third Part of the Number, of whom there 
ufually dy’d in that Time, but 84 of the fame Dif- 
after. Let the Reader calculate the Proportion. 

There is no Room to doubt, but theMifery of thofe 
that gave Suck was in Proportion as great. Our Bills 
of Mortality cou’d give but little Light in this •, yet, 
fome it did; there were feveral more than ufual ftarv’d 
at Nurfe ; but this was nothing: The Mifery was, 
where they were (ift) ftarved for want of a Nurfe, 
the Mother dying, and all the Family and the In¬ 
fants found dead by them, meerly for want ; and, if 
I may fpeak my Opinion, 1 do believe, that many 
hundreds of poor helplefs Infants perifhM in this man¬ 
ner. (2dly) Not Carv’d (but poifon’d) by the Nurfe : 
Nay even where the Mother has been Nurfe, and 
having receiv’d the Infection, has poifon'd, that is, 
infected the Infant with her Milk, even before they 
knew they were infedted themfdves *, nay, and the In¬ 
fant has dy’d in fuch a Cafe before the Mother. I can¬ 
not but remember to leave this Admonition upon Re¬ 
cord, if ever fuch another dreadful Vification fhould 
happen in this City; that all Women that are withChild 
or that give Suck fhould be gone5if they have any pof- 

fible 
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fibleMeans, out of the Place •, becaufe their Mifery, 
if infeded, will fo much exceed all other Peoples. 

I could tell here difmal Stories of living Infants be¬ 
ing found fucking the Breads of their Mothers, or 
Nurfes, after they have been dead of the Plague. Of 
a Mother, in the Parifh where I lived, who having a 
Child that was not well, fent for an Apothecary to 
view the Child , and when he came, as the Relation 
goes, was giving the Child fucic at her Biead, and 
to all Appearance, was her!elf very well : But when 
the i\pothecary came dole to her, he law the To¬ 
kens upon that Bread, with which fhe was fuckhng 
the Child. He was furpriz’d enough to be fure 
but not willing to fright the poor Woman too much, 
he defired fhe would give the Child into his Hand *, 
fo he takes the Child, and going to a Cradle in the 
Room lays it in, and opening its Cloths, found the 
Tokens upon the Child too, and both died before he 
could get Home, to fend a preventative Medicine to 
the Father of the Child, to whon? he had told their 
Condition *, whether the Child infedted the Nurfe- 
Mother, or the Mother the Child was not certain, 
but the lad mod likely. 

Likewife of a Child brought home to the Parents 
from a Nurfe that had died of the Plague 5 yet, the 
tender Mother would not refufe to take in her Child, 
and laid it in her Bofom, by which fhe was infedted, 
and died with the Child in her Arms dead alfo. 

It would make the harded Heart move at the In- 
ftances that were frequently found of tender Mothers* 
tending and watching with their dear Children, and 
even dying before them, and fometimes taking the 
Didemper from them, and dying, when the Child, 
for whom the affedfionate Heart had been facrificed, 
has got over it and efcap’d. 

The like of aTradefman in Eajl-Smithfiejd, whofe 
Wife was big with Child of her fir ft Child, and fell 
in Labour, having the Plague upon her : He could 
neither get Midwife to affift her, or Nurfe to tend 

her 5 
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her ; and two Servants which he kept fled both from 
her. He ran from Houfe to Houfe iike one diflradt- 
ed, but could get no help ; the utmoft he could get 
was* that a Watchman, who attended at an infected 
Houfe fhut up, promis’d to fend aMurfe in the Morn¬ 
ing : The poor Man with his Heart broke, went 
back, a (lifted his Wife what he could, adfed the part 
of the Midwife , brought the Child dead into the 
World ; and his Wife in about an Hour died in his 
Arms, where he held her dead Body faft till the 
Morning, when the Watchman came and brought the 
Nurfe as he had promifed *, and coming up the Stairs, 
for he had left the Door open, or only latched, 
they found the Man fitting with his dead Wife in 
his Arms; and fo overwhelmed with Grief, that he 
died in a few Flours after, without any Sign of the 
Infection upon him, but meeriy funk under the 
Weight of his Grief. 

I have heard alfo of fome, who on the Death of 
their Relations, have grown ftupid with the infup- 
portable Sorrow, and of one in particular, who was 
foabfolutely overcome with the Preifure upon his Spi¬ 
rits; that by Degrees, his Head funk into his Body, 
fo between his Shoulders, that the Crown of his Head 
was very little feen above the Bone of his Shoulders % 
and by Degrees, loling jboth Voice and Senfe, his 
Face looking forward, lay againft his Collar-Bone, 
and could not be kept up any other wife, unlefs held 
up by the Hands of other People ; and the poor Man 
never came to himfelf again, but languifhed near a 
Year in that Condition, and died : Nor was he ever 
once feen to lift up his Eyes, or to look upon any 
particular Objedt. 

I cannot undertake to give any other than a Sum¬ 
mary of fuch Paflfages as thefe, becaufe it was not pof- 
fibie to come at the Particulars, whereYometimes 
the whole Families, where fuch Things happened,. 
were carried 01Y by the Diftemper: But there were 
innumerable Cafes of this Kind, which prefented to 
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the Eye, and the Ear, even in patting along the Streets, 
as I have hinted above ; nor is it eafy to give any 
Story of this, or that Family, which there"was not 
divers parallel Stories to be met with of the fame kind. 

But as I am now talking of the Time, when the 
Plague rag’d at the Eatter-moft Part of the Town ; 
how for a long Time the People of thofe Parts had 
flattered themfelves that they fhould efcape ; and 
how they were furprized, when it came upon them 
as it did ; for indeed, it came upon them like an 
aimed Man,when it did come : I fay, this brings me 
back to the three poor Men*, who wandered from 
Wapping, not knowing whether to go, or what to do? 
and who I mentioned before; one a Bifcuit-Baker, 
one a Sail-maker, and the other a joiner; all of 
Wapping, or thereabouts. 

The Sleepinefs and Security of that Part, as I have 
obferved, was fuch, that they not only did not fhifc 
for themfelves, as odiers did ; but they boafled of be¬ 
ing fafe, and of Safety being with them ; and many 
People fled out of the City, and out of the infedled 
Suburbs, to Wapping,Ratcliff,Lime-houfe ^ Poplar, and 
fuch Places, as to Places of Security ; and it is not 
at all unlikely, that their doing this, help’d to bring 
the Plague that Way fatter, than it might otherwife 
have come. For tho’ I am much for Peoples dying 
away and emptying fuch a Town as this, upon 
the firfl Appearance of a like Vifitation, and that 
all People, who have any poflible Retreat, fhould 
make ufe of it in Time, and begone ; yet I mutt: fay, 
when all that will fly are gone, thofe that are left and 
mutt: ttand it, fhould ftand flock ttill where they are, 
and not fhift from one End of the Town, or one Part 
of the Town to the other ; for that is the Bane and 
Mifchief of the whole, and they carry the Plague 
from Houfe to Houfe in their very Cloaths. 

Wherefore, were we ordered to kill all the Dogs 
and Cats : But becaufe as they were domeflick AnR 

nial ^ 
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mals, and are apt to run from Houfe to Roufe, and 
from Street to Street; fo they are capable of carry¬ 
ing the Effluvia or infectious Steams of Bodies in- 
fedted,even in their Furrs and Hair; and therefore it 
was that, in the beginning of the Infedion, an Order 
was publifhed by the Lord Mayor, and by the Magi- 
ftrates, according to the Advice of the Phyficians, 
that all the Dogs and Catsfhould be immediately kil¬ 
led, and an Officer was appointed for the Execution. 

It is incredible, if their Account is to be depended 
upon, what a prodigious Number of thofe Creatures 
were deftroy’d : l think they talk’d of forty thoufand 
Dogs and five times as many Cats, few Houfes be¬ 
ing without a Cat, fame having feveral, fometimes 
five or fix in a Houle, AH poffible Endeavours 
were us’d alfo to deftroy the Mice and Rats, efpe- 
dally the latter, by laying Rats-Bane, and other 
Poifons for them, and a prodigious Multitude of 
them were alfo deftroy’d. 

I often reftedted upon the unprovided Condition, 
that the whole Body of the People were in at the 
firft coming of this Calamity upon them, and how 
it was for want of timely entring intoMeafures and 
Managements, as well publick as private, that all 
the Confufions that followed were brought upon us ; 
and that fuch a prodigious Number of People funk 
in that Difafter, which if proper Steps had been 
taken, might, Providence concurring, have been 
avoided, and which, if Pofterity think fit, they may 
take a Caution and Warning from: But I fhall 
come to this Part again. 

I come back to my three Men ; their Story has a 
Moral in every Part of it, and their whole Condudt, 
and that of feme who they join’d with, is a Pattern 
for all poor Men to follow, or Women either, if ever 
fuch a Tune comes again ; and if there was no other 
End in recording it, I think this a very juft one, whe¬ 
ther my Account be exactly according to Fadtor no„ 

Two of them are faid to be Brothers, the one an 
old Soldier, but now a Bifcuit Baker; the other a 

lame 
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lame Sailor, but now a Sail-Maker ; the Third a 
Joiner. Says John the Bifcuit Baker, one Day to 
Thomas bis Brother, the Sail-maker, Brother Tom, 
what will become of us ? The Plague grows hot in the 
City, and encreafes this way : What jhail we do? 

Truly, lays Thomas, I am at a great Lofs what to 
do^ for Ifind, if it comes down into Wapping, Ifhall 
be turn'd out of my Lodging : And thus they began to 
talk of it before-hand. 

John. Turn'd out of your Lodging, Tom ! if you are, 
I don't know whowill take you in*, for People are fo afraid 
ofone another now, there's no getting a Lodging anywhere. 

Tho. Why ? The People where l lodge are good civil 
People, and have Kindnefs enough for me too \ but they 
fay I go abroad every Lay to my Work, and it will be 
dangerous ; and they talk of locking themfelves up, and 
letting no Body come near them. 

John. Why, they are in the right to be fure, if they 
refblve to venture flaying in Town. 

Tho. Nay, I might e'en refolve to flay within Loots 

too, for, except a Suit of Sails that my Mafter has in 
Hand, and which I am juft finiffing, 1 am like to \get 
no more Work a great while \ there's no Trade ftirs 
now \ Workmen and Servants are turned off every 

where, fo that I might be glad to be lock'd up too : But 
1 do not fee they will be willing to confent to that, any 
more than to the other. 

John. Why,what will you do then, Brother? and what 
fhall I do ? for I am am almoft as bad you \ the People 
where l lodge are all gone into the Country but a Maid, 
and fhe is to go next Week, and to fhut the Houfe quite 
up, ff that I fhall be turn'd a drift to the wide World 
beforeyou, and I am refolved to go away too, if 1 knew 
but where to go. 

Tho. We were both diftraEled we did not go away 
at fir ft, then we might ha'Jravelled any-where', there" s, 
no ftirring now ; we fhall be flaw'd if we pretend to 
go out of Town \ they won't let us have Vibluals, no, not 
for our Money, nor let us come into the Towns, much 
left into their Houfes* 

J " Tjr t 

John. 
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John. And that which is almoft as bad, I have but 

lilttle Money to help myfelf with neither. 
Tho. As to that we might make fhift; I have a littie, 

tho* not much ; but 1 tell you there*s no ftirring on the 
Road. I know a Couple oj poor boneji M.en in our Street 
have attempted to travel, W Earner, or Whetfton 
cr therebout, the People offered to fire at them, if they 
pretended to go forward; /<? they are come back again 
quite difcouraged. 

John. I would have ventured their Fire, if I had 
been there; if 1 had been denied Food for my Money they 
fhould ha feen me take it before their Faces ; jj / 
iW Money for it, <**/</ 00/ fo*** taken 
any Courfe with me by Law. 

Tho. You talk your old Soldier*s Language, 
/» Low-Countries wai, this is a fe- 

7 icus tbrng. The Peopie have good Pea fen to keep any 
Body eff, that they are not fatisfied are found, at fucb 
a lime as this, aud we mujl not plunder them«. 

John, No Brother, you miftake the Cafe, and mifiake 
me too, I would plunder no Body ; but for any 'down upon 
the Road to deny me Leave to pafs thro* the Yown in the 
open High-way, and deny me Provifions for my Money, 
^ to Jay the Lown has a Right to fiarve me to Death] 
which cannot be true. , 

I ho .But they do not deny you Liberty to go back again 
from whence you came,and therefore they do notftarveyou. 

John. But the next Town behind me will by the fame 
Rule deny we leave to go back, and fo they do fiarve me 
between them ; befides there is no Law to prohibit my 
travelling where ever I will on the Road. 

Tho. But there will be fo much Difficulty in difputing 
with them at every Lown on the Road, that it is not 
for poor Men to do it, or undertake it at fuch a Lime 
as this is efpeciaUy. 

John .Why, Brother, our Condition at this Rate is 
worfc than any Bodies elje ; for we can neither go away 
nor flay here : I am of the fame Mind with the Lepers 
of Samaria, If we Hay here we are fure to die; I mean 
efpeciaUy, as you and 1 are ft ate d, without a Dwelling* 

Houfe 
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Houfe of our own, anl without Lodging in any Bodies 
elfe; there is no lying in the Street at fuch a Time as 
this; we had as good go into the Dead-Cart at once : 
Therefore Ifay, if we ftay here we are fure to die, and 
if we go away we can buc die : Pm refolvd to begone. 

Tho. Tou will go away : IVbither will you go ? and 
what can you do f I would as willingly go away as you, 
if I knew whither : But we have no Acquaintance, no 
Friends. Here we were born, and here we mufl die, 

John. Hook you, Tom, the whole Kingdom is my 
native Country as well as this Tozvn. Tou may as well 
fay, 1 mufl not go out of my Houfe if it is on Fire, as 
that I not go out of the Town I was born in, when it 
is infefled with the Plague. I was born in England, 
and have a Right to live in it if 1 can. 

Tho. But you know every vagrant Per [on may, by 
the Laws of England be taken up, andpajfed back to 
their laji legal Settlement. 

John. But how Jhall they make me vagrant; I dejire 
only to travel on, upon my lawful Occafions. 

Tho. What lawful Occafions can we pretend to tra¬ 
vel, or rather wander upon ? they will not be put off 
with Words. 

John. Is not flying tofave our Lives, a lawful Oc- 
cafion ? and do they not all know that the Fa a is true : 
We cannot be faid to diffemble. 

Tho.Butfuppofe they let uspafsJVhither Jhallwego? 
John .Any where to fave our Lives; it is Time enough 

to confider that when we are got out of this Town. If / 
am once out of this dreadful Place,!care not where I go. 

Tho. We Jhall be driven to great Extremities. I 
know not what to think of it. 

John. Well, Tom, conflder of it a little3 

This was about the Beginning of July ; and tho* 
the Plague was come forward in the Weft and North 
Parcs of the Town, yec ail Wapping, as I have ob¬ 
served before, and Red?iff, and Ratcliff and Lime- 
houfe, and Poplar\ in fliort, Deptford and Greenwich, 
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all both Sides of the River from the Hermitage, 
and from over againtt ir, quite down to Blackwalf 
was intirely free, there had not one Per ion died ot 
the Plague in all Stepney Parifh, and not one on tne 
South Side of White Chappel Road, no, not in any 
parifh ; and yet the Weekly Bill was that very Week 

rifen up to 1006. 
It was a Fortnight after this, before the two Bro¬ 

thers met again, and tnen the Cafe was a little ait^i- 
ed, and the Plague was exceedingly advanced, and 
the Number greatly increafed; the Bill was up at 
2785, and prodigioufiy increattng, tho? dill both 
Sides of the River, as below, kept pretty well: But 
fome began to die in Redr iff,*, and about five or fix 
in Ratcliff-Highway, when the Sail-Maker came to 
his Brother Jobny exprefs, and in fome Fright ^ for 
he was abfolutely warned out of his Lodging, 
and had only a Week to provide himfelf. His Bro¬ 
ther John was in as bad a Cafe, for he was quite out, 
and had only begged Leave of his Matter the Bifcuit 
Baker to lodge in an Out-houfe belonging to his 
Work-houfe, where he only lay upon Straw, with 
fome Bifcuit Sacks, or Bread Sacks, as they called 
them, laid upon it, and fome of the fame Sacks to 

cover him. 
Here they refolved, feeing all Employment being 

at an End, and no Work or Wages to be had, they 
would make the beft of their Way to get out of the 
Reach of the dreadful Infeftion ; and being as 
good Hufbands as they could, would endeavour to 
live upon what they had as long as it would laft, and 
then work for more, if they could get Work any 
where, of any Kbnd, let it be what it would. 

While they were confidering to put this Refolu- 
tion in Practice, in the beft Manner they could, 
the third Man, who was acquainted very well with 
the Sail-maker, came to know of the Defign, and 
got Leave to be one of the Number; and thus they 

prepared to fet o ut. 
It 
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It Happened that they had not an equal Sha'-e of 
oney, Due ass the Sail -maker, who had the bed: 

f 0c*f’ 'vas oefides h,s being lame, the mod unfit 
to expeft to get any Thing by working in the Coun- 
t.y, io he was content that what Money thev had 
ftould a.J go into one publick Stock, on Condition ’ 

inMhWcJatkS ^ °ne fthem cculd §ain 'ban 

*d !„VP*S zr "y bc *" *<- 
BJ2Z rdoJv’dk|t0 ,,oad £l*emfelves with as little 

tr3 g % P lblCh beCaUfc thc>' rer°!v’d « to 

S t°if r°°rn ,a"d,t0 1° a g,eaC Wa>'’ thaE thfiy might, if poffibie, be effectually fafe; and a «reat 
many Confukations they had with themfeives, before 
tney could agree about what Way they fliould tra- 

roe,’*hJ tn£y w.ere fo hr from adjuftmg, that even 
to the Morning they iet our, they were not refolv’d 
Oit"# 

:r 'be Seaman put in a Hint that determin’d 

fore I m^r ne’ the„Weather is very hot, and there- 
have the 9 travellln§ North, that we may not 
have the Sun upon our Faces and beating on our 

beerwold^r 1 T ^ 3nd fuffocate us i and I have 

our B ood’thau'C 'rn0t g00d t0 over'beat 
Jnfel on m \when> for’ougbt we know, the 
infection may be in the very Air. In the next Place, 
fays he, I am for going the Way that may be con¬ 
trary to the Wind as it may blow when we fee our 
that we may not have the Wind blow the Air 0( tC 
City on our Backs as we go. Thefe two Cautions 

ZerKPPtT ’ 5 k C°Uld be br0U§ht fo '0 bit, 
that the W ind might not be in the South when they 
let out to go North. " y 

John the Baker, who had been a Soldier, then put 
in his Opinion; Firft, fays he, we none of us ex- 
pett to gee any Lodging on the Road, and it will 
be a l.ttle too hard to lie juft in the open Air; tho* 

be warm A eatber> y« it may be wet, and damp, 
T * i f 

■*-' t and 
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and we have a double Reafon to take care of our 
Healths at fuch a time as this; and therefore, fays 
he, you, Brother Tom. that are a Sail-maker, might 
eafiiy make us a little Tent, and I will undertake to 
fet it up every Nigbt, and take it down, and a Fig 
for all the Inns in England ; if we have a good Tent 
over our Heads, we fhall do well enough. 

The Joyner opposM this, and told them, let them 
leave that to him, he would undertake to build them 
a Houle every Night with his Hatchet and NIallet, 
tho9 he had no other Tools, which fhould be fully to 
their Satisfaction, and as good as a Tent* 

The Soldier and the Joyner difputed that Point 
fome Time, but at laft the Soldier carry’d it for a 
Tent *, the only Objection againft it was, that it mult 
be carryM with them, and tnat would encreafe their 
Baggage too much, the Weather being hot-, but the 
SaiT-maker had a Piece of good Hap fell in which 
made that eafy, for, his Mailer who he work’d for 
having a Rope-Walk as well as Sail-making Trade, 
had a little poor Horfe that he made no ufe of then, 
and being willing to atfift the three honell Men, he 
gave them the Horfe for the carrying their Baggage; 
alfo for a fmall Matter of three Days Work that his 
Man did for him before he went, he let him have 
an old Top-gallant Sail that was worn our, but was 
fufficient and more than enough to make a very good 
Tent: The Soldier fhew’d how to fhape it, and they 
foon by his Direction made their 1 ent, and fitted it 
with Poles or Staves for the Purpofe, and thus they 
were furnilh’d for their Journey viz. three Men, 
one Tent, one Horfe, one Gun, for the Soldier would 
not go without Arms, for now he faid he was no 
more a Bifcuit-baker but a Trooper. 

The Joyner had a fmall Bag ol Pools, fuch as might 
be ufeful if he fhould get any Work abroad, as well 
for their Subfiftence as his own: What Money they 

had. 
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' \ad’ they brought all into one publick Sto,k, and 

thus they began their Journey. It feems that in rhe 
Mormng when they let out, the Wind blew as the 
oaiior laid by his Pocket-compafs, at N. W. by Wa 
So they dtredled, or rather refolv’d to diretft their 
Courfe N. W. 

, Bt“ then a Difficulty came in their AVay, that as 
tney fet out from the hither End of Wappim near 
the Hermitage, and that the Plague' was‘now very 
vto.enr, efpecially on the North-fide of the City 
as m Shoreditch apd Cripplegale Parifh, they did not 
tmnk it ,ate for them to go near thofe Parts : fo 
they went away Eaft through Radcliff Highway, as 
iar as Rciucliff-Crcfs, and leaving Stepney Church flill 

»n Jh,e^ pphand’ ,bein§ a,rraid to come up from 
Kadcltff-Crojs to Mile-end, becaufe they mu ft come 
juft by the Church-yard, and becaufe the Wind that 
ieemed to blow more from the Weft, blow’d direftlv 
from the Side of the City where the Plague was hot- 
tew. bo I fay, leaving Stepney, they fetched a long 
Compafs, and going to Poplar and Bromley/, came in¬ 
to the great Road juft at Bow. 

, Here tbe Watch plac’d upon Bow Bridge would 
iiave queltion d tnem ; but they croffino- the Road 
into a narrow Way that turns out of the hither End 
of the Town of Bow to Old-Ford, avoided any En¬ 
quiry there, and travelled to Old-Ford. The Con- 
ftabies. every where were upon their Guard, not fo 
much it feems to flop People paffing by, as to flop 
them from taking up their Abode in their Towns 
and withal becaufe of a Report that was newlv 
rais d at that Time, and that indeed was not very 
improbable, viz. That the poor People in London 
being diftrefs’d and flarv’d for want of Work, and bv 
that Means for want of Bread, were up in Arms, and 

ad raifed a Tumult, and that they would corhe out 
to all the Towns round to plunder for Bread. This 

a7s was omy a Rumour, and it was very well it 

L 2 was 
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was no more ; bat it was not To far off from being a 
Reality, as it has been thought, for in a few Weeks 
more, the poor People became fo defperate by the 
Calamity they fuffer’d, that they were with great 
Difficulty kept from running out into the Fields and 
Towns, and tearing all in Pieces wherever they 
came •, and, as I have obferved before, nothing hin¬ 
der’d diem but that the Plague rag’d fo violently, 
and fell in upon them fo furioufly, that they rather 
went to the Crave by 1 houfands than into the Fields 
in Mobs by Thoufands : For in the Parts about the 
Parilh.es of St. Sepulchres> Clerkenwell, Cripplegate, 
Bijkbpfgate and Shoreditch, which were the Places 
where the Mob began to threaten, the Diftemper 
came on fo furioufly, that there died in thole few 
Ran flies, even then, before the Plague was come to 
its heighty.no lefs than 5361 People in the firft three 
Weeks in Auguft, when at the lame Time, the Parts 
about Wapping, Radclijf,\ and Rotherhith, were, as 
before defcrib’d, hardly touch’d, or but very light¬ 
ly • ■ fo that in a Word, tho, as I faid before, the 
good Management of the Lord Mayor and Juftices 
did much to prevent the Rage and Defperation of 
the People from breaking out in Rabbles and Tu¬ 
mults, and in fhort, from the Poor plundering the 
Rich; I fay, tho’ they did much, the Dead-carts 
did more, for as I have faid, that in five Pa- 
rifhes only there died above 5000 in 20 Days, fo 
there might be probably three times that Number 
lick all that Time-, for fome recovered, and great 
Numbers fell Tick every Day, and died afterwards. 
Befides, I mud fli-11 be allowed to fay, that if the 
Bills of Mortality faid five Thoufand, I always be¬ 
liev’d it was near twice as many in reality *, there be¬ 
ing no room to believe that the Account they gave 
was right, or that indeed, they were, among iuch 
Confufions as I faw them in, in any Condition to keep 
an cxad Account. 
y But 
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But to leturn to my Travellers; here they were 
only examined, and as they feemed rather coming 
from the Country than from the City, they found 
tne People the eafier with them ; that’they tailed to 
them, let them come into a publick Houle where 
tne Con liable and his Warders were, and gave them 
Drink and fome Victuals, which greatly refrefhed 
and encouraged them ; and here it came into their 
Heads to lay, when they fhould be enquir’d of after¬ 
wards, not that they came from London, but that they 
came out of Ejfex, 

To forward this little Fraud, they obtain’d fo 
much Favour of the Conftable at Old-Ford, as to give 
them a Certificate of their palling from Ejfex thro’ 
tnat Village, and that they had not been at London % 
which tho’ falfe in the common acceptation of London 
in the County, yet was literally true; Trapping or 
Radcliff being no Part either of the City or Liberty. 

This Certificate directed to the next Conftable 
that was at Hummerton, one of the Hamlets of the 
Parifh of Hackney, was fo ferviceable to them, that 
it procured them not a free Paffage there only, but 
a full Certificate of Health from a [uftice of the 

Peace; who,upon theConftable’s Application, srant- 
ed it without much Difficulty ; and thus they pafs’d 
through the long divided Town of Hackney, (for it 
Jay then in leveral ieparateo HJamlets) and travelled 
on till they came into the great North Road on the 
Top of Stamford-Hill. 

By this Time they began to be weary, and fo in 
the back Road from Hackney, a little'before it opened 
into the faid great Road, they refolv’d tofetup their 
.tent and encamp for the firft Night; which they 
did accordingly, with this Addition, that finding a 
Barn, or a Building like a Barn, and firft fearching'as 
well as they could to be fure there was no Body u^ir, 
they fet up their Tent, with the Head of it again!! 
the Barn j this they did alfo becaufe the Wind blew 

L 3 that 
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that Night very high, and they were hut young at 
iuch a way of Lodging, as well as at the managing 
their Tent. 

Here they went to deep, but the Joyner, a grave 
and fober Man, and not pleafed with their lying at 
this loofe Rate the fir ft Night, could not deep, and 
refolv’d, after trying to deep to no Purpoie, that he 
would get out, and taking the Gun in his Hand {land 
Ccntinel and guard his Companions: So with the 
Gun in his Hand, he walk’d to and again before the 
Barn, for that flood in the Field near the Road, but 
within the Hedge, He had not been long upon the 
Scout, but he heard a Noife of People coming on 
as if it had been a great Number, and they came on, 
as he thought, dire&ly towards the Barn. He did 
not prefentiy awake his Companions, but in a few 
Minutes more their Noife growing louder and loud¬ 
er, the Bilcuit-baker call’d to him and afk’d him 
what was the Matter, and quickly ftarted out too: 
The other being the lame Sail-maker and moft 
weary, lay ft ill in the Tent, 

As they expected, fo the People who they had 
heard, came on dire&ly to the Barn, when one of 
our Travellers challenged, like Soldiers upon the 
Guard, with Who comes there ? The People did not 
anfwer immediately, but one of them fpeaking to 
another that was behind him, Alas l Alas ! we are all 
difappointed, fays he, here are fome People before usy 
the Barn is taken up. 

They all flopp’d upon that, as under fome Sur¬ 
prize, and it feems there was about thirteen of them 
in all, and fome Women among them : They con- 
fulted together what they fhould do, and by their 
Difcourfe our Travellers foon found they were poor 
diftrefs’d People too like themfelves, leeking Shelter 
and Safety *, and befides, our Travellers had no need 
to be afraid of their coming up to difturb them ; for 
as foon as they heard the Words, Who comes there l 

thefe 
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thefe could hear the Women fay, as if frighted, D® 
not go near them, how do you know hut they may have 
the Plague? And when one of the Men laid, Let us 
hut /peak to them ; the Women faid, No, don't by any 
means, we have efcap'd thus far by the Goodnefs of 
God, do not let us run into Banger now, we hefeechyou. 

Our Travellers found by this that they were a good 
fober Sort of People, and flying for their Lives as 
they were; and, as they were encouraged by it, fo 
John faid to the Joyner, his Comrade, Let us encou¬ 
rage them too as much as we can : fo he called to them. 
Hark ye good People, fays the Joyner, we find by your 
Talk, that you are flying from the fame dreadful 
Enemy as we are; do not be afraid of us, we are only 
three poor Men of us, if you are free from the Di- 
flemper you fhall not be hurt by us; we are not in 
the Barn, but in a little Tent here in the Outfide, 
and we will remove for you, we can fet up our Tent 
again immediately any where elfe; and upon this a 
Parly began between the Joyner, whofe Name was 
Richard, and one of their Men, who faid his Name 
was Ford. 

Ford. And do you allure us that you are all found 
-Men, 

Rich. Nay, we are concern’d to tell you of it, that 
you may not be uneafy, or think yourfelves in Dan¬ 
ger; but you fee we do not defire you fhould put 
yourfelves into any Danger; and therefore I tell you, 
that we have not made Ule of the Barn, fo we mil 
remove from it, that you may be fafe and wealfb. 

Ford.That is very kind and charitable; But, if we 
have Reafon to be fatisfied that you are found and 
free from the Vifitation, why fhould we make you 
remove now you are fettled in your Lodging, and it 
may be are laid down to reft? we will go°into the 
Barn, if you pleafe, to reft ourfelves a while, and we 
need not difturb you. 

L 4 Rich. 
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Rich, Well, but you are more than we are, I hope 
you will allure us that you are all of you found too, 
for the Danger is as great from you to us, as from 
us to yon. 

Ford. BlefTed be God that fome do efcape, tho5 it 
is but few; what may be our Portion (till we know 
not, but hitherto we are preferved. 

Rich. What part of the Town do you come from? 
Was the Plague come to the Places where you liv’d ? 

Ford. Ay ay, in a mod frightful and terrible Man¬ 
ner, or elfe we had not fled away as we do ; but we 
believe there will be very few left alive behind us. 

Rich. W hat Part do you come from ? 
Ford. We are mod of us of Cripplegate Pari On, on¬ 

ly two or three of Clerkenwell Parifh, but on the hi¬ 
ther Side. 

Rich. How then was it that you came away no 
fooner ? 

Ford. We have been away fome Time, and kept 
together 3S well as we could at the hither End of 
IJlington, where we got leave to lie in an old uninha¬ 
bited Ploufe, and had fome Bedding and Convenien¬ 
ce's of our own that we brought with us, but the 
Plague is come up into IJlington too, and a Houfe 
next Door to our poor Dwelling was infedted and 
fhut up, and we are come away in a Fright. 

Rich* And what Way are you going? 
Ford. As our Lot (hall cad us, we know not 

whither, but God will guide thofe that look up to 
him. 

They parked no further at that Time, but came 
all up to the Barn, and with fome Difficulty got into 
it: There was nothing but Hay in the Barn, but 
it was aimed full of that, and they accommodat¬ 
ed themfelves as well as they cou’d, and went to 
Red j but our Travellers obferv’d, that before they 
went to fleep,. an antient Man, who it feems was 

Father 
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Father of one of the Women, went to Prayer with 
all the Company, recommending themfelves to the 
Bleffing and Direction of Providence, before they 
went to deep. 

It was foon Day at that time of the Year; and as 
Richard the Joyner had kept Guard the firft: Part of 
the Night, fo John the Soldier reliev’d him, and 
he had the Pod in the Morning, and they began 
to be acquainted with one another. It feems, when 
they left IJlington, they intended to have gone North 
away to Iiighgate, but were dop’d at Holloway, and 
there they would not let them pafs; fo they crofs’d 
over the fields and Hills to theEaftward, and came 
out at the Boarded-River, and fo avoiding the 
Towns, they left Hornfey on the left Hand, and New- 
ington on the right Hand, and came into the great 
Road about Stamford-Hill on that Side, as the three 
Travellershaddone on the other Side: And now they 
had Thoughts of going over the River in the Mar- 
flies, and make forwards to Epping Foreft, where they 
hoped they fhould get leave to reft. It feems they 
were not poor, at lead: not fo poor as to be in Want; 
at leaft: they had enough to fubfift them moderately 
for two or three Months, when, as they laid, they 
were in Hopes the cold Weather would check the 
Infection, or at leaft: the Violence of it would have 
fpent itfelf; and would abate, if it were only for want 
of People left alive to be infebled. 

This was much the Fate of our three Travellers ; 
only that they feem’d to be the better furnifti’d for 
Travelling, and had it in their View to go further 
off; for as to the firft, they did not propofe to go 
farther than one Day’s Journey, that fo they might 
have Intelligence every two or three Days how 
Things were at London. 

But here our Travellers found themfelves under 
an unexpected Inconvenience namely, that of their 
Horfe, for by means of the Horfe to carry their 
Eaggage, they were obliged to keep in the Road, 

whereas 
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whereas the People or this other Band went over the 
*»elds or Roads, Path or no Path, Way, or no 
no Way, as they pieafed •, neither had they any Oo 
cafion to pafs thro’ any Town, or come near any 
Town, other than to buy fuch Things as they 
wanted for their neceffary Subfihence, and in that 
Indeed they were put to much Difficulty : Of which 
In its Place. 

But our three Travellers were obliged to keep the 
Road, or elfe they mutt commit Spoil, and do the 
Country a great deal of Damage in breaking down 
Fences and Gates, to go over enelofed Fields, which 
they were loth to do if they could help it. 

Our three Travellers however had a great Mind 
to join themfclves to this Company, and take their 
Lot with them ; and after fome Difcourfe, they laid 
slide their firft Defign which look’d Northward, 
and refolded to follow the other into EJJex; fo in the 
Morning they took up their Tent and loaded their 
Horfe, and away they travelled all together. 

T hey had fome Difficulty in pafling the Ferry at 
the River fide, the Ferry-Man being afraid of them ; 
but after fome Parly at a Difiance, the Ferry-Man 
was content to bring his Boat to a Place diflant from 
the ufual Ferry, and leave it there for them to take 
it ; fo putting themfelves over, he directed them to 
leave the Boat, and he having another Boar, faid 
he would fetch it again, wnich it feems however he 
aid not do for above Eight Days. 

Here giving the Ferry-Man Money before-hand, 
they had a Supply of Victuals and Drink, which he 
brought and ieit in the Boat for them, but not with¬ 
out, as I faid, having receiv’d the Money before¬ 
hand. But now our Travellers were at a great Lofs 
and Difficulty how to get the Florfe over,°the Boat 
being fmall and not fit for it, and at laft coil’d not 
do it without unloading the Baggage, and making 
him fwim over. 
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From the River they travelled towards the Foreft, 
but when they came to Walthamftow the People of 
that Town denied to admit them, as was the Cafe 
every where : The Conftables and their Watchmen 
ke]5t them off at a Diftance, and parly’d with them ; 
they gave the fame Account of themfelves as before* 
but thefe gave no Credit to what they faid, giving it 
for a Reafon that two or three Companies had al¬ 
ready come that Way and made the like Pretences, 
but that they had given feveral People the Diftem- 
per in the Towns where they had pafs’d, and had 
been afterwards fo hardly us’d by the Country, tho* 
with Juftice too, as they had deferv’d ; that about 
Brent-Wood or that Way, feveral of them perifh’d 
in the Fields, whether of the Plague, or of mere 
Want and Diftrefs, they could not tell. 

This was a good Rerfon indeed why the People 
of Wcalthamfiow fhou’d be very cautious, and why 
they fhou’d refolve not to entertain any Body that 
they were not well fatisfied of. But as Richard the 
Joyner, and one of the other Men who parly’d with 
them told them, it was no Reafon why they fhouid 
block up the Roads, and refufe to let People pals 
thro* the Town, and who ask’d nothing of them, but 
to go through the Street; That if their People were 
afraid of them, they might go into their Houfes and 
fhut their Doors, they would neither fhow them 
Civility nor Incivility, but go on about their Bufmefs. 

The Conftables and Attendants, not to be per- 
fwaded by Reafon, continued obftinate, and wou’d 
hearken to nothing; fo the two Men that talk’d with 
them went back to their Fellows, to confult what 
was to be done: It was very difcouraging in the 
whole, and they knew not what to do for a good 
while : But at laft John the Soldier and Bifcuit-Baker 
confidering a-whi!e, Come, fays he, leave the reft of 
the Parly to me; he had not appear’d yet, fo he 
fets the Joyner Richard to Work to cut fome Poles 

out 
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out of the Trees, and fhape them as Jike Guns as 
he could, and in a little time he had five or fix fair 
Mufkets, which at a Diftance would not be known *, 
and about the Part where the Lock of a Gun is, 
he caufed them to wrap Cloath and Rags, fuch as 
they had, as Soldiers do in wet Weather, to pre- 
ferve the Locks of their Pieces from Ruff, the reft 
was difcoloured with Clay or Mud, fuch as they 
could get *5 and all this while the reft of them fat 
under the Trees by his Direction, in two or three 
Bodies, where they made Fires at a good Diftance 
from one another. 

While this was doing, he advanc’d himfelf and two 
or three with him, and fet up their Tent in the Lane 
within Sight of the Barrier which the Town’s Men 
had made, and fet a Centinel juft by it with the real 
Gun, the only one they had, and who walked to 
and fro with the Gun on his Shoulder, fo as that 
the People of the Town might fee them; alfo he 
ty’d. the Horfe to a Gate in the Hedge juft by, and 
got feme dry Sticks together and kindled a Fire on 
the other Side of the Tent, fo that the People of the 
Town cou’ci fee the Fire and the Smoak, but cou’d 
not lee what they were doing at it. 

After the Country People had look’d upon them 
very earneftly a great while, and by all that they 
could fee, cou’d not but fuppofe that they were a 
great many in Company, they began to be uneafy, 
not for their going away, but for flaying where 
they were ; and above all perceiving they had Hor- 
fes and Arms, for they had feen one Horfe and one 
Gun at the Tent, and they had feen others of them 
walk about the Field on the Infide of the Fledge, 
by the Side of the Lane with their Mufkets, as they 
took them to be, fhoulder’d: I fay, upon fuch a 
Sight as this, you may be allured they were alarm’d 
and terribly frighted ; and it feems they went to a 
Juftice of the Peace to know what they fhould do ; 
what the juftice advis’d them to I know not, 

but 



the Plague. 157 
but towards the Evening they call’d from the Barrier, 
as above, to the Centinel at the Tent. 

What do you want ? fays John *. 
-Why, what do you intend to do ? fays the Conflable. 
To do, fays John, What wou'd you have us to do ? 
Conft. Why don’t you be gone ? what do you flay 

there for ? 
John. Why do you flop us on the King’s Highway, 

and pretend to refufe us Leave to go on our Way? 
Conft. We are not bound to tell you our Reafon, 

though we did let you know, it was becaufe of the 
Plague. 

John. We told you we were all found, and free 
from the Plague, which we were not bound to have 
fatisfied you of, and yet you pretend to (top us on 
the Highway. 

Conft. We have a Right to flop it up, and our own 
Safety obliges us to it; befide this is not the King’s 
Highway, ’tis a Way upon Sufferance ; you fee here 
is a Gate, and if we do let People pals here, we 
make them pay Toll ? 

John. We have a Right to feek our own Safety 
as well as you, and you may fee we are flying for 
our Lives, and ’tis very unchriflian and unjuft to 
flop us. 

Conft. You may go back from whence you came* 
we do not hinder you from that. 

John. No, it is a flronger Enemy than you that 
keeps us from doing that or elfe we fhould not ha9 
come hither. 

Conft. Well, you may go any other way then* 

* It fecms John was in the Tent, but hearing them call he 
Heps out, and taking the Gun upon his Shoulder, talk’d to them 
as if he had been the Centinel plac’d there upon the Guard by 
feme Officer that was his Superior. 

John. 
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John. No, no: I fuppofe you fee we are able to 
fend you going, and all the People of your Parifh* 
and come thro’your Town, when we will; but fince 
you have flopt us here, we are content; you fee, we 
have encamp’d here, and here we will live : we hope 
you will furnifh us with Victuals. 

Confi. We furnifh you 1 What mean you by that ? 
John. Why you would not have us Have, would 

you? If you flop us here, you mu ft keep us. 
Conft. You will be ill kept at our Maintenance. 
John. If you flint us, we fhall make ourfelves the 

better Allowance. 

Conft. Why you will not pretend to quarter upon 
us by Force, will you ? 

John. We have offered no Violence to you yet, 
why do you item to oblige us to it ? I am an old 
Soldier, and cannot ftarve, and if you think that we 
fhall be obliged to go back for want of Provifions, 
you are miftaken. 

Conft. Since you threaten us, we fhall take Care 
to be ftrong enough for you: I have Orders to raife 
the County upon you. 

John. It is you that threaten, not we: And fince 
you are for Mifchief, you cannot blame us, if we 
do not give you time for it; we fhall begin our 
March in a few Minutes. * 

Conft. What is it you demand of us ? 
John. At firft we defired nothing of you, but 

Leave to go thro’ the Town; we fhould have offer’d 
no Injury to any of you, neither would you have had 
any Injury or Lofs by us. We are not Thieves, but 
poor People in Diftrefs, and flying from the dreads 

* This frighted the Conftable and the People that were with, 
aim, that they immediately chang'd their Note, 
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fui Plague in London, which, devours thoufands every 
Week : We wonder how you could be fo unmer» 
ciful! 

Conft. Self-prevation obliges us. 
John. What! to Unit up your Companion in a Cafe 

of fuch Diftrefs as this ? 

Conji. Well, if you will pafs overtheFields on your 
Left-hand, and behind that Part of the Town, I 
will endeavour to have Gates open’d for you. 

John. Our Horfemen cannot * pafs with our Bag¬ 
gage that Way •, it does not lead into the Road that 
we want to go -, and why fhould you force us out of 
the Road ? befides you have kept us here all Day 
without any Provifions, but fuch as we brought with 
us; I think you ought to fend us fome Provifions for 
our Relief. 

Conji. If you will go another Way, we will fend 
you fome Provifions, 

John. That is the Way to have all the Towns in 
the County flop up the Ways againft us. 

Conft. If they ail furmfh you with Food, what will 
you be the worfe, I fee you have Tents, you want 
no Lodging. 

John. Well, what Quantity of Provifions will you 
fend us ? 

Conft. How many are you? 
John. Nay, we do not afk enough for all our 

Company, we are in three Companies; if you will 
fend us Bread for twenty Men, and about fix or fe- 
ven Women for three Days, and (hew us the Way 
over the Field you fpeak of, we defire not to put 
your People into any Fear for us, we will go out of 
our Way to oblige you, tho* we are as free from In¬ 
fection as you are. 

* They had but one Hoife among them. 

4* 
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Conft. And wiii you allure us that your other 
People fhall offer us no new Difturbance. 

John. No, no, you may depend on it. 
Conft. You muft oblige your felf too that none of 

your People fhall come a ftep nearer than where the 
Provifions we fend you fhall he fet down. 

John. I anfwer for it we will not. 
Accordingly they lent to the Place twenty Loaves 

of Bread, and three or four large Pieces of good 
Beef, and open'd fome Gates through which they 
pafs’d, but none of them had Courage fo much as to 
look out to fee them go, and, as it was Evening, 
if they had look'd they cou’d not have feen them 
fo as to know how few they were. 

This was John the Soldier’s Management. But 
this gave fuch an Alarm to the County, that had 
they really been two or three Hundred, the whole 
County would have been rais’d upon them, and they 
wou’d ha’ been fent to Prifon, or perhaps knock’d 
on the Head. 

They were foon made fenfible of this, for two 
Days afterwards they found feveral Parties of Horfe- 
men and Footmen alfo about, in purfuit of three 
Companies of Men arm’d, as they /aid, with Mus¬ 
kets, who were broke out from London, and had 
the Plague upon them ; and that were not only 
fpreading the Diftemper among the People, but 
plundering the Country. 

As they faw now the Confequence of their Cafe, 
they foon faw the Danger they were in, fo they re- 
folv’d by the Advice alfo of the old Soldier, to di¬ 
vide themfelves again. John and his two Com- 

* Here he called to one of his Men, and bad him orderCapt. 
Richard, and his People to march the lower Way on the Side of 
the Marfhes, and meet them in the Foreft; which was all a 
Sham, for they had no Captain Richard, or any fuch Company. 

fades 



ihe P L A G U 2; j gj. 

radeswith the Horfe, went away as if towards JVaU 
tham- the other in two Companies, but all J little 
afunder, and went towards Epping e 

The firft Night they encamp’d"all in the Foreft 
and not tar off of one another, but not fetting Up the 

hw[’/?e l thf <h0lild d,fcover them 5 on the other 
hand Richard went to work with his Axe and his 
Hatchet, and cutting down Branches of Trees, he built 
three Tents or Hovels, in which they all encamp'd 
witn as much Convenience as they could expeft P" 

The Provifions they had at Wahhamfiol ferved 
them very plentifully this Night, and as for the next 
they left it to Providence ; they had far’d lb n 
Wi„, the old Soldier’s Co»M,th» “ /“»i 

ly made him their Leader and the firft of his Con- 
duft appear d to be very good ; He told them 
that they were now at a proper Diftance enough 
from London : that as they need not be immeT- 
acely beholden to the Country for Relief, fo hev 
ought to be as careful the Country did not infeft 
them, as that they did not infeft the Country . that 
what little Money they had, they muft be as frugal 
of as they could > that as he would net have th?m 
think of offering the Country any Violence, fo S 
muft endeavour to make the Senfe of their Con¬ 

dition go as far with the Country as it could • 
They all referred themfelves to his Direct,on fo 
they left their three Houfes ftanding, and the next 
Day went away towards Epping ; the Captain alfo, 
or fo they now called him, and his two Fellow- 

Travellers laid afide their Defign of going to Wal- 
tham, and all went together 

"When they came near Epping they halted, chufino- 
out a proper Place in the open Foreft, not very nea° 
the Highway, but not far out of it on ihe North 
Nde, under a lictle Clufter of low Pollard-Trees • 
Here they pitched their little Camp, which con-' 
fifted of three large Ferns or Huts made of Poles 
winch their Carpenter, and foch as were his’ 

M Affift- 
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Affiftants, cut down and fix’d in the Ground in a 
Circle, binding ail the frnall Ends together at the 
Top, and thickening the Sides with Boughs of 
Trees and Bullies, fo that they were compleatly clofe 
and warm. They had, belides this, a little Tent 
where the Women lay by themfelvcs, and a Hut to 
put the Horle in. 

It happen’d that the next Day, or next but one,was 
Market-day at Epping, when Capt. John, and one of 
the other Men went to Market, and bought home 
Provifions, that is to fay, Bread, and feme Mutton 
and Beef, and two of the Women went feparately, 
as if they had not belong’d to the reft, and bought 
more. John took the Horfe to bring it Home, and 
the Sack (which the Carpenter carry’d his Tools in) 
to put it in : The Carpenter went to work and 
made them Benches and Stools to fit on, fuch as the 
Wood he cou5d get wou’d afford, and a kind of a 
Table to dine on. 

They were taken no Notice of for two or three 
Days, but after that abundance of People ran out 
of the Town to look at them, and all the Country 
was alarmed about them. The People at firft feem’d 
afraid to come near them, and on the other hand, 
they defir’d the People to keep off, for there was a 
Rumour that the Plague was at Waltham, and that 
it had been in Epping two or three Days *, fo John 
call’d out to them not to come to them, for, fays he, 
we are all whole and fund People here, and we would 
not have you bring the Plague among us, nor pretend 
we brought it among you. 

After this the Pari flh Officers came up to them and 
parly’d with them at a Didance,and defir’d to know 
who they were, and by what Authority they pre¬ 
tended to fix their Stand at that Place ? John 
anfwered very frankly, they were poor diftreffed 
People from London, who forefeeing the Mifary they 
fhoUld be reduc’d to, if the Plague fpread into the 

City, 
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City, had fled out in time for their Lives, and ha¬ 
ving no Acquaintance or Relations to fly to had 
. rft ^ken UP atIJlington, but the Plague being’come 
into that Town, were fled further, and as they fup- 
pos d that the People of Epping might have refilled 
them coming into their Town, they had pitched 
their Tents thus in the open Field,* and in the 
rorefh, being willing to bear all the Hard Flips of 
luch a difcpnfolate Lodging, rather than have any 
one think or be afraid that they fliould receive Jniu~ 
ry by them. J 

At firft the Epping People talk’d roughly to them 
and to id them they muff remove ; that this was no" 
riace for them ; and that they pretended To be 
found and well, but that they might be infedfed 
with the Plague for ought they knew, and might 
inrecc the whole Country, and they cou’d not fuffer 
them there. 

John argu’d very calmly with them a great while 
and told them, c 1 hat London was the Place by 

which they, that is, the Townfmen of Epping and 
all the Country round them, fubfifted ; to whom 

4 they fold the Produce of their Lands, and out of 
4 whom they made their Rent of their Farms • and 
‘ t0 be [° cruel t0 the Inhabitants of London, or to 
* any thole bY wbom they gain’d fo much, was 

very hard, and they would be loth to have it re- 
c membered hereafter, and have it told, how bar¬ 

barous, how unhofpitable, and how unkind they 
were to the People of London, when they fled 
from the Face of the moll terrible Enemy in 
the World ; that it would be enough to make the 
Name of an Epping Man hateful thro’ all the City 
and to have the Rabble (tone them in the very 

‘ Streets, whenever they came fo much as to Market ! 
4 lbat they were not yet fecure fiom being vifited 
4 themfelves, and that as he heard, Waltham was 
- a‘ready v that they would think it very hard 

^ 2 * that 
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‘ that when any of them fled for Fear before they 
< were touch’d, they rtiould be deny’d the Liberty 
‘ of lying fo much as in the open Fields. 

The Eppin? Men told them again, That they, in¬ 
deed, faid they were found and free from the Infec¬ 
tion, but that they had no Affurance of it •, and that 
it was reported, that there had been a great Rabble 
nf People at IValthamftow, who macie luch rre- 
tenets of being found, as they did, but that they 
threaten’d to plunder the Town, and force their 
Wav whether the Parifla Officers would or no ; 
that they were near 200 of them, and had Arms ana 
Terns like Low-Country Soldiers •, that they ex¬ 
torted Provifions from the Town, by threatening 
them with living upon them at Free Quarter, fhevv- 
;ncr their Arms, and talking in the Language of 
Soldiers ; and that feveral of them being gone a- 
way towards Rumford and Brentwood, the Country 
had been infe&ed by them, and the Plague fpread 
into both thofe large Towns, fo that the People 
durft not go to Market there as dual ; that it was 
very likely they were fame of that Party ; and it 
fo they deferved to be fent to the County Jail, and 
he fecur’d till they had made Satisfaction tor the 
Damage they had done, and for the Terror and 
Frio-ht0they had put the Country into. 
' John anfwer’d, That what other People had done 
was nothing to them ; that they a fibred them they 
were all of one Company ; that they had never 
been mot in Number than they faw them at that 
time ; (which by the way was very true) that they 
came out in two feparate Companies but join d by 
the Way, their Cafes being the fame •, that they 
were ready to give what Account of themfelves 
any Body cou’d defire of them, and to give in 
their Names and Places of Abode, that fo they 
mio-ht be call’d to an Account for any Ditorder 
that they might be guilty of; that the Townlmen 
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might fee they were content to live hardly, and 
only defired a little Room to breath in on the Foreft 
where it was wholfome * for where it was not, they 
could not flay, and would decamp if they found it 
otherwife there. 

But, faid the Townfmen, we have a great Charge 
of Poor upon our Hands already, and we mtift take 
Care not to encreafeit; we fuppofe you can give us 
no Security again!! your being chargeable to our 
Parifh and to the Inhabitants, any more than you 
can of being dangerous to us as to the Infe&ion. 

6 Why, look you, fays John, as to being charge- 
6 able to you, we hope we (hall not; if you will re~ 
6 lieve us with Provifions for our prefent Neceftity, 
c we will be very thankful; as we all liv’d without 
4 Charity when we were at Home, fo we will 
4 oblige ourfelves fully to repay you, if God pleafe 
4 to bring us back to our own Families and Houfes 
4 in Safety, and to reftore Health to the People of 
4 London. 

4 As to our dying here, we aflure you, if any of 
4 us die, we that furvive will bury them, and put 
4 you to no Expence, except it fhould be that we 
4 fhould all die, and then, indeed, the laft Man not 
4 being able to bury himfeif, would put you to that 
4 (ingle Expence, which, I am perfuaded, fays 
4 John* he would leave enough behind him to pay 
4 you for the Expence of. 

6 On the other hand, fays John, if you will (hut 
4 up all Bowels of Companion, and not relieve us 
4 at all, we (hall not extort any thing by Violence, 
4 or (leal from any one; but when what little we 
4 have is fpent, if we perifh for Want, God’s Will 
4 be done.’ 

John wrought fo upon the Townfmen, by talking 
thus rationally and imoothly to them, that they 
went away ; and tho’ they did not give any Confent 
to their flaying there, yet they did not molefl them ; 

M 3 and 
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and the poor People continued there three or Four 
Days longer without any Difturbance. In this time 
they had got fbtne remote Acquaintance with a 
Vi£tuall:ing-houfc at the Out-fkirts of the Town, to 
whom they called at a Diftance to bring fome little 
Things that they wanted, and which they caufed to 
be fet down at a Diftance, and always paid for 
very honeftly. 

During this Time, the younger People of the 
Town came frequently pretty near them, and wou’d 
Hand and look at them, and fometimes talk with 
them at fome Space between ; and particularly it 
was obferved, that the firft Sabbath Day the poor 
People kept retired, worfhiped God together, and 
were heard to fing Pfalms. 

Thefe Things, and a quiet inoffenfive Behaviour, 
began to get them the good Opinion of the Coun¬ 
try, and People began to pity them, and fpeak 
very well of them *, the Confequence of which was, 
that upon the Occafion of a very wet rainy Night, 
a certain Gentleman, who lived in the Neigh¬ 
bourhood, lent them a little Cart, with twelve 
TrufTes or Bundles of Straw, as well for them to 
lodge upon, as to cover and thatch their Huts, and 
to keep them dry. The Mmiiter of a Parifh, not 
far off, not knowing of the other, fent them alfo 
about two Buftiels of Wheat, and half a Bufhel of 
white Peas. 

They were very thankful to be Cure for this Relief, 
and particularly the Straw was a very great Comfort 
to them ; for tho5 the ingenious Carpenter had made 
Frames for them to lie in likeTroughs, and fill’d them 
with Leaves of Trees, and fuch Things as they could 
get, and had cut all their Tent-cloth out to make 
them Coverlids, yet they lay damp, and hard, and 
unwhoidome till this Straw came, which was to them 
like Feather-beds % and, as John fa id, more welcome 
than Feather- beds wou’d have been at another time. 

This 
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This Gentleman and the Minifter having thus 
begun, and given an Example of Charity to thefe 
Wanderers, others quickly followed, and they re¬ 
ceiv’d every Day fomeBenevolence or other from the 
People, but chiefly from the Gentlemen who dwelt 
in the Country round about; fome fent them Chairs, 
Stools, Tables, and fuch Houfliold Things as they 
gave Notice they wanted *, fome lent them Blankets, 
Rugs, and Coverlids ; fome Earthen-ware; and fome 
Kitchen-ware for ordering their Food. 

Encourag’d by this good Ufage, their Carpenter, 
in a few Days, built them a large Shed or Houfe 
with Rafters, and a Roof in Form, and an upper 
Floor, in which they lodged warm, for the Weather 
began to be damp and cold in the Beginning of 
September : but this Houfe being very well thatch’d, 
and the Sides and Roof made very thick, kept out 
the Cold well enough ; he made alfo an Earthen 
Wall at one End, with a Chimney in it •, and ano¬ 
ther of the Company, with a vafl: deal of Trouble 
and Pains, made a Funnel to the Chimney to carry 
out the Smoak. 

Here they liv’d comfortably, tho5 coarfely, till 
the Beginning of September, when they had the bad 
News to hear, whether true or not, that the Plague, 
which was very hot at Waltham-Abbey on one Side, 
and at Rumford aud Brentwood on the other Side, 
was alfo come to Epping, to Woodford, and to moft 
of the Towns upon the Forefl:, and which, as they 
faid, was brought down among them chiefly by the 
Higiers, and fuch People as went to and from Lon¬ 
don with Proviflons. 

If this was true, it was an evident Contradiction to 
that Report which was afterwards fpread all over Eng¬ 
land^ but which, as I have faid, I cannot confirm of my 
own Knowledge, namely, that the Market-people 
carrying Proviflons to the City, never got the Infec- 

M 4 tion. 
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tion, or carry’d it back into 'the Country ; both 
which, I have been allured, has been faife. 

It might be that they were prefcrv’d even beyond 
Expectation, though not to a Miracle, that abun¬ 
dance went and came, and were not touch’d, and 
that was much for the Encouragement of the poor 
People of London, who had been compleatly mifer- 
able, if the People that brought Provifions to the 
Markets had not been many times wonderfully pre- 
ferv’d, or at lead were preferv’d, than could be 
reafonably expelled. 

But now thefe new Inmates be^an to be difturbed 
more effectually •, for the Towns about them were 
really infeCted, and they began to be afraid to truft 
one another fo much as to go abroad for fuch things 
as they wanted, and this pinch’d them very hard ; 
for now they had little or nothing but what the cha¬ 
ritable Gentlemen of the County fupply’d them 
with; but, for their Encouragement, it happened, 
that other Gentlemen in the Country, who had not 
fent them any thing before, began to hear of them 
and fupply them, and one fent them a large Pig, that 
is to fay, a Porker ; another two Sheep ; and another 
fent them a Calf ; in fhort, they had Meat enough, 
and fometimes had Cheefe and Milk, and all fuch 
Things; they were chiefly put to it for Bread; for 
when the Gentlemen fent them Corn they had no 
where to bake it, or to grind it : This made them eat 
the fir ft two Bufhel of Wheat that was fent them in 
parched Corn, as the Israelites of old did, without 
grinding or making Bread of it. 

At laft they found Means to carry their Corn to a 
Windmill near Woodford, where they had it ground ; 
and afterwards the Bifcuit-baker made a Hearth fo 
hollow7 and dry, that he cou’d bake Bifcuit Cakes to¬ 
lerably wdl ; and thus they came into a Condition to 
live without any Aftiftance or Supplies from the 
To wns; and it was well they did, for the Country 

was foon after fully infected, and about 120 were 

laid 
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laid to have died of the Diftemper in the Villages 
near them, which was a terrible thing to them. 

On this they call’d a new Council, and now the 
Towns had no need to be afraid they fhould fettle 
near them, but on the contrary feveral Families of 
the poorer fort of the Inhabitants quitted their Hou- 
fes, and built Hutts in the Foreft after the fame 
manner as they had done : But it was obferv’d, that 
feveral of rheie poor People that had lo remov d, 
had the Sicknefs even in their Hutts or Booths ; the 
Reafon of which was plain, namely, not becaufe they 
removed into the Air, but becaufe they did not re¬ 
move time enough, that is to lay, not till by openiy 
converfing with the other People their Neighbours, 
they had the Diftemper upon them, or, (as may be 
faid) among them, and fo carry’d it about them whi¬ 
ther they went : Or, (2.) Becaufe they were not 
careful enough after they were lafely removed out 
of the Towns, not to come in again and mingle 

with the difeafed People. 
But be it which of tnefe it will, when our Tra¬ 

vellers began to perceive that the Plague was not 
only in the Towns, but even in the Tents and Huts 
on the Foreft near them, they began then not only 
to be afraid, but to think of decamping and remo¬ 
ving; for had they ftay’d, they wou’d ha’ been in 

manifeft Danger of their Lives. 
It is not to be wondered that they were greatly 

affli&ed, at being oblig’d to quit the Place where 
they had been fo kindly receiv’d, and where they 
had been treated with fo much Humanity and Cha¬ 
rity ; but Neceftity, and the hazard of Life, which 
they came out fo far to preferve, prevail’d with 
them, and they faw no Remedy. John however 
thought of a Remedy for their prefent Misfortune, 
namely, that he would firft acquaint that Gentleman 
who was their principal Benefa&or, with the Diftrefs 

they were in5 and to crave his Aftiftance. and Ad¬ 

vice. 
The 
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The good charitable Gentleman encourag’d them 
to quit the Place, for fear they fhould be cut off 
from any Retreat at all, by the Violence of the Di- 
ftemper ; but whither they fhould go, that he found 
very hard to diredt them to. At ialt John aik’d of 
him, whether he fbeing a Jufticeof the Peace) would 
give them Certificates of Health to other Juftices, 
who they might come before, that fo whatever might 
be their Lot they might not be repulfed now they 
had been alfo fo long from London. This his Wor- 
fhip immediately granted, and gave them proper 
Letters of Health, and from thence they were at Li¬ 
berty to travel whither they pleafed. 

Accordingly they had a full Certificate of Health, 
intimating. That they had refided in a Village in the 
Countyof EJfexfo long, thatbeingexamined andferu- 
tiniz’d fufficiently, and having been retir’d from ail 
Converfationfor above 40 Days, without any appear¬ 
ance of Sicknefs, they were therefore certainly conclu¬ 
ded to be found Men, and might befafely entertain’d 
any where, having at laft remov’d rather for fear of 
the Plague, which was come into fuch a Town, ra¬ 
ther than for having any fignal of Infedlion upon 
them, or upon any belonging to them. 

With this Certificate they remov’d, tho’ with 
great Relu&ance ; and John inclining not to go far 
from Home, they mov’d towards the Marfhes on 
the fide of IValtham: But here they found a Man, 
who it feems kept a Weer or Stop upon the River, 
made to raife the Water for the Barges which go 
up and down the River, and he terrified them with 
difmal Stories of the Sicknefs having been fpread in¬ 
to all the Towns on the Fviver, and near the River, 
on the fide of Middlefex and Hertfordfhire *, that is to 
lay, into IValtham, Waltham-Crofs, Enfield and IVare^ 
and all the Towns on the Road, that they were a- 
fraid to go that way, tho’ it feems the Man impos’d 
upon them, for that the thing was not really true. 

How- 
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However it terrified them, and they refolved to 
move crofs the Foreft towards Rumford and Brent- 
Wood : but they heard that there were numbers of 
People fled out of London that way, who lay up and 
down in the Foreft call’d Henalt Foreft, reaching 
near Rumford, and who having no Subfiftence or Ha¬ 
bitation, not only Jiv’d oddly, and fuffered great Ex¬ 
tremities in the Woods and Fields for want of Re¬ 
lief, but were faid to be made fo defperate by thofe 
Extremities, as that they offer’d many Violences to 
the County, robb’d and plunder’d, and kill’d Garde, 
and the like *, that others building Hutts and Hovels 
by the Road-fide, begg’d, and that with an Impor¬ 
tunity next Door to demanding Relief ; fo that the 
Country was very uneafy, and had been oblig’d to 
take forme of them up. 

This, in the firft Place intimated ro them, that they 
would be fure to find the Charity and Kindnefs of 
the County, which they had found here where they 
were before, hardened and fhuc up againft them •, and 
that on the other Hand, they would be queftion’d 
where-ever they came, and would be in Danger of 
Violence from others in like Cafes as themfelves. 

Upon all thefe Confiderations, John^ their Cap¬ 
tain, in all their Names, went back to their good 
Friend and Benefadlor, who had reliev’d them be¬ 
fore, and laying their Cafe truly before him, hum¬ 
bly afk’d his Advice ; and he as kindly advifed 
them to take up their old Quarters again, or if not, 
to remove but a little further out of the Road, 
and dire&ed them to a proper Place for them; 
and as they really wanted fome Houfe rather than 
Huts to ihelter them at that time of the Year, it 
growing on towards Michaelmas, they found an old 
decay’d Houfe, which had been formerly fome Cot¬ 
tage or little Habitation, but was fo out of repair 
as fcarce habitable, and by the confent of a Farmer 

to 
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to whofe Farm it belong’d, they got ieave to make 
what ufe of it they could. 

The ingenious Joyner and all the reft by his Di¬ 
rections, went to work with it, and in a very few 
Days made it capable to fhelter them all, in cafe of 
bad Weather, and in which there was an old Chim¬ 
ney, and an old Oven, the’ both lying in Ruins, 
yet they made them both fit for Ufe, and raifing 
Additions, Sheds, andLeanto’s on every fide, they 
foon made the Houfe capable to hold them all. 

They chiefly wanted Boards to make Window- 
fhutters, Floors, Door?, and feveral other Things ; 
but as the Gentlemen above favour’d them, and the 
Country was by that Means made eafy with them, 
and above all, that they were known to be all found 
and in good Health, every Body help’d them with 
what they could fpare. 

Here they encamp’d for good and all, and refolv’d 
to remove no more ^ they faw plainly how terribly 
alarm’d that County was every where, at any Body 
that came from London y and that they fhould have 
no Admittance any where but with the utmoft Dif¬ 
ficulty, at leatt no friendly Reception and Affi- 
fiance, as they hjad receiv’d here, 

Nowaltho* they receiv’d great Affiftance and En¬ 
couragement from the Country Gentlemen and from 
the People round about them, yet they were put to 
great Straits, for the Weather grew cold and wet in 
October and November, and they had not been us’d to 
fo much Hardfhip; fo that they got Colds in their 
Limbs, and Diftempers, but never had the Infec¬ 
tion : And thus about December they came home to 
the City again. 

I give this Story thus at large, principally to give 
an Account what became of the great Numbers of 
People which immediately appear’d in the City 
as foon as the Sicknefs abated ; For, as I have faid, 
great Numbers of thofe that were able and had 

Retreats 
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Retreats in the Country, fled to thofe Retreats; 
So when it was encreafed to fuch a frightful Extre- 
mity as I have related, the mulling People who had 
not Friends, fled to all Parts of the Country where 
they cou’d get Ihelter, as well thofe that had Money 
to relieve themfelves, as thole that had not. Thofe 
that had Money always fled fartheft, becaufe they 
were able to fubiift themfelves ; but thofe who were 
empty, fuffer’d, as I have faid, great Hardlhips, and 
were often driven by Neceffity to relieve their Wants 
at the Expence of the Country : By that means the 
Country was made very unealy at them, and forru- 
times took them up, tho’ even then they fcarce knew 
what to do with them, and were always very back¬ 
ward to punifh them, but often too they forced 
them from Place to Place, till they were oblig’d to 

come back again to London. 
I have, fince my knowing this Story of John and 

his Brother, enquir’d and found, thrt there were a 
o-reat many of the poor difconfolate People, as above, 
tied into the Country every way, and iome of them 
crot little Sheds, and Barns, and Out-houfe3 to 
live in, where they cou’d obtain fo much Kind- 
nefs of the Country, and efpecially where they had 
any the leaft fatisfadtory Account to give of them¬ 
felves, and particularly that they did notcomeout of 
London too late. But others, and that in great Num¬ 
bers, built themfelves little Hutts and Retreatsin the 
Fields and Woods, and liv’d like Hermits in Holes 
aud Caves, or any Place they cou’d find ; and where, 
we may be fure, they fuffer’d great Extremities, 
fuch that many of them were oblig’d to come back 
again whatever the Danger was; and io thofe little 
Fluts were often found empty, and the Country 
People fuppos’d the Inhabitants lay dead m them ot 
the Plague, and would not go near them for fear, no 
not in a^reat while ; nor isit unlikely but that iome of 

O f i t {A 
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the unhappy Wanderers might die fo all alone, even 
iometimes tor want of Help, as particularly in one 
Tent or Hutr, was found a Man dead, and on the 

Gate of a Field juft by, was cut with his Knife in 
Uneven Letters, the following Vfords, by which it 
may be fuppos d the other IMan efcap’d, or that one 
oying firft, the other bury’d him as well as he could j 

O m I s E r Y ! 

We BoTHShaLL DyE, 

WoE, WoE. 

I have given an Account already of what I found to 
ha’ been the Cafe down the River among the Sea-far¬ 
ing Men, how the Ships lay in the Offing, as ’its call’d, 
in Rows or Lines a-ftcrn of one another, quite 
down from the Pool as far as I could fee. I have been 
to:d, that they lay in the fame manner quite down 
the River as low as Grave fend, andfome far beyond 
even every where, or in every Place where they 
cou’d ride with Safety as to Wind and Weather ; 
Nor did I ever hear that the Plague reach’d to any 
of the People on board thofe Ships, except fuch 
as lay up in the Pool, or as high as Deptford Reach 
altho the f eople went frequently on Shoartothe 
Country Towns and Villages, and Farmers Houfes” 
to buy frefh Provifions, Fowls, Pigs, Calves, and the 
like for their Supply. 

Ltkewife I found that the Watermen on the Ri¬ 
ver above the Bridge, found means to convey them- 
felves away up the River as far as they cou’d . 

and that they had, many of them, their whole Fa¬ 
milies in their Boats, cover’d with Tilts and Bales 
as they call them, and furnilh’d with Straw within 
lor their Lodging ; and that they lay thus all alone 
by the Snoar in the Marfhe.% Tome of them fettino- 
up little Tents with their Sails, and fo lyino- unde* 

them on Shoar in the Day, and going into their 

Boats 
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Boats at Night; and in this manner, as I have 
heard, the River-fides were lin’d with Boats and 
People as long as they had any thing to fubfift on, 
or coil’d get any thing of the Country; and indeed 
the Country People, as well Gentlemen as others, 
on thefe and all other Occasions, were very forward 
to relieve them, but they were by no means willing 
to receive them into their Towns and Houfes, and 
for that we cannot blame them. 

There was one unhappy Citizen, within my 
Knowledge, who had been Vifited in a dreadful 
manner, fo that his Wife and all his Children were 
Dead, and himfelf and two Servants only left, with 
an elderly Woman, a near Relation, who had nurs’d 
thofe that were dead as well as fhe could : This dif- 
confolate Man goes to a Village near the Town, 
tho’ not within the Bills of Mortality, and finding 
an empty Houfe there, enquires out the Owner, 
and took the Houfe : After a few Days he got a Care 
and loaded it with Goods, and carries them down 
to the Houfe ; the People of the Village oppos’d his 
driving the Cart along, but with fome Arguings, 
and fome Force, the Men that drove the Cart along, 
got through the Street up to the Door of the Houfe ; 
there the Conflable refitted them again, and would 
not let them be brought in. The Man caus’d the 
Goods to be unloaden and lay’d at the Door, and 
fent the Cart away ; upon which they carry’d the 
Man before a Juftice of Peace; that is to fay, they’ 
commanded him to go, which he did. The Juftice 
order’d him to caufe the Cart to fetch away the 
Goods again, which he refufed to do; upon which 
the Juftice order’d the Conflable to purfue the Car¬ 
ters and fitch them back, and make them re-load 
the Goods and carry them away, or to let them in 
the Stocks till they came for further Orders ; and if 
they could not find them, nor the Man would not 
confenc to take them away, they fliould caufe them 

ro 
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to be drawn with Hooks from the Houfe-Door and 
burnt in the Street. The poor diftrefs’d Man up- 
on this fetch’d the Goods again, but with grievous 
Cries and Lamentations at the hardfhip of his Cafe. 
But there was no Remedy; Self-prefervation oblig cl 
the People to thofe Severities, which they wou’d not 
otherwife have been concern’d in : Whether this 
poor Man liv’d or dy’d I cannot tell, but it was re¬ 
ported that he had the Plague upon him at that 
time ; and perhaps the People might report that to 
juftify their Ufage of him *, but it was not unlikely, 
that either he or his Goods, or both, were dangerous, 
when his whole Family had been dead of the DC 
ftemper fo lutle a while before. 

I know that the Inhabitants of the Towns adja¬ 
cent to London,were much blamed for Cruelty to the 
poor People that ran from the Contagion in their 
Dill refs *, and many very fevere things were done, as 
may be feen from what has been laid ; but I cannot but 
fay alfo that where there was room for Charity and 
Affifiance to the People, without apparent Danger 
to themfelves, they were willing enough to help and 
relieve them. Rut as every Town were indeed Judg¬ 
es in their own Cafe, fo the poor People who ran 
abr ad in their Extremities, were often ill-ufed and 
driven back again into the Town •, and this caufed 
infinite Exclamations and Out-cries againft the 
Country Towns, and made the Clamour very popu¬ 

lar. 
And yet more or left, maugre all the Caution, 

there was not a Town of any Note within ten (or I 
believe twenty) Miles of the City, but what was 
more or lefs inft&ed, and had fome died among 
them. I have heard the Accounts of feveral j fuch 

as they were reckon’d up, as follows. 
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In Enfield 32 
In Horn fey 58 
In Newington 17 
I ^Tottenham 42 
In Edmonton 19 
In Barnet and 

Hadly 43 
In St. Albans 12 1 
In IVat ford 45 
In Uxbridge 117 
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Hertford 90 Brent-Wood 70 
Ware 160 Kami or A 109 
Hodfdon 30 Barking abt. 200 
IFalt ham Ab. 2 3 Branford 432 
Epping 26 Kingfton 122 
Deptford 620; S lanes 82 
Greenwich 2 31 Chert fey x g 
Ell ham and Windfor 103’ 

Lufum 8 5 
Croydon 61 cm 

Another thing might render the Country more 
ftridl with relpect to the Citizens, and efpeciaiiy with 
refpeCt to the Poor; and this was what I hinted at 
before, namely, that there was a Teeming Propenfi- 
ty, or a wicked Inclination in thofe that were in¬ 
fected to infedt others. 

There have been great Debates among our Phy- 
ficians, as to the Reafon of this; fome will have it 
to be in the Nature of the Difeafe, and that it impref- 
fes every one that is feiz’d upon by it, with a kind of 
a Rage, and a Hatred againft their own Kind, as if 
there was a Malignity, not only in theDiftemper to 
communicate itfelf, but in the very Nature of Man, 
prompting him with evil Will, or an evil Eye, that as 
they fay in the Cafe of a mad Dog, who tho’ the gear- 
led Creature before of any of his Kind, yet then will 
fly upon and bite any one that comes next him, 
and thofe as foon as any, who had been moftobferv’d 
by him before. 

Others placed it to the Account of the Corruption 
of human Nature, who cannot bear to fee itfelf 
more miferable than others of its own Species, and 
has a kind of involuntary Wifh, that all Men were 
as unhappy, or in as bad a Condition as itfelf. 

Others fay, it was only a Kind of Defperation, 
not knowing or regarding what they did, and cou- 
fequently unconcerned at the Danger or Safety, not 
only of any Body near them, but even ofthemfelves 

N alfo. 
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a lib. And indeed when Men are once come Co a 
Condition to abandon the ml elves, and be uncon¬ 
cerned tor the Safety, or at the Danger of themlelves, 
it cannot be fo much wondered that they thou Id be 
carelels of the Safety of other People. 

But I choofe to give this grave Debate a quite 
different Turn, and anfwer k or reiolve it all by 
faying, that I do not grant the Faff, On the con¬ 
trary, I fay, that the Thing is not really fo, but 
that it was a general Complaint raifed by the Peo¬ 
ple inhabiting the out-lying Villages againfl the Ci¬ 
tizens, to juftify, or at leaft excufe thofe Hardfhips 
and Severities fo much talked of, and in which Com¬ 
plaints, both Sides may be faid to have injured one 
another*, that is to fay, the Citizens prefling to be 
receiv’d and harbour’d in Time of Diftrefs, and with 
the Plague upon them, complain of the Cruelty and 
Injufticeof the Country People, in being refufed En 
trance, and forced back again with their Goods and 
Families, and the Inhabitants finding themfeives fo 
impofed upon, and the Citizens breaking in as it were 
upon them whether they would or no, complain, 
that when they were infedted, they were not only re¬ 
gard lefs of others, but even willing to infedb them 
neither of which were really true, that is to fay, in 
the Colours they were defcrib’d in. 

It is true, there is fomething to be faid for the fre¬ 
quent Alarms which were given to the Country, of 
the Refolution of the People of London to come out 
by Force, not only for Relief, but to plunder and 
rob, that they ran about the Streets with the Di- 
ilemper upon them without any Controul ; and that 
no Care was taken to fhut up Houfes, and confine 
the Tick People from infedting others ; whereas, to 
do the Londoners Juftice, they never pradtifed fuch 
things, except in fuch particular Cafes as I have men¬ 
tion’d above, and fuch-like. On the other Hand eve¬ 
ry thing was managed with fo much Care, and fuch 
excellent Order was obferved in the whole City and 

q Suburbs,. 
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Suburbs, by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Aider- 
men ; and by the Judices of the Peace, Church-war¬ 
dens, &c. in the Out-parts, that London may be a Pat¬ 
tern to ail the Cities in the World for thegoodGovern- 
ment and the excellent Order that was every where 
kept, even in the Time of the mod violent Infection; 
and when the People were in the utmoft Confterna- 
tion and Diftrefs. But of this I fhali fpeak by itfelf. 

One thing, it is to be obferv’d, was owing prin¬ 
cipally to the Prudence of the Magiftrates, and ought 
to be mention’d to their Honour, (viz.) The Mo¬ 
deration which they ufed in the great and difficult 
Work of (hutting up of Houfes : It is true, as I have 
mention’d, that the (hutting up of Houfes was a 
great Subjedl of Difcontent, and I may fay indeed 
the only Subject of Difcontent among the People at 
that Time ; for the confining the Sound in the fame 
Houfe with the Sick, was counted very terrible, and 
the Complaints ©f People fo confin’d were very grie¬ 
vous ; they were heard into the very Streets, and 
they were fometimes fuch that called for Refent- 
ment, tho’ oftner for Com pa Ton ; they had no way 
toconverfe with any of their Friends but ou: at their 
Windows, where they would make fuch piteous La¬ 
mentations, as often mov’d the Hearts of thofe they 
talk’d with, and of others who puffing by heard their 
Story ; and as thofe Complaints oftenfimes reproach’d 
the Severity, and fometimes the Infolence of the 
Watchmen placed at their Doors, thofe Watchmen 
wou’d anfwer faucily enough ; and perhaps be apt to 
affront the People who were in theStreet talking to the 
faid Families; for which, or for their ill Treatment of 
the Families, I think feven or eight of them in fe- 
veral Places were kill’d ; I know rot whether l fliou’d 
fay murthered or not, becaufe I cannot enter into 
the particular Cafes. It is true, the Watchmen were 
on their Duty, and affiing in the Poft where they 
were plac’d by a lawful Authority ;• and killing any 

guhlick legal Officer in the Execution of his Office, 
N 2 is 
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is always in the Language of the Law call’d Murder. 
But as they were not authoriz’d by the Magiftrate*s 
Inftructions, or by the Power they acted under, to 
be injurious or abufive, either to the People who 
were under their Oblervation, or to any that con¬ 
cern’d chemfelves tor them ;io when tney did lo,they 
might be faid to act themfelves, not their Office ; 
to ait as private Perfons, not as Perfons employ’d , 
and confequently, it they brought Mifchief upon 
themfelves by fuch an undue Behaviour, that Mil- 
chief was upon their own Heads •- and indeed they 
had fo much the hearty Curfes of the People,whether 
they dclerv’d it or not, that whatever befel them no 
body pitied them, and every body was apt to fay, 
they deferv’d ir, whatever it was; nor do I remem¬ 
ber that any body was ever punifh’d, at lead: to any 
confiderable Degree, for whatever was done to the 
Watchmen that guarded their Houfes. 

What variety of Stratagems were ufed to efcape 
and get out of Houfes thus ffiut up, by which the 
Watchmen were deceiv’d or overpower d, and that 
the People got away, I have taken notice of already, 
and ffiall fay no more to that : But I fay the Magi- 
ft rates did moderate and eafe Families upon many 
Occafons in this Cafe, and particularly in that of tak 
ing away, or fuffering to be remov’d the lick Perfons 
out of fuch Houfes, when they were willing to be re¬ 
mov’d either to a Peft-houfe, or other Places, and 
fometirnes giving the well Perfons in the Family fo 
fhut up, leave to remove upon Information given 
that they were well,and that they would confine them¬ 
felves in fuch Houfes where they went, fo long as 
fhould be requir’d of them* The Concern alfo of the 
Magiftrates for the fupplying fuch poor Families as 
were infeded ; I fay, fupplying them with Neceffa- 
ries, as well Phyfick as Food, was very great, and in 
which they did not content themlelves with giving 
the neceffary Orders to the Officers appointed, but 
the Aldermen in Perfon,and onHorfeback frequently 
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rid to fuchHoufes, and caus’d the People to be afk’d 
at their Windows, whether they were duly attend¬ 
ed or not? Alfo, whether they wanted anything 
that was neceffary, and if the Officers had conftant- 
]y carried their Meffages,and fetch’d them fuch things 
as they wanted, or not? And if they anfwer’d in the 
Affirmative, all was well •, but if they complain’d, 
that they were ill fupply’d, and that the Officer did 
not do his Duty, or did not treat them civilly, they 
(the Officers) were generally remov’d, and oiheis 

placed in their (lead. 
It is true, fuch Complaint might be unjuft, and 

if the Officer had fuch Arguments to ufe as would 
convince the Magiftrate, that he was right, and that 
the People had injur’d him, he was continued, and 
they reprov’d. But this Part could not well bear a 
particular Inquiry, for the Parties could very ill be 
well heard and anfwer’d in the Street, from the Win¬ 
dows, as was the Cafe then *, the Magiftrates there¬ 
fore generally chofe to favour the People,and remove 
the Man, a$ what feem’d to be the lead wrong, and 
of the lead ill Confluence ; feeing if the Watchman 
was injur’d, yet they could eafily make him amends 
by giving him another Pofl of the like Nature ; but 
if the Family was injur’d, there was no Satisfadlion 
could be made to them, the Damage perhaps being 
irreparable, as it concerned their Lives. 

A great variety of thefe Cafes frequently happen’d 
between the Watchmen and the poor People fhutup, 
befides thofe I formerly mention’d about efcaping ; 
fometimes the Watchmen were abfent, fometimes 
drunk, fometimes aileep when the People wanted 
them, and fuch never fail’d to be puniffi’d feverely, 

as indeed they deferv’d. 
But after all that was or could be done in thefeCafes, 

the Quitting up of Houfes, fo- as to confine thofe 
that were well, with thofe that were fick, had very 
great Inconveniencies in it, and feme that were very 

N 3 tragical 



18 2 The H I S T O R Y of 

tragical, and which merited to have been confider’d 
if there had been room for it; but it was authoriz'd 
by a Law, it had the pub lick Good in view, as the 
End chiefly aim’d at; and all the private Injuries that 
were done by the putting it in Execution, mud be 
put to the Account of the publick Benefit. 

It is doubtful to this Day, whether in the whole 
it contributed any thing to the (top of the Infec¬ 
tion, and indeed, 1 cannot fay it did ; for nothing 
could run with greater Fury and Rage than the In- 
fedion did when it was in its chief Violence ; tho? 
the Houles inftded were fh'ut up as exactly, and 
as effedually as it was poffible. Certain it is, that if 
.all the infedtd Perfons were effedually (hut in, no 
found Perfon could have been inftded by them, *be- 
caufe they could not have come near them. But the 
Cafe was this, and I flhail only touch it here, name¬ 
ly, that the In fed ion was propagated infenfibly, and 
by fuch Perfons as were not vifibly inftded, who 
neither knew who they infected, or who they were 
inftded by. 

A Honfe in White-Chapel was Hint up for the fake 
of one infeded Maid, who had only Spots, not the 
Tokens come out upon her, and recovered; yet thefe 
People obtain’d no Liberty to ftir, neither for Air or 
Exercife forty Days; want of Breath, Fear, Anger, 
Vexation, and all the other Griefs attending fuch an 
irjurious Treatment, caft the Miftrefs of the Family 
into a Fever, and Vifitors came into the Houfe, and 
laid it was the Plague, tho* the Phyficians declared 
it was not; however the Family were obliged to be¬ 
gin their Quarantine anew, on the Report of the Vi- 
htor or Examiner, tho’ their former Quarantine 
wanted but a few Days of being finifh’d. This op- 
prefs’d them fo with Anger and Grief, and, as before 
ffraiten’d them alfo fo much as to Room, and for 
want of Breathing and free Air., that moft of the Fa¬ 
mily fell flek, one cf one Diftemper, one of another, 
chiefly fcorbutick Ailments; only one a violent Cholick, 

till 
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"till after feveral prolongings of their Confinement, 
fome or other of thofe that came in with the Vifitors 
to infped the Perfons that were ill, in hopes of re- 
lea fin g them, brought the Biftemper with them, and 
infedted the whole Houfe, and all or moft of them 
died, not of the Plague, as really upon them before, 
but of the Plague that thofe People brought them, 
who fhould have been careful to haveprotebled tnem 
from it ; and this was a thing which frequently 
happen’d, and was indeed one of the word Con fre¬ 
quences of (hutting Houfes up, 

I had about this Time a little Hardfhip put upon 
me, which I was at fir ft greatly affli&ed at, and very 
much difturb’d about; tho’ as it prov’d, it did not ex- 
pofe me to any Difader ; and this was being appointed 
by the Alderman of Portfoken Ward, one of the Exa¬ 
miners of the Houfes in the Precinbt where 1 liv’d ; 
we had a large Parifh, and had no lefs than eighteen 
Examiners, as the Order call’d us, the People call d 
us Vifitors. I endeavour’d with all my Might to be 
excus’d from fuch an Employment, and us’d many 
Arguments with the Alderman’s Deputy to be ex¬ 
cus’d ; particularly I alledged, that I was again ft 
fhutting up Houfes at all, and that it would be very 
hard to oblige me to be an Indrument in that which 
was againft my Judgment, and which I did verily 
believe would not anfwer the End it was intended for; 
but all the Abatement 1 could get was only, that 
whereas the Officer was appointed by my Lord Mayor 
to continue two Months, I fhould,be obliged to hold 
it but three Weeks, on Condition neverthelefs that 
I could then get fome other Efficient Houfe-keeper 
to ferve the reft of the Time for me, which was, in 
fhort, but a very fmall Favour, it being very diffi¬ 
cult to get any Man to accept of fuch an Employ¬ 
ment, that was fit to be intruded with it. 

it is true that fhutting up of Houfes had one Ef¬ 
fect, which I am fenfible was of Moment, namety, 
it confin’d thediftemper’d People, who would other- 

N 4 wife 
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wife have been both very trouhleibme and very dan¬ 
gerous in their running about Streets with the Di- 
fiemperupon them, which when they were delirious, 
they would have done in a mod frightful manner, and 
as indeed they began to do at firfb very much, ’till 
they were thus refrain’d; nay,fo very open they were, 
that the Poor would go about and beg at Peoples 
Doorc, and fay they had the Plague upon them, and 
beg Rags for their Sores, or both, or any thing that 
delirious Nature happened to think of. 

A poor unhappy Gentlewoman, a fubftantial Ci¬ 
tizen’s Wife was (if the Story be true) murdered 
by one of thefe Creatures in Alder [gate-ftreet^ or that 
Way : He was going along the Street, raving mad to 
be fore, and finging, the People only faid, he was 
drunk ; but he himfelf faid, he had the Plague upon 
him, which, it feems, was true ; and meeting this 
Gentlewoman, he would kifs her; fhe was terribly 
frighted, as he was only a rude Fellow, and die run 
from him, but the Street being very thin of People, 
there was no body near enough to help her: When fhe 
faw he would overtake her, die turn’d,and gave him 
a Thrud fo forcibly, he being but weak, and pufh’d 
him down backward : But very unhappily, die being 
fo near, he caught hold of her, and pull’d her down 
alfo ; and getting up fird, mader’d her, and kifs’d 
her; and which was word of all, when he had done, 
told her he had the Plague, and why fhould not die 
have it as well as he. She was frighted enough be¬ 
fore, being alfo young with Child ; but when die 
heard him fay, he had the Plague, die fcream’d out 
and fell down into a Swoon, or in a Fit, which tho3 
foe recovered a little, yet kill’d her in a very few 
Days, and I never heard whether die had the Plague 
or no. 

Another infedbd Perfon came, and knock’d at the 
Door of a Citizen’s Houfe,where they knew him very 
well; the Servant let him in, and being told the Ma¬ 
tter of the Houfe was above, he ran up, and came 

into 
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into the Room to them as the whole Family was at 
Supper: They began to rife up a little furpriz’d, 
not knowing what the Matter was, but he bid 
them fit {till, he only came to take his leave of them. 
They afk’d him, why Mr.-— where are you go¬ 
ing ? Going, fays he, I have got the Sicknefs, and 
{hall die to morrow Night. ’Tis eafy to believe, 
though not to defcribe the Conkernation they were 
all in, the Women and the Man’s Daughters which 
were but little Girls, were frighted almoft to Death, 
and got up, one running out at one Door, and one 
at another, fome down-Stairs and lome up-Scairs, 
and getting together as well as they could, lock’d 
them lei ves into their Chambers, and fcrearned out 
at the Window for Help, as if they had been frighted 
out of their Wits: The Maker more compos’d than 
they, tho’ both frighted and provok’d, was going 
to lay Hands on him, and throw him down-Stairs, 
being in a Pafion, but then confidering a little the 
Condition of the Man and the Danger of touching 
him, Horror feiz’d his Mind, and he Rood kill like 
one akonifhed. The poor dikemper’d Man a’l this 
while, being as well dTeas’d in his Brain as in his 
Body, kood kill like one amaz’d ; at length he turns 
round. Ay! fays he, with all the feenaing Calmnefs 
imaginable. Is it fo with you all! Are you all difturh'd 
at me ? why then I'll e'en go home and die there. And 
fo he goes immediately down Stairs : The Servant 
that had let in him goes down after him with a Can¬ 
dle, but was afraid to go paft him and open the 
Door, fo he kood on the Stairs to fee what he wou’d 
do ; the Man went and open’d the Door, and went 
out and flung the Door after him: It was fome 
while before the Family recovered the Fright, but 
as no ill Confequence attended, they have had Occa- 

kon knee to {peak of it (you may be fure) with 
great Satisfaction. Tho’ the Man was gone, it was 
fome time, nay as I heard, fome Days before they re^ 
cover’d themfelveg of the Hurry they w-ere ir3 nor 
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did they go up and down the Floufe with any aflu- 
rance, till they had burnt a great variety of Fumes 
and Perfumes in all the Rooms, and made a great 
many Smoaks of Pitch, of Gunpowder, and of Sul¬ 
phur, all feparately fhifted *, and wafhed their Clothes, 
and the like : As to the poor Man, whether he liv'd 
©r dy5d I don’t remember. 

It is mod certain, that if by the Shutting up of 
Houfes the Sick had not been conBn’d, Multitudes 
who in the height of their Fever were Delirious and 
Diftradkd, wou’d ha’ been continually running up 
and down the Streets, and even as it was, a very 
great Number did fo, and offer’d all forts of Violence 
to thofe they met, even juft as a mad Dog runs on 
and bites at every one he meets; nor can I doubt but 
that fhou’d one of thofe infedled difeafed Creatures 
have bitten any Man or Woman, while the Frenzy 
of the Diftemper was upon them, they, I mean the 
Perfon fo wounded, wou’d as certainly ha’ been in¬ 
curably infedled, as one that was Tick before and had 
the Tokens upon him. 

I heard of one infected Creature, who running out 
of his Bed in his Shirt, in the anguifh and agony of 
his Swellings, of which he had three upon him, got 
his Shoes on and went to put on his Coat, but the 
Nurfe refilling and {hatching the Coat from him, he 
threw her down, run. over her, run down Stairs 
and into the Street diredlly to the ’Thames in his 
Shirt, the Nurfe running after him, and calling to 
the Watch to flop him ; but the Watchman fright¬ 
ed the Man, and afraid to touch him, let him go 
on ; upon which he ran down to the Still-yard Stairs, 
threw away his Shirt, and plung’d into the Thames, 
and, being a good Swimmer, fwam quite over the 
River and the Tide being coming in, as they call 
it, that is running Weft-ward, he reached the Land 
not till he came about the Falcon Stairs, where land¬ 
ing, and finding no People there, it being in the Night, 
he ran about the Streets there, naked as he was, for a 

good 
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good while, when it being by that time High-water, 
he takes the River again, and fwamback to the Still- 
yard, landed, ran up the Streets again to his own 
Honfe, knocking at the Door, went up the Stairs, 
and into his Bed again *, and that this terrible Expe¬ 
riment cur’d him of the Plague, that is to fay, that 
the violent Motion of his Arms and Legs ftretch’d 
the Parts where the Swellings he had upon him were, 
that is to fay under his Arms and his Groin, and 
caufed them to ripen and break ; and that the cold 
of the Water abated the Fever in his Blood. 

I have only to add, that I do not relate this any 
more than fome of the other, as a Pad: within my 
own Knowledge, fo as that I can vouch the Truth of 
them, and efpecially that of the Man being cur’d by 
the extravagant Adventure, which! confefs Ido not 
think very poflible, but it may ferve to confirm the 
many defperate Things which the diflrefs’d People 
falling into, Diliriums, and what we call Lighthead¬ 
ed nefs, were frequently run upon at that time, and 
how infinitely more fuch there wou’d ha’ been, if 
fuch People had not been confin’d by the (hutting up 
of Houfes •, and this I take to be the bed, if not the 
only good thing which was perform’d by that fevere 
Method. 

On the other Hand, the Complaints and the Mur- 
mu rings were very bitter againft the thing itfelf. 

It would pierce the Hearts of all that came by 
to hear the piteous Cries of thofe infe&ed People, who 
being thus out of their Underftandings by the Vio¬ 
lence of their Pain, or the Heat of their Blood, were 
either fhut in, or perhaps ty’d in their Beds and Chairs, 
to prevent their doing themfelves Hurt, and who 
wou’d make a dreadful Outcry at their being confin’d, 
and at their being not permitted to die at large, as 
they call’d it, and as they wou’d ha’ done before. 

This running of diftemper’d People about the 
Streets was very difmal, and the Magiftrates did 
their utmoft to prevent it, but as it was generally in 

the 
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the Night and always fudden, when Rich Attempts 
were made, the Officers cou’d not be at hand to pre¬ 
vent it, and even when any got out in the Day, the 
Officers appointed did not care to meddle with them* 
becaufe, as they were all grievouRy infedfed to be fur e 
when they were come to that Height, fo they were 
more than ordinarily infedtious, and it was one of the 
m oft dangerous Things that cou’d be to touch them; 
on the other Hand, they generally ran on, not know¬ 
ing what they did, till they dropp’d down ftark Dead, 
or till they had exhaufted their Spirits fo, as that they 
wou’d fall and then die in perhaps half an Hour or 
an Hour, and which was moft piteous to hear, they 
were lure to come to themfelves intirely in that half 
Hour or Hour, and then to make moft grievous and 
piercing Cries and Lamentations in the deep affiidting 
Senfe of the Condition they were in. This was much 
of it before the Order for fbutting up of Houfes was 
ftridtly put in Execution, for at firft the Watchmen 
were not fo vigorous and fevere, as they were after¬ 
ward in the keeping the People in ; that is to fay, be¬ 
fore they were, I mean fome of them, feverely pu- 
ni(h5d for their Negledf, failing in their Duty, and 
letting People who were under their Care flip away, 
qy conniving at their going abroad, whether fick or 
welh But after they law the Officers appointed to 
examine into their Condudt, were refolv’d to have 
them do their Duty, or be punifh’d for the Omiffion, 
they were more exadl, and the People were ftridtly 
reftrain’d ; which was a thing they took fo ill, and 
bore fo impatiently, that their Difcontents can hard¬ 
ly be defcrib’d : But there was an abfolute Neceffity 
for it, that muft be confefs’d, unlefs fome other Mea- 
fures had been timely enter’d upon, and it was too 
late for that. 

Had not this Particular of the Sick’s been reftrain’d 
as above, been our Cafe at that time, London wou’d 
ha? been the moft dreadful Place that ever was in 
the World, there wou’d for ought I kno’ have as 

many 
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many People cly’cl in the Streets as dy’d in their 
Houfes; for when the Diftemper was at its height, 
it generally made them Raving and Dilirious, and 
when they were fo, they wou’d never be perfwaded 
to keep in their Beds but by Force ; and many 
who were not ty’d, threw themfelves out of Windows, 
when they found they con’d not get leave to go out 

of their Doors. 
It was for want of People converQng one with a - 

nother, in this time of Calamity, that it was 
impoffible any particular Perfon cou’d come at the 
Knowledge of all the extraordinary Cafes that oc¬ 
curred in different Families *, and particularly I be¬ 
lieve it was never know to this Day how many 
People in their Diliriums drowned themfelves in the 
'Thames, and in the River which runs from the Mar- 
fhes by Hackney which we generally call’d Ware River, 
or Hackney River; as to thofe which were fee down 
in the Weekly Bill, they were indeed few ; nor cou’d 
it be known of any of thofe, whether they drowned 
themfelves by Accident or not: But I believe, I 
might reckon up more, who, within the compafs of 
my Knowledge or Obfervation, really drowned them¬ 
felves in that Year, than are put down in the Bill of 
all put together, for many of the Bodies were never 
found, who, yet were known to be loft ; and the like 
in other Methods of Self-Deftruftion. There was alfo 
One Man in or about Whitecrofs~ftreety burnt himfelf 
to Death in his Bed ; fame faid it was done by him- 
felf, others that it was by the Treachery of the 
Nurfe that attended him ; but that he had the Plague 
upon him was agreed by all. 

It was a merciful Difpofition of Providence alfo, 
and which I have many times thought of at that 
time, that no Fires, or no confiderabie ones at leaft, 
happen’d in the City, during that Year, which, if it 
had been other wife, would have been very dreadful; 
and either the People muft have let them alone un¬ 
quenched, or have come together in great Crowds 

and' 
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and Throngs, unconcern’d at the Danger of the In- 
feftion, not concerned at the Houfes they Went into3 
at the Goods they handled, or at the Ferfons or the 
People they came among: But fo it was, that ex¬ 
cepting that in Cripplegate Parifh, and two or three 
little Eruptions of Fires, which were prefentiy ex- 
tinguifh’d, there was no Difader of that kind hap¬ 
pen’d in the whole Year. They told us a Story of 
a Houfe in a Place call’d Swan-Alley, paffing from 
Gofwellftreet near the End of Oldjlreet into St. John- 
freely that a Family was infected there, in fo terri¬ 
ble a Manner that every one of the Houfe died ; the 
lad Perfon lay dead on the Floor, and as it isfuppofed, 
had laid her felf all along to die juft before the Fire ; 
the Fire, it feems had fallen from its Place, being of 
Wood, and had taken hold of the Boards and the joifts 
they Jay on, and burnt as far as juft to the Body, but 
had not taken hold of the dead Body, tho’ die had lit¬ 
tle more than her Shift on, and had gone out of itfelf, 
not hurting the Reft of the Houle, tho9 it was a 
flight timber Houfe. How true this might be, I 
do not determine, but the City being to fufFer fe- 
verely the next Year by Fire, this Year it felt very 
little of that Calamity. 

Indeed confidering the Deliriums, which the Ago¬ 
ny threw People into, and how I have mention’d in 
their Madnefs, when they were alone, they did ma¬ 
ny defperate Things; it was very ftrange there were 
no more Difafters of that kind. 

It has been frequently afk’d me, and I cannot fay, 
that I ever knew how to give a direct Anfwer to it. 
How it came to pafs that fo many infedhd People 
appear’d abroad in the Streets, at the fame time that 
the Houfes which were infected were fo vigilantly 
fearched, and all of them ftiut up and guarded as they 
were. ( 

I confefs, I know not what Anfwer to give to this, 
unlefs it be this, that in fo great and populous a City 
as this is, it was impolTible to difcover every Houfe 

that 
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that was infedled as foon as it was fo, or to fhut up 
all the Houfts that were infedled : fo that People 
had the Liberty of going about the Streets, even 
where they pleaded, unlefs they were known to be¬ 
long to fuch and fuch infedled Houfes. 

It is true, that as feveral Phyficians told my Lord 
Mayor, the Fury of the Contagion was llich as Lome 
particular Times, and People ficken’d fo fad, and 
died fo foon, that it was impoffible and indeed to no 
purpofe to go about to enquire who was lick and who 
was well, or to fhut them up with fuch Exadlnefs, 
as the thing required ; almofl every Houfe in a whole 
Street being infedled, and in many Places every Per- 
fon in fome of the Houfes*, and that which was fill! 
worfe, by the time that the Houfes were known to 
be infeded, molt of the Perfons infedled would be 
done dead, and the reft run away for Fear of be¬ 
ing fhut up; fo that it was to very fmali Purpofe, to 
call them infedled Houfes and fhut them up ; the 
Infeclion having ravaged, and taken its Leave of the 
Houfe, before it was really known, that the Family 
was any way touch’d. 

This might be fufficient to convince any reafon- 
able Perfon, that as it was not in the Power of the 
Magiflrates, or of any human Methods or Policy, 
to prevent the fpreading the Infedlion; fo that this 
way of fhutting up of Houfes was perfedly infuffi- 
cient for that End. Indeed it feemed to have no man¬ 
ner of publick Good in it, equal or proportionable 
to the grievous Burthen that it was to the particular 
Families, that were fo fhut up ; and as far as I was 
employed by the Publick in diredling that Severity, 
I frequently found occafion to fee, that it was inca¬ 
pable of anfwering the End. For example as I 
was defired as a Vifitor or Examiner to enquire 
into the Particulars of feveral Families which were 
infedled, we fcarce came to any Houfe where 
the Plague had vifibly appear’d in the Family but 
shat fome of the Family were fled and gone ; the 

Magi- 
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Magiftrates would refent this, and charge the Exa* 
miners with being remifs m their Examination or 
Infpedtion : But by that means Houfes were long in¬ 
fected before it was known. Now, as L was in this 

• dangerous Office but half the appointed I ime, which 
was two Months, it was long enough to inform 
myfelf, that we were no way cap.ible of coming at 
the Knowledge of the true ftate of any Family, but 
by enquiring at the Door, or of the Neighbours j as 
forgoing into every Houfe to fearch, that was a part 
no ^Authority wou’d offer to impofe on the Inhabi¬ 
tants, or any Citizen wou’d undertake, for it wou5d 
ha5 been expofmg us to certain Infe&ion and Death, 
and to the Ruin of our own Families as well as of 
ourfelves *, nor wou’d any Citizen of Probity, and 
that cou’d be depended upon, have (laid in the Town* 
if they had been made liable to fuch a Seventy, 

Seeing then that we cou’d come at the Certainty 
of Things by no Method but that of Enquiry of the 
Neighbours, or of the Family, and on that we coif d 
not juftly depend, it was not poffible, but that the 
Incertainty of this Matter wou’d remain as above. 

It is true, Mailers of Families were bound by the 
Order, to give Notice to the Examiner of the Place 
wherein he liv’d, within two Hours after he ffiou’d 
difeover it, of any Person being fick in his Houfe, 
that is to fay, having Signs of the Infection, but they 
found fo many Ways to evade this, and excufe their 
Negligence, that they feldom gave that Notice, till 
they had taken Meafures to have every one efcape out 
of the Houfe, who had a Mind to efcape, whether 
they were Sick or Sound ; and while this was fo, it 
is eafy to fee, that the (hutting up of Houfes was 
no way to be depended upon, as a fufficient M^etnod 
for putting a flop to the Infeftion, becaufe, as I have 
laid elfewhere, many of thole that fo went out of 
thofe infe&ed Houfes, had the Plague really upon 
them, tho’ they might really think themfelves Sound : 
And fome of thefe were the People that walk’d the 

Streets 
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Streets till they fell down dead, not that they were 
fuddenly (truck with the Diftemper, as with a Bul¬ 
let that killed with the Stroke, but that they really 
had the Infe&ion in their Blood long before, only, 
that as it prey’d fecretly on the Vitals, it appear’d 
not till it feized the Heart with a mortal Power, and 
the Patient died in a Moment, as with a fudden 
Painting, or an Apopledtick Fit. 

I know that fome, even of ourPhyficians, thought, 
for a time, thatthofe People that fo died in the Streets 
were feized but that Moment they fell, as if they had 
been touch’d by a Stroke from Heaven, as Men are 
kill’d by a Flafh of Lightning; but they found Reafon 
to alter their Opinion afterward *, for upon examin¬ 
ing the Bodies of fuch, after they were dead, they al¬ 
ways either had Tokens upon them, or other evi¬ 
dent Proofs of the Diftemper having been longer up¬ 
on them than they had otherwife expected. 

This often was the Reafon, that, as I have faid, 
we that were Examiners were not able to come at the 
Knowledge of the Infe&ion being entered into a 
Houfe till it was too late to fhut it up ; and fometimes 
not till the People that were left were all dead. In 
Petticoat-lane two Houfes together were infected, and 
feveral People fick ; but the Diftemper was fo weU 
concealed, the Examiner, who was my Neighbour, 
got no Knowledge of it, till Nonce was fent him 
that the People were all dead,. and that the Carts 
fhould call there to fetch them away. The two 
Heads of the Families concerted their Meafures, and 
fo order’d their Matters, as that when the Examiner 
was in the Neighbourhood, they appeared gene¬ 
rally at a time, and anfwer’d, that is, lied for one 
another, or got fome of the Neighbourhood to fay 

j they were all in Health, and, perhaps, knew no bet¬ 
ter, till Death making it impoffible to keep it any 
longer as a Secret, the dead Carts were called in 
the Night, to both she Houfes, and fo it became 

Q jaub- 
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public *, but when the Examiner ordered the Con* 
liable to (hut up the Houfes, there was no body left 
in them but three People, two in one Houfe, and one 
in the other juft dying, and a Nurfe in each Houfe, 
who acknowledg’d, that they had buried five before, 
that the Houfes had been infedted nine or ten Days, 
and that for all the reft of the two Families, which 
were many, they were gone, iome fick, fome well, 
or whether fick or well, could not be known. 

In like manner, at another Houfe in the fame 
Lane, a Man having his Family infedted, but very 
unwilling to be Ihut up, when he could conceal it 
no longer, fhut up himfelL, that is to fay, he fet 
the great red Crofs upon his Door, with the Words 
Lord have Mercy upon us *, and fo deluded the 
Examiner, who fuppos’d it had been done by the 
Con liable, by Order of the other Examiner, for there 
were two Examiners to every Diftridt or Precindt ; 
by this Means he had free Egrefs and Regrefs into 
his Houfe again, and out of it, as he pleas'd, not- 
with handing it was infedted *, till at length his Stra¬ 
tagem was found out, and then he, with the found 
Part of his Servants and Family, made off, and e» 
leaped ; fo they were not fhut up at all. 

TheleThings made it very hard, if not impoffible, 
as 1 have [aid, to prevent the fpreading of an Infec¬ 
tion, by the Quitting up of Houfes, unlefs the People 
would think the (huttingup of their Lloufes no Grie¬ 
vance, and be fo willing to have it done, as that 
they would give Notice duly and faithfully to the 
Magistrates of their being infedted, as foon as it 
was known by themfelves : But as that cannot be 
expedted from them, and the Examiners cannot be 
iuppofed, as above, to go into their Houfes to vifit 
and fearch, all the Good of (hutting up Houfes 
will be defeated, and few Houfes will be (hut up in 
time, except thofe of the Poor, who cannot con¬ 
ceal it, and of fome People who will bedifeover’d by 

the 
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the Terror and Confternation which the Thino- put 
them into. ‘ ° r 

I got myfelf difcharg’d of the dangerous Office I 
was in, as foon I cou’d get another admitted, who I 
had obtain’d for a little Money to accept of it; and 
fo, indead of ferving the two Months, which was di¬ 
rected, I was not above threeWeeks in it; and a great 
while too, confidering it was in the Month of Auguft* 
at which Time the Didemper began to rage with 
great Violence at our End of the Town. 

In the Execution of this Office, I cou’d not refrain 
fpeaking my Opinion among my Neighbours, as to 
this (butting up the People in their Houfes ; in which 
we^aw mod evidently the Severities that were ufed, 
tho.grievous in themfelves, had alfo this particular 
Objection again# them, namely, that they did not 
anlwer the End, as I have faid, but that the didemp- 
ered People went. Day by Day, about the Streets s 
and it was our united Opinion, that a Method to 
have remov’d the Sound from the Sick, in cad of a 
particular Houfe being vffited, wou’d have been 
much more reafonable, on many Accounts, leaving 
no body with the fic-k Perfon.% but fuch as ffiou’d, on 
fuch Occafion, requeft to day and declare themfelves 
content to be fhut up with them. 

Our Scheme for removing thofe that were found 
from thofe that were fick, was only in fuch Houfes 
as were infeded, and confining the Sick was no Con¬ 
finement; thofe that cou’d not dir would not com¬ 
plain while they were in their Senfes, and while they 
had the Power of judging : Indeed, when they came 
to be delirious and light-headed, then they would 
cry out of the Cruelty of being confin’d ; but for the 
Removal of thcfe that were well, we thought it highly 
reafonable and juft, for their own Sakes, they ffiou’d 
be removed from the Sick, and that, for other Peo¬ 
ple’s Safety, they fhould keep retired for a while. 
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to fee that they were found, and might not inf"ft 
others •, and we thought twenty or thirty Days e- 

nough for this. 
Now, certainly, if Houfes had been provided on 

purpofe, for thofe that were found, to perform this 
demy Quarentine in, they wou’d have much le.s 
Reafon to think themfelves injur’d in fuch a Re- 
flraint, than in being confined with infedted Peo¬ 
ple in the Houfes where they liv’d. 

It is here, however, to be obferved, that after the 
Funerals became fo many, that People could not toll 
the Bell, mourn, or weep, or wear Black for one 
another, as they did before •, no, nor fo much as make 
Coffins for thole that died *, fo arter a whre the Fury 
of the Infection appeared to be fo encreafed, that, in 
fhort, they (hut up no Houfes at all •, it feem d e- 
nough that all the Remedies of that Kind had been 
ufed till they were found fruitlefs, and that the 
Plague fpread itfelf with an irrefiftible f ury m, fo that 
as the Fire, the fucceeding Year, fpread itfelf, and 
burnt with fuch Violence, that the Citizens in de- 
fpair, gave over their Endeavours to extinguifh it, 
fo in the Plague, it came at lad to fuch Violence, 
that the People iat dill looking at one another, and 
ieem’d quite abandon’d to Defpair; whole Streets 
feem’d to be defolated,and not to be ffiut up only,but 
to be empty’d of their Inhabitants; Doors were left 
open, Windows flood (battering with the Wind in 
empty Houfes, tor want of People to fhut them . In 
a Word, People began to give up themfelves to their 
Fears, and to think that all Regulations and Methods 
were in vain, and that there was nothing to be ho¬ 
ped for but an univerfal Defolation ; and it was even 
in the Height of this general Defpair, that it plead¬ 
ed God to day his Hand, and to flacken the Fu¬ 
ry of the Contagion, in fuch a Manner, as was even 
furprizing, like its beginning, and demondrated it 
to be his own particular Hand, and that above, if 



xthe PLAGUE. 197 

not without the Agency of Means, as I fhall take 
Notice of in its proper Place. 

But I muft (till (peak of the Plague, as in its 
height, raging even to Defolation, and the People 
under the molt dreadful Confternation, even, as I 
have faid, to Defpair. It is hardly credible to what 
Excefies the Pafflons of Men carry9d them in this 
Extremity of the Diftemper ; and this Part, I think, 
was as moving as the reft. What cou’d affeCt a 
Man in his full Power of Reflection ; and what 
could make deeper Impreffions on the Soul, than to 
fee a Man, almoft naked, and got out of his Houle, 
or perhaps out of his Bed into the Street, come out 
of Harrow-Alley, a populous Conjunction or Collec¬ 
tion of Alleys, Courts, and Paftages in the Butcher 
Row in Whitechapel! I fay, what cou’d be more af¬ 
fecting, than to lee this poor Man come out into 
the open Street, run dancing and finging, and mak¬ 
ing a thoufand antick Geltures, with five or fix Wo¬ 
men and Children running after him,crying and call¬ 
ing upon him, for the Lord’s Sake to come back, 
and entreating the Help of others to bring him back, 
but all in vain, no-body daring to lay a Hand upon 
him, or to come near him. 

This was a molt grievous and afflicting Thing to 
me, who faw it all from my own Windows •, for all 
this while the poor afflicted Man was, as I obferv’d 
it, even then in the utmoft Agony of Pain, hav¬ 
ing, as they faid, two Swellings upon him, which 
cou’d not be brought to break, or to fuppurate ; 
but by laying ftrong Caufticks on them, the Surge¬ 
ons had, it feems, hopes to break them, which Cau¬ 
fticks were then upon him, burning his Flefh as with 
a hot Iron. I cannot fay what became of this poor 
Man, but I think he continued roving about in that 
Manner till he fell down and died. 

No wonder the AfpeCt of the City itfelf was fright¬ 
ful, the ufual Concourfe of People in the. Streets, 

O 3 and 
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and which ufed to be fupplied from our End of the 
Town was abated ; the .Exchange was not kept fhut 
indeed, but it was no more frequented •, the hires 
were lort ; they had been almoft extinguifbed for 
fome Days, by a very [mart and haily Rain : But 
that was not all, fome of the Phyficians infilled, that 
they were not only no Benefit, but injurious to the 
Health of People. This they made a loud Clamour 
about, and complain’d to the Lord Mayor about it. 
On the other hand, others of the fame Faculty, 
and eminent too, oppofed them, and gave their 
Reafons why the Fires were and mud be ufeful to 
afifwage the Violence of the Diftemper. I cannot 
give a full Account of their Arguments on both 
Sides *, only this I remember, that they cavilled very 
much with one another *, forne were for Fires, but 
that they muft be made of Wood, and not Coal, 
and of particular forts of Wood too, fbch as Fir in 
particular, or Cedar, becaufe of the flrong Effluvia of 
Turpentine •, others were for Coal and not Wood, 
becaufe of the Sulphur and Bitumen j and^ others 
were for neither one or other. Upon the whole, 
the Lord Mayor ordered no more Fires, and especi¬ 
ally on this Account, namely, that the Plague was fo 
fierce, that they faw evidently it defied all Means, and 
rather feemed to encreaie than decreafe, upon any 
Application to check and abate it ; and yet this 
Amazement of the Magiftrates proceeded rather 
from want of being able to apply any Means fuc- 
cefsfully, than from any Unwiilingnefs, either to ex- 
pofe themfelves, or undertake the Care and Weight 
of Bulinefs ; for, to do them Juftice, they neither 
fpared their Pains or their Perfons ; but nothing 
anlwered, the Infection raged, and the People were 
now frighted and terrified to the laft Degree, fo 
that, as I may fay, they gave themfelves up, and, 
as I mentioned above, abandoned themfelves to 
their Defpair. 
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' But let me obferve here, that when-1 fay the Peo¬ 
ple abandoned themfelves to Defpair, I do not mean 
to what Men call a religious Defpair, cr a Defpair 
of their eternal State, but I mean a Defpair of their 
being able to efcape the Infection, or to outlive the 
Plague, which they faw was fo raging and fo irre- 
fidible in its Force, that indeed few People that 
were touch’d with it in its height, about Auguft and 
September, efcaped ; and, which is very particular, 
contrary to its ordinary Operation in June and July* 
and the Beginning of Auguft, when, as I have ob- 
ferv’d, many were infedfed, and continued fo many 
Days, and then went oif, after having had the 
Poifon in their Blood a long time ; but now on the 
contrary, mod of the People who were taken dure- 
ing the two lad Weeks in Auguft, and in the three 
fil'd Weeks in September, generally died in two 
or three Days at farthed, and many the very 
fame Day they were taken ; whether the Dog-days, 
or as our Adrologers pretended to exprefs them- 
felves, the Influence of the Dog-Star had that ma¬ 
lignant Effedl *, or all thofe who had the Seeds of 
Infection before in them, brought it up to a Ma¬ 
turity at that time altogether, I know not; but this 
was the Time when it was reported, that above 
3000 People died in one Night ; and they that 
wou’d have us believe they more critically obferved 
it, pretend to fay, that they all died within the Space 
of two Hours, viz. between the Hours of One and 
Three in the Morning, 

As to the Suddennefs of People’s dying at this time, 
more than before, there were innumerable Indances 
of it, and I could name feveral in my Neighbour¬ 
hood ; one Family without the Bars, and not far from 
me, were ail feemingly well on the Monday, being 
Ten in Family, that Evening one Maid and one 
Apprentice were taken ill, and died the next Morn¬ 
ing* when the other Apprentice and two Children 

O 4 were 
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were touch’d, whereof one died the fame Even¬ 
ing, and the other two on JVednefday ; in a Word* 
by Saturday at Noon, the Mailer, Miflrefs, four 
Children, and four Servants, were all gone, and the 
Houfe left entirely empty, except an ancient Wo¬ 
man, who came in to take Charge of the Goods for 
the Mailer of the Family’s Brother, who liv’d not 
far off, and who had not been fick. 

Many Houfes were then left defolate, all the Peo¬ 
ple being carried away dead, and efpecially in an 
Alley farther, on the fame Side beyond the Bars, go¬ 
ing in at the Sign ofMofes and Aaron *, there were fe- 
veral Houfes together, which (they laid) had not one 
Perfon left alive in them, and tome that died iail in 
feveral of thofeHoufes,were left a little too iong be¬ 
fore they were fetch’d out to be bury’d ; the Reafon 
of which was not, as fome have written, very untru¬ 
ly, that the living were not fufficient to bury the 
dead ; but that the Mortall y was fo great in theYard, 
or Alley, that there was no-body left to give Notice 
to the Buriers or Sexton.% that there were any dead 
Bodies there to be bury’d. It was faid, how true I 
know not, that fome of thofe Bodies were fo much cor¬ 
rupted, and foreseen, that it was with Difficulty they 
were carry’d ; and as the Carts could not come any 
nearer than to the Alley-Gate in the High-Ilreet, it 
was fo much the more difficult to bring them along; 
but I am not certain how many Bodies were then 
left. I am fure that ordinarily it was not fo. 

Asl have mention’d how the People were brought 
into a Condition to defpair of Life, and abandon 
themfelves, fo this very Thing had a ftrange Effect 
among us for three or four Weeks, that is, it made 
th m bold and venturous, they were no more ffiy of 
one another, or reftrained within Doors, but went 
any where, and every where, and began to converfe ; 
pne would fay to another, I. do not afk you how you 
are, or fay how I am, it is certain we ft^ll all go, 
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fo ’tis no Matter who is fick or who is found, and fo 
they run defperately into any Place or any Company; 

As it brought the People into Public Company, 
fo it was furprizing how it brought them to crowd 
into the Churches ; they inquir’d no more into who 
they fat nearto,or far from, what often five Smells they 
met with, or what Condition the People feemed to be 
in, but looking upon themfelves all as fo many dead 
Corpfes, they come to the Churches without the lead 
Caution, and crowded together, as if their Lives 
were of no Confequence, compar’d to the Work 
which they came about there : Indeed, the Zeal 
which they fhew’d in coming, and the Earneftnefs 
and Affedtion they fhew’d in their Attention to what 
they heard, made it manifeft what a Value People 
would all put upon the Worlhip of God, if they 
thought every Day they attended at the Church 
that it would be their lad. 

Nor was it without other flrange Effedts, for it 
took away all Manner of Prejudice at, or Scruple a- 
bout the Perfon who they found in the Pulpit when 
they came to the Churches. It cannot be doubted, 
but that many of the Minifters of the Parifh Chur¬ 
ches were cut off among others, in fo common and 
dreadful a Calamity; and others had not Courage 
enough to ftand it, but removed into the Country 
as they found Means for Efcape ; as then fome Pa- 
rifh-Churches were quite vacant and forfaken, the 
People made no Scruple of deliring fuch Diffenters 
as had been a few Years before depriv’d of their Li¬ 
vings, by Virtue of the Adt of Parliament call’d. 
The Att of Uniformity, to preach in the Churches, nor 
did the Church Minifters in that Cafe make any 
Difficulty of accepting their Affiftance*, fo that ma¬ 
ny of thofe who they called filenced Minifters, had 
their Mouths open’d on this Occafion, and preach’d 
publickly to the People, 

Here 
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Here we may obferve, and I hope it will not be 
ami ft to take notice of it, that a near view of Death 
would foon reconcile Men of good Principles one 
to another, and that it is chiefly owing to our 
eafy Situation in Life, and our putting thefe Things 
far from us, that our Breaches are fomented, ill 
Blood continued, Prejudices, Breach of Charity and 
of Chriftian Union fo much kept and fo far car¬ 
ry’d on among us. as it is : Another Plague Year 
would reconcile all thefe Differences, a clofe con- 
verfing with Death, or with Dlfeafes that threaten 
Death, would feum off the Gall from our Tem¬ 
pers, remove the Animofities among us, and 
bring us to fee with differing Eyes, than thofe 
which we look’d on Things with before ; as 
the People who had been ufed to join with the 
Church, were reconcil’d at this Time, with the 
admitting, the Diffenters to preach to them : 
So the Diffenters, who with an uncommon Preju¬ 
dice, had broken off from the Communion of the 
Church of England, were now content to come to 
their Parifh-Churches, and to conform to the Wor- 
fbip which they did not approve of before ; but as 
the Terror of the Infection abated, thofe Things 
all returned again to their Ids deferable Channel, 
and to the Courfc they were in before, 

I mention this but hiftorically, I have no mind 
to enter into Arguments to move either, or both 
Sides to a more charitable Compliance one with a- 
nother *, I do not fee that it is probable fuch a Dif- 
coiirfe would be either fuitable or fuccefsful ; the 
Breaches feem rather to widen, and tend to a wi¬ 
dening further, than to clofing, and who am I that 
I fhould think myfeff able to influence either one 
Side or other? But this I may repeat again, that 
*ti.s evident Death will reconcile us all ; on the o- 
ther Side the Grave we (hall be all Brethren again : 
In Heaven, whether, I hope we may come from all 

Parties 
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Parties and Perfwafions, we fliall find neither Pre¬ 
judice or Scruple *, there we fliall be of one Principle 
and of one Opinion : why we cannot be content to 
go Hand in Eland to the Place where we fliall join 
Heart and Hand without the lead Hefitation, and 
with the mod compleat Harmony and Affedion ; I 
fay, why we cannot do fo here I can fay nothing to, 
neither fhall I fay any thing more of it, but that it 
remains to be lamented. 

I could dwell a great while upon the Calamities 
of this dreadful time, and go on to defcribe the 
Objects that appear’d among us every Day, the 
dreadful Extravagancies which the Didradion of 
fick People drove them into ; how the Streets be¬ 
gan now lo be fuller of frightful Gbjeds, and Fa¬ 
milies to be -'made even a Terror to themfelves: 
But after 1 have told you, as I have above, that 
one Man being tyed in his Bed, and finding no 
other Way to deliver himfelf, fet the Bed on fire 
with his Candle, which unhappily dood within his 
reach, and burnt himfelf in his Bed. And how 
another, by the infufferable Torment he bore, 
danced and fung naked in the Streets, not know¬ 
ing one Extafy from another *, I fay, after I have 
mention’d thefe Things, What can be added more } 
What can be laid to reprefent the Mifery of thefe 
Times, more lively to the Reader, or to give him 
a more perfed Idea of a complicated Diflrefs ? 

I mud acknowledge that this Time was terri¬ 
ble, that I was fometimes at the End of all my Re- 
folutions, and that I had not the Courage that I had 
at the Beginning. As the Extremity brought other 
People abroad, it drove me Home, and except, 
having made my Voyage down to Blackmail and 
Greenwich, as I have related, which was an Excur- 
fion, I kept afterwards very much within Doors, 
as I had for about a Fortnight before; I have faid 
already, that I repented feveral times that I had 

1 ventur’d 
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ventur’d to flay in Town, and had not gone away 
with my Brother, and his Family, but it it was too 
Jate for that now ; and after I had retreated and flay’d 
within Doors a good while before my Impatience 
led me Abroad, then they call’d me, as I have faid, 
to an ugly and dangerous Office, which brought 
me out again ; but as that was expir’d, while the 
hight of theDiftemper iafled, I retir’d again, and con¬ 
tinued clofe ten or twelve Days more; during 
which many difmal Spectacles reprefented them- 
felves in my View, out of my own Windows, and 
in our own Street, as that particularly from Har¬ 
row Alley y of the poor outrageous Creature which 
danced and fung in his Agony, and many others 
there were: Scarce a Day or Night pafs’d over, but 
feme difmal Thing or other happened at the End 
of that Harrow-Alley, which was a Place full of poor 
People, mofl of them belonging to the Butchers, or 
to Employments depending upon the Butchery. 

Sometimes Heaps and Throngs of People would 
burfl out of the Alley, mofl of them Women, 
making a dreadful Clamour, mixt or compound¬ 
ed of Screetches, Cryings and Calling one another, 
that we could not conceive what to make of it ; 
almofl all the dead Part of the Night the dead 
Cart flood at the End of that Alley, for if it went 
in it could not well turn again, and could go in 
but a little Way. There, 1 fay, it flood to receive 
dead Bodies, and as the Church-Yard was but a 
little Way off, if it went away full it would foon 
be back again : It is impoffible to defcribe the mofl 
horrrible Cries and Noife the poor People would 
make at their bringing the dead Bodies of their 
Children and Friends out of the Cart, and by jthe 
Number one would have thought, there had been 
none left hehind,mr that there were People enough 
for a finall City living in thofe Places: Several 
times they cryed Murcher, fomedmes Fire ; but 

it 
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it was eafy to perceive it was ail Diftra&ion, and 
the Complaints of didrefs’d and didemper’d Peo¬ 

ple. 
I believe it was every where thus at that time, for 

the Plague rag’d for fix or feven Weeks beyond all 
that I have excpefs’d ; and came even to fuch a 
height, that in the Extremity, they began to break 
into that excellent Order, of which I have fpoken 
fo much, in behalf of the Magidrates, namely, 
that no dead Bodies were feen in the Streets or 
Burials in the Day-time, for there was a Neceffity, 
in this Extremity, to bear with its being otherwife, 

for a little while. 
One thing I cannot omit here, and indeed I 

thought it was extraordinary ; at lead, it feemed a 
remarkable Hand of Divine Jo ft ice, (viz.) That 
all the Predctiors, Aftrologers, Fortune-tellers, 
and what they call’d cunning-Men, Conjurers, and 
the like ; Calculators of Nativities, and Dreamers 
of Dreams, and fuch People, were gone and va- 
nith’d, not one of them was to be found : I am, 
verily, perfwaded that a great Number of them fell 
in the heat of the Calamity, having ventured to 
(lay upon the ProfpeA of getting great Eftates ; 
and indeed their Gain was but too great for a time, 
through the Madnefs and Folly of the People ; but 
now they were filent, many of them went to their 
long Home, not able to foretel their own Fate, or 
to calculate their own Nativities ; fome have been 
critical enough to fay, that every one of them dy’d •, 
1 dare not affirm that; but this I mult own, thac 
I never heard of one of them that ever appear’d 
after the Calamity was over. 

But to return to my particular Obfervations, 
during this dreadful part of the Vifitation : I am 
now come, as I have laid, to the Month of Sep¬ 
tember, which was the mod dreadful of its kind, I 
believe, that ever London faw ; for by all the Ac¬ 

counts 
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counts which I have fecn of the preceding Vifita- 
^ions which have been in London, nothing has been 
ike it * the Number in the Weekly Bill amount¬ 

ing to aimoft 40,000 from the 22d of Auguft, to 
the 26th of September, being but five Weeks, the 
particulars of the Bills are as follows, (viz) 

From Auguft the 2 2d to the 29th 7496 
To the 5th of September———— 8252 
To the 12th  -- -—- 7690 
To the iqth —  - .—-u 8297 
To the 26th —« — -- 6460 

38195 
This was a prodigious Number of itfdf, but if 

I fhould add the Realons which I have to believe 
that this Account was deficient, and how deficient 
it was, you would with me, make no Scruple to be¬ 
lieve that there died above ten Thoufand a Week for 
all thofe Weeks, one Week with another, and a 
proportion for feveral Weeks both before and af¬ 
ter : The Confufion among the People, efpecially 
within the City at that time, was inexpreflible ; the 
Terror was fo great at fait, that the Courage of the 
People appointed to carry away the Dead, began 
to fail them ; nay, feveral of them died, altho’ they 
had the Diftemper before, and were recover’d ; 
and fome of them drop’d dawn when they have 
been carrying the Bodies even at the Pit fide, and 
juft ready to throw them in ; and this Confufion 
was greater in the City, becaufe they had Bat¬ 
ter’d themfelves with FI opes of efcaping : And 
thought the Bitternefs of Death was paft : One 
Cart they told us, going up Shoreditch, was for- 
faken of the Drivers, or being left to one Man to 
drive, he died in the Street, and the Florfes going 
on, overthrew the Cart, and left the Bodies, fome 
thrown out here, fome there, in a difmal manner ; 
Another Cart was it fee ms found in the great 

Pit 
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Pit in Finsbury Fields, the Driver being dead, or 
having been gone and abandon’d it, and the Horfes 
running too near it, the Cart fell in and drew the 
Horfes in alfo: It was fuggefled that the Driver 
was thrown in with it, and that the Cart fell up¬ 
on him, by Reafon his Whip was feen to be in 
the Pit among the Bodies ; but that, I fuppofe, 
cou’d not be certain. 

In our Parilh of Aldgate^ the Dead Carts 
were feveral times, as I have heard, found (land¬ 
ing at the Church-yard Gate, full of dead Bodies, 
but neither Bellman or Driver, or any one elfe 
with it ; neither in thefe, or many other Cafes, did 
they know what Bodies they had in their Cart, for 
fometimes they were let down with Ropes our of 
Balconies and out of Windows; and fometimes 
the Bearers brought them to the Cart, fometimes 
other People ; nor, as the Men themfelves faid, did 
they trouble themfelves to keep any Account of the 
Numbers. 

The Vigilance of the Magiftrate was now put 
to the utmofl Trial, and it muft be confefs’d, can 
never be enough acknowledg’d on this Occafion 
alfo, whatever Expence or Trouble they were at, 
two Things were never neglecled in the City or 
Suburbs either. 

1. Provilions were always to be had in full Plenty, 
and the Price not much rais’d neither, hardly worth 
(peaking. 

2. No dead Bodies Jay unburied or uncovered ; 
and if one walk’d from one end of the City to ano¬ 
ther, no Funeral or fign of it was to be feen in the 
Day-time, except a little, as I have faid above, in 
the three firft Weeks in September. 

This lafl Article perhaps will hardly be believ’d, 
when fome Accounts which others have publifhed 
lince that fhall be feen, wherein they fay, that the 
Dead lay unburied, which I am allured was utterly 

falfe 1 
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falfe y at lead:, if it had been any where fo, it mutt 
ha* been in Houfes where the Living were gone 
from the Dead, having found means, as I have ob- 
ferved, to Efcape, and where no Notice was gi¬ 
ven to the Officers : All which amounts to nothing 
at all in the Cafe in Hand ; for this I am pofitive 
in, having myfelf been employ'd a little in the Di¬ 
rection of that Part in the Pariffi in which I liv’d, 
and where as great a Defolation was made in 
proportion to the Number of Inhabitants as was 
any where. I fay, l am fure that there were no 
dead Bodies remain’d unburied *, that is to fay, 
none that the proper Officers knew of *, none for 
want of People to carry them off, and Buriers to 
put them into the Ground and cover them ; and 
this is fufficient to the Argument ; for what might 
lie in Houfes and Holes, as in Mofes and Aaron Alley, is 
nothing ; for it is mod: certain, they were buried as 
foon as they were found. As to the firft Article, 
namely, of Provifions, the Scarcity or Dearnefs, tho5 
I have mention’d it before, and ffiali fpeak of it a- 
gain *, yet I mud obferve here, 

(i.) The Price of Bread in particular was not 
much raifed ; for in the Beginning of the Year (viz.) 
In the firft Week in March, the Penny Wheaten 
Loaf was ten Ounces and a half; and in the height 
of the Contagion, it was to be had at nine Oun¬ 
ces and an half, and never dearer, no not all that 
Seafon : And about the beginning of November it 
was fold ten Ounces and a half again ; the like of 
which, I believe, was never heard of in any City, 
under fo dreadful a Vifitation before. 

(2.) Net- 
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(2.) Neither was there (which I wondered much 

at) any want of Bakers or Ovens kept open to fupply 
the People with Bread ; but this was indeed alledg’d 
by. feme Families, viz. That their Maid-Servants 
going to the Bake-houfes with their Dough to be 
baked, which was then fheCultom, lometimes came 
Home with the Sicknefs, that is to fay, the Plague 
upon them. 

In all this dreadful Vifitation, there were, as I 
have faid before, but two Peft-houfes made ufe of, 
viz. One in the Fields beyond Old-Street, and one in 
Weftminfier; neither was there any Compuifion us’d 
in carrying People thither: Indeed there was no 
need oi Compuifion in the Cafe, lor there were 
Thoufands of poor diftreffed People, who having no 
Help, or Conveniences, or Supplies but of Chari¬ 
ty, would have been very glad to have been carried 
thither, and been taken Care of, which indeed was 
the only thing that, I think, was wanting in the whole 
publick Management of the City : feeing no Body 
was here allowed to be brought to the PelThoufe, 
but where Money was given, or Security for Money] 
either at their introducing, or upon' their being 
cured and fent out; for very many were lent out again 
whole, and very good Phyficians were appointed to 
thofe Places, fo that manyPeoule did very well there, 
of which I fliall make Mention again. The princi¬ 
pal Sort of People fent thither were, as I have faid. 
Servants, who got the Didem per by going of Er¬ 
rands to fetch Neceflaries to the Families wTere they 
lived : and who in that Caie, if they came Home 
lick, were remov’d to preferve the reft of the Houfe* 
and they were fo well look’d after there, in all the 
time of the Vifitation, that there was but 156 buried 
in ail at the London Pc ft houfe, and 159 at that of 
Wiflminfter. 

By having more Peft-houfe?, I am far from mean¬ 
ing a forcing all People into fuch Places. Had the 

■£* Quitting 
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fhutting up of Houfes been omitted, and the Sick 
hurried out of their Dwellings to Peft-houfes, as 
feme propofed, it feems, at that time as well as fince, 
it would certainly have been much woke than it 
was •, the very removing the Sick, would have been 
a fpreading of the Infection, and the rather becaufe 
that removing could not effectually clear the Houfe, 
where die fick Perfon was, of the Diftemper*, and the 
reft of the Family being then left at Liberty would 
certainly fpread it among others. 

The Methods alfo in private Families,which would 
have been univerfally ufed to have concealed the 
Diftemper, and to have concealed the Perfons being 
lick, would have been fuch, that the Diftemper 
would fometimes have feized a whole Family before 
any Vifitors or Examiners could have known of it: 
On the other hand, the prodigious Numbers which 
would have been fick at a time,would ha^ e exceeded all 
the Capacity of publick Peft-houfes to receive them, 
or of publick Officers to difeover and remove them. 

This was well confidered in thofe Days, and I 
have heard them talk of it often : The Magiftrates 
had enough to do to bring People to fubmit to hav¬ 
ing their Houfes ffiut up, and many Ways they de- ’ 
ceived the Watchmen, and got out, as I have ob™ 
ferved : But that Difficulty made it apparent, that 
they would have found it impracticable to have gone 
the other way to Work ; for they could never have^ 
forced the fick People out of their Beds, and out of 
their Dwellings-, it muft not have been my Lord 
Mayor’s Officers, but an Army of Officers that muft 
have attempted it*, and the People, on the other hand, 
would have been enraged and delperate, and would 
have kill’d thofe that fhould have offered to have 
meddled with them or with their Children and Re¬ 
lations, whatever had befallen them for it*5 fo that 
they would have made the People, who, as it *was9 
were in the mod terrible DiftraCiion imaginable ; I 

fay. 



211 the PLAGUE. 
fay, they would have made them (lark mad ; where¬ 
as the Magiftrates found it proper on feveraj Ac¬ 
counts to treat them with Lenity and Companion* 
and not with Violence and Teiror, fuch as dragging 
the Sick out of their Houfes* or obliging them to 
remove themfelves, would have been. 

This leads me again to mention the Time, when 
the Plague firft began, that is to fay, when it be¬ 
came certain that it would fpread over the whole 
Town, when, as I have faid* the better fort of 
People firft took the Alarm, and begun to hurry 
themfelves out of Town : It was true, as I obferved 
in its Place, that the Throng was fo great, and the 
Coaches, Horfes, Waggons and Carts were fo many* 
driving and dragging the People away, that it look’d 
as if all the City was running away ; and had any 
Regulations been publifil’d that had been terrifying 
ar that time, efpeciaJly fuch as would pretend to 
difpofe of the People, otherwife than they would 
difpofe of themfelves, it would have put both the 
City and Suburbs into the utmoft Confufion. 

But the Magiftrates wifely caus’d the People to be 
encourag’d, made very good By-Laws for the regu¬ 
lating the Cidzens,keeping good Order in the Streets* 
and making every thing as eligible as pofiible to 
all Sorts of People. 

In the firft Place, the Lord Mayor and the She¬ 
riffs, the Court of Aldermen, and a certain Number 
of the Common Council-Men, or their Deputies, 
came to a Refolution and publiftfd it*w*2:.“Thar. they 
44 would not quit the City themfelves, but that they 
44 would be always at hand for the prefei ving good 
44 Order in every Place, and for the doing Jullice on 
44 all Occafions \ as alfo (or the diftnbuting the 
44 publick Charity to the Poor; and in a Word, for 
44 the doing the Duty, and difcharging the Truft 
44 repos’d in them by the Citizens, to the utmoft of 
iC their Power, 

P 2 In 
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In Purfuance of thefe Orders, the Lord Mayor, 
Sheriffs, &t\ held Councils every Day more or lefs, 
for making fuch Difpofitions as they found need¬ 
ful for preferving the Civil Peace ; and tho they 
ufed the People with all poffible Gentlenefs and Cle¬ 
mency, yet all manner of prefumptuous Rogues, fuch 
as Thieves,Houfe-breakers, Plunderers of the Dead, 

or of the Sick, were duly puniftftd, and feveral De¬ 
clarations were continually pubiifhed by the Lord 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen againft fuch. 

Alio all Conflables and Church-wardens were en¬ 
join’d to flay in the City upon fevere Penalties, or 
to depute fuch able and fufficient Houfe-keepers, as 
the Deputy Aldermen, or Common Council-men of 
the Precind fhould approve, and for whom they 
fhould give Security and alfo Security in cafe of 
Mortality, that they would forthwith conflitute 
other Conflables in their head. 

The e things re*eflablifffd the Minds of the People 
very much, efpecially in the firfl of their Fright, 
when they talk’d of makipg fo univerfai a Flight, 
that the City would have been in Danger of being 
entirely deferred of its Inhabitants, except the Poor •, 
and the Country of being plunder’d and laid wafle 
by the Multitude. Nor were the Magiflrates de¬ 
ficient in performing their Part as boldly as they pro¬ 
filed it ; for my Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs were 
continually in the Streets, and at Places of the great- 
eft Danger, and thoJ they did not care for having too 
great a Refort of People crouding about them, yet 
in emergent Cafes, they never denyed the PeopleAc~ 
cefs to them, and heard with Patience all their 
Grievances and Complaints ; my Lord Mayor had 
a low Gallery built on purpofe in his Hall, where 
he flood a little remov’d from the Croud when any 
Complaint came to be heard, that he might appear 

with as much Safety as poffible. 
Like wife 
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Likewife the proper Officers, called my Lord 
Mayor's Officers, conkantly attended in their Turns, 
as they wertin waiting *, and if any of them were 
fick or infedted, as fome of them were, orhers were 
inftantly employed to fill up and officiate in their 
Places, till it was known whether the other ffiould 

live or die. 
In like manner the Sheriffs and Aldermen did in 

their feveral Stations and Wards, where they were 
placed by Office, and the Sheriff’s Officers or Ser¬ 
jeants were appointed to receive Orders from the 
refpedlive Aldermen in their Turn *, io thaf Jufttce 
was executed in all Gales without Interruption. In 
the next Place, it was one of their particular Cares, 
to fee the Orders for the Freedom of the Markets 
obferv’d ; and in this part either the Lord Mayor, or 
one or both of the Sheriffs, were every Market-day 
on Horfeback to fee their Orders executed, and to 
fee that the Country People had all poffible En¬ 
couragement and Freedom in their coming to the 
Markets, and going back again and that no Nu- 
fances or frightful Objects Ihoulci be feen in the 
Streets to terrify them, or make them unwilling to 
come. Alfo the Bakers were taken under particular 
Order, and the Maker of the Bakers Company 
was, with his Court of Affiftants, dire&ed to fee 
the Order of my Lord Mayor for their Regulation pin; 
in Execution, and the due Affize of Bread, which 
was weekly appointed by myLord Mayor, obferv’d, 
and all the Bakers were oblig’d to keep their Ovens 
going conftantiy, on pain of lofing the Privileges of 
a Freeman of the City of London. _ • 

By this means. Bread was always to be had in 
Plenty, and as cheap asufual, a^ I faid above ; and 
Provifions were never wanting in the Markets, even 
to fuch a Degree, that I often wonder’d at if, and 
reproach’d myfelf with being fo timorous and cau- 

P q v . tious 
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tious in ftirring abroad, when the Country People 
came freely and boldly to Marker, as if there had 
been no manner of Infe&ion in the City, or Danger 
of caching it. 

It was indeed one admirable piece of Conduct in 
the faid Magiftrates, that the Streets were kept con- 
ftantly clear,, and free from all manner of frightful 
Obje&s, dead Bodies, or any fuch things as were in¬ 
decent or unpleafant, unlefs where any Body fell 
down fuddenly or died in the Streets, as I have faid 
above, and thefe were generally covered with fome 
Cloth or Blanket, or removed into the next Church¬ 
yard, till Night: All the needful Works that carried 
Terror with them, that were both difmal and dan¬ 
gerous, were done in the Night ; if any difeas’d 
Bodies were remov’d, or dead Bodies buried, or in¬ 
fected Cloths burnt, it was done in the Night; and 
all the Bodies, which were thrown into the great 
Pits in the feveral Church-yards or burying Grounds, 
as has been obferv'd, were fo remov’d in the Night; 
and every thing was covered and clofed before Day: 
So that in the Day-time there was not the leaft Sig¬ 
nal of the Calamity to be feen or heard of, except 
what was to be obferv’d from the Emptinefs of the 
Streets, and fometimes from the pafTionate Out¬ 
cries and Lamentations of the People, out at their 
Windows, and from the Numbers of Houfes and 
Shops fhut up. 

Nor was the Silence and Emptinefs of the Streets 
fo much in the City as in the Out-parts, except juft 
at one particular time,when, as I have mention’d, the 
Plague came Eaft, and fpread over all the City ; It 
was indeed a merciful Difpofition of God, that as the 
Plague began at one End of the Town firft, as has 
been obferv'dat large, fo it proceeded progreffively>to 
other Parts, aria did not come on this way or Eaft- 
ward, till it had fpent its Fury in the Weft part of 
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the Town ; and fo as it came on one way, it abated 
another. For Example, - 

It began at St. Giles*s and the Weftminjter End ot 
the Town, and it was in its Height in ail that part 
by about the Middle of July, viz, in St. Giles in the 
Fields, St. Andrew's Holborn, St. Clement-Banes, 
St. Martins in the Fields, and in Weftminjter: The 
latter End of Jw/y, it decreafed in thofe Panfhes, and 
coming Eaft, it encreafed prodigioufly in Cripple- 

St. Sepulchers, St. Ja.Clerkenwell, and Sr.Brides, 
andAlderfgate ; while it was in all ihele Panfhes, th^ 
City and all the Parifhes of the Southwark Side of 
the Water, and all Stepney, White-Chapel, Aldgate, 
IVapping, and Ratcliff, were very little touch’d ; ^fo 
that People went about their Bufinefs unconcern d, 
carryed on their Trades, kept open their Shops, and 
converfed freely with one another in all the City, 
the Eaft and North-Eaft Suburbs, and in Southwark, 
almoft as if the Plague had not been among us. 

Even when the North and North-weft Suburbs 
were fully infedted, viz. Cripplegate, Clerkenwell, 
Bijhopfgate, and Shoreditch, yet (till all the reft were 
tolerably well. For Example, 

From 25th July to ift Augujl the Bill flood thus 
of all Difeafes •, 

St. Giles Cripplegate --— ——— 554 
St. Sepulchres-- —-~~ 2 5° 

Clerwenwell --—8 - ~ " I03 
Bijhopfgate —— *-- ' 
Shoreditch-- ~ 

Stepney Parifh - —— 
Aldgate -—- ~ 
White-Chapel — —" " 
All the 97 Pari dies within the Wails 
All the Parifhes in Southwark — 

1889 

p 4. 

— 127 

-92 
— 104 

— 228 
— 205 
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co that in fhort there died more that Week in 
tnc two Paiifhes of Crippiegate, and Sr. Sepulchers 
by 48 tnan all the City, all the Eaft Suburbs, 
and all the Southwark Parishes put together 1 This 
caufed the Reputation of the City’s Health to con¬ 
tinue ali over England, and efpecially in the Coun¬ 
ties and Markets adjacent, from whence our Supply 
of Provifions. chiefly came, even much longer than 
that iiealth itfelr continued ; for when the People 
came into the Streets from the Country, by Shore¬ 
ditch and Bijhopjgate^ or by Old-fireet and Smithfold, 
tney^vvoulo lee theOut-ftreets empty, and the Houfcs 
and chops Rut, and the fewPeople that were ftirring 
tjii.ic walie in the Middle of the Streets ; but when 

they came within the City, there things look'd better^ 
ana the Markets and Shops were open, and the 
People walking about the Streets as ufual, tho’ not 
quite fo many 5 and this continued till the latter End 
Oi Augufo and the Beginning of September. 

but then the Cafe alter’d quite, the Diftemper 
abated in the Weft and North-Weft Parifhes and 
the Weight or the Infection lay on the City and 

the Eaftern Suburbs, and the Southwark Side and 
this in a frighful manner. 

I wen indeed the City began to lookdifmal, Shops 
to oe inut, and the Streets defokte ; in the Hio-'h- 
Street indeed Neceffity made People fiir abroad°on 
many CXcafions 5 and there would be in the middle 
of the Day a pretty many People, but in the Morn¬ 
ings and Evenings fcarce any to be feen, even there 
no not m Cornhill and Cbeapfide. ’ 

- T.i!eje VbftTyationsof mine were abundantly con- 
hrnrdby the Weekly Bills of Mortality for thofe 

venes, anAbftradcf which, as they relpecl the 
- arilhes which I have mention’d,and as theymake the 
C^ahations I ipeak of very evident, take as follows. 

, t eek,:y Bl‘!’ whlfh makes out this Decreafe 
0 ic buriais in the Weft and North fide of the 
City, itand thus. r 

rrom 
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From the 12 th of September to the 19th. 
St. Giles's Cripplegate --— —— 
St. Giles in the Fields  - —— 
Clerkenwell —  -—* ——  --— _ 
St. Sepulchers -- —————  -— 
St. Leonard Shoreditch —*--——-—>— 

2 17 

456. 

140 

77 
214, 
183 

Stepney Pari ft -—- — ——• - 
Aldgate —..- ■——» 

White-Chapel -— -- ——- *—— 
In the 97 Parifhes within the Walls 
In the 8 Parifhes on Southwark Side 

6o6q 

Here is a ftrange Change of Things indeed, and 
a fad Change it was, and had it held for two Months 
more than it did, very few People would have been 
left alive: But then fuch, I fay, was the merciful 
Difpofition of God, that when it was thus the Weft 
and North Part, which had been fo dreadfully vifited 
at firft, grew, as you fee, much better ; and as the 
People difappeaPd here, they began to look abrpad 
again there ♦, and the next Week or two alter’d it (till 
more, that is, more to the Encouragement of the 
other Part of the Town. For Example : 

From the 19th of September to the 26ft. 
St. Giles's Cripplegate —.———— —— 2 77 
Sr. Giles in the Fields —-—hq 
Clerkenwell -—- —— .— — —y 5 
St. Sepulchers —* - — _ — — xg^ 
Sr. Leonard Schoreditch*--— *——. 146 

Stepney Pari ft -. —. —-« ^ 
Aldgate -—- -— .—-—— - 
White-Chapel -—— — ——-~ 
In the 97 Parifhes within the Wals 
In the 8 Parifhes on Southwark Side 

616 
496 
346 

12 68 
1390 

9 4900 

From 
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From the 26th of Septemb. to the 3d of Offoher. 
St. Giles Cripple gale --- —.. j gS 
Sr. Giles in the Fields ---— — —— 93 
Clerkenwell —--- —---Ag 
St. Sepulchres  .. ■ --- ~j^y 
St. Leonard Shoreditch —- --— n 8 

Stepney Pari Hi -——— —--- --- 674 
Aldgate —-- --— —— >« -, 372 
White-Chapel-■ .- - .-- 328 
In the 97 Parifhes within the Walls—•*+ U49 
In the 8 Parifhes on Southwark Side—- 1201 

r ■ 

4328 

And now the Mifery of the City, and of the faid 
Eaft and South Parts was complete indeed ; for as 
you fee the Weight of the Diftemper lay upon thofe 
Parts, that is to fay, the City, the eight Parifhes 
over the River, with the Parifhes of Aldgate, White- 
Chapel, and Stepney, and this was the Time that the 
Bills came up to fuch a monftrous Height, as that I 
mention’d before ; and that Eight or Nine, and, as 
I believe, Ten or Twelve Thoufand a Week died; 
for his my fettled Opinion, that they never could 
come at any juft Account of the Numbers, for the 
Reafons which I have given already. 

Nay one of the moft eminent Phyficians,r who 
has fince publifh’d in Latin an Account of thofe 
Times, and of his Obfervations, fays, that in one 
Week there died twelve Thoufand People, and that 
particularly there died four Thoufand in one Night; 
tho’ I do not remember that there ever was any 
fuch particular Night, fo remarkably fatal, as that 
fuch a Number died in it: However all this con¬ 
firms what I have faid above of the Uncertainty of 
the Bills of Mortality, &ct of which I fhall fay 
more hereafter. 

And 
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And here let me take leave to enter again, tho’ 
It may feem aRepetition of Circum(lances, into a De- 
fcription of the miferable Condition of the City it 
felf, and of thofe Parts where 1 liv’d at this particu¬ 
lar Time : The City and thofe other Parts, notwith- 
llanding the great Numbers of People that were gone 
into the Country, was vaftly full of People, and per¬ 
haps the fuller, becaufe People had for a long time 
a ftrong Belief, that the Plague would not come in¬ 
to the City, nor into Southwark, no nor into Wap- 
ping or Ratcliff at alL nay fuch was the AfTurance 
of the People on that Head, that many remov’d 
from the Suburbs on the Weft and North Sides, in¬ 
to thofe Eaftern and South Sides as for Safety, ana 
as I very believe, carry’d the Plague amongft them 
there, perhaps fooner than they would otherwife 
have had it. 

Here alfo I ought to leave a farther Remark for 
the Ufe of Poflerity, concerning the Manner of 
Peoples infecting one another ; namely, that it was 
not the Tick People only, from whom the Plague was 
Immediately receiv’d by others that were found, but 
THE WELL, jto explain myfelf *, by the fick Peo¬ 
ple I mean thofe who were known to be fick, had 
taken their Beds, had been under Cure, or had 
Swellings and Tumours upon them, and the like *, 
thefe every Body could beware of, they were either 
in their Beds, or in fuch Condition as cou’d not be 
conceal’d. 

By tbeJVell) I mean fuch as had received the Con¬ 
tagion, and had it really upon them, and in their 
Blood, yet did not fhew the Confequences of it in 
their Countenances, nay even were not fenfible of 
it themfelves, as many were not for feveral Days. 
Thefe breathed Death in every Place, and upon every 
Body who came near them ; nay their very Cloaths 
retain’d the Infeflion, their Hands would infecft: the 
Things they touch’d, efpecially if they were warm 
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and iweaty, and they were generally apt to fweat 
too. 

t Now it was impofUble to know thefe People, nor 
did they fometini.es, as I have faid, know themfelves 
to be infedled : Thefe were the People that fo often * 
dropt down and fainted in the Streets; for often¬ 
times they would go about the Streets to the Jaft, 
till on a fudden they would fweat, grow faint, fit 
down at a Door and die : It is true, finding them- 
felves thus, they would druggie hard to get Home 
to their own Doors, or at other Times would be 
juft able to go in to their Houfes and die inftantly ; 
other Times they would go about till they had the 
very Tokens come out upon them, and yet not know 
it, and would die in an Hour or two after they came 
Home, but be well as long as they were Abroad : 
Thefe were the dangerous People, thefe were the 
People of whom the well People ought to have 
been afraid ; but then on the other Side it was in> 
poffible to know them. 

And this is the Reafon why it is impoffible in a 
Yifitation to prevent the fpreading of the Plague 
by the urmoft human Vigilance, (viz.) that it is im¬ 
poffible to know the infe&ed People from the found ; 
or that the infedted People ffiould perfectly know 
themfelves: I knew a Man whoconverfed freely in 
London all the Seafon of the Plague in 1665, and 
kept about him an Antidote or Cordial, on pur- 
pole to take when he thought himfelf in any Dan¬ 
ger, and he had fuch a Rule to know, or have 
Warning of the Danger by, as indeed I never met 
with before or fince ; how far it may be depended 
on I know not: Pie had a Wound in his Leg, and 
whenever he came among any People that were not 
found, and the Infc&ion began to affedt him, he 
faid he could know it by that Signal, (viz.) That his 
Wound in his Leg would fmart, and look pale 
and white; fo as foon as ever he felt it fmart, it 

was 

1 
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was time for him to withdraw, or to take Care of 
himfelf, taking his Drink, which he always carried 
about him for that Purpofe. Now it feems he found 
his Wound would fmart many Times when he was in 
Company with fuch, who thought themfelves to be 
found, and who appear’d fo to one another ; but he 
would prefently rife up, and fay publickly, Friends, 
here is fome Body in the Room that has the Plague, 
and fo would immediately break up the Company. 
This was indeed a faithful Monitor to all People, 
that the Plague is not to be avoided by thole that 
converfe promifeuoufly in a Town infedled, and 
People have it when they know it not, and that they 
like wife give it to others when they know not that 
they have it themfelves; and in this Cafe, Hunting 
up the WELL or removing the SICK will not do 
it, unlefs they can go back and fhut up all thole that 
the Sick had convers’d with, even before they knew 
themfelves to be lick, and none knows how far to 
carry that back, or where to Hop ; for none knows 
when, or where, or how they may have received 
the Infedlion, or from whom. 

This I take to be the Reafon, which makes fo many 
People talk of the Air being corrupted and infedled, 
and that they need not be cautious of whom they 
converfe with, for that the Contagion was in the 
Air. I have feen them in ftrange Agitations and Sur- 
prifes on this Account, I have never come near any 
infedled Body \ fays the difturbed Perfin, I have con¬ 
vers’d with none, but found healthy People, and yet 
I have gotten the Diftemper! I am fure I am 
ftruck from Heaven, fays another, and he falls to the 
ferrous Part; again the firft goes on exclaiming, I 
have come near no Infedion, or any infedled Per- 
fon, I am fure it is in the Air ; We draw in Death 
when we breathe, and therefore his the Hand of 
God, there is no withflanding it ; and this at lad 
made many People, being harden’d to the Danger, 
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grow lefs concern’d at it, and lefs cautious towards 
the latter End of the Time, and when it was 
come to its Height, than they were at fir ft ; then 
with a kind of a Turkijh Predeftinariarnfm, they 
wouid lay, if it pleas d God to ftrike them, it was 
all one whether they went Abroad or (laid at Home* 
they cou’d not efcape it, and therefore they went 
boldly about even into infefted Houfes, and infe&ed 
Company ; vifited fick People, and in fhort, lay in 
the Beds with their Wives or Relations when they 
were infe&ed ; and what was the Confequence ? But 
the fame that is the Confequence in Turkey, and in 
thofe Count! les where they do thofe d hings \ name¬ 
ly, that they were infe&ed too, and died°by Hun¬ 
dreds and Thoufands. 

I would-be far from leffening the Awe of the Judg¬ 
ments of God, and the Reverence to his Providence, 
which ought always to be on our Minds on fuch Oc- 
cafions as thefe; doubtlefs the Vifitation it felf is 
a Stroke from Heaven upon a City, or Country, or 
Nation where it falls-, a Mefienger of his Venge¬ 
ance, and a loud Cad to that Nation, or Country, 
or City, to Humiliation and Repentance, according 
to that of the Prophet Jeremiah xviii. 7, 8. At what 
in ft ant ± ftoallftpeak concerning a Nation, and concern¬ 
ing a Kingdom to pluck up, and to pull down, and de- 
ftroy it .* If that Nation againft whom I have pro¬ 
nounced, turn from their evil, 1 will repent of the evil 
that I thought to do unto them. Now to prompt due 
Impreffions of the Awe of God on the Minds of Men 
on fuch Qccafions, and not to leffen them, it is that 
I have left thofe Minutes upon Record. 

I fay, therefore I refleft upon no Man for put¬ 
ting the Reafonof thofe Things upon the immedi¬ 
ate Hand of God, and the Appointment and Direc¬ 
tion of his Providence nay, on the contrary, there 
were many wonderful Deliverances of Perfons from 
Infeftion, and Deliverances of Perfons when in¬ 

fected. 
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fedted, which intimate Angular and remarkable Pro¬ 
vidence, in the particular Inltances to which they 
refer, and I elteem my own Deliverance to be one 
next to miraculous, and do record it with Thank- 
fulnefs. 

But when I am fpeaking of the Plague, as a Di- 
ftemper arifing from natural Caufes, we mult con- 
Ader it as it was really propagated by natural Means, 
nor is it at all the lefs a Judgment for its being un¬ 
der the Condudt of human Caufes and Effedts; for 
as the divine Power has form’d the whole Scheme of 
Nature, and maintains Nature in its Courfe ; fo the 
fame Power thinks fit to let his own Adtings with 
Men, whether of Mercy or Judgment, to go on in 
the ordinary Courfe of natural Caufes, and he is 
pleated to adt by thofe natural Caufes as the ordina¬ 
ry Means; excepting and referving to himfelf never- 
thelefs a Power to adt in a fupernatural Way when 
he fees Occafion : Now, ’tis evident, that in the Cafe 
of an Infedtion, there is no apparent extraordinary 
Occafion for fupernatural Operation, but the ordi¬ 
nary Courfe of Things appear fufficiently arm'd, 
and made capable of all the Effedls that Heaven 
ufually diredts by a Contagion. Among thefe Cai> 
fes and Effedts this of the fecret Conveyance of In¬ 
fedtion imperceptible, and unavoidable, is more 
than fufficient to execute the Fiercenefs of divine 
Vengeance, without putting it upon Supernaturals 
and Miracle. 

The acute penetrating Nature of the Difeafe it 
felf was fuch, and the Infedtion was received fo im¬ 
perceptibly, that the molt exact Caution could not 
fecure us while in the Place : But I mult be allowed 
to believe, and I have fo many Examples frelh in 
my Memory, to convince me of it, that I think 
none can refill their Evidence ; I fay, I mult be al¬ 
lowed to believe, that no one in this whole Nation 
ever receiv’d the Sicknefs or Infedtion, but who re¬ 

ceiv’d 
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ceiv’d it in the ordinary Way of Infedion front 
feme Body, or the Cloaths, or Touch, or Stench of 
fooie Body that was infeded before. 

The Manner of its coming firft to London, 
proves this alfo, (viz.) by Goods brought over from 
Holland, and brought thither from the Levant 5 
the fit ft breaking .of it out in a Houfe in Long-Acre9 
where thole Goods were carried, and Bril opened , 
its fpreading from that Houfe to other Houfes, by 
the vifible unwary converfing with thofe who were 
lick, and the infedingthe Parifh Officers who were 
employed about the Perfons dead, and the like ; thefe 
are known Authorities for this great Foundation 
Point, that it went on, and proceeded from Perfon 
to Perfon, and from Houfe to Houfe, and no other- 
wife: In the firft Houfe that was infeded there 
died four Perfons; a Neighbour hearing the Miftrefs 
of the firft Houfe was fick, went to vifit her, and went 
Home and gave the Diftemper to her Family, and 
died, and all her Houfhold. A Minifter call’d to 
pray with the firft fick Perfon in the fecond Houfe, 
was faid to ficken immediately, and die with feve¬ 
nd more in his Houfe : Then the Phyficians began 
to confider, for they did not at firft dream of a ge¬ 
neral Contagion. But the Phyficians being fent 
to infped the Bodies, they aflur’d the People that 
it was neither more or Ids than the Plague, with all 
its terrifying Particulars, and that it threaten’d an 
univerfal Infedion, fo many People having already 
convers’d with the Sick or Diftemper’d, and having, 
as might be fuppos’d, receiv’d Infedion from 
them, that it would be impoftible to put a flop to 
it. 

Plere the Opinion of the Phyficians agreed with 
my Obfervation afterwards, namely, that the Dan¬ 
ger was fpreading infenfibly ; for the Sick con’d 
infed none but thofe that came within reach of 
the fick Perfon, but that one Man, who may have 

really 
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really receiv’d die Infedion, and knows it not, but 
goes abroad, and about as a found PeiTon, may 
give the Plague to a thoufand People, and they to 
gi eater Numbers in Proportion, and neither the 1 V-r- 
jon giving the Infection, or the Perfons receiving it, 
know any thing of it, and perhaps not feel the°Ef- 
rects of it for feveral Days alter. 

Example, Many Perfons in the Time of this 
V lhtation never perceiv’d that they were infefted, till 
they found to their unfpeakable Surprize, the Tokens 
corrK out upon them, after which they feldom liv’d 
iix It.ours ; for thofe Spots they call’d the Tokens 
were realiy gangreen Spots, or mortified Flefh in 
Imail Knobs as broad as a little filver Peny , and hard 
as a piece of Callus or Horn; fo that when the 
Diieafe was come up to that length, there was no- 
th|iig cou.d rouow but certain Death, and v^t as / 

Jatd, they knew nothing of their beino- fnfec. 

te.,’ nor found themfelves fo much as out of Order 
till thofe mortal Marks were upon them : But every 
iiooy muft allow, that they were infeded in a hiofo 
jDegree before, and muft have been fo fomc time- 
and conlequently their Breath, their Sweat, their 
very Cloaths were contagious for many Days be- 

Hus occafion’d a vaft Variety of Cafes, which 
Irhyficians would nave much more Opportunity to 
remember than I; but fome came within the Com- 
pals of my Obfervation, or Hearing, of which I ihall 
name a few. 

A certain Citizen who had liv’d fafe, and un- 
^ouch d, till the Month of September, when th-“ 
•Weight of the Diftemper lay more in the City 
_ n had done before, was mighty chearful, and 
lomething too bold, as I think it was, in his Talk 
d how fecurehewas, how cautious he had been, 
ud how he had never come near any fick Body • 
'ays another Citizen, a Neighbour of his to him. 
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one Day, Do not be too confident Mr. it is hard to 
fay who is jfick and who is well; for we fee Men alive, 
find weh to outward Appearance one Hour, ana dead 
the next. If hat is true, fays the firft Man, for he 
was not a Man prefumptuoufty fecure, but had e - 
~cap’d a long while, and Men, as I laid above, eiPe" 
dally in the City, began to be over-eafy upon that 
Score. Thai is true, lays he, I do not think my 
idf fecure, but I. hope I have not been in Company 
with any- Perfon that there has been any Banger in, 
IN o! fays his Neighbour, was not you at the Bull¬ 
head Tavern in Gracechurch Street with Mr. —-— 
the Night before lap: Yes, fays the firft, I was, 
but there was no Body there, that we had any Reafon 
to think dangerous: Upon which his Neignbour laid 
no more, being unwilling to iurprize him; but this 
made him more inquifitive, and as his Neighbour 
appear’d backward, he was the more impatient, 
and in a kind of Warmth, fays he aloud, why hews 
not dead, is he! Upon which his Neighbour ft ill 
was filent, but call up his Eyes, and laid fomething 
to himfelf, at which the firft Citizen turned pale, 
and faid no more but this, then I am a dead Man 
too, and went Home immediately, and fent foi a 
neighbouring Apothecary to grve him lomething 
preventive, tor he had not yet lound himleii ill j 
but the Apothecary opening his Breaft, fetch’d a 

Sigh, and faid no more, but this, look up to God.\ and j 

the Man died in a few Hours. 
Now let any Mian judge from a Cafe like this, 

if it is pofiible for the Regulations of Magiftrates, 
either by Uniting up the Sick, or removing them, to 
ft op an Infection, which fpreads it felt from Man to 
Man, even while they are perfectly well, and in-, 
fenfible of its Approach, and may be fo for many 

Days. 
It may be proper to afk here, how long it may 

be fuppofed, Men might have the Seeds of the Con-i 
tagion 
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ta?MW them’ *f*ore ii: Cover'd itfelf iii this fa- 

SmS'vir ■* lo.ng ,l,ey «%* *»• <bo* 
i-bP S7 , 10 yet Du contagious to all thofe 
t! at came near them? I believe the moft experienPd 

mdS"than CT H"0' aniWfr-this Qiie!lioil diredly, any 
f ' than * Can; and iomethinrr an ordinary Oh 

?re otice of>which ot 

to be ‘ rl he °p?°n of Phyficians' abroad leem 

ss ft??' 

ted han°UrSl and Ports’ from fufpec- 
lor<? for >T - * '" '7 ?“yS ,‘S’ one wou!d think, too 
this° Sd'nor e t0 U'Ugg e With m an Enemy as 

‘ ’ t t , conquer ft, or yield to it • But I -ouM 
not th.nk by my own Obferiation that tty can be 
infedfed fo as to be contagious to otte? ab?„l 

^ & frrthell; and on that 
h°.rc “‘^as’ that when a hfoufe was Hint up jn the p•. 2 1 ' iuujc w4o lout ud in thf* 
City, and any one had died of the PIa<me''b”- nr. 
Eody appear’d to be ill in the Family & fideen ° 
eighteen Days after, they were not fo ftrfft' bu£ 

tnat they would connive at their golno- priv’ate] 

Abroad; nor wo old'People be much afraid of rh^'n 

erward, but rather think they were fortined the 
better, having not been vulnerable when he Ene 
my was m their own Ooufe • but -Z r 
found it had lyen much iong^conSaW 

th-tffp IOOtrCt 3111hefe Wcrnm, I muff fay, 
Lhaf til01 x 1 ovidence leem’d to diredt my Conduct 

Hvc'™Tx™C f yet-1C ,S my °Pinion> and I muft 
.ft ; r reicnption, (viz.) iUi the belt Phtfick 

PeoPp tZC 1 ague ,s t0 pin ‘tocyfrcm it. I know 
fe ple encourage themfetm; by laying God is 
aole to keep us in the midft of Danlrr and ■>}! 
to overtake us when we think our Idles 

whoPr anl this kePt Eifofifinds in the Town' 
viole Carcanes went unto the gfeaf Fits by Carr 

Q-2 Loads} 
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Loads; and who, if they had fled from the Danger, 
had, i beiieve, been fafe from the Difafter; at leait 

’tis probable they had been lafe. 
And were this very Fundamental only duly con- 

fider’d by the People on any future occafion oi 
this, or the like Nature, I arn perfuaded it would 
put them upon quite different Meafures for. mana0 
ine the Peo*oie, from thofe that they took in 1665, 
or than any that have been taken abroad that 1 have 
heard of;' in a Word, they would confider oi 
feparating the People into fmaller Bodies, and re¬ 
moving them in Time farther from one another, 
and not let fuch a Contagion as this, which 1S lndeed 

' chiefly dangerous, to coilefted Bodies oi People, find 
a Million of People in a Body together, as was 
very near the Cafe before, and would certainly be 
the Cafe, if it fhould ever appear again. 

The Plague, like a great Fire, if a few Houles 
only are contiguous where it happens, can only burn 
a few Houfes; or if it begins in a fingle, or as we, 
call it a lone Houfe, can only burn that lone Fxou e 
where it begins: But if it begins in a clofe built 
Town, or City, and gets a Head, there its Fury 
encreafes, it rages over the whole Place, and con- 

fumes all it can reach. 
1 could propofe many Schemes, on the foot c‘ 

which, the Government of this City, if ever they 
fhould be under the Apprehenfions of fuch another 
Enemy, (God forbid they fhould) might eaie them- 
felves of the greateft Part of the dangerous People 
that belong to them ; I mean fuch as the begging, 
ftarving, labouring Poor, and among tnem chiefly 
thofe who, in Cafe of a Siege, are call’d the uieleis 
Mouths; who being then prudently, and to their 
own Advantage difpos’d of, and the wealthy Inha¬ 
bitants difpoiing of themfelves, and of then; ser¬ 
vants, and Children, the City, and its adjacent 
Parts would be fo effe&ually evacuated, that there 

would 
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would not be above a tenth Part of its People left 
together, for the Difeafe to take hold upon: But 
fuppofe them to be a fifth Part, and that two Hun¬ 
dred and fifty Thoufand People were left, and if it 
did feize upon them, they would by their living fo 
much at large, be much better prepar’d to defend 
themfelves againd the Infection, and be lefs liable 
to the Effieds of it, than if the fame Number of 
People lived clofe together in one fmaller City, 
fuch as Dublin, or Amjterdam, or the like. 

It is true, Hundreds, yea Thou bands of Fami¬ 
lies fied away at this lad Plague, but then of them, 
many fled too late, and not only died in their 
Flight, but carried the Diftemper with them into 
the Countries where they went, and infeded thofe 
whom they went among for Safety ; which confound* 
ed the Thing, and made that be a Propagation of 
the Didemper, which was the bed means to pre¬ 
vent it; and this too is an Evidence of it, and brings 
me back to what I only hinted at before, but mud 
fpeak more fully to here; namely, that Men went 
about apparently well, many Days after they had 

' the Taint of the Difeafe in their Vitals, and after 
their Spirits were fo feiz’d, as that they could never 
efcape it; and that all the while they did fo, they 
were dangerous to others, I fay, this proves, that 
fo it was; for fuch People infeded the very Towns 
they went thro’, as well as the families they went 
among •, and it was by that means, that almod all 
the great Towns in England had the Didemper 
among them, more or lefs; and always they would 
tell you fuch a Londoner or fuch a Londoner brought 
it down. 

It mud not be omitted, that when I fpeak of 
thofe People who were really thus dangerous, I fup¬ 
pofe them to be utterly ignorant of their own Condi¬ 
tion ; for if they really knew their Circumdances to be 
fuch as indeed they were, they mud have been a kind of 

CL 3 wilful 
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willful M-urtherersr if they would have gone Abroad 
among healthy People, and it would have verified 
indeed the Suggeftion which I mentioned above^ and 
which I thought feemd untrue, [viz.) That the infected. 
People were utterly carelels as to giving the Infec¬ 
tion to others, and rather forward to do it than not; 
and I believe it was partly from this very Thing 
that they raifed that Suggeftion, which I hope was 
not really true in Fa£L 

I confefs no particular Cafe is fufficient to prove 
a general,, but I cou’d name feveral People within 
the Knowledge of fome of their Neighbours and 
Families yet living, who fftew’d the contrary to an 
extreafn. One Man, a Mafter of a Family in my 
Neighbourhood, having had the Diftemper, he 
thought he had it given him by a poor Wort: man 
whom he employ'd, and whom he went to his Houle 
to fee, or went for fome Work that he wanted to 
have fin ikied, and he had fome Apprehendons even 
while he was at the poor Workman’s Door, but 
did not difcover it fully, but the next Day it dif- 
covered it felf, and he was taken very ill; upon 
which he immediately caufed himfelf to be 
carried into an out Building which W had in 
his Yard, and where there was a Chamber over 
a Work-houfe, the Man being a Brazier; here 
he lay, and here he died, and would be tended 
by none of his Neighbours, but by a Nurfe from 
abroad, and would not fuffer his Wife, nor Chfl-;;I 
dren, nor Servants, to come up into the Room, left 
they fhould be infe&ed, but lent them his Blefling 
and Prayers for them by the Nurfe, who fpoke it 
to them at a Diftance, and all this for fear of giv¬ 
ing them the Diftemper, and without which, he 
knew as they were kept up, they could not have 

it. - j 
And here I muft obferve, alfo that the Plague, as 

I fuppofe all Diftempers do, operated in a different 
Man- 
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Manner, on differing Confhtutions; feme were im¬ 
mediately overwhelm’d with it, and it came to vio¬ 
lent Fevers, Vomitings, infufferahle Head-achs, 
Fains in the Back, and fo tip to Ravings and Rage- 
ings with thole Pains : Others with Swellings arid 
Tumours in the Neck or Groin, or Arm-pits, 
which till they could be broke, put them into in- 
iufferable Agonies and Torment ; while others, as I 
have obferv’d, were filently infected, the Fever 
preying upon their Spirits infenfibly, and they fee¬ 
ing little of it, till they tell into Swooning, and 
Faintings, and Death without Pain. 

I am not Phyfician enough to enter into the par¬ 
ticular Reafons and Manner of thefe differing Effects 
of one and the fame Diffemper, and of its differ¬ 
ing Operation in feveral Bodies: nor is it my Buil- 
nefs here to record the Obfervations, which l really- 
made, becaufe thee Dodtors themfelves, have done 
that Part much more effedlually than I can do, and 
becaufe my opinion may in feme things differ from 
theirs : I am only relating what 1 know, or have 
heard, or believe of the particular Cafes, and what fell 
within the Compafs of my View, and the different 
Nature of the Infection, as it appeared in the parti¬ 
cular Cafes which I have related; but this may be 
added too, that tho’ the former fort of thofe Ca¬ 
fes, namely thofe openly vifited, were the word: 
for themfelves as to Pain, I mean thofe that had 
fuch Fevers, Vomitings, Head-achs, Pains and 
Swellings, becaufe they died in fuch a dreadful Man¬ 
ner, yet the latter had the word: State of the Dif- 
eafe; for in the former they frequently recover’d, 
efpecially if the Swellings broke, but the latter 
was inevitable Death; no Cure, no Help eou’d be 
poffible, nothing could follow but Death ; and it 
was worfe alfo to others, becaufe as, above, it lecret- 
ly, and unperceiv’d by others, or by themfelves, 
communicated Death to thofe they convers’d with, 

Q. 4 the 
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the penetrating Poifoit infinuating it (elf into their 
Blood in a Manner, which it is impoffible to de- 
fcribe, or indeed conceive. 

This intedling and being infedled, without fo 
much as its being known to either Perfon, is evi¬ 
dent from two Sorts of Cafes, which frequently 
happened at that Time; and there is hardly any 
Body living who was in London during the Infec¬ 
tion, but muft have known feverai of the Cafes of 
both Sorts. 

1. Fathers and Mothers have gone about as 
if they had been well, and have believ'd them- 
felves to be fo, till they have infenfibly infedfed, 
and been the Deftrudtion of their whole Families: 
Which they would have been far from doing, 
if they had the leail Apprehenfions of their be¬ 
ing tin found and dangerous themfelves. A Family, 
whole Story I have heard, was thus infedted by the 
Father, and the Diflemper began to appear upon 
fome of them, even before he found it upon him- 
felf; but fearching more narrowly, it appear’d he 
had been affected fome Time, and as loon as he 
found that his Family had been poifon’d by himfelf, 
he went diftradled, and would have laid violent 
Hands upon himfelf, but was kept from that by 
thofe who look’d to him, and in a few Days 

died. 
2. The other Particular is, that many People hav¬ 

ing been well to the bell of their own Judgment, or by 
the bell Obfervation which they could make of 
themfelves for feverai Days, and only finding a De¬ 
cay of Appetite, or a light Sicknefs upon their Sto¬ 
machs ; nay, fome whole Appetite has been Itrong, 
and even craving, and only a light Pain in their 
Pleads, have fent for Phyficians to know what 
ail’d them, and have been found to their great Sur¬ 
prize, at the brink of Death, the Tokens upon 
them, or the Plague grown up to an incurable Height. 

It 



the P L A G U E. 233 
It was very fad to reHeft, how fuch a Perfon as 

this laft mentioned above, had been a walking Deftrov- 
er, perhaps for a Week or Fortnight before that; 

j 7.^^ ruin’d thofe, that he would have hazar¬ 
ded his Life to fave, and had been breathing Death up¬ 
on them, even perhaps in his tender Rifling and 
Embracings of his own Children : Yet thus certain¬ 
ly it was,. and often has been, and I coil’d crive 
many particular Cafes where it has been fo; if then 
the Blow is thus infenfibly ftriking; if the Arrow 
les thus unfeen, and cannot be difcovered; to what 

purpofe are all the Schemes for fhutting up or re¬ 
moving the Sick People? Thofe Schemes cannot take 
place but upon thofe that appear to be Tick, or to 
be infected; whereas there are among them, at the 
lame time Thoufands of People who feem to be 
well, but are all that while carrying Death with 
them into all Companies which they come into, 

. This frequently puzzled our Phyficians, and efpe- 
cial y the Apothecaries and Surgeons, who knew 
not how to difcover the Sick from the Sound; they 
all allow’d that it was really fo, that many People 
had the Plague in their very Blood, and preying up¬ 
on their Spirits, and were in themfelves but walking 
putrified Carcafes, whole Breath was infectious3 
and their Sweat Poifon; and yet were as well to 
-ook on as other People, and even knew it not them¬ 
felves: I fay, they all allowed that it was really true 
in BaCt, but they knew not how to propole a Dif- 
covery. r 

My Friend Dr. Heath was of Opinion, that 
it might be known by the Smell of their Breath ; 
but then, as he /aid, who durfl fmell to that Breath 
for his Information? Since to know it, he muft 
draw the flench of the Plague up into his own 
Brain, in order to diflinguifh the Smell! I have 
heard, it was the Opinion of others that it might be 
diftinguifh’d by the Party’s breathing upon a piece of 

Glafs* 
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Glafs, where the Breath condenfing, there might 
living Creatures be feen by a Microfcope, of Arrange 
morlftrous and frightful fliapes, fuch as Dragons, 
Snakes, Serpents, and Devils, horrible to behold : 
But this I very much queftion the Truth of, and 
we had no Microfcopes at that Time, as I remem¬ 
ber, to make the Experiment with. 

It was the Opinion alfo ol another learned Man, 
that the Breath of fuch a Perion would poifon, and 
inftantly kill a Bird; not only a fmall Bird, but even 
a Cock or Hen, and that if it did not immediately 
kill the latter, it would caufe them to be roupy, as 
they call it *, particularly that if they had laid any 
Eggs at that Time, they would be all rotten: But 
thole are Opinions which I never found fupported 
by any Experiments, or heard of others that had 
feen it; fo I leave them as I find them, only with 
this Remark; namely, that I think the Probabili¬ 
ties are very Prong for them. 

Some have propofed that fuch Perfons fhould 
breath hard upon warm Water, and that they would 
leave an unufual Scum upon it, or upon feveral 
other Things, efpecially fuch as are of a glutinous 
Subftance and are apt to receive a Scum and fupport it. 

But from the whole I found, that the Nature of 
this Contagion was fuch, that it was impofiible to 
difcover it at all, or to prevent its fpreading from 
one to another by any human Skill, 

Here was indeed one Difficulty, which I could ne¬ 
ver throughly get over to this time, and which there 
is but one way of anfwering that 1 know of, and it is 
this, viz. The firft Perfon that died of the Plague 
was in Decemb. 20th, or thereabouts, 1664, and in, 
or about Long-acre, whence the firft Perfon had the 
Infection was generally Paid to be, from a Parcel of Silks 
importedfrom Holland and firft opened in that Houfe. 

But after this we heard no more of any Perfon dying 
of the Plague, or of the Diftemper being in that 

Place, 
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Piace3 till the 9th of February; which was about 7 
Weeks after* and then one more was buried out of 
the lame Floufe : Then it was huffi’d, and we were 
perfectly eafy as to the Publick, for a great while; 
for there were no more entred in the Weekly Bill 
to be dead of the Plague- till the 2 2d of Aprils when 
there was 2 more buried not out of the lame Houle, 
but out of the fame Street; and as near as I can re¬ 
member, it was out of the next Houle to the hr ft: 
this was nine Weeks afunder, and after this we had 
no more till a Fortnight, and then it broke out in 
feveral Streets, and fpread every Way. Now the 
Quefxion teems to lye thus, Where lay the Seeds of 
the Infection all this while ? How came it to flop fo 
long, and not flop any longer? Either the Di(temper 
did not come immediately by Contagion from Body 
to Body, or if it did, then a Body may be capable 
to continue infeded, without the Difeafe difcoverino- 
itfelf, many Days, nay Weeks together, even not a 
Quarentine of Days only, but Soixantine, not only 
40 Days but 60 Days or longer. 

It’s true there was, as 1 obferved at firfl, and is well 
known to many yet living, a very cold Winter, and a 
long Froft, which continued three Months, and this, 
the Dodors fay, might check thelnfedion ; but then 
the learned mull allow me to fay, that if, according 

to their Notion, the Difeafe was, as I may fay, on¬ 
ly frozen up, it would like a frozen River, ’have 
returned to its ufual Force and Current when it 
thaw’d, whereas the principal Reeds of this Infection* 
which was from February to April, was after the 
Froft was broken, and the Weather mild and warm. 

But there is another Way of folving all this Diffi¬ 
culty, which I think my own Remembrance of the 
thing will fupply ; and that is, the Fad is not granted, 
namely, that there died none in thofe long Inter¬ 
vals, viz. from the 20th of December to the 9th of 
February, and from thence to the 22d of April. 

The 
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The Weekly Bills are the only Evidence on the other 
Side, and thofe Bills were not of Credit enough, at 
lead with me, to fupport an Hypothecs, or determine 
a Queftion of fuch Importance as this: For it was 
our receiv’d Opinion at that time, and I believe upon 
very good Grounds, that the Fraud lay in the Parifh 
Officers, Searchers, and Ferfons appointed to give 
Account of the Dead, and what Difeafes they died 
of: And as People were very loth at firft to have 
the Neighbours believe their Houfes were infeded, 
fo they gave Money to procure, or otherwife pro¬ 
cur’d the dead Perfons to be returned as dying of 
other Diftcmpers; and this I know was practis'd 
afterwards in many Places, I believe I might fay in 
all Places, where the Diftemper came, as will be 
feen by the vaft Encreafe of the Numbers plac’d in 
the Weekly Bills under other Articles of Difeafes, 
during the time of the Infedion : For Example, in 
the Month of July and Auguft, when the Plague was 
coming on to its higheft Pitch, it was very ordinary 
to have from a thoufand to twelve hundred, nay to 
almoft fifteen Hundred a Week of other Diftem- 
pers •, not that the Numbers of thofe Diftempers 
were really encreafed to fuch a Degree : But the 
great Number of Families and Houfes where really 
the Infedion was, obtained the Favour to have their 
Dead be return’d of other Diftempers, to prevent the 
fhutting up their Houfes. For Example, 

Dead of other Difeafes befide the Plague. 

From the i Sth to the 25th July — 942 
to the 1 ft Auguft — — 1004 
to the 8 th --— — 1213 
to the 15th --- — 1439 
to the 22d •— —-- 1331 

J to the 29th — — — 1394 

to 
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to the 5th September 
to the 12th-- 
to the 19th — — 
to the 26th 

Now it was not doubted, but the greateft Part 
of thefe, or a great Part of them, were dead of the 
Plague, but theOfficers were prevail’d with to return 
them as above, and the Numbers of fome particular 
Articles of Diftempers dilcover’d is, as follows; 
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— 1264 
• 1056 
— 1132 

““ 927 

From the ift to the 8th of Aug. to the 15 th. to the 22. to the 29. 

Fever 314 
Spotted Fever 174 

Surfeit 85 
Teeth 90 

663 

From Augufi 29th to the 5th Sept. 

Fever 364 
Spotted Fever 157 

Surfeit 68 
Teeth 138 

728 

353 348 383 
190 166 165 

s? 74 99 
lr3 111 l33 

743 699 780 

the ir to the 19. to the 26. 

332 • 309 268 
97 IOI 65 
45 49 36 

128 121 112 - 

602 580 481 

There were feveral other Articles which boie a 
Proportion to thefe, and which it is eafy to perceive, 
were increafed on the fame Account, as Aged, Con- 
fumptions, Vomitings, Impofthumes, Gripes, and the 
like, many of which were not doubted to be infec¬ 
ted People •, but as it was of the utmoft Confequence 
to Families not to be known to be infedted, if it was 
poffible to avoid it, fo they took all the Meafures 
they could to have it not believ’d ; and if any died 
In their Houfes to get them return’d to the Exami¬ 

ners 
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ners, and by the Searchers, as having died of other 
Diftempers. 

This, I fay, will account for the long Interval, 
which, as I have laic], was between the dying of the 
firft Perfons that were returned in the Rill to be dead 
of the Plague, and the Time when the Diftemper 
ipread openly, and could not be concealed. 

Befides, the Weekly Rills themfelves, at that time 
evidently difcovers this Truth •, for, while there was 
no Mention of the Plague, and no fncreafe, after it 
had been mentioned, yet it was apparent, that there 
was an Increafe of thofe Diftempers which border¬ 
ed neareft upon it; for Example, there were Eight, 
Twelve, Seventeen of the Spotted Fever in a Week, 
when there were none, or but very few of the 
Plague ; whereas before. One, Three, or Four, were 
the ordinary weekly Numbers of that Diftemp- * 
er : Likewife, as I obferv’d before, the Burials in- 
creafed weekly in that particnlar Parifn, and the 
Parifhes adjacent, more than in any other Parifh, al- 
tho’ there were none fet down of the Plague ; all 
which tell us, that the Infedtion was handed on, 
and the Succeflion of the Diftemper really preferv’d, 
tho’ it feem’d to us at that Time to be ceafed, and 
to come again in a Manner furprizing. 

It might be alfo, that the Infection might remain 
in other Parts of the fame Parcel of Goods which at 
firft it came in, and which might not be perhaps 
opened, or at leaft not fully, or in the Cloaths of the 
firft infedled Perfon , for I cannot think that any 
body could be feized with the Contagion in a fatal 
and mortal Degree for nine Weeks together, and 
fupport his State of Health fo well, as even not to 
diicover it to themfelves ; yet if it were fo, the Ar¬ 
gument is the ftronger in favour of what I am Ey¬ 
ing ; namely, that the Infedlion is retain’d in Bodies 
apparently well, and convey’d from them to thofe they 

con- 
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converfe with, while it is known to neither the one 
nor the other. 

Great were the Confufions at that time upon this 
very Account; and when People began to be con¬ 
vinc’d that the Infection was receiv’d in this far- 
prifmg manner from Perfons apparently well, they 
began to be exceeding (hie and jealous of every one 
that came near them. Once in apublick Day, whe¬ 
ther a Sabbath Day or not Ido not remember, in 
Aldgate Church in a Pew full of People, on a fud- 
den, one fancy d fhe fmelt an ill Smell, immediately 
fhe fancies the Plague was in the Pew, whifpers her 
Notion or Sufpicion to the next, then rifes and 
goes out of the Pew, it immediately took with the 
next, and fo to them all; and every one of them, and 
of the two or three adjoining Pews, got up and 
went out of the Church, no Body knowing what 
it was offended-them or from whom. 

This immediately filled every Bodies Mouths with 
one Preparation or other, fuch as the old Women 
directed, and fome perhaps as Phyiicians directed, in 
order to prevent Infection by the Breath of others ; 
mfomuch that if we came to go into a Church, 
when it was any thing full of People, there would 
be fuch a IVTixture of Smeils at the Jin trance, that it 
was much more ftrong, tho’ perhaps not fo whole- 
fome, than if you were going into an Apothecary’s 
or Druggift s Shop; in a Word, the whole Church 
was like a fuelling Bottle, in one Corner it was all 
Perfumes, in another Aromaticks, Balfamicks, and 
Variety of Drugs, and Herbs; in another Salts and 
Spirits, as every one was furnifh’d for their own ' 
Prefervation ; yet I obferv*d, that after People were 
poffeis d, cis 1 have fetidwith the Belief or rather 
Affurance, of the Infection being thus carryed on by 
Perfons apparently in Health, the Churches and 
Meeting-Houfes were much thinner of People than 

* L 
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at other times before that they us’d to be *, for this 
is to be faid of the People of London, that during 
the whole time of the Peftilence, the Churches or 
Meetings were never wholly fhut up, nor did the 
People decline coming out to the publick Worfhip 
of God, except only in fome Parifhes when the Vio¬ 
lence of the Di{temper was more particularly in that 
Parifh at that time; and even then no longer, than 
it continued to be fo 

Indeed nothing was more flrange, than to fee 
with what Courage the People went to the public 
Service of God, even at that time when they were 
afraid to fbir out of their own Houfes upon any other 
Gccafion ; this I mean before the time of Defpera- 
tion, which I have mention’d already ; this was a 
Pi oof of the exceeding Populoufnefs of the City at 
the time of the Infection, notwithftanding the great 
Numbers that were gone into the Country at the 
hid Alarm, and that fled out into the Forefls and 
Woods when they were farther terrified with the 
extraordinary Iocreafe of it. For when we came to 
fee the Crouds and Throngs of People, which ap¬ 
pear’d on the Sabbath Days at the Churches, and 
efpecialiy in thofe parts of the Town where the 
Plague was abated, or where it was not yet come 
to its Height, it was amazing. But of this I fliali 
fpeak again prefently ; I return in the mean time to 
the Article of Infecting one another at firft *, before 
People came to right Notions of the Infection, 
and ofinfedting one another. People were only fhye 
of thofe that were really fick, a Man with a Cap 
upon his Head, or with Cloaths round his Neck, 
which was the Cafe of thofe that had Swellings there *, 
fuch was indeed frightful: But when we law aGentle- 
man drefs’d, with his Band on and his Gloves in his 
Hand, his Hat upon his Head, and his Hair comb’d, 
of fuch we had not the leaft Apprehenfions ; and 

People 
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People converfe a great while freely, especially wit& 
their Neighbours and fuch as they knew. But when 
the Phyficians affured us, that the Danger was as 
we]i from the Sound, that is, the feemingly Sound, as 
the Sick ; and that thofe People, who thought them- 
Elves entirely free, were often times the moft fatal; 
and that it came to be generally underflood, that 
People were fcnfible of it, and of the Rea'fon of it: 
Then, I fay, they began to be jealous of every Body 

and a vaft Number of People lock’d themfelves up’ 
oas not to come abroad into any Company at all, nor 
utter any, that had been abroad in promifcuous Com¬ 

pany, to come into their Houfes, or near them; at 
leak not fo near them, as to be within the Reach of 
tneir Breath, or of any Smell from them ; and when 
they were oblig’d to converfe at a Diflance with 
Strangers, they would always have Prefer vatives in 
tneir Mouths, and about their Cloaths, to repel and 
keep off the Infedlion. 

It mufl be acknowledg’d, that when People began 
to u*e thefe Cautions, they were lefs expofed to Dan¬ 
ger, and the In fed ion did not break into Rich Houfes 
io lurioufly as it did into others before, and thou- 
finds of families were preferred, Jpeaking with due 
Referve to troe Direction of Divine Providence, by that 
Means, 1 

But it was impoffible to beat any thing into the 
Heads of the Poor : They went on with the ufual 
lmpetuofity of their Tempers, full of Outcries and 
Lamentations when taken, but madly carelefs of 
themfelves, fool-hardy and obflinate, while they 
were well : Where they could get Employment they 
pufh d into any kind of Bufineft, the moft dangerous 
and the moft liable to Infedlion ; and if they w7ere 
fpoken to, their Anfwer would be, I muft trujl to 
God for that; if / am taken, then 1 am provided for 
and there is an End of me, and the like: Or Thus5 
Why, What muft I do ? I can't ftarve, I had as 

L good 
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crood have the Plague as perijh for Want. ^ I have m 
Work, what could I do ? 1 muft do this or beg: Sup- 
pofe it was burying the Dead, or attending the Sick, 
or watching infefted Houles, which were ail terrible 
Hazards; but their Tale was generally the fame. It 
is true, Neceffity was a very juftifiable warrantable 
Plea, and nothing could be better •, but their Way 
of Talk was much the fame, where the Necefiities 
were not the fame: This adventurous Conduct of tne 
Poor was that which brought the Plague among 
them in a moft furious Manner, and tins, join d t.o 
the Diftrefs of their Circumftances, when taken, was 
the Reafon why they died fo by Heaps •, for I cannot 
fav, I could obferve one jot of better Huffcandry 
amons them, I mean the labouring Poor, while they 
were all well and getting Money, than there was be¬ 
fore. but as iavifh, as extravagant, and as thought- 
ids for To-morrow as ever; fo that when they came 
to be taken Tick, they were immediately in the ut- 
moft Diftrefs as well for Want, as for Sicknefs, a=> 
well for lack of Food, as lack of Health. 

This Mifery of the Poor I had many Occafions 
to be an Eye-wstnds of, and fometimes alfo of tne 
charitable Afliftance that fome pious People daily 
cave to fuch, fending them Relief and Supplies both 
;;f Food, Phyfick and other Help, as they found they | 
wanted •, and indeed it is a Debt of Juftice due to the i 
Temper of the People of that Day, to take Notice | 
here, that not only great Sums, very great Sums o.f f 
Money were charitably fent to the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen for the Afliftance and Support of the poor 
diftemper’d People ; but abundance of private Peo- 
pie daily diftributed large Sums of Money for their 
Relief, and fent People about to enquire into ihe : 
Condition of particular diftreffed and vifited Fami¬ 
lies, and relieved them ; nay fome pious Ladies were 
fo tranported with Zeal in fo good a Work, and fo 

ccn- 
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consent in the Protedion of Providence in Dif- 

oS h p sr'“ « Chm,>’ tk“ «*r ™> 
tfatjV er on dlftrlbuCing A,ms to the Poor, and 

ven viming poor Families, tho’ lick and infeded, in 
their very Houfes, appointing Nurfes to attend thofe 

mat wanted attending, and ordering Apothecaries 

nndp^8€°nS’ C}r firft t0 iuPP,y them with Drags 
r landers, and iuch Things as they wanted ; and 

the Jaft to lance and drefs rhe Swellings and Tu- 

ft, Cp fl’Ch 7eur® wanti'ig; giving their Bleff- 
e>, , he Poor ln iubftantial Relief to them, as well 

as nearry Prayers for them. 

I wili not undertake to fay, as feme do, that non- 
o, ihofe charitable People were fuffered to fall under 
, Calamity ltfelf; but this I may lay that I nev-r 
knew any one of them that mifcarried,'which I men- 

11 r?nthr Enc®u’1a8enient of others in cafe of the 
pke D!ftrfs ; ,and doubtlefs, if they that give to the 

fClle”ic\°rlhe ^ he WUl Tepay them ; thofe t..at hazard their Lives to give to the Poor, and to 
comfort and aflift the Poor in fuch a Mifery as this 

may hope to be proteded in the Work. ‘ "* 

lv i!TfW3S tk'S fo extraordinary eminent on- 

Lchlr7 ' rlf (l°r Cann0t Ughlly iuit tbis ^int) 
'f Cha!,ty of the Rich as well in the City and Sub- 

Word ' fr°m nhe C°UNnTtry’, was fo grear> that in a 
v\ord a prodigious Number of People, who mull 

otherwife inevitably have periled for Want as well 
,s oicknels were fupporred and fubfifted by it • a-d 

toa fISK Tf’ T 1 belicVe ’come, 
t a full knowledge of what was fo contributed, yet 
loo believe that, as I heard one fay that was l cn- 
t.cal Obfetvet ot that Parr, there was not only ma. 

Ti 1 r°U?pd Pc.unds contributed, but many hundred 
J :i°Um jd Pounds’ to the Relief of the Poor of this 
diitrefled alluded City; nay one Man affirm’d to me 

13t “e C0li!d reckon up above one hundred thou’ 

R 2 fand 
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fand Pounds a-Week, which was diftribujed by the 
Church Wardens at the feveral Parifli-Vettnes, by 

the Lord Mayor and the Aldermen in the cvera 
Wards and Precinfts, and by the particular Direction 

of the Court and of the Juftices refpeiftivTy in t 
Parts where they refided ; over and above the private 
Charity diftributed by pious Hands in the Manner 1 
fpeak of-, and this continued for many Weeks to- 

gether. . . 
I confefs this is a very great Sum ; but if it &c 

true, that there was diftributed in the 5 anlh of 
Cripplevate only, 17800 Pounds in one Week to tne 
Relief of the Poor, as I heard reported, and winch 
I really believe was true, the other may not be un- 

probable. , 
It was doubtlefs to be reckon’d among tne many 

fio-nal o-ood providences which attended this great 
Qty, and of which there were many other worth re¬ 
cording •, I fay, this was a very remarkable one, that 
it pleafed God thus to move the Hearts of the xeo- 
ple in all parts of the Kingdom, fo chearfully to con¬ 
tribute to the Relief and Support of the I oor at Lon¬ 
don } the good Confequences of which were felt ma¬ 
ny Ways, and particularly in prefervmg the Lives 
and recovering the Health of fo many Thoufands, 
and keeping fo many Thoufands of Families from pc- 

rifhing and ftarving. f r . 
And now I am talking of the merciful Difpoution 

of Providence in this Time of Calami.y, I cannot 
but mention again, tho’ I have fpoken .evera times 
of it already on other Accounts, 1 mean mat or the 
Prooreffion of the Diftemper; how it began at one 
End of the Town, and proceeded gradually and flow- 
]y from one Part to another, and like a dark Cloud 
that paffes over our Heads, which, as it thickens and 
over-cafts the Air at one End, clears up at the other 
End : So, while the Plague went on raging from 
Weft to Eaft, as it went forwards Eaft, it abated 

in 
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in the Weft, by which means thofe parts of the 
Town, which were not feiz’d, or who were left, 
and where it had fpent its Fury, were (as it were) 
fpar d to help and affift the other ; whereas had the 
Diftemper fpread itfelf over the whole City and 
Suburbs at once, raging in all Places alike, as it has 
done fince in fome Places abroad, the whole Body of 
the f eople muft have been overwhelmed, and there 
would have died twenty thoufand a Day, as they 
fay there did at Naples, nor would the People have 
been able to have help’d or affifted one another. 

For it muft be oblerv d that where the Plague was 
in its full Force, there indeed the People were very 
mifcrable, and the Confternation was inexpreffible. 
Biit a littie before it reach d even to that Place, or 
preiently after it was gone, they were quite another 
Sort of People, and I cannot but acknowledge, that 
thv_re vas 100 much of .hat common Temper of 
Mankind to be found among us all at that Time ; 
namely to forget the Deliverance, when the Danger 
is paft : But I dial! come to (peak of that Part 
again. 

It muft not be forgot here to take fome Notice of 
the ftace of Trade, during the Time of this common 
Calamity, and this with refpedl to Foreign Trade, as 
alfo to our Home-trade. 

As to Foreign Trade, there needs little to be laid ; 
the trading Nations of Europe were all afraid of us, 
no Port of France, or Holland, or Spain, or Italy 
wouid admit our Ships or correfpond with us*, in¬ 
deed we flood on ill Terms with the Dutch, and were 
in a furious War with them, but tho’ in a bad Con¬ 
dition to fight abroad, who had fuch dreadful Ene¬ 
mies to ftrusmle with at Home. 

Our Merchants were accordingly at a full Stop, 
their Ships could go no where, that is to fay, to no 
Place abroad ; their Manufactures and Merchandife, 

& $ that 
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that is to fay, of our Growth, would not be touch’d 
abroad ; they were as much afraid of our Goods, as 
they were of our People ; and indeed they had Rea- 
fon, for our Woolen Manufactures are as retentive 
of Infection as human Bodies, and if pack’d up by 
Perlbns infedted, would receive the Infection, and be 
as dangerous to touch, as a Man would be that was 
infedled ; and therefore, when any .tangliJhVzTz 1 ar¬ 
riv’d in Foreign Countries, if they did take the Goods 
on Shore, they always caufed the Bales to be opened 
and air’d in Places appointed for that Purpoie: But 
from London, they would not fuffer them to come 
into Port, much lefs to unlade their Goods upon any 
Terms whatever; and this Stridlnefs was elpeciaily 
us’d with them in Spain and Italy ; in Turkey, and the 
Iflands of the Arches indeed, as they are call’d, as well 
thofe belonging to the Turks as to the Venetians, they 
were not fo very rigid ; in the firft there was no Ob- 
ftru&ion at all; and four Ships, which were then in 
the River loading for Italy, that is for Leghorn and 
Naples., being denied Product, as they call it, went 
on to Turkey, and were freely admitted to unlade 
their Cargo without any Difficulty, only that when 
they arriv’d there, feme of their Cargo was not fit for 
Sale in that Country, and other Parts of it being con- 
fjgn’d to Merchants at Leghorn, the Captains of the 
Ships had no Right nor any Orders to difpofe of the 
Goods; fo that great Inconveniences followed to 
the Merchants. But this was nothing but what the 
Neceffity of Affairs requir’d, and the Merchants at 
Leghorn and Naples having Notice given them, fent 
2gain from thence to take Care of the EfreCls, which 
were particular’y confign’d to thole Ports, and to 
bring back in other Ships fuch as were improper for 
the Markets at Smyrna and Scanderoon. 

The Inconvenkncies in Spain and Portugal were 
full greater ; for they would, by no means, fuffer 

our 
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our Ships, e/pedal!y thofe from to come 
into any of their Forts, much lefs to unlade ; there 
was a Report, that ons of our Ships having by 
Stealth deliver’d her Cargo, among which was fome 
Baies 0i Lnglijh Cloth, Cotton, Kerfyes, and fuchlike 
Goods, the Spaniards caufed all the Goods to be 
burnt, and pimifhed the Men with Death who were 
concern’d in carrying them on Shore. This I believe 
was in Part true, tho51 do not affirm it: But it is not 
at unlikely, feeing the Danger was really very 
giwat, the In fed ion being fo violent in London, 

I^heard likewife that the Plague was carried into 
tiiOie Countries by fome of our Ships, and particu¬ 
larly to the Port of Faro in the Kingdom of Al¬ 
garve ^ belonging to the King of Portugal\ and that 
leva al Perions died of it there, but it was not con- 
firm’d. 

On the other Hand, tho5 the Spaniards and Forr 
tugnefe were fo ffiie of us, it is molt certain, that the 
Plague, as has been faid, keeping at firft much at 
that End of the Town next fVeftminfter, the Mer- 
chandifing Part of the Town, fuch as the City and 
the Water-fide, was perfedly found, till at lead: the 
Beginning of July ; and the Ships in the River till 
the Beginning of Auguft; for, to the firft of July, 
there had died but feven within the whole City* 
and but 60 within the Liberties ; but one in all the 
Parifhes of Stepney, Aldgale, and White-Chappel; and 
but two in all the eight Pariffies of Southwark. But 
it was the fame Thing abroad, for the bad News was 
gone over the whole World, that the City of Lon¬ 
don was infedted with the Plague ; and there was no 
inquiring there, how the Infection proceeded, or at 
which Part of the Town it was begun, or was reach’d 
to. 

Befides, after it began ro fpread, it increafed fo 
fa ft, and the Bill is strew fo high, all on a Hidden, 
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that it was to no Purpofe to JefTen the Report of it, 
or endeavour to make the People abroad think it 
better than it was, the Account which the weekly 
Bills gave in was fufficient; and that there died two 
thoufand to three or four thoufand a-Week, was fuf- 
ficient to alarm the whole trading Part of the World, 
and the following Time being fo dreadful alio in the 

very City itfeif, put the whole WArlo, I fay? upon 

their Guard againft it. 
You may be fure alfo, that the Report of these 

Things loft nothing in the Carriage, the Plague was 
itfeif very terrible, and the Diftrefs of the People ve¬ 
ry great, as you may obferve oi what I nave *aid . 
But the Rumor was infinitely greater, and it muft 
not be wonder’d, that our Friends abroad, as my 
Brother’s Correfpondents in particular were told there, 
namely in Portugal and Italy where he chiefly traded, 
that in London there died twenty thoufand in a Week; 
that the dead Bodies lay unburied by Heaps ; that 
the Living were not fufficient to bury the Dead, or 
the Sound to look alter the Sick, tnat all the 
Kingdom was infedled likewife, fo that it was an 
univerfal Malady, fuch as was never heard of in 
thofc Parts of the World; and they could hardly 
believe us, when we gave them an Account how 
things really were, and how there was not above one 
Tenth Part of the People dead ; that there was 
£;oo3oao left that lived all the Time in the Town ; 
that5 now the People began to walk the Streets 
ao-ain, and thofe, who were fled, to return, there 
was no mifs of the ufual Throng of People in the 
Streets, except as every Family might mifs their Re¬ 
lations and Neighbours, and the like; I fay they 
could not believe thefe I hings; and if Enquiry were 
now to be made in Naples, or in other Cities on the 
Coaft of Italy, they would tell you that there was a 
dreadful Infection'in London fo many Years ago 

in 
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in which, as above, there died Twenty Thoufand 
in a Week, &c. Juft as we have had it reported in 
London, that there was a Plague in the City of Naples? 
in the Year 1656, in which there died 20000 People 
in a Day, of which I have had very good Satisfac¬ 
tion, that it was utterly falfe. 

Bnt thefe extravagant Reports were very preju¬ 
dicial to our Trade, as well as unjuft and injurious 
in themfelves ; for it was a long Time after the 
Plague was quite over, before our Trade could re¬ 
cover itfelf in thofe Parts of the World ; and the 
Flemings and Dutch, but efpecially the laft, made 
very great Advantages of it, having all the Market 
to themfelves, and even buying our Manufactures 
in the feveral Parts of England where the Plague 
was not, and carrying them to Holland, and Flan¬ 
ders , and from thence tranfporting them to Spain 
and to Italy, as if they had been of their own mak¬ 

ing. 
But they were detected fometimes and punifhed* 

that is to fay, their Goods confifcated, and Ships 
alfo; for if it was true, that our Manufactures, as 
well as our People, were infedted, and that it was 
dangerous to touch or to open, and receive the 
Smell of them ; then thofe People ran the Hazard by 
that clandeftine Trade, not only of carrying the 
Contagion into their own Country, but alfo of in¬ 
fecting the Nations to whom they traded with thofe 
Goods; which, considering how many Lives might 
be loft in Confequence of fuch an Action, mu ft be 
a Trade that no Men of Confidence could fuffer 
themfelves to be concern’d in. 

I do not take upon me to fay, that any harm was 
done, I mean of that Kind, by thofe People: But I 
doubt, I need not make any fuch Provilo in the 
Cafe of our own Country ; for either by our Peo¬ 
ple of London, or by the Commerce, which made 
their converfing with all Sorts of People in every 

County* 
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County, and of every confidei able Town, neceffary, 
I fay, by this Means the Plague was firft or laft: 
fpread all over the Kingdom, as well in London, as 
in all the Cities and great Towns, efpecially in the 
trading Manufadluring Towns, and Sea-Ports ^ fo 
that firft or laft, all the confiderable Places in Eng¬ 
land werevifked moreorlefs, and the Kingdom of 
Ireland in fome Places, but not fo univerfally », how 
it far’d with the People in Scotland, I had no Op¬ 
portunity to enquire. 

It is to be obferv’d, that while the Plague conti¬ 
nued fo violent in London, the Out-ports, as they are 
call’d, enjoyed a very great Trade, efpecially to the 
adjacent Countries, and to our own Plantations \ 
for Example, the Towns of Colchefter, Yarmouth, 
and Hull, on that fide of England, exported to HoL 
land and Hamburgh, the Manufactures of the adja¬ 
cent Counties tor feveral Months after the Trade 
with London was as it were entirely fhut up ; like- 
wife the Cities of Briftol and Exeter with the Port 
of Plymouth? had the like Advantage to Spaint to 
the Canaries, to Guinea, and to the Weft Indies ; 
and particularly to Ireland \ but as the Plague fpread 
itfelf every way after it had been in London, to fuch 
a Degree as it was in Auguft and September *, fo all, 
or rnoft of thofe Cities and Towns were infected 
firft or laft, and then Trade was, as it were, under a 
general Embargo, or at a full ftop, as I fhall oh» 
ferve farther, when I (peak of our home Trade. 

One thing however muft be obferved, that as to 
Ships coming in from Abroad, as many you may be 
fure did, fome who were cut in all Parts of the World 
a confiderable while before, and fome who when they 
went out knew nothing of an Infection, or at leaft of 
one fo terrible ; thefe came up the River boldly, 
and delivered their Cargoes as they were oblig’d to 
do, except juft in the two Months of Auguft and Sep- 

temker% 
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tember, when the Weight of the Median lying* 
as I may fay, all below Bridge, no Body durft ap¬ 
pear in Bufinefs for a while : But as this continued 
but for a few Weeks, the homeward bound Ships, 
efpecially fuch whofe Cargoes were not liable to 
fpoil, came to an Anchor for a Time, (hort of The 
POOL *, or frelh Water part of the River, even 
as low as the River Medway, where feveral of them 
ran in, and others lay at the Nore, and in the Hope 
below Grave fend : So that by the latter End of Ofto- 
ber, there was a very great Fleet of homeward 
bound Ships to come up, fuch as the like had not 
been known tor many Years. 

Two particular Trades were carried on by Water 
Carriage all the while of the Infedion, and that 
with little or no Interruption, very much to the Ad¬ 
vantage and Comfort of the poor diftreffed People 
of the City, and thofe were the coafting Trade for 
Corn, and the Newcaftle Trade for Coals. 

The fir ft of thefe was particularly carried on by 
fmall VtfTels from the Port of Hull, and other 
Places in the Humber, by which great Quantities of 
Coro were brought in from Yorkfoire and Lincoln- 
Jkire : The other Part of this Corn-Trade was from 
Lynn in Norfolk, from Wells, and Burnham, and 
from Yarmouth, all in the fame County ; and the 
third Branch was from the River Medway, and from 
Milton, Feverfham, Margate, and Sandwich, and 
all the other little Places and Ports round the Coaft 
of Kent and EJfex. 

There was alio a very good Trade from the Coaft 
of Suffolk with Corn, Butter and Cheefe ; thefe 

' VeiTels kept a conftant Courfe of Trade, and with¬ 
out Interruption came up to that Market known 

ft ill 

* That Part cf the River where the Ships lye up when they 
come Home, is call’d the Pool, and takes in all the'River oa 
both Sides of the Water, from the Tower to Cuckold’s Point, 
and Limehoufe. 
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Rill by the Name of Bear-Key, where they fupply’d 
the City plentifully with Corn, when Land Carriage 
began to fail, and when the People began to be 
lick of coming from many Places in the Country. 

This alfo was much of it owing to the Prudence 
and Conducl of the Lord Mayor, who took fuch 
care to keep the Makers and Seamen from Danger, 
when they came up, caufing their Corn to be bought 
off at any time they wanted a Market, (which how¬ 
ever was very feldom) and caufing the Corn-Fadtors 
immediately to unlade and deliver the Veffels loaders 
with Corn, that they had very little Occafion to 
come out of their Ships or Veffels, the Money be¬ 
ing always carried onboard to them, and put into a 
Fail of Vinegar before it was carried. 

The fecond Trade was, that of Coals from New- 
cafite upon Kyne without which the Cry would 
have been greatly diftreffed ; for not in the Streets 
only, but in private Houfes and Families, great 
Quantities of Coals were then burnt, even all the 
Summer long, and when the Weather was hotteft, 
which was done by the Advice of the Phyficians; 
fome indeed oppos’d it, and infilled that to keep 
the Houfes and Rooms hot, was a means to propa¬ 
gate the Dikern per, which was a Fermentation and 
Heat already in the Blood *, that it was known to 
fpread, and increafe in hot Weather, and abate in 
cold, and therefore they alledg’d that all contagious 
Dikempers are the worfe for Hear, beeaufe the Con¬ 
tagion was nourilhed, and gain’d Strength in hot 
Weather, and was as it were propagated in Heat. 

Others faid, they granted, that Heat in the Cli¬ 
mate might propagate Infection, as lu itry hot Wea¬ 
ther fills the Air with Vermin, and nourifhes innu¬ 
merable Numbers, and Kinds of venomous Creatures, 
which breed in our Food, in the Plants, and even in 
pur Bodies, by the very Stench of which, Inferior} 

may 
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may be propagated ; alfo, that Heat in the Air, or 
Heat of Weather, as we ordinarily call it, makes Bo¬ 
dies relax and faint, cxhaufts the Spirits, opens the 
Pores, and makes us more apt to receive Infedtion, 
or any evil Influence, be it from noxious peftilen- 
tial Vapours, or any other Thing in the Air : But 
that the Heat of Fire, and efpecially of Coal Fires 
kept in our Houfes, or near us, had a quite different 
Operation, the Heat being not of the fame Kind, 
but quick and fierce, tending not to nourifh but to 
confume, and diffipate all thofe noxious Fumes, 
which the other kind of Heat rather exhaled, and 
ftagnated, than feparated, and burnt up *, be fid es it 
was alledg’d that the fulphurous and nitrous Parti¬ 
cles, that are often found to be in the Coal, with 
that bituminous Subfiance which burns, are all af- 
fifling to dear and purge the Air, and render it 
wholfom and fafe to breathe in, after the noxious 
Particles as above are difpers’d and burnt up. 

The latter Opinion prevail’d at that Time, and 
as I muft: confefs I think with good Reafon, and 
the Experience of the Citizens confirm’d it, many 
Houfes which had conflant Fires kept in the Rooms, 
having never been infedled at all; and I muft join 
my Experience to it, for I found the keeping good 
Fires kept our Rooms Meet and wholfom, and I do 
verily believe made our whole Family fo, more than 
would other wife have been. 

But I return to the Coals as a Trade ; it was with 
no little Difficulty that this Trade was kept open, 
and particularly becaufe as we were in an open 
War with the Dutch, at that Time, the Dutch 
Capers at firft took a great many of our Collier 
Ships, which made the reft cautious, and made 
them to flay to come in Fleets together : But after 
fome time, the Capers were either afraid to take 
them, or their Mailers, the States, were afraid they 
fhould, and forbad them, left the Plague fhould be 

v among 
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among them, which made them fare the bet¬ 
ter. 

For the Security of thofe Northern Traders, the 
Coal Ships were ordered by my Lord Mayor, not 
to come up into the Pool above a certain Number 
at a Time, and ordered Lighters, and other Vefifels, 
fuch as the Wood-mongers, that is die Wharf 
Keepers, or Coal-Sellers furnifhed, to go down, and 
take out the Coals as low as Deptford and Green¬ 
wich, and home farther down. 

Others deliver’d great Quantifies of Coals in par¬ 
ticular Places, where the Ships could come to the 
Shoar, as at Greenwich, Blackwal, and other Places, 
in vaff Heaps, as if to be kept for Sale *, but were 
then fetch’d away, after the Ships which brought 
them were gone *, fo that the Seamen had no Com¬ 
munication with the River-Men, nor fo much as 
came near one another. 

Yet all this Caution, could not effectually pre¬ 
vent the Diffemper getting among the Colliery, 
that is to fay, among the Ships, by which a great 
many Seamen died of it § and that which was hill 
worfe, was, that they carried it down to Ipfwich, 
and Yarmouth, to Newcaftle upon Tyne, and other 
Places on the Coaft; where, efpecially at Newcaftle 
and at Sunderland, it carried off a great Number of 
People. 

The making fo many Fires as above, did indeed 
confume an unufual Quantity of Coals; and that up¬ 
on one or two Stops of the Ships coming up, whe¬ 
ther by contrary Weather, or by the Interruption 
of E nemies, I do not remember, but the Price of 
Coals was exceeding dear, even as high as 4 1. a 
Chalder, but it foon abated when the Ships came 
in, and as afterwards they had a freer Paffage, the 
Price was very reafonable all the reft of that Year. 

1 he publick Fires which were made on thefe 
Occafions, as I have calculated it, muff neceffarily 

7 have 
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have coil the City about 200 Chalder of Coals a 
Week, if they had continued, which was in¬ 
deed a very great Quantity ; but as it was, thought 
necedary, nothing was fpar’d ; however, as feme of 
the Phyficians cry’d them down, they were not kept 
a-light above four or five Days ; the Fires were or¬ 
der’d thus. 

One at the Cuftom-houfe, one at Billing [gate*, one 
at Queen-hith, and one at the 'Three Cranes, one in 
Black Friers, and one at the Gate of Bridewel, one 
at the Corner of Leadenhal Street, and Grace-churchy 
one at the North, and one at the South Gate of the 
Royal Exchange, one at Guild Hally and one at 
Blackwell-Hall Gate, one at the Lord Mayor s Door, 
in St. HclenSy one at the Weft Entrance into St. 
Paid’s, and one at the Entrance into Bow Church : 
I do not remember whether there was any at the 
City Gates, but one at the Bridge foot there was, juft 
by St. Magnus Church. 

1 know, feme have quarrelled fince that at the 
Experiment, and faid, that there died the more 
People, becaufe of thofe Fires • but I am perfuaded 
thofe that fay fo, offer no Evidence to prove it, 
neither can I believe it on any Account whatever. 

It remains to give fome Account of the State of 
Trade at home in England, during this dreadful 
Time ; and particularly as it relates to the Manufac¬ 
tures, and the Trade in the City : At the firft break¬ 
ing out of the Infedtion, there was, as it is eafy to 
fuppofe, a very great Fright among the People, and 
confequently a general Stop of Trade; except in 
Provifions and Neceffaries of Life ; and even in 
thole Things, as there was a vaft Number of People 
fled, and a very great Number always fick, befides 
the Number which died ; fo there could not be 
above two Thirds, if above one Half of the Con- 
fumption of Provifions in the City as ufed to be. 

It 
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It pleas’d God, to fend a very plentiful Year of 
Corn and Fruit, but not of Hay or Grafs ; by 
which means Bread was cheap, by Reafon of the 
Plenty of Corn : Flefh was cheap, by reafon of the 
Scarcity of Grafs ; but Butter and Cheefe were 
dear for the fame Reafon, and Hay in the Market 
]uft beyond White-Chapel Bars, was fold at 4 /. per 
Load. But that affeCted not the Poor; there was 
a moft excefilve Plenty of all Sorts of Fruit, fuch 
as Apples, Pears, Plumbs, Cherries, Grapes ; and 
they were the cheaper, becaufe of the want of Peo¬ 
ple ; but this made the Poor eat them to excels, and 
this brought them into Fluxes, griping of the Guts, 
Surfeits, and the like, which often precipitated them 
into the Plague. 

But to come to Matters of Trade ; firft, Foreign 
Exportation being fiopt, or at lead very much in¬ 
terrupted, and rendered difficult; a general Stop 
of all thofe Manufactures followed of Courfe, which 
were ufually brought for Exportation; and tho’ fome- 
times Merchants Abroad were importunate for 
Goods, yet little was fent, the Paflages being fo 
generally (top’d, that the Englifh Ships would not 
be admitted, as is laid already, into their Port. 

This put a Stop to the Manufactures, that were 
for Exportation in moft Parts of England, except in 
fome Out-ports; and even that was foon (top’d ; 
for they all had the Plague in their Turn : But tho* 
this was felt all over England\ yet what was (till 
worfe, all Intercourfe of Trade for home Confump- 
tion of Manufactures, efpecially thofe which ufual¬ 
ly circulated thro5 the Londoners Hands, was (top’d 
at once, the Trade of the City being (lop’d. 

All Kinds of Handicrafts in the City, Etc. Tradef- 
men and Mechanicks, were, as 1 have faid be¬ 
fore, out of Employ, and this occafion’d the putting 
off, and difmijfing an innumerable Number of Jour¬ 
ney-men, and Work-men of all Sorer, feeing no- 
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thing was done relating to fuch Trades, but what 
might be faid to be abfolutely neceffary. 

This caufed the Multitude of fingle People in 
London to ht unprovided for ; as alfo of Families, 
whofe living depended upon the Labour of the 
Heads of thofe families; I fay, this reduced them 
to extreme Mifery ; and I mutt confefs it is for the 
Honour of tne City of London, and will be for 
many Ages, as long as this is to be fpoken of, that 
they were able ro fupply with charitable Provifion, 
the Wants of fo many Thoufands of thofe as afcer- 
wards fell fick, and were diftreffed ; fo that it mav 
be lately aver’d that no Body perifh’d for Want, 
at ea that tne Mtgilrrates had any notice piven 
them of. 0 

1 his Stagnation of our Manufacturing Trade in 
the Country, would have put the People there to 
much greater Difficulties, but that the Matter- 
Workmen, Clothiers and others, to the uttermoft of 
their Stocks and Strength, kept on making their 
Goods to keep the Poor at Work, believing that as 
loon as the Sicknels iliould abate, they would have 
a quick Demand in Proportion to the Decay of 
then Trade at that Time : But as none but thofe 
Malters that were rich could do thus, and that 
many were poor and not able, the Manufacturing 
irade in England fuffer’d greatly, and the Poor 
were pinch’d all over England by the Calamity of 
the City Qf London only. 

It is true, that the next Year made them full 
amends by another terrible Calamity upon the City ; 
10 that die City by one Calamity impoyerifhed and 
weaken d the Country, and by another Calamity 
even terrible too of its Kind, enrich/d the Country 
and made them again amends: For an infinite Quan- 
fTp 1 • ^ wearing Apparel, and other 
things, befides whole Ware-houfes fill’d with 
Merchandize and Manufactures, fuch as come from 

S . all 
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all Parts of England, were confum’d in the Fire of 
London, the next Year after this terrible Vifitation: 
It is incredible what a Trade this made all over the 
whole Kingdom, to make good the Want, and to 
fupply thatLofs: So that, in fhort, all the manufactur¬ 
ing Hands in the Nation were fet on Work, and 
were little enough, for feveral Years, to fupply the 
Market and anfwer the Demands•, all Foreign Mar¬ 
kets alto were empty of our Goods, by the (top 
which had been occafioned by the Plague, and be¬ 
fore an open Trade was allow’d again ; and the 
prodigious Demand at Home falling in join’d to 
make a quick Vent for ail Sorts of Goods *, fo that 
there never was known Inch a Trade all over Eng¬ 
land for the Time, as was in the firft feven Years 
after the Plague, and after the Fire of London. 

It remains now, that I fhould fay fomething of 
the merciful Part of this terrible Judgment • The 
jaft Week in September, the Plague being come to 
its Crifis, its Fury began to affwage. I remember 
my Friend DoClor Heath coming to fee me the 
Week before, told me, he was fure that the Vio¬ 
lence of it would affwage in a few Days; but when 
I faw the weekly Bill of that Week, which was 
the higheft of the whole Year, being 8297 all 
Dileaies, I upbraided him with it, and afk’d him, 
what he had made his Judgment from ? His Anfwer, 
however, was not fo much to feek, as I thought it 
would have been ; look you, fays he9 by the Number 
which are at this Time lick and infeded, there fhould 
have been twenty Thoufand dead the laft Week, in- 
ftead of eightThoufand, if the inveterate mortal Con¬ 
tagion had been, as it was two Weeks ago j for then 
it ordinarily kill’d in two or three Days, now not 
under Eight or Ten •, and then not above One in 
Five recovered ; whereas I have obferv’d, that now 
not above Two in Five mifcarry, and obferve 
it from me* the next Bill will decreafe, and you 

will 
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will fee many more People recover than ufed to do ; 
for tho9 a vaft Multitude are now every where in- 
fedted, and as many every Day fall fick ; yet there 
will not fo many die as there did, for the Maligni¬ 
ty of die Diftemper is abated ; adding, that he be- 
gan now to hope, nay more than hope, that the 
Infe&ion had pafs’d its Grins, and was going off; and 
accordingly fo it was, for the next Week being, as 
I faid, the la ft in September, the Bill decreafed al- 
moft two Thoufand. 

It is true, the Plague was ftill at a frightrul 
Height, and the next Bill was no lefs than 6460, and 
the next to that 5720 ; but ftill my Friend’s Obfer- 
vation was juft, and it did appear the People did re- 
cover fafter, and more in Number, than they ufed 
to do ; and indeed if it had not been fo, what had been 
the Condition of the City of London ? for according 
to my Friend there were not fewer than fixty Thou^ 
fand People at that Time infe&ed, whereof, as 
above, 20477 died, and near 40000 recovered ; 
whereas had it been as it was before, Fifty thoufand 
of that Number would very probably have died, if 
not more, and 50000 more would have fickned ; 
for in a Word, the whole Mafs of People began to 
ficken, and it !ook9d as if none would efcape. 

But this Remark of my Friend’s appear’d more 
evident in a few Weeks more ; for the Decreafe 
went on, and another Week in October it decreas’d 
1S43. So that the Number dead of the Plague 
was but 2665, and the next Week it decreafed 
1415 more, and yet it was feen plainly, that there 
was abundance of People fick, nay abundance more 
than ordinary, and abundance fell fick every Day, 
but (as above) the Malignity of the Difeafe abated. 

Such is the precipitant Difpofttion of our Peo¬ 
ple, whether it is fo or not all over the World, 
that’s none of my particular Buftnefs to.enquire'; 
but I faw it apparently here, that as upon the firff 

S % Friehc 
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Fright of the Infection, they fhun’d one another, 
and fled from one another’s Houfes, and from the 
City with an unaccountable, and, as I thought, un- 
necefiary Fright, fo now upon this Notion fpread- 
ihg, (viz.) that the Diflemper was not fo catch¬ 
ing as formerly, and that if it was catch’d, it was not 
fo mortal, and feeing abundance of People, who 
really fell fick, recover again daily * they took to 
fuch a precipitant Courage, and grew fo entirely 
regardlefs of themfelves, and of the Infection, that 
they made no more of the Plague than of an or¬ 
dinary Fever, nor indeed fo much; they not only 
went boldly into Company, with thofe who had 
Tumours and Carbuncles upon them, that were 
running, and confequently contagious, but eat and 
drank with them, nay into their Houfes to vific 
them, and even, as I was told, into their very 
Chambers where they lay flck. 

This I cou’d not fee rational; my Friend Doc¬ 
tor Heath allow’d, and it was plain to Experi¬ 
ence, that the Diflemper was as catching as ever, 
and as many fell fick, but only he alledg’d, that fo 
many of thofe that fell fick did not die ; but I think 
that while many did die, and that, at beft the Di¬ 
flemper it ielf was very terrible, the Sores and 
Swellings very tormenting, and the Danger of 
Death not left out of the Circumftance of Sieknefs, 
tho? not fo frequent as before •, all thofe things toge¬ 
ther, with the exceedingTedioufnefs of the Cure, the 
Loathfomenefs of the Difeafe, and many other Articles, 
were enough to deter any Man living from a dan¬ 
gerous Mixture with the fick People, and make them 
as anxious almoft to avoid the Infedion as before. 

Nay there was another Thing which made the 
meer catching of the Diflemper frightful, and that 
was the terrible burning of the Cauflicks, which 
the Surgeons Said on the Swellings to bring them 
to break, and to run 5 without which the Danger 

of 
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°F rDJat^ .wai, very grear> even to the la ft ; a!fo the 
unfufferable 1 orment of the Swellings, which tho5 
it m,ght not make People raving and diftrafted, as 
they were before, and as I have given feveral In- 
ftances of already, yet they put the Patient to in- 
exprdiible Torment; and thofe that fell into it, tho’ 
they did efcape with Life, yet they made bitter Coni- 
p aifit- of thole that had told them there was no Dan¬ 
ger, and fadly repented their Ralhnefs and Folly in 
venturing to run into the Reach of it. 
, Sordid this unwary Conduct of the People end 
here, for a great many that thus call off their Cau- 
ttons suffered more deeply ftill • and tho’ many 

f. ,p.d’7et many died 5 and at lead it had this pub- 
lick Mifchief attending it, that it made the De¬ 
cs ea.e 01 Burials flower than it would otherwife 
have been ; for as this Notion run like Lightening 
tiiro . the City, and People’s Heads were poffefs’d 
with it even as foon as the firft great Decreafe in 

B'n,s appear’d, we found, that the two next 
Buis did not decreafe in Proportion ; the Reafon I 
take to be the People’s running fo rafhl-y into Dan- 
ger, giving up all their former Cautions, and Care 
and all the Shynefs which they ufed to pradtife ; de¬ 
pending that the Sicknefs would not reach them, 
or that if it did they fhould not die. 

The Phyficians oppos’d this thoughtlefs Hu¬ 
mour of the People with all their Mighr, and gave 
out printed Dire&ions, fpreading them all over the 
,-tty and Suburbs, advifmg the People to continue 
referv d, and to ufe ftill the utmoft Caution in their 
ordinary Conduft, notwithftanding the Decreafe of 
the Diftemper, terrifying them with the Danger of 
bringing a Relapfe upon the whole City, and telling 
them how fuch a Relapfe might be more fatal and 
dangerous than the whole Vifitacion that had been 
already •, with many Arguments and Reafons to ex¬ 
plain and prove that Part to them, and which are 
coo long to repeat here. 

s 3 But 
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But it was all to no Purpofe, the audacious Crea¬ 
tures were fo poffefs’d with the fir ft Joy, and io 
furpriz’d with the Satisfaction of feeing a vaft De~ 
creafe in the weekly Bills, that they were impene¬ 
trable by any new Terrors, and would not be per- 
fuaded, but that the Bitterriefs of Death was pTs’d ^ 
and it was to no more purpofe to talk to them, 
than to an Ead-wind ; but they open’d Shops, went 
about Streets, did Bunnefs, and converged with any 
Body that came in their Way to converfe with, 
whether with Bufinefs, or without, neither inqui¬ 
ring of their Health, or fo much as being apprehen- 
five of any Danger Dorn them, tho’ they knew 
them not to be found. 
4 This imprudent rafh Condudt coil a great many 
their Lives, who had with great Care and Caution 
fhut themlelves up, and kept retir’d as it were from 
all Mankind, and had by that means, under God’s 
Providence, been preferv’d thro’ alhthe Heat of that 
Infedtion. 

This rafh and foolifh Condudf, I Jay, of the People 
went i'o far, that the Mini hers took notice to them 
of it at laft, and laid before them both the Folly 
and Danger of it; and this check’d it a little, fo 
that they grew more cautious, but it had another 
Effedf, which they could not check for as the firfl: 
Rumour had fpread not over the City only, but in¬ 
to the Country, it had the like Effedt, and the Peo¬ 
ple were fo tir’d with being fo dong from London, 
and fo eager to come back, that they flock’d to 
Town without Fear or Fore caff, and began tofhew 
them fed ves in the Streets, as if all the Danger was 
over : It was indeed furprifing to fee it, for tho’ there 
died {fill from a Thou land to eighteen Hundred a 
Week, yet the People flock’d to Town, as if all 
had been,well. ' v 

1 he Confequence of this was, that the Bills en- 
creas’d again Four Hundred the' very firfl: Week in 

' , s ■ November^ 
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November; and if I might believe the Phyficians* 
there was above three Thoufand fell Tick that Week* 
moft of them new Comers too. 

One JOHN COCK, a Barber in St. Martin's le 
Grand, was an eminent Example of this; 1 mean 
of the hafty Return of the People, when the 
Plague was abated : This John Cock had left the 
Town with his whole Family, and lock’d up his 
Houfe, and was gone in the Country, as many 
others did, and finding the Plague lb decreas’d in 
November, that there died but ^05 per Week of 
all Difeafes, he ventur’d home again ; he had in his 
Family Ten Perfons, that is to fay, himfeif and 
Wife, five Children, two Apprentices, and a Maid 
Servant; he had not been return’d to his Houfe 
above a Week, and began to open his Shop, and 
carry on his Trade, but the Diftemper broke out 
in his Family, and within about five Days they all 
died, except one, that is to fay, himfeif, his Wife, 
all his five Children, and his two Apprentices, and 
only the Maid remain’d alive. 

But the Mercy of God was greater to the reft than 
we had Reafon toexpedf for the Malignity, as I have 
faid, of the Diftemper was fpent, the Contagion 
was exhaufted, and alfo the Winter Weather came 
on apace, and the Air was clear and cold, with 
fome fharp Frofts; and this encreafing (till, moft of 
thofe that had fallen fick recover’d, and the Health 
of the City began to return : There were indeed fome 
Returns of the Diftemper, even in the Month of 
December, and the Bills encreafed near a Hundred, 
but it went off again, and fo in a fhort while 
Things began to return to their own Channel. And 
wonderful it was to fee how populous the City was 
again all on a fudden ; fo that a Stranger could not 
mifs theNumbers that were loft, neither was there any 
mils of the Inhabitants as to their Dwellings: Few 
or no empty Houfes were to be feen, or if there 
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were fame, there was no want of Tenants For 
them., 

I wish I con’d lav, that as the City had a new 
ha?. e5 lo toe Manners of the People had a new Ad- 
pea ranee : I doubt not but there were many that 
retain d a fincere Senfe of their Deliverance, and 
that were heartily thankful to that fovereign Hand, 
that had protected them in fo dangerous a Time; it 
would be very uncharitable to judge otherwife in 
a City lo populous, and where the People were fa 
devout, as they were here in the Time of the Vifi- 
tation it felf; but except what of this was to be 
found in particular Families, and Faces, it muff be 
acknowledg’d that the general Practice of the Peo¬ 
ple was juft as it was before, and very little Diffe¬ 
rence was to be ieen. 

Some indeed faid Things were worfe, that the 
Morals of tne People declin’d from this very time , 
that the People harden’d by the Danger they had 
been in, like Sea-men after a Storm is over, were 
more wicked and more ftupid, more bold and 
hardened in their Vices and Immoralities than they 
were before ; but I will not carry it fo far neither : 
It would take up a Hiftory of no fmail Length, 
to give a Particular of all the Gradations, by which 
the Courfe of Things in this City came to be re- 
ftor’d again, and to run in their own Channel as 
they did before. 

SomeParts of England were now infedled as violent¬ 
ly as London had been ; the Cities of Norwich, Peter- 
borough, Lincoln, Colchefter, and other Places were 
now vifited; and theMagiftrates of London began to fet 
Rules for our Conduct, as to correiponding with 
thofe Cities: It is true, we could not pretend to 
forbid their People coming to London, becaufe it 
was impoftible to know them affunder, fo after many 
CopfultaUQps, the Lord Mayor, and Court of Al¬ 
dermen were oblig’d to drop it: All theycou’d do, 

. . was 
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was to warn and caution the People, not to enter¬ 
tain in their Houfes, or converfe with any People 
who they knew came from fuch infe&ed Places. 

But they might as well have talk’d to the Air, 
for the People of London thought themfelves fo 
Plague-free now, that they were pad all Admoniti¬ 
ons ; they feem’d to depend upon it, that the Air 
was reftor’d, and that the Air was like a Man that 
had had the Small Pox, not capable of being infe&ed 
again; this reviv’d that Notion, that the Infection 
was all in the Air, that there was no fuch thing as 
Contagion from the Tick People to the Sound ; and 
fo ftrongly did this Whimfy prevail among People, 
that they run all together promifcuoufly, fick and 
well ; not the Mahometans, who, prepoffefs’d with 
the Principle of Predeftination value nothing of 
Contagion, let it be in what it will, could be more 
obflinate than the People of London ; they that 
were perfectly found, and came out of the whole- 
fome Air, as we call it, into the City, made no¬ 
thing of going into the fame Houfes and Cham¬ 
bers, nay even into the fame Beds, with thofe that 
had the Diflemper upon them, and were not reco¬ 
vered. 

Some indeed paid for their audacious Boldnefs 
with the Price of their Lives ; an infinite Number 
fell Tick, and the Phyficians had more Work than 
ever, only with this Difference, that more of their 
Patients recovered ; that is to fay, they generally 
recovered, but certainly there were more People 
infedted, and fell fick now, when there did not 
die above a Thoufand, or Twelve Hundred in a 
Week, than there was when there died Five or Six 
Thoufand a Week *, fo entirely negligent were the 
People at that Time, in the great and dangerous 
Cafe of Health and Infedlion ; and fo ill were 
they able to take or accept of the Advice of thofe 
who cautioned them for their Good. 

The 
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The People being thus return’d, as it were in ge¬ 
neral, it was very ftrange to find, that in their in¬ 
quiring after their Friends, fome whole Families 
were fo entirely fwept away, that there was no Re¬ 
membrance of them left •, neither was any Body to 
be found to poffefs or fhew any Title to that little 
they had left *, for in fuch Cafes, what was to be 
found was generally embezzled, and purloyn’d fome 
gone one way, fome another. 

It was faid fuch abandon’d Effects, came to the 
Ring as the univerfal Heir, upon which we are told, 
and I fuppofe it was in part true, that the King grant¬ 
ed all fuch asDeodands to the Lord Mayor and Court 
of Aldermen of London, to be applied to the Ufe of 
the Poor, of whom there were very many : For it is 
to be obferv’d, that tho’ the Occafions of Relief, 
and the Objects of Di it refs were very many more in 
the Time of the Violence of the Plague, than now 
after all was over ; yet the Di ft refs of the Poor was 
more now, a great deal than it was then, becaufe 
all the Sluices of general Charity were now (hut: 
People fuppos’d the main Occafion to be over, and 
fo dop’d their Hands, whereas particular Obje&s 
were (till very moving, and the Diftrefs of thofe 
that were Poor, was very great indeed. 

Tho5 the Health of the City was now very much 
refior’d, yet Foreign Trade did not begin to ftir, 
neither would Foreigners admit,our Ships into their 
Ports for a great while 5 as for the Dutch, the Mif- 
underflandings between our Court and them had 
broken out into a War the Year before ; fo that our 
Trade that way was wholly interrupted ; but Spain 
and Portugal, Italy and Barbary, as alfo Hamburgh, 
and all the Ports in the Baltick, thefe were all fhy 
of us a great while, and would not reffore Trade with 
us for many Months. 

The Diftemper fweeping away fuch Multitudes, 
as I have obferv’d, many, if not all the Guc-parifhes 

0 T were 



the PLAGUE. 267 
were obliged to make new Burying-Grounds, be- 
Tides that I have mentioned in Bunhill-Fields, Tome 
of which were continued, and remain in Life to 
this Day •, but others were left off, and which, I 
confefs, I mention with Tome Reflection, being 
converted into other Ufes, or built upon afterwards, 
the dead Bodies were difiurb’d, abus’d, dug up 
again, feme even before the Flefli of them was pe¬ 
riled from the Bones, and remov’d like Dung or 
Rubbifh to other Places; fome of thofe which came 
within the Reach of my Observation, are as fol¬ 
low. 

1. A piece of Ground beyond Gofwel-Street, near 
Mount-Mill, being fome of the Remains of the 
old Lines or Fortifications of the City, where Abun¬ 
dance were buried promifeuoufly from the Panflies 
of Alderfgate, Clerkenwell, and even out of the 
City. This Ground, as I take it, was fince made 
a Phyfick Garden, and after that has been built 
upon. 11 # 

2. A piece of Ground juft over the Black Bitchy 
as it was then call’d, at the End of Hollow ay-Lane, 
in Shoreditch Parifli •, it has been fince made a Yard 
for keeping Hogs, and for other ordinary Ufes, but 
is quite out of Ufe as a Buryirig-Ground. 

3. The upper End of Hand-Alley in Bifhopfgate- 
Jlreet, which was then a green Field, and was taken 
in particularly for Bijhopfgate Parifh, tho’ many 
of the Carts out of the City brought their Dead 
thither alfo, particularly out of the Parifli of Sr. All¬ 
hallows on the Wall; this Place I cannot mention 
without much Regret; it was, as I remember, about 
two or three Years after the Plague was ceas’d, that 
Sir Robert Clayton came to be poffefl: of the Ground*, 
it was reported, how true I know not, that it fell 
to the King for want of Heirs, all thofe who had 
any Right to it being carried off by the Pefiilence, 
and that Sir Robert Clayton obtain’d a Grant of it 

from 
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fiom King Charles II, Bur however he came by 

if, certain it is, the Ground was let out to build 

on or built upon by his Order : The firft Houfe 

built upon it was a large fair Houfe flill ftanding, 

wh.ch faces the Street, or Way, now called Hand- 
Alley, which, tho’ called an Alley, is as wide as a 

ticet : The Houfes in the lame Row with that 

fjouie Northward, are built on the very fame 

. r°„n w^ere the poor People were buried, and 
the Bodies on opening the Ground for the Founda¬ 

tions, weie dug up, iorae of them remaining fo 
p.am to be feen, that the Women’s Sculls were di- 

bingmfh d by their long Hair, and of others, the 

*Jefh was n0£ quite perilhed; fo that the People be¬ 
gan to exclaim loudly againft it, and fome fuggefled 

tnat it^ might endanger a Return of the Contao-i- 

on: Alter which the Bones and Bodies, as fait °as 

they came at them, were carried to another part of 

the lame Ground, and thrown all together into*a 
e,tep Pit, oug on purpofe, which now is to be 

Known, in that it is not built on, but is a Paffaoe 

to another Houfe, at the upper End of Rofe Alky 
juft againft the Door of a Meeting-houfe, which has 

oeen built there many Years fince ; aud the Ground 

is palifadoed off from the reft of the Pafiage in a 

little Square s there lies the Bones and Remains of 

neai two Thoufand Bodies, carried by the Dead- 
Carts to their Grave in that one Year. 

4- £his, there was a piece of Ground in 
Moorfields, by the going into the Street, which is 

iiow cahed Old Bethlem, which was enlarg’d much 

tho ^not wholly taken in on the fame Occafion. ’ 

. N' B- Ti^ Author of this Journal, lies buried 
in that very Ground, being at his own Defire, his 

Mter having been buried there a few Years be- 
fore. 

5 Stepney Parilh extending itfelf from the Eaft 

pat t of London to jhe North, even to the very 

Edge 
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Edge of Shoreditch Church-yard, had a piece of 
Ground taken in to bury their Dead, clofe to the laid 
Church-yard; and which for that very R.eaion, was 
left open, and is fince, I fuppofe, taken into the fame 
Church-yard ; and they had alfo two other buryino- 
Places in Spittlefields, one where fince a Chanel or 
Tabernacle has been built for Eafe to this Agreat 
Parifh, and another in Petticoat-lane. 

There were no lefs than Five other Grounds 
made ufe of for the Parifh of Stepney at that Time *, 
one where now (lands the Parifh Church of St! 
Paul s Sbadwel, and the other, where now (lands 
the Parifh Church of St. John at Wapping, both 
which had not the Names of Parifhes at that Time, 
but were belonging to Stepney Parifh. 

I cou’d name many more, but thefe comin°- 
within my particular Knowledge, the Circumftanc? 
I thought made it of Ufe to record them 5 from 
the whole, it may be obferv’d, that they were ob¬ 
liged in thisTime of Diftrefs,to take in new burying- 
Grounds in moft of the Out-panfhes. for laying 
the prodigious Numbers of People which died in 
fo fhort a Space of Time; but why Care was not 
taken to keep thofe Places feparaie from ordinary 
Ufes, that fo the Bodies might reft undifturb’d, 
that I cannot anfwer for, and muft confefs, I think ic 
was wrong ; who were to blame, I know not, 

I fhould have mentioned, that the Quakers had 
at that Time alfo a Burying-Ground, let a-part 
to their Ufe, and which they Hill make ufe of, and 
they had alfo a particular dead Cart to fetch their 
Dead from their Houfes ; and the famous Solomon 
Eagle, who, as I mentioned before, had predicted the 
Plague as a Judgment, and run naked thro’ the 
Streets, telling the People, that it was come uoon 
them, to punifh them for their Sins, had his own 

Wife died the very next Day of the Plague, 

and 
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and was carried one of the firft in the Quakers dead 
Cart, to their new Burying-Ground. 

I might hare throng’d this Account with many 
more remarkable Things, which occurr’d in theTime 
of the Infe&ion, and particularly what pafs’d be¬ 
tween the Lord Mayor and the Court, which was 
then at Oxford, and what Directions were from 
Time to Time received from the Government for 
their Condudf on this critical Occafion. But really 
the Court concern’d themfelves fo little, and that 
little they did was of fo fmall Import, that I do 
not fee it of much Moment to mention any Part 
of it here, except that of appointing a Monthly 
Faft in the City, and the fending the Royal 
Charity to the Relief of the Poor, both which I have 

mention’d before. 
Great was the Reproach thrown on thofe Phyfi- 

cians who left their Patients during the Sicknefs, 
and now they came to Town again, no Body cared 
to employ them •, they were called Deferters, and 
Frequently Bills were fet up upon their Doors, and 
written. Here is a Bodlor to be let! So that feveral 
of thofe Phyficians were fain for a while to fit ftill 
and look about them, or at leaft remove their Dwel¬ 
lings, and fet up in new Places, and among new 
Acquaintance the like was the Cafe with the Clergy, 
who the People were indeed very abufive to, writ¬ 
ing Verfes and fcandalous Reflections upon them, 
feuing upon the Church Door, here is a Pulfit to 
be let, or fometimes to be fold, which was worfe. 

It was not the leaft of our Misfortuues, that with 
our Infection, when it ceafed, there did not ceafe the 
Spirit of Strife and Contention,Slander and Reproach, 

which was really the great I roubler of the Nation s 
Peace before : It was laid to be the Remains of the 
old Animofities, which had fo lately involv’d us all 
in Blood and Diforder. But as the late A ft of In¬ 
demnity had laid afleep the Quarrel it feif, fo the 

Govern- 
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Government had recommended Family and Perso¬ 
nal Peace upon all Occafions, to the whole Na¬ 
tion. 

But it cou’d not be obtain’d, and particularly after 
the ceafing of the Plague in London, when any one 
that had Seen the Condition which the People had 
been in, and how they carefs’d one another at that 
Time, promis’d to have more Charity for the future, 
and to raife no more Reproaches : I fay, any one 
that had Seen them then, would have thought they 
would have come together with another Spirit at 
laft. But, I fay, it cou’d not be obtain’d ; the Quar¬ 

rel remain d, the Church and the Prefbyterians 
were incompatible ; as foon as the Plague was re¬ 
mov’d, the diffcnting outed Minifters, who had 
Supplied the Pulpits, which were deferted by the 
Incumbents, retir’d, they cou’d exped: no other % 
but that they fhould. immediately fall upon them," 
and harrafs them, with their penal Laws, accept 
their preaching while they were Tick, and perfecute 
them as foon as they were recover’d again $ this even 
we that were of the Church thought was very 
hard, and cou’d by no means approve of ir. 

But it was the Government, and we cou’d fay 
nothing to hinder it ; we cou’d only fay, it was not 
our doing, and we could not anfvver for it. 

On the other Hand, the Diftenters reproaching* 
thofe Minifters of the Church with going away^ 
and deferring their Charge, abandoning the People 
in their Danger, and when they had moft need of 
Comfort and the like, this we could by no means 
approve \ for all Men have not the fame Faith, and 
the fame Courage,^ and the Scripture commands us 
to judge the moft favourably, and according to Cha¬ 
rity. 

. A Plague is a formidable Enemy, and is arm’d 
with Terrors, that every Man is' not fufficiendy ‘ 
fortified to refill, or prepared to ftand the Shock 

again ft : 
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againfl: It is very certain, that a great many of 
the Clergy, who were in Circum fiances to do it, 
withdrew, and fled for the Safety of their Lives ; 
but 5tis true alfo, that a great many of them (laid, 
and many of them fell in the Calamity, and in the 
Difcharge of their Duty. 

It is true, fome of the Diffenting turn’d out Mi- 
niflers (laid, and their Courage is to be commend¬ 
ed, and highly valued, but thefe were not abun¬ 
dance *, it cannot be laid that they all flaid, and 
that none retir’d into the Country, any more than 
it can be faid of the Church Clergy, that they all 
went away *, neither did all thofe that went away, 
go without fubflituting Curates, and others in their 
Places, to do the Offices needful, and to vifit the 
Sick, as far as it was practicable ; fo that upon the 
whole, an Allowance of Charity might have been 
made on both Sides, and we fhouid have confider’d, 
that fuch a time as this of 1665, is not to be parallels 
in Hiftory, and that it is not the flouteff Courage 
that will always fupport Men in fuch Cafes y I had 
not faid this, but had rather chofen to record 
the Courage and religious Zeal of thofe of both 
Sides, who did hazard themfelves for the Service of 
the poor People in their Diflrefs, without remem- 
bring that any faiPd in their Duty on either fide. 
But the want of Temper among us, has made 
the contrary to this neceffary ; fome that flaid, not 
only boafling too much of themfelves, but revil¬ 
ing thofe that fled, branding them with Cowardice, 
deferting their Flocks, and adting the Part of the 
Hireling, and the like : I recommend it to the Cha¬ 
rity of all good People to look back, and refledt duly 
upon the Terrors ©f the Time y and whoever does 
fo will fee, that it is not an ordinary Strength that 
cou’d fupport it : it was not like appearing in the 
Head of an Army, or charging a Body of Horfe 
in the Field ; but it was charging Death it (elf 

on 
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on his pale Ilorfe ; to flay was indeed to die, and it 
could be efteemed nothing left, efpecially as rhino-, 
appear’d at the latter End of Auguft, and the B° 
ginning of September, and as there was reafon to 
expect them at that time ; for no Man expelled 
and I dare fay, believed, that the Diftemper would 
take fo hidden a Turn as it did, and fall imme¬ 
diately 2000 in a Week, when there was fuch a 
prodigious Number of People lick at that Time 
as it was known there was; and then it was th4 
many fhifted away, that had flay'd moftofthe time 
before. 

Befides, if God gave Strength to feme more than 
to others, was it to boaft of their Ability to abide 
tne Stroke, and upbraid thofe that had not the fame 
Gift anu Support, or ought not they rather to have 
been humble and thankful, if they were render’d 
more ufeful than their Breihren > 

I think it ought to be recorded to the Honour of 
fuch Men, as well Clergy as Phyflcians, Sur- 
geons. Apothecaries, Magiflrates and Officers of 
every kind, as alfo ail ufeful People, who ventur’d their 
Lives in Difcharge of their Duty, as moft cer¬ 
tainly ah fuch as flay’d did to the laid Decree 
and feveral of all theft Kinds did not only ventur^ 
but iofe their Lives on that fad Occafion 

l was once making a Lift of a!] fuch, I mean of 
an tho.e Profeffions and Employments who thus 
cued, as l call it, in the way of their Duty • bu>- ic 
was lmpoffible for a private Man to come at 3 

Certainty in the Particulars; I only remember, that 
tnere died fixteen Clergymen, two Aldermen, five 
Phylicians, thirteen Surgeons, within the City and 
Liberties belore the beginning of September: But 
this being, as I faid before, the great Cnfis and Extre¬ 
mity of the Infeftion, it can be no com pleat Lift: As 
to inferior People, ] think there died fix and forty 

Con. 



274 The HISTORY of 

Conftables and Head boroughs in the two Parifties or 
Stepney and White-Chapel, but I could not carry 
my Lift on, for when the violent Rage of tne Di- 
ftemper in September came upon us, it drove us out 
of all Meafures : Men did then no more die by Tale 
and by Number, they might put out a Weekly 
Bill, and call them feven or eight Thoufand, or 
what they pleas’d j kis certain they died by Heaps, 
and were buried by Heaps, that is to fay, without Ac¬ 
count* and if I might believe fome People, who 
Were more abroad and more converfant with thole 
things than I, tho5 I was public enough for one 
that had no more Buftnefs to do than 1 had, I fay, 
if I may believe them, there was not many lefs bu¬ 
ried thofe firft three Weeks in September than 20000 
per Week *, however the others aver the Truth of 
it, yet I rather chufe to keep to the publick Account %, 
feven and eight thoufand per Week is enough to 
make good all that I have laid of the Terror of thofe 
Times; and it is much to the Satisfaftion of me 
that write, as well as thofe that read, to be able to 
fay, that every thing is fet down with Moderation, 
and rather wifhin Compafs than beyond it. . 

Upon all thefe Accounts I fay I could wifh, when 
we were recover'd, our Condudt had been more 
diftinguiflPd for Charity and Kindnefs in Remem¬ 
brance of the pa ft Calamity, and not lo much a 
valuing our feives upon our Boldnefs in ftaying, as 
if all Men were Cowards that fly from the Hand 
of God, or that thofe, who flay, do not fometimes 
owe their Courage to their Ignorance, and defpiftng 
the Hand of their Maker, which is a criminal kind 
of Defperation, and not a true Courage. 

I cannot but leave it upon Record, that the Civil 
Officers, fuch as Conftables, Headboroughs, Lord 
Mayor's, and SherifPs-men, as alfo Parifb Officers, 
whofe Buftnefs it was to take Charge of the Poor, 

did 
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did their Duties in general with as much Courage 
“s any, and perhaps with more, becaufe their Work 
was attended with more Hazards, and lay more 
among the Poor, who were more fubicft to be in- 
fedfed and in the tnoft pitiful Plight when they were 
«Ken with the Infection : But then it mult be ad' 
t.et, too, that a great Number of them died, indeed it 
was icarce poffibie it fjbould be otherwife. 

I have not laid one Word here about the Ph'Tick 
or Preparations that we ordinarily m He ufe of on this 
errible Gccafion, I mean we that went frequently 

wa?rdlVUManfd-d°Vun SjreCr’ 3S 1 did ; much of this 
as ta,lv d of in the Books and Bills of our Quack 

. oftors, of whom I have Paid enough already. 
it may however be added, that the College of Phv- 
licians were daily poblifting feveral Preparations, 
which they had confioer’d of in the Proceis of their 
Practice, and which being to be had in Prinr I 
avoid repeating them for that reafon. 

One thing I could not help obfervirig, what be¬ 
fell one o. the Quacks, who ptiblifh’d that he had a 
moft exce lent Prefervative againft the Plague which 
whoever kept about them, ftould never be in- 
fefted, or liable to Infedtion ; this Man, who we 
may reaionafaly fjppofe, did not go abroad without 
iome or this excellent Prefervative in his Pocket yet 
was taken by the Didemper, and carry *d oft in tvvo 
or three Days. 

I am not of the Number of the Phyfic-Haters, 
or Phyfic-Defpifers; on the contrary, I have often 
mentioned the regard I had to the Dictates of my 
particulai Friend Dr, Heath; but yet J muff ac¬ 

knowledge, [ made ufe of iittle or nothing, except 
as 1 have obferv’d, to keep a. Preparation of ftrona 
Scent t°^have ready, in cafe I met with any thimr 
of olfenfive Smells, or went too near any buryin” 
'place, or dead Body. 0 
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Neither did I do, what 1 know forne did, ke^p 
the Spirits always high and hot with Cordials, and 
Wine, and fuch things, and which, aslobferv’d, one 
learned Phyfician ufed himfelf fo much to, as that 
he could not leave them off when the Inteftion was 
quite gone, and fo became a Sot for all his Lire 

^fter 
I remember, my friend the Do£lor ws u to fay, 

that there was a certain Set of Drugs and Preparations, 
which were all certainly good and ufefui in the cale 
of an Infection ; out of which, or with which, Phy- 
ficians might make an infinite Variety of Medicines, 
as the Ringers of Bells make feveral Hundred diffe¬ 
rent Rounds of Mufick by the changing and Or¬ 
der of Sound but in fix Bells •, and that all thefe Prepara¬ 
tions fhall be really very good ; therefore, faid he, I do 
not wonder that lo vaft a 1 hrong of Medicines is of¬ 
fer’d in the prefent Calamity •, and almoft every Phyfi- 
dian prefcribes or prepares a different thing, as his 
Judgment or Experience guides him: but, fays 
my Friend, let ail the Prefcriptions ot all the Phy~ 
ficians in London be examined *, and it wid be found, 
that they are ail compounded of the fame things, 
with fuch Variations only, as the particular Fancy 
of the Dodor leads him to fo that, fays he, every 
Man iudmne a little of his own Conflitution and 
m a liner °of his living, and Circumftances of 
his being infeded, may dired his own Medicines 
out of the ordinary Drugs and Preparations: 
Only that, fays he, fome recommend one thing as 
moil fovereign, and fome another •, fome, fays he, 
think that Pill. Ruff* which is call d itfeif the Anti- 
pefiilential Pill, is the belt Preparation that can be 
made *, others think, that Pence Treacle is fuffkient 
of it felf to refift the Contagion, and I, fays he, 
think as both shefe think, viz, that the la ft is good 
to take beforehand to prevent it, and the. la ft, if 
touch’d, to expel it. According to this Opinion, I 
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federal times took LmVeTreacle, and a found Swea.*1 
upon it, and thought myfelf as well fortified againft 
the Infection as any one could be fortified by the 
Power of Phyfic. 

As for Quackery and Mountebank, of which the 
Town was lo full, I liflened to none of them, and 
have obferv’d, often fince, with fome Wonder, that 
for two Years after the Plague, I fcarcely faw or 
heard of one of them about Town. Some fancied 
they were all fwept away in the Infedion to a Man, 
and were for calling it a particular Mark of God’s 
Vengeance upon them, for leading the poor People 
into the Pit of Dedrudion, merely lor the Lucre of a 
little Money they got by them ; but I cannot go 
that Length neither; that Abundance of them died 
is certain, many of them came within the Reach of 
my own Knowledge ; but that all of them were 
fwept off I much queftion ; 1 believe rather they 
fled into the Country, and tried their Pradices upon 
the People there, who were in Apprehenfion of the 
Infedion before it came among them. 

This, however, is certain, not a Man of them ap¬ 
pear’d for a great while in or about London. There 
were, indeed, feveral Dodors, who published Bills, 
recommending their feveral phyficai Preparations for 
cleanfing the Body, as they call it, afrer the Plague, 
and needful, as they laid, for fuch People to take, 
who had been vifited and had been cur’d ; whereas 
I mull own, I believe that it was the Opinion of 
the mod eminent Phyficians at that time, that 
the Plague was itfelf a Sufficient Purge •, and that 
thofe who efcaped the Infedion needed no Phyfic 
to cleanfe their Bodies of any other Things ; the 
running Sores, the Tumors, LiY. which were broke 
and kept open by the Diredions of the Phyficians, 
having diffidently cleanfed them ; and that ail 
other Didempers, and Caufes of Diflempers, were 
effedually carried off that Way , and as the Phy^ 
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ficians gave this as their Opinions, wherever they 
tame, the Quacks get little Bufmefs. 

1 here were, indeed, feveral little Hurties which 
happened after the Decreafe c>f the Plague, and 
which, whether they were contrived to fright and 
diforder the People, as home imagined, I cannot 
fay, but iotne times we were told the Plague would 
return by fuch a Time ; and the famous Solomon 
Eagle, the naked Quaker, I have mention’d, pro- 
phefy’d evil Tidings every Day, and feveral others 
telling us, that London had not been Efficiently 
fcourgkl, and the iorer and feverer Strokes were yet 
behind : Had they Hopp’d there, or had they de¬ 
pended to Particulars, and told us that the City 
fhould the nextYear be dtftroyed by Fire •, then, in¬ 
deed, when we had feen it come to pafs, we fhould 
not have been to blame to have paid more than a 
common Refpedl to their prophetic Spirits, at leaky 
we fhou’d have wondered at them, and have been 
mere ferious in our Enquiries after the Meaning 
of it, and whence they had the Fore-knowledge ; 
But as they generally told us of a Relapfe into the 
Plague, we have had no Concern fince that about 
them *, yet by thole frequent Clamours, we were 
all kept with feme kind of Apprehenfions con- 
ftantly upon us ; and if any died fuddenly, or if the 
Spotted Fevers at any time encreafed, we were pre» 
fently alarm’d , much more ir the Number of the 
Plague encreafed ; for, to the End of the Year, 
there were always between 2 and 300 of the Plague s 
On any of thefe Occafions, I fay, we were alarm’d 
a-new. 

Thofe who remember the City of London before 
the Fire, muft remember, that there was then no 
fuch Place as that we now call Newgate-Market 3 
but that in the Middle of the Street, which is now 
call’d Blowbladder ftreet, and which had its Name 
from the Butchers, who us’d to kill and drefs their 
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Sheep there, (and who it feems had a Cuftom to 
blow up their Meat with Pipes to make it look 
thicker and fatter than it was, and were punifhed 
there for it by the Lord Mayor) I fay, from the 
End of the Street towards Newgate^ there flood two 
long Rows of Shambles for the felling Meat. 

It was in thofe Shambles, that two Perfons fall¬ 
ing down dead, as they were buying Meat, gave 
rife to a Rumour, that the Meat was ail infeded, 
which, tho’ it might affright the People, and fpoiled 
the Market for two or three Days ; yet it appeared 
plainly afterwards, that there was nothing of Truth 
in the Suggeflion : But no Body can account for 
the PofTeffion of Fear when it takes hold of the 
Mind. 

However, it pleafed God, by the continuing of 
the Winter Weather, fo to reflore the Health of the 
City, that by February following, we reckoned the 
Diftemper quite ceafed, and then we were not fo 
cafiJy frighted again. 

There was kill a Quekion among the Learned, 
and at firft perplexed the People a little, and that 
was in what manner to purge the Houfe and Goods 
where the Plague had been, and how to render 
them nabitable again, which had been left empty 
auring the lime of the Plague ; abundance of Per¬ 
fumes and Preparations were preferibed by Phyfici- 
ans, fome of one kind and fome of another, in 
which the People, who likened to them, put them- 
fclv-es to a grcatf. and, indeed, in my Opinion, to an 
unneceffary Expence ; and the poorer People, who 
only fet open their W indows Night and Day, burnt 
Brimkone, Pitch, ar^d Gunpowder, and fuch Things 
in their Rooms, did as well as the beft ; nay, the 
eager People, who, as I faid above, came Home in 
hake, and at all Hazards, found little or no Incon¬ 
venience in their Houfes, nor in the Goods, and did 
little or nothing to them. 

T 4 How- 
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However, in general, prudent cautious People 
did enter into feme Meafures for airing and fweet- 
ning their Houfes, and burnt Perfumes, Incenfe, 
B njamin, Rozin, and Sulphur in their Rooms dole 
fnut up, and then let the Air carry it all out with a 
Blaft of Gun-powder *, others caufed large Fires to 
be made all Day and all Night, for feveral Days 
and Nights *? by the fame Token, that two or three 
were pleafed to fet their Houfes on Fire, and fo 
effectually fweetened them by burning them down 
to the Ground ; as particularly one at Ratcliffs one 
in Holhourn, and one at Wefiminfter \ befides two or 
three that were fet on Fire, but the Fire was hap¬ 
pily got out again before it went far enough to burn 
down the Houfes ; and one Citizen’s Servant, I 
think it was in Thames ftree carried fo much 
Gun-powder into his Mafter’s Houfe, for clearing 
it of the In fed ion, and managed it fo foolifhly, 
that he blew up Part of the Roof of the Houfe. 
But the Time was not fully come that the City was 
to be purged by Fire, nor was it far off *, for with¬ 
in nine Months more I law it all lying in Afhes *, 
when, as feme of our quacking Philofophers pre¬ 
tend, the Seeds of the Plague were imirely de- 
ffroyed, and not before a Notion too ridiculous to 
fpeak of here, fince, had the Seeds of the Plague 
remain’d in the Houfes, not to be deftroyed but by 
Fire, how has it been that they have not fince broken 
out ? Seeing all thofe Buildings in the Suburbs and 
liberties, all in the great Parifhes of Stepney, 
Whitechapel, Aldgate, Bifiopfgate, Shoreditch, Crip- 
plegate, and St. Giles’s, where the Fire never came, 
and where the Plague rag’d with the greateft Vio¬ 
lence, remain ftili in the fame Condition they were 
in before. 

But to leave thefe Things juft as I found them, it 
was certain, that thofe People, who were more than 
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ordinarily cautious of their Health, did take parti¬ 
cular Directions for what they called Seafoning of 
their Houfes, and abundance of coftly Things were 
conium’d on that Account, which, I cannot but 
fay, not only feafoned thofe Houfes, as they defired, 
but hll’d the Air with very grateful and wholefome 
Smells, which others had the Share of the Benefit 
of, as well as thofe who were at the Expences of 
them. 

And yet after all, tho’ the Poor came to Town 
very precipitantly, as I have faid, yet I muft fay, 
the Rich made no fuch Halle ; the Men of Bufmels, 
indeed, came up, but many of them did not bring 
their Families to Town till the Spring came on, and 
that they faw Reafon to depend upon it, that the 
Plague would not return. 

The Court, indeed, came up foon after Chrillmas, 
but the Nobility and Gentry, except fuch as depend¬ 
ed upon, and had Employment under the Admini- 
flration, did not come fo foon. 

I fnould have taken Notice here, that notwith- 
{landing the Violence of the Plague in London, and 
in other Places, yet it was very obfervable, that it 
was never on board the Fleet; and yet, for fome 
time, there was a flrangc Prefs in the River, and 
even in the Streets for Seamen to man the Fleet: 
But it was in'the Beginning of the Year, when the 
Plague was fcarce begun, and not at all come down 
to that Part of the City where they ufually prefs 
for Seamen ; and tho’ a War with the Butch was 
not at all grateful to the People at that time, and the 
Seamen went with a kind of Relu&ancy into the 
Service, and many complained of being dragg’d into 
it by Force, yet it proved in the Event a happy 
Violence to feveral of them, who had probably 
periiFed in tne general Calamity, and who, after the 
Summer Service was over, tho’ they had Caufe to 
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lament the Defolation of their Families, who, when 
they came back, were many of them in their Graves $ 
yet they had room to be thankful, that they were 
carried out of the Reach of it, tho’ fo much againft 
their Wills; we indeed had a hot War with the 
Dutch that Year, and one very great Engagement 
at Sea, in which the Dutch were worded *, but we 
loft a great many Men and fome Ships. But, as I 
obferv’d, the Plague was not in the Fleer, and when 
they came to lay up the Ships in the River, the vio¬ 
lent Parc of it began to abate. 

I would be glad, if I could clofe the Account of 
this melancholy Year with fome particular Examples 
hiftorically *, I mean of the Thankfulnefs to God our 
Prcferver for our being delivered from this dreadful 
Calamity*, certainly the Circumftance of the Delive¬ 
rance, as well as the terrible Enemy we were deliver¬ 
ed from, call’d upon the whole Nation for it* the 
Circumftances of the Deliverance were indeed very 
remarkable, as I have in part mention’d already, and 
particularly the dreadful Condition, which we were 
all in, when we were, to the Surprize of the whole 
Town, made joyful with the Hope of a Stop of the 
Infection. 

Nothing but the immediate Finger of God, no¬ 
thing but omnipotent Power could have done it y 
the Contagion defpifed a I Medicine, Death rag’d in 
every Corner; and had it gone on as it did then, a 
few Weeks more would have clear’d the Town of 
all, and every Thing that had a Soul: Men every 
where began to defpair, every Heart fail’d them for 
Fear, People were made defperate thro’ the Anguifh 
of their Souls, and the Terrors of Death fat in the 
very Faces and Countenances of the People. 

In that very Moment, when we might very well 
fay. Vain was the Help of Man; I fay in that very 
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Moment it pleafed God, with a molt agreeable Sur¬ 
prize, to caufe the Fury of it to abate, even of icfelf, 
and the Malignity declining, as I have faid, tho’ in¬ 
finite Numbers were Tick, vet fewer died ; and the 
very firft Week’s Bill decreafed 1843, a vaft Num¬ 
ber indeed! 

It is impofiible to exprefs the Change that ap¬ 
pear’d in the very Countenances of the People, that 
^burfday Morning, v/hen the weekly Bill came out; 
it might have been perceiv’d in their Countenances, 
that a fecret Surprize and Smile of Joy fat on every 
Bodies Face ; they fhook one another by the Hands 
in the Streets, who would hardly go on the fame Side 
of the Way with one another before; where the 
Streets were not too broad, they would open their 
Windows and call from one Houfe to another, and 
afk’d how they did, and if they had heard the good 
News, that the Plague was abated *, fome would re¬ 
turn when they faid good News, and afk, what good 
News? and when they anfwered, that the Plague 
was abated, and the Bills decreafed almoft 2000, they 
would cry out, God he praifed; and would weep aloud 
for Joy, telling them they had heard nothing of it; 
and fuch was the joy of the People that it was as it 
were Life to them from the Grave. I could almofl: 
fet down as many extravagant Things done in the 
Excefsof their Joy, as of their Grief; but that would 
be to leften the Value of ir. 

I muftconfefs myfelf to have been very much de-» 
jebled juft before this happen’d ; for the prodig!*ous 
Number that were taken Tick the Week or two be¬ 
fore, befides thofe that died, was fuch, and the La¬ 
mentations were fo great every where, that a Man 
muft have feemed to have abled even again ft his 
Reafon, if he had fo much as expected to elcaoe ; 
and as there was hardly a Houfe, but mine. In all 
nvf Neighbourhood, but what was infe&ed ; fo had 
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it gone on, it would not have been long, that there 
would have been any more Neighbours to be infect¬ 
ed ; indeed it is hardly credible, what dreadful Ha- 
voclc the laft three Weeks had made, for if 1 might 
believe the Perfon, whofe Calculations I always found 
very well grounded, there were not lefs than 30000 
People dead; and near 100,000 fallen lick in the three 
Weeks I fpeak of; for the Number that fickened 
was furprifing, indeed it was aftonifhing, and thofe 
whofe Courage upheld them all the Time before, 
funk under it now. 

In the Middle of their Diftrefs, when the Condi¬ 
tion of the City of London was fo truly calamitous, 
juft then it pleafed God, as it were, by his immediate 
Hand to difarm this Enemy ; the Poifon was taken 
out of the Sting, it was wonderful, even the Phyfi- 
cians themfelves were furprized at it; wherever they 
vifited, they found their Patients better, either they 
had iweated kindly, or the Tumors were broke, or 
the Carbuncles went down, and the Inflammations 
round them chang’d Colour, or the Fever was gone, 
or the violent Head-ach was aflwag’d, or fome good 
Symptom was fin the Cafe ; fo that in a few Days, 
every Body was recovering, whole Families that were 
infeCted and down, that had Minifters praying with 
them, and expected Death every Hour, were reviv^ 
ed and healed, and none died at ali out of them. 

Nor was this bv any new Medicine found out, or 
new Method of Cure difeovered, or by any Experi¬ 
ence in the Operation, which the Phyficians or Sur¬ 
geons attain’d to ; but it was evidently from the fe- 
crer inviflble Hand of him, that had at fir ft fent this 
Difeafe as a Judgment upon us ; and let the Athe- 
iftic Part of Mankind call my Saying what they 
pleafe, it is no Enthufiafm ; it was acknowledg’d at 
that Time by all Mankind ; the Difeafe was ener¬ 
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vated, and its Malignity fpent, and let it proceed 
from whencefoever it will, let the Philofophers fearch 
for Reaions in Nature to account for it bv, and la¬ 
bour as much as they will to leffen the Debt they owe 
to their Maker-, thofe Phyficians, who had the lead 
Share of Religion in them, were oblig’d to acknow¬ 
ledge that it was all fupernatural, that it was extra¬ 
ordinary, and that no Account could be given of it. 

If I fhould fay, that this is a vifible Summons to 
us all to Thankfulnefs, efpecially we that were un¬ 
der the Terror of its Increafe, perhaps it may be 
thought by fome, after the Senfe of the Thing was 
over, an officious canting of religiousThings, preach¬ 
ing a Sermon inftead of writing a Hiitory, making 
myfelf a Teacher indead of giving my Obferva- 
tions of Things and this restrains me very much 
from going on here, as I might otherways do : But 
if ten Reapers were healed, and but one return’d to 
give Thanks, I defire to be as that one, and to be 
thankful for myfelf. 

Nor will I deny, but there were Abundance of 
People who to all Appearance were very thankful at 
that Time for their Mouths were (lop’d, even the 
Mouths of thofe, whole Hearts were not extraordi¬ 
nary long affedled with it: But the Impreffion was 
fo ftrong at that Time, that it could not be refilled,- 
no not by the word of the People. 

It was a common Thing to meet People in the 
Street, that were Strangers, and that we knew no¬ 
thing at all of, expreffing their Surprize. Going one 
Day thro’ Aldgate, and a pretty many People being 
palling and repaying, there comes a Man out of the 
End of the Minones, and looking a little up the 
Street and down, he throws his Hands abroad, Lord, 
what an Alteration is here! Why, lad Week I carne 
along here, and hardly any Body was to be feen •„ 
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another Man, I heard him, adds to his Words, 
all wonderful, his all a D>'eam : BldTed be God, 
fays a third Man, and let us give Thanks to him, 
for his all his own doing : Human Help and hu¬ 
man Skill was at an End. Thefe were all Strangers 
to one another: But fuch Salutations as thefe were 
frequent in the Street every Day ; and in Spight of 
a loofe Behaviour, the very common People went 
along the Streets, giving God Thanks for their De¬ 
liverance. 

It was now, as I Paid before, the People had cafb off 
all Apprehenfions, and that too fall; indeed we were 
no more afraid now to pafs by a Man with a white 
Op upon his Head, or with a Cloth wrapt round 
his Neck, or with his Leg limping, occafion’d by 
the Sores in his Groyn, all which were frightful to 
the laft Degree, but the Week before ; but now the 
Street was full of them, and thefe poor recovering 
Creatures, give them their Due, appear’d very fen- 
fible of their unexpected Deliverance ; and I Ihouid 
wrong them very much, if I fhould not acknowledge, 
that i believe many of them were really thankful; 
but I muft own, 'that for the Generality of the People 
it might too juftly be faid of them, as was laid of the 
Children of Ifrael, after their being delivered from 
the Ho ft of Pharaoh, when they paffed the Red-Sea ^ 
and look’d back, and faw the Egyptians overwhelmed 
in the Water, viz. That they fang his Praife, but 
they foon forgot his Works. 

I can go no farther here, I {hould be counted cen- 
forious, and perhaps unjuft, if I fhould enter into 
the unpleafing Work of reflecting, whatever Caufe 
there was for it, upon the Unthankfulnefs and Re¬ 
turn of all Manner of Wickednefs among us, which 
I was fo much an Eye-witnefs of myfelf j I fhali con¬ 
clude the Account cf this calamitous Year therefore 
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with a coarfe but fincere Stanza of my own3 which I 
plac’d at the End of my ordinary Memorandums, 
the fame Year they were written : 

A dreadful Plague in London waSj 

In the Tear Sixty Five, 

Which fwept an Hundred Thoufand Souls 

Away ; yet I alive ! 
H. F. 

FINIS. 

3 
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A Journal of what pajfed in the 
City of M arseilles, &c. 

H T 
H E Coafts of the Levant being al¬ 
ways fufpefted of the Plague, all Ships 
which come from thence for Marfeilles, 
ftop at the Iflands of Chateaudif-, and 

the Intendants of Health regulate the Time and 
Manner of their Quaran tames, and of purifying 
* Tangoes, by tfte Tenor of their Patents (or 
Bills of Health,) and by the State of Health "of 
the particular Places from whence they come. 

The Beginning of May, 1720. we had Advice 
at Marfeilles, that from the Month of March the 
Plague was rife in mod of the Maritime Towns or 
trading Ports of PaleJUne and Syria, 

The 25th of the faid Month of May, the Ship 
commanded by Captain Qhataud, which came from 
thence, that is to lay, from Sidon, Lripoli, Syria, 
and Cyprus, arrives at the faid Iflands} but his 
Patents are clean (i. e. his Certificates imported 
there was no Contagion at thofe Places,) becaufe 
he came away the 31ft of January, before the 
Plague was there. He declares, however, to the 
Intendants of Health, that in his Voyage, or at 
Leghorn where he touched, Six Men of 'his Crew 
died j but he Ihews by the Certificate of the Phy- 
ficians of Health at Leghorn, that they died on¬ 
ly of Malignant Fevers, caufed by unwholfom 
Provifions. 
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The 27th of May, one of his Sailors dies hi 

his Ship. 
The 28th, the Intendants caufethe Corpfetobe 

carried into the Infirmary; Guerard, chief Surgeon 
of Health, views it ; and makes Report, that it 
has not any Mark of Contagion. 

The 29th, the Intendants fettle the purifying of 
the Goods of this Cargo, to Forty Days compleat, 
to be reckoned from the Day the laft Bale fhall be 
carried from it into the Infirmaries. 

The laft of May, three other Veffels arrive at 
the fame Iflands * viz. Two fmall Vefiels of Cap¬ 
tain AiUaud9s from Sidon, whence they came fince 
the Plague was there ; and Captain Fouque9s Bark 
From Scanderoon. 

The 12th of June, Captain Gabriel's Ship arrives 
there likewife from the fame Places, with a foul 
Patent; (i. e. importing, that the Plague was 
there.) 

The fame Day the Officer, whom the Intendants 
had put on Board Captain Chataud9s Ship to fee 
Quarantain duly performed, dies there; Guerard 
chief Surgeon of Health views the Body, and 
makes Report that it has not any Mark of Con¬ 
tagion. 

The 14th of June, the Pafifengers who came in the 
faid Ship, are perfumed for the laft time in the Infir¬ 
maries; and are allowed to enter the City as ufuaL 

The 23d, being the Eve of St. John Baptiji, the 
Grand Prior arrives at Genoa with the King’s GaF 
lies; the Sheriffs have the Honour to welcome him* 
and I to make a Speech to him in the Name of the 
City* 

The fameDay aCabbin-Boy of Captain Chataud9 s 
Ship, a Servant employed at the Infirmaries in. 
purifying the Goods of that Ship, and another 
who was purifying thofe oi Captain Gabriel9s Ship, 
fall lick; the fame Surgeon makes Report that they 
have not any Mark of Contagion. The 
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The 24th another Servant employed to purfy 
Captain Aillaudy% Goods, falls fick likewife; is vi- 
fited and the fame Report made. 

The 24th, and 26th, all Four die one after ano¬ 
ther ; their Bodies are viewed, and Report made 
that they have not any Mark of Contagion. 

Notwithllanding the Reports thus made, the 
Intendants confult and refolve by way of Precau¬ 
tion to caufe all thefe Bodies to be buried in Lime; 
to remove from the Bland of Pomegm the Ships 
of the Captains Chataud\ Aillaud, and Gabriel, and 
fend tnem to a diflant Bland called Jarve, there ro 
begin again their Quarantain; and to inclofe the 
Yard where their Goods are purifying in the Infir¬ 
maries, without buffering the Servants employed 
to air them, to come out. J 

, ^ ^ 2&th of June, another Veflel, beincr Cap¬ 
tain Gueymart s Bark, from Sidon, arrives at the 
aforefaid Iflands with a foul Patent 

The 1 ft of July, the Intendants pafs a Refoluti- 
on, to caufe all the Veffels which were come with 
oul Patents, to Anchor at a good Diftance off the 

Bland or Pomegue. 

The 7th of July, two more Servants fhut up to 
purify in the Infirmaries the Goods brought by 
Captain Chataud, fall lick; the Surgeon finds Tu¬ 
mours in their Groins, and fays in his Report tint 
he does not believe however it is the Plague- He 
pays for his Incredulity, perhaps for not rightly 
undemanding the Diftemper, by dying himfelf 
foon after, with part of his Family. 

The 8th, another Servant fallsTick; the Sumern 
hnds a Swelling m the upper Part of the TWh 
and then declares he takes it to be a Mark of Con¬ 
tagion, and defires a Confultation. 

Immediately the Intendants call three oth-r 
Malter-Surgeons to vifitthefaid Servants: thei- 
ixeportis, that they have all certainly the Plague. 

U 3 °fhe 



( 294 ) 
The 9th, thofe Patients die, they are buried in 

Lime, and all their Apparel is burnt. ^ 
The Intendants refoive to caufe all the Goods ot 

Captain Chataud's Cargoe, to be taken out o t e 
Infirmaries, and fent to be purified on the IAand ot 
Jarre *, and they repair to the Town-Houle to ac¬ 
quaint the Sheriffs, with what has paffed. 

The Matter appearing tobeoi Confequence, they 
write about it to the Council of Marine, and to 
the Marfhal Duke de Pillars, Governor of ^ rovence; 
and M. Ejlelle, one of the chief Sheriffs, with two 
Intendants of Health, are deputed to go to Jix to 
<rive an Account of it to M. Lehret, firft I re idem 
of the Parliament and Intendant 01 Juftice and ot 

The fame Day, M. Peijjonel, and his Son, Phyfi- 
cians, come to the Town-Houfe to give Notice to 
the Sheriffs, that having been caded to a Houfe ,n 
the Square of Lincbe, to vifit a young Man name d 
Eiffalene, he appeared to them to have the Plague. 
" That Inftant, Guards are lent to the Door of 
that Houfe, to hinder any one from coming out 

° The 10th of July that Patient dies, and his Sifter 
foils fick • the Guard is doubled; and it beingjudg- 
ed proper to carry both off; to do it the more 
quietly, and without alarming the People^ it ts 
delayed till Night-, when at Eleven o Clock M. 
Mouftier, another of the chief Shenffs, repairs 
thither without Noife, fends for Servants from the 
Infirmaries, encourages them to go up into t e 
Houfe, and they having brought down the Dead 
and the Sick, he orders them to carry them in 
Litters without the Town to the Infirmaries, caufes 
all Perfons belonging to the Houfe robe condufted 
thither likewife, occompanies them himfelf witn 
Guards, that none might conae near them, and then 

returns to fee the Door of the Houfe clofed up with 

Mortar, < 
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The l i th, Notice is given, that one Boy alls fallen 
lick in the fame Quarter of the Town, Phyficians 
and Surgeons are lent to viflt him; they declare 
he has the Plague, his Houfe is inftantly fecured 
by Guards, and when Night is come M. Mouftier 
goes thither, fends for the Buricrs of the Dead from 
the Infirmaries, and findifig the Patient was newly 
dead, caufes them to take the Corple accompanies 
it, fees it interred in Lime, and then returns to 
remove all the Perfons of that Houfe to the Infir¬ 
maries, and the Door to be clofed up. 

The 12th, all this is told to the Grand Prior, who 
hill remains at Marseilles, the firft Prefident is writ 
to; the Intendants of Health are aflembled, to 
caufe all the Veffels come from the Levant, with 
foul Patents, to go back to the Ifland of Jarre, and 
all their Goods that remain in the Infirmaries to be 
removed thither likewile: M. Audimar, one of the 
Sheriffs, prefided in their Affembly, to influence 
them to pafs this Refolution. 

This, and the following Day, the Sheriffs make 
very fhri(5t Enquiry in the Town, to difcover all 
Perfons who had Communication with thole Dead 
or Sick of the Plague; the mofl fufpefied are fent 
to the Infirmaries, and the others confined to their 
Houfes. 

The 14th, they write an Account of what has 
paffed to the Council of Marine; they refolve not 
to give any more Patents (or Certificates of Health) 
to any Veffel, till they can be fure the Diffemper 
is over. 

The 15th, left from this Refufal to give Certifi¬ 
cates of Health, it fhould be believed in foreion 
Countries that the Plague is in Marfeilles; and left 
this fhould entirely interrupt all Commerce, they 
write to the Officers Conlervators of Health at all 
the Ports of Europe, the real Faff; that is to fay, 
that there are feveral Perfons ill <pf die Contagion 
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in the Infirmaries, but thar it has not made any 
Progrefs in the City. 

The 21 ft of July, nothing of the Plague hav¬ 
ing fince been difcovered in the Town, they write 
it with Joy to the Council of Marine, and continue 
to provide whatever is neceffary in the Infirmaries 
for the Subfiftance of fufpedted Perfons whom they 
have fent thither, and of thole whom they have 
confined to their Houfes. 

Already thePublick, recovered from their Fright, 
begin to explode as ulelefs the Trouble the Sheriffs 
had given themfelves, and all the Precautions they 
had taken; 5tis pretended, the two Perfons who 
died in the Square of Linche, were carried off by 
quite another Diftemper than the Plague: The 
Phyficians and Surgeons a! e upbraided with, having 
by their Error alarmed the whole Town. Abun¬ 
dance of People are obferved to affume the Character 
of a dauntiefs Freedom of Mind, who are foon after 
feen more {truck with 1 error than any others, and 
to fly with more Diforcler and Precipitation; their 
boafted Fimfmefs quickly forfakes them. The 
Truth is, the Plague is to be feared and fhunned. 

The 26th of July, Notice is given to the Sheriffs, 
that in the Street of Lefcalle, a Part of the old Town 
inhabited only by poor People, Fifteen Perfons are 
fuddenly fallen fick: They difpatch thither Phyfi¬ 
cians andSurgeon^; they examine into the Diftem- 
per, and make Report; fome, that ’tis a Malignant 
Fever; others, a contagious or peflilential Fever, 
occafioned by bad Food, which Want had long 
forced thofe poor Creatures to live upon: Not one 
of them fays positively it is the Plague. A Man 
muff indeed have been very well allured of it, to 
lay it; thePublick had already fhewred a Difpo- 
fition to refent any falfe Alarm. 

The Sheriffs do not reft wholly fatisfied with 
this Report, but refolve to proceed in the fame 

Way 
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Way of Precaution, as if thofe Sick were actually 
touched with the Plague; to fend them all without 
Node to the Infirmaries; and for theprefent to 
confine them in their Houfes. 

The 27th, Eight of thofe Sick die; the Sheriffs 
themselves go to their Houfes to caufe them to 
be fearched; Buboes are found on Two of them* 
The Phyficians and Surgeons ftill hold the fame 
language, and impute the Caufeof theDiftemper 
to unwholfom Food. Notwithftanding which 
as foon as Night comes, M. Mouftkr repairs to the 
Place, fends for Servants from the Infirmaries, makes 
them willingly or by Force, take up the Bodies, 
with all due Precautions; they are carried to the 
Infirmaries, where they are buried with Lime; and 
all the reft of the Night he caufes the remaining 
Sick, and all thofe of their Houfes, to be removed 
to the Infirmaries. 

The 28 th, very early in the Morning, Search is 
made every where for thofe who had Communicati¬ 
on with them, in order to confine them* Other 
Perfons in the fame Street fall fick, and fome of 
thofe who firft ficken’d dye. At Midnight M. 
Eftelle (who was come back from Aix) repairs 
thither; caufes the Buriers of the Dead at the In¬ 
firmaries to attend; makes them carry off the dead 
Bodies, and bury them in Lime; and then till 
Day-break fees all the Sick conduced to the 
Infirmaries. 

The People who love to deceive themfelves, and 
will have it abfolutely not to be the Plague, urge a 
Hundred falfe Reafons on that Side. Would the 
Plague, fay they, attack none but fuch poor Peo¬ 
ple ? Would it operate fo (lowly? 

Let them have but a few Days Patience, and 
they will fee all attacked without diflintftion^ with- 
the fwifteft Rage, and the moft dreadful Havock. 
that ever was heard of. * 

Some 
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Some obftinately contend that the Diftemper 

proceeded wholly from Worms: But while they 
pretend to argue fo confidently, trembling with 
Fear in their Hearts, they make up their Pack to 
be the readier to fly: What all others are doing, I 
leave to be imagined ; every one has taken the Fright 
and is ready to run out of the Town, to feek 

Refuge any where. 
In the mean while, the Diftemper continuing in 

the Street of Lefcalle, the 29th of July, and 10 
Days after fucceffively, the Sheriffs are obliged 
to give Nightly the fame Attendance, and in the 
Daw-time to make continual Search after all thofe 
who had Communication with the Sick or Dead: 
People fall fick in feveral other Parts of the Town; 
they are confined in Places by themfelves by Guards; 
fome of them die, and every Night M. Eftelle 
and Moujtier, goby Turns to fee them carried off, 
to remove the reft to the Infirmaries, and to fallen 
up or perfume Houfes; Labours as dangerous as 
toilfom, efpecially when after having fat up and 
ftaid all Ni'ght in the Street, they find themfelves 
obliged to 'apply all the Day after to a thoufand 
other Things no lefs troublefom. 

M. Audimar and Dieude, the other Sheriffs, are 
fatmied on their part with continual Care and 
Pains, arifing from the Increafe of neceffary Bufi- 
nefs in a Town, where the common Courfe of 
Occurrences takes up all the Time the Civil Ma- 
giftrate can bellow. M. Dieude, however, goes 
Two Nights together, to accompany the Officers at 
the removing the Dead and the Sick, 

The Marquis de Pilles, the Governor, is perpe¬ 
tually co-opeiating with them all; he is every Day, 
from Morning till Night, at the Town-Houfe, ap¬ 
plying himfelf indefatigably to all that his Zeal and 
Prudence fuggeft to him; and to all that the main- 
tainingofgoodOrderrequires on fuch an Occafion. 
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The whole Sum in Specie at this time in the City- 

I reafury, is but noo Livres; and his manifest, 
that it the City come to be thoroughly infe&ed ill 
muft perilh for Want of Money fxhis obliged 
Sheriffs to write to the Firft Prefident, to prels him 
earneftly to be pleafed to procure Money for them. 

Bread-Corn being fcarce, is immediately run 
lip to an exorbitant Price; to prevent therefore its 
being hoarded up to make it dearer, an Ordinance 
is uiued at my inftance, to forbid the hoarding it 
on fevere Penalties. Two other Ordinances are 
publifhed at the fame time, forbidding all Perfons 
to have and keep in the Town, any thing that 
might contribute to the fpreading of the Contagion. 
. , 1e 3°th of July, a general View and Inventory 
is taken of all the Provifions in the City i and the 
Sheriffs finding hardly any Bread-Corn, Meat or 
VV ood, and little Money in the Treafury to buy 
Stores with ; all things exceflively dear ; Diforder 
increafing; the Populace as poor as frighten’d; all 
the Perfons of Condition and the Rich already fled • 
They write to M. k Pelletier des Forts, and repre¬ 
senting to him the deplorable Condition of Marfe, 
illes, befeech him to intercede with his Royal Hi»h- 
nefs to grant them fome Supplies. 

The 31 ft of July,. another Ordinance is iffued at 
my Inftance, to oblige all ffrange Beggars to de¬ 
part the City this Day; and thole fettled in the 
Town, to retire into the Hofpital de la Charite, on 
the Penalty of being whipped. 

But this Ordinance is not put in Execution, be- 
caufe we learn the fame Day, that the Chamber of 
v'nations of the Parliament of Aix, on the Rumour 
that the Plague is in Marfetlles, has publilh’d an 
Arret, forbidding the Marfeillians to Itir out of the 
Bounds of their own Tirritory; the Inhabitants of all 
the Towns and Places of Provence to communicate 
With them, or to harbour them 5 and all Muleteers, 

Carriers* 
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Carriers, and all others, to go to Marftitles > for 
what Caufe, or under what Pretext foever, on Pain 
ef Death. 

In this Condition, how could 2 or 3000 Beggars, 
that were then in the City, be turned out of it ? 
Not being able to pals beyond the Limit of the' 
Territory, they Would be conftrained to flay there, 
and to ravage it for Subfiftance. 

The 1 ft of Auguft^ M. Sicard, Father and Son, 
Phyficians, come to the Town-Houfe, to tell the 
Sheriffs, that it is not to be doubted the Diftemper 
in the City is really the Plague, but that they make 
fure Account they fhall put an end to it, if they 
will do what they fhall prefcribe ; which is to buy 
up a great Quantity of Wood, Brufhes and Fag¬ 
gots ; to lay them in Piles, at fmall Diftances, a- 
long the Walls of the Town, and in all publick 
Walks, open Places, Squares, and Markets; to 
oblige every private Perfon to lay a Heap of them, 
before his houfe, in all the Streets in general; and 
to fet them ajl on fire at the fame time, in the Be¬ 
ginning of the Night; which will moft certainly 
put an End to the Plague. 

Every body being willing to make this experi¬ 
ment ; and all the other Phyficians, who are call¬ 
ed daily to the Town-Houfe to give an Acconnt of 
the Progrefs of the Diftemper, not difapproving 
it; the Sheriffs forthwith caufe all the Wood, Fag¬ 
gots, and Brufhes that can be found, to be bought 
tip ; and M. Audimar aud Dieude go with the ut- 
moft Ardour to fee them placed along the Walls, 
and in the publick Walks and Places. 

The 2d of Augufi, they publifh an Ordinance, 
commanding all the Inhabitants to make each a 
Bonfire before his Houfe, and to light it at 9 a- 
Clock at Night, the Moment thofe along the Walls 
and in the publick Places fhall be lighted. This 
is- executed : It is a magnificent Sight, to behold a 

Circuit 
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Circuit of Walls, of fo large, fo vaft Extent, all 
illuminated ; and if this lhould cure the City, it 
would certainly be cured in a moft joyful and a- 
greeabJe manner. 

The Magiftrates, who to fatisfy the Publick, and 
to avoid all Reproach, make fuch Experiments, 
cannot however ileep upon the Succefs promifed 
from them ; Prudence requires they fhould purfue 
proper Meafures, and not be with-held by vain 
Pi opes: They write to the Firfl Prehdent, and de¬ 
fire him, fince the Roads are barricaded againft 
them, to be pleafed to dilpatch for them a Couri¬ 
er to the Court, to reprefent their Mifery, and the 
Inconveniences they have ground to fear, as being 
without a Penny of Money, while they are in Dread 
of wanting every thing, and of having the Cala¬ 
mity of Famine fuperadded to that of the Plague. 

They write to the Council of Marine likewife, 
acquainting them what Number of Sick they adtu- 
ally have, and how many Dead they have carried 
to, and buried at the Infirmaries. 

The fame Day, in the Aflembly held daily at 
the Town-Houfe with the municipal Officers, and 
fuch of the chief Citizens as have not yet fled, M. 
de Pilles prefiding, it was refolved : 

1. That whereas the Number of the Sick in- 
creafes more and more, efpecially in the Street of 
Lefcalle, a Corps de Garde ffiall be polled at every 
Avenue of that Street, to hinder any one’s going 
into, or coming out of it; and that Commiffaries 
of Victualling ffiall be appointed to go and dis¬ 
tribute Provifions to the Families inhabiting that 
Street. 

2. That all the Captains of the City ffiall each 
raife a Company of 50 Men of the Militia, to be 
paid by the City : And that however, the Five 
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( 3°i ) 

Brigades called the Brigades du Privilege dk Pitt, 
with their Officers, ffiall ferve every where as a 
Guard to the Sheriffs in their Marches in the Night, 
to fee the Dead and Sick carry’d oft'to the Infir¬ 

maries. 

3. That the Phyficians and Surgeons already 
employ’d, may be induced to ferve with the greater 
Diligence, and not to demand any Fee ol the Sick, 
they ffiall have Salaries from the City, and be al- 
i(^wcti Sarrots of oiled Cloth, and Chans, for their 
more eafy Conveyance every where. 

4. That feeing the City has no Money, and that 
it mtift indifpenfably be had, Advertifements ffiall 
be publickly affixed, for taking Loans of Money 
at 5 per Cent, to try to get fome by that means : 
And that the Treafurer not being able to come to 
refide at the Town-FIoufe, IVL Bouys, Firft Cieik 
of the Records, ffiall be Caffiier there. 

The 3d of Auguft, the Marquis de Pities, and 
the Sheriffs, being reafiembled with the fame Citi¬ 
zens, appoint 150 Commiffaries in the 5 Parifbes 
of the City, to look each in the Quarter affigned 
him to the Wants of the Poor •, to diftribute to 
them Bread, and other Subfiftance, at the Charge 
of the City •, and to do whatever elfe they ffiall be 
directed for the publick Good and Welfare. 

In that Part of the Town called the Rive Neuve, 
which lies beyond the Port, and extends from the 
Abbey of St. Vittor to the Arfenal, the Chevalier 
Rofe is appointed Captain and Commiffary General. 

And in the Territory, (i. e. the Country belong¬ 
ing to Marseilles) which is like a vaft City, there 
bein°r above Ten thoufand Houfes, called Badides, 
in the 44 Quarters and dependent Pariffies, of 
which it is compofed, befides feveral pretty large 
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( m ) 

Villages; one Captain and fome Commiflaries are 
appointed for each, to take the like Care. 

The fame Day, for preventing Communication 
.among Children, who, as it is faid, are molt fuf- 
ceptible of the Plague, the College and all the 
Publick Schools are fhut up. 

As for the Fires advifed by the Two Sicards, they 
are forborn : Notice is given, that thole Two Phy- 
ficians have deferted the City; belides, there is 
no Wood, Faggots, or Brufhes, to be had; but a 
Quantity of Brimftone is bought up, and dis¬ 
tributed among the Poor, in all Quarters of the 
Town, and the infides of all the Houfes are orde¬ 
r’d to be perfum’d. 

In the Evening, the Marquis de Pilles and the 
Sheriffs, being ftilL affembled in the Town-Houfe, 
Notice is given them, that four or five Hundred 
of the Populace are got together in the Quarter 
call’d /’ Aggrandisement, and are Very diforderly, 
crying out they will have Bread ; the Bakers of that 
Quarter, by reafon of the Scarcity of Corn, not 
having made the ufual Quantity, fo that many Per- 
fons could not be ferved : The Marquis de Pilles 
and M, Mouftier haften thither, followed by fome 
Guards % their Prefence puts a Stop to the Tumult, 
and they entirely appeafe the People, by caufing 
fome Bread to be given them. 

The 4th, the Officers of the Garifon of Fort Stl 
John come to the Town-Houfe, acquaint the She¬ 
riffs that they are in want of Bread-Corn, and de¬ 
fire a Supply from them ; declaring, that other- 
wife they cannot anfwer that the Troops of their 
Garrifpn will not come into the City, and take Com 
by Force. The Sheriffs reply, that they would 
willingly furnifh them if they had Stores fuf- 
ficient; but the Want themfelves are in, is fo 
great, that they cannot do it j and if Violence 

fhoukl 
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fiiould be offered to the Inhabitants, they would 
appear at their Head to defend them. 

The fame Day it being taken into Confideration, 
that the Arret ilTued by the Chamber of Vacations, 
having interdicted all Communication between thd 
Inhabitants of the Province, and thofe of Mar fellies; 
if Things fhould remain at this Pafs, and no Body 
fhould bring in Corn, and other Provifions, we 
fhould foon be reduced to the Extremity of Famine, 
the Sheriffs refolve to have Recourfe to the Firffc 
Prefident. Accordingly they fend to intreat him to 
eftablifh, as had been done formerly, Markets, and 
Barriers for Conference, at certain proper Places, 
whither Strangers, without being expofed to any 
Rifque, might bring us Provifions : At the fame 
time they write to the Procurators of the Country 
of Provence, to be pleas’d to concur therein. It is 
impoffible, certainly, to exert more Companion to 
the Miferies of an afflicted City, than they did; and 
particularly the Confuls of the feveral Towns; Mar- 
feilles will never forget the Services done her in this 
Calamity, nor the Kindnefs, Zeal and Readinefs 
with which they were done. 

The fame Day, the Sheriffs confidering the Dif- 
orders which often happen in a Time of Contagion, 
the Neceffity of uiing fpeedy Means to fupprefs 
them, and of making Examples of Malefactors and 
Rebels ; and that as often as this City has been vi- 
fited with the Plague, as in 1580, 1630, 1649, 
and 1650, our Kings have conftantly granted to 
their Predcceffors in the Magiftracy, by Letters 
Patents, the Power of judging all Crimes finally, 
and without Appeal; they write again to the Firft 
Prefident, defiring him to procure for them from 
his Majefty the like Letters Patents. 

The 5th, they repeat their Inffances to him, to 
get them fupplied with Corn : They write likewife 
to the fame purpofe, to the Confuls of Toulon, and 

to 
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to thole of all the Maritine Towns of the Coafts of 
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Barrier fliall be fixed and that another Market - 
fhall be fettled at the Sheep-Inn, on the Road to 
Aubanc, which is likewife two Leagues from 
Marfeilles ; another for VefTels bringing Provifions 
by Sea, at a Creek called Left ague, in the Gulph 
of the I (land of Marfeilles; and- that at all theie 
Markets and Barriers, the Guards (hall be placed 
by the Procurators of the Country, and paid by 

the Sheriffs of Marfeilles. _ , 
The 8th, this Agreement is confirm d by an 

Arret of the Chamber of Vacations: In Cor.fe- 
quence of which, the Sheriffs write to all the Con- 
fuls of the Towns and Places of Provence, preffing 
them to fend, with all Expedition, Corn, and 
other Provifions, Wood and Coal, to theie 
kets and Barriers, where all fliall be tranfacted 
without Communication. 

They apply themfelves the fame Day to the 
drawing up of general Inftrudtions, in which they 
fpecify'all the Duties the Commiffaries whom they 
have already appointed, are to perform, for re- 
lievino- the Poor, and taking Care of the Sick.. 

In the mean time, it being evident that M. 
Eftelle and MouJUer, who hitherto have fat up by 
Turns every Night, to fee the Dead, Sick, ana 
SufpeSted, carried to the Infirmaries, and Houles 
{alien'd up or perfumed, cannot poffibly undergo 
fUch Fatigues much longer; especially the Dif- 
temper beginning to break out in diveis Quaiters 
of the Town, far diftant from each other •, altho 
M. Auiimar and Dieude offer’d to relieve them j 
The Marquis de Pilles judging it neceffary they 
fhould manage their Health and Life, it was re- 

folved in the Affembly,. ' . A 

i. That Carts fliall be ufed to carry off the 
Dead -, that all the fturdieft Beggars who can be 
found, fliall be feized, aud made Buricrs of the 
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Dead; that Four Lieutenants of Health iliall dire& 
triem, and JVf. Bowist^ Lieutenant to the Cjovernor, 
iha.ll command them, 

2. Men fliall forthwith be fet to work, to dio- 
large and deep Pits without the Walls of the Townt 
in which the Deadfhall be buried with Lime. 

3‘ Pcft-Houfe ot Hofpital fhali be mi me- 
diately eftablilh’d: The Hofpital de la Cbarite is 
iirlt thought of ; but the Difficulty of removin'' 
out ol it, and lodging elfewhere, above 800 of both 
Sexes who are in it, renders it neceffary to refolve 
upon that des Cenvalefcens, which is near the Walls 
ot the Town, on the fide of the Gate of St. Bernard 
du Bois. 

The 9th of Augujl, it is obferv’d that fame 
i hyficians, and almoft all the Mafter-Sumeons 
are fled. An Ordinance is ifliied at my Inftance 
to oblige them to return; on the Penalty to the 
formei, ot being expell d for ever from the Col¬ 
lege of their Faculty ; and to the latter, of beino- 
expeli’d the Company of Surgeons, and of being 
proceeded againlt extraordinarily. b 

Another Ordinance is publilh’d at mv InFance 
forbidding Butchers, when they flea and cut up Beef 
or Mutton at the Slaughter-Houfc, to blow it up 
with their Mouth, by which the Plague might be 
communicated to the Meat; but to make uft of 
Bellows, on Pain of Death. 

Another, foi oidding Bakers to convert into 
Bifcuit, the Meal the City gives them to make 
Bread of for the Poor; or to make any White 
Bread, in order to prevent their bolting the Meal 
defigned for the Poor’s Bread. 

1 And,,an,0tkr’ ^bidding all Perfons to divert 
tne pubhek Waters ior overflowing their Grounds- 
that the Conduits may not beconfe dry-, but ffiat 
Water may run the more plentifully through all 

fo 2 the 
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the Streets of the City to carry off the Filth. 
This Day and the following, it is found not a 

little difficult, to get all that had been refolved 
upon the Day before put in Execution: Carts, 
Horfes, Harnefs are wanted •, they muft be had 
from the Country, and no Perfon will furnilh them 
to ferve to carry infefted Bodies. 'Men are wanted 
to harnefs the Horfes, to put them to the Carts, 
and to drive them*, and every one abhors lending 
a Hand to fo dangerous a Service. Buriers of the 
Dead are wanted to take them out of the Houfes; 
and tho’ exceffive Pay be offered, the pooreft of 
the Populace dread fuch hazardous Work, and 
make all poffible Efforts to ihun it. Peafants are 
wanted to open the Pits, and none will come to dig, 
fuch Affright and Horror has feiz’d them: The 
Sheriffs are oblig’d to exert themfelves to the utmoft, 
to get fome by Management, and others by Force 

and Rigor. 
To put into Order as fpeedily as is requifite, a 

Peft-Houfe, and to furnilh it with all Neceffaries, 
which are almoft numberlefs, is a Talk no lets 
perplexed with Difficulties. The Hofpital des 
Convalefcens, which was refolved to be made ufe of, 
is found to be too little ; it is neceffary to enlarge 
it, by joining to it a Building called the Jas, which 
ftands very near it *, a Thouland things are to be 
done, and yet none could eafily be made to ftir 
about them: M. Moujlier is obliged to repair thi¬ 
ther, and to abide upon the Spot; and by keeping 
Hands at Work Night and Day, he makes fuch 
Expedition, that in 4^ Hours he gets it put in Or¬ 
der, all Neceffaries forted and laid ready, and the 
whole made fit to receive the Sick. 

A very great Difficulty ftill remains, which is 
to find Stewards, Overfeers, Cooks, and other 
lower Officers, and efpecially fo great a Number 
of Servants as are reqnifite to tend the Sick: Ad- 

vertifements 
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vertifements are affixed throughout the City, to 
invite thole fordid Creatures whom Avarice draws 
into Dangers, or thofe of better Mind's, whom 
luperabundant Charity difpofesto devote themlelves 
tor the Publick; and by feeking kch out, by 
encouraging, giving, and promifing, they are pro¬ 
cured: Apothecaries and Surgeons are en°-au-ed- 
and two Phyficians, Strangers, named GW;?’ 
come in voluntarily, and offer their Service, and 
to be ffiutup in the Holpital: Unhappily, Death 
puw an End too foon to their Charity and Zeal, 

hree Pits of Sixty Foot long, as many broad, 

f/1 wW^nt:y *our ^eeP? are begun at once without 
the Walls, between the Gate of Aix and that of Jo- 

lfe'- Tn- COmPel the Peafants to work at them, 
r is obliged to keep with them daily, ex- 

pofed to the Heat of the Sun. 

n The. Che^*cr Rofe, appointed Captain and 
Com miffary General at the Rive Name, beyond 
the Port, does the fame: Fie puts into proper Or¬ 
der another vaft Hofpital, under the Sheds of a 
Kope-yard; caufes large and deep Pits to be duo- 

near the Abbey of St. Viflcr-, gets together Carts? 
urur3 o the Dead, and all Perlons needful to 

look to the Living, the Dying, and the Dead; 
and what is no lefs remarkable than his Activity, 
his Courage, and his Zeal for his unfortunate 
Country, he furniffies out of his own Purfe the 
great Expences neceflary tor maintaining that Hof- 
pital, and the many Hands he employs, without 
troubling himfelf when and how he lhall be reim- 
burfed. 

No fooner are thefe Peft-Houfes in any Readi- 
nefs to receive the Sick, but in lefs than Two 
Days tney are quite filled; but are not Ion j f0 by 
thofe who are carried thither: The Diftemper is fo 
violent, that thofe who are brought in at Nio-ht are 
carried out next Day to the Pits; and fo the' Dead 
make Room every Day fucceffively for the Sick. 

^ 3 The 
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The 12th of Auguft, M. de Chicoyneau. and Verny,, 

the chief Phyficians of Montpellier, arrive at the 
Barrier of Notre-Dame, to come and examine, by 
Order of his Royal Highnefs, the true Nature of 
the Diftemper that afflicts this City : Lodgings are 
made ready for them, and a Coach is fent to bring 
them hither from the Barrier. ' 

The 13th, the Marquis de Pilles, and the she¬ 
riffs invite them to the Town-Houfe, whither they 
had fummoned all the Phyficians and Mafter-Sur- 
aeons of the City ; after they had conferred a long. 
Time upon the Symptoms of the Diftemper, they 
agree among themfeives, to go together the follow- 
ins Days, to vifit as well the lick in the Hofpitals, 
as thoie in the feveral Quarters ot the * oW1b 
and to make fuch Experiments as they fhould 

ludge proper. 
Hitherto the Diftemper has not exerted all its 

Rao-e • it kills indeed thole it femes, hardly one eft 
cainner. and whatever Houfe it enters, it carries off 
the whole Family 5 but as yet, it has fallen only on 
the poorer Sort of People, which keeps many Per- 
fons in a falfe Notion, that it is not really the 
plague, but proceeds from bad Diet and Vv ant of 
other Neceffaries: thofe who ufethe Sea, and have 
frequently feen the Plague in the Levant, think they 
obferve lbme Difference : In fhort, abundance of 
People ftill remain in doubt, and expedhng with 
the utmoft Impatience the Decifion ot the Phyfici¬ 
ans of Montpellier, to determine them whether to 

flay or fly. . , _ .. c 
The 14th, the Sheriffs write to the Council ot 

Marine, 010ft humbly to thank his Royal High- 
nefs for his Care and Goodnefs, in lending to them 

-thefe Phyficians. 
The 15th, they write to the Marfhal de Vtllars, 

to acquaint him with the Condition of the City, 
‘ and 
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and die extreme Want it is in, having near a hun¬ 
dred thoufand Souls in it, without Bread and with¬ 
out Money: they write likewife to M. de Bernage, 
Intendant in Languedoc, and to the Marquis de 
Caylus the Commanding Officer in Provence, then 
at Montpellier, to defire them to procure them 
Bread-Corn, to preferve them from Famine, which 
they had no lefs Reafon to fear than the Plague. 
The Marquis de Caylus has the Goodnefs to en¬ 
gage his own Credit for procuring them a good 
Quantity. 

The 16th being the Feftival of St. Roch, which 
has at all Times been folemnized at Mar fellies, 
for imploring Deliverance from the Plague, the 
Marquis de Pilles^ and the Sheriffs, for preventing 
Communication, would have the Proceffion ufuaily 
made every Year, in which the Buff and Relicks 
of that Saint are carried, be now forborn; but they 
are obliged to yield to the Outcries of the People, 
who become almolt raving in Matters of Devotion, 
when they are under fo terrible a Scourge as the 
Plague, whofe dire Effedts they already feel; they 
even judge it convenient to affift at the Proceffion 
themfelves, with all their Halbardiers and Guards, 
to hinder its being followed by a Crowd, and to 
prevent all Diforder. 

The 17th the Phyficians of Montpellier come to 
the Town-Houfe, to acquaint the Sheriffs with 
what they have difeover’d of the Nature of the 
Diftemper, and in plain Words declare it to be 
certainly the Plague. 

But confidering how many People have already 
left the City, and that the Terror and Affright in it 
have put all into Confufion, they think fit, left 
they ffiould increafe it, to difiemble; and that, for 
quieting Peoples Minds, a publick Notification 
ffiould be affixed; importing, that they find the 
Diftemper to be only a contagious Fever, Occa- 

X 4 Boned 
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fioned by unwholfom Dirt, and that it will foon 
ceafe by the Supplies which are preparing to be 
lent in from all Parrs, and which will produce 
Plenty of all Things. 

This Notification is forthwith affixed, but with¬ 
out any Eftedt: the Mortality which for fome Days 
pail has extremely increas’d, the Malignity and 
Violence with which it begins to rage in all Parts 
without Diftindlion, and the Suddennefs with 
which it is obferv’d to communicate it felf imper¬ 
ceptibly, has already convinced the moft obftinate, 
and thofe who were moft difpofed to deceive them- 
felves, that it is really the Plague j and without 
waiting to hear or reafon any longer, every one runs 
away jfo precipitately, that all the Gates of the 
Town are hardly fufficient to let out the Crowds. 

Were thofe only the ufelefs Mouths, nothing 
could be more convenient and beneficial; but the 
moft neceffiary Perfons, and even thofe whofe 
Funftions oblige them moft indifpenfably to tarry, 
are the forwarded: to defers almoft all the Inten- 
dants of Health, thofe of the Office of Plenty, 
theCouncellors of the Towrn, the Commiffaries de 
Police, the chief Diredlor of the Hofpitals and o- 
ther Houfes of publick Charity •, the very Commif- 
faries, who but a few Days ago, were eftabliffied 
in the Parifhes and Quarters to take care of reliev¬ 
ing the Poor-, the Tradefmen of all Profcffions, 
and thofe who are the moft neceffiary in Life, the 
Bakers, the Sellers of Provifions and common 
Neceffaries; even thofe whofe Duty is to watch 
others, and hinder them from leaving the Town ; 
that is to fay, the Captains and Officers of the 
Militia, do all defert, abandon, and fly from the 
City: In ffiort, the Marquis de Pilles, and the 
Sheriffs are left by themfelves, with the Care upon 
them of an infinite Number of poor People, ready 
to attempt any Thing in the Extremity to which 
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they are reduced by Want, and by the Calamities 
which are multiplied by the Contagion. 

The Town has now an AfpeCt that moves Com¬ 
panion; an Air of Defolation appears throughout; 
all the Shops are every where Unit up ; the great- 
eft Part of the Houfes, Churches and Convents 
all the publick Markets and Places of Refort are 
deferted; and noPerlon to be found in the Streets 
but poor groaning Wretches ; the Port is empty! 
the Gallies have withdrawn from the Keys, and 
are enclofed within a Stockade on the Side^ of the 
Arfenal, where the Bridges are drawn up, and high- 
Barriers erected, and all the Merchant-Ships and 
VeiTels have left the Wharfs, and gone out to An¬ 
chor at a diftance. 

This proud MarfeiUes, but a few Days before fo 
flourilhing ; this Source of Plenty, and (if I may 
ule the Expreflion ) of Felicity ; is become the 
true Image of Jerufalem in its Defolation: Happy 
ftiil if it could flop here; and if the Hand which 
has begun to chaftife her, did not within lefs than 
Two Weeks, render her the moft dreadful Scene of 

human Mifery, that ever Deftrudtion formed in 
any City of the World. 

The 18 th, a Crowd of People from the Quarter 
of St. John come before the Gates of the Town-. 
Houfe, crying out that they will have Wine; and 
that there is no body left in the Town who will fell 
any. The Guards make ready to drive them 
away, M. Eddie repairs thither, and foon after 
M. Mouftier; they pacify them, promife to let them 
have what they defire; and accordingly an Ordi¬ 
nance is immediately publilhed, commandino- all 
thofe whohave Wine by them, to expofe u to 
Sale all that Day, otherwife their Cellars to be 
broke open, and the Wine fold by the Guards, 
who lhall go the Rounds through all the Quarters! 

At 
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At this Time the Contagion has fpread' into all 

Parts of the Town, notwithftanding all the Care 
and Pains taken to hinder Communication, and 
begins to make a general Ravage : It is neceffary 
for carrying off the Dead, to employ in the Streets 
a great Number of Carts, and efpecially to increafe 
the Number of Buriers of the Dead. 

But this is utterly impoffible, almoft all of that 
Sort of People of the Town that could be facri- 
freed in fo dangerous a Work are confumed •, they 
do not live in it above Two Days ^ they catch the 
Plague the firft Corpfe they touch, whatever Pre¬ 
caution is ufed •, they are furnifhed with Hooks 
faflened to the End of long Staves ; but the com¬ 
ing any thing near the Bodies infefts them : They 
are paid no lefs than fifteen Livres a Day; but as 
alluring a Bait as that is to beggarly Wretches, 
they will not touch it, in the Sight of certain and 
inevitable Death ^ they muff be hunted for, and 
dragged to the Work by downright Force : Now 
whether they are able to keep themfelves hid, or 
whether they are all dead, there are no longer any 
to be found ; in the mean while, the dead Bodies 
remain in the Houfes, and at the Gates of the 
Hofpitals, call in Heaps one upon another, there 
being no Means to remove them and bury them in 
the Pits. 

In this Extremity the Sheriffs have Recourfe to 
the Officers commanding the Gallies, moft ear- 
neftly befeeching them to let them have fome of 
their Slaves to ferve for Buriers of the Dead, 
offering them Security for fupplying their Room 
at the Cofl of the City, or to make the Lofs good 
to his Majefty. They condefcend, confidering 
the abfolute Neceffity, to give them Twenty Six 
of their Invalids, to whom they promife Liberty 
to excite them to the Work. 

It 
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It cannot be denied that the City was in feme 

Meafure faved by the Help of thefe Slaves, and 
of thofe afterwards granted, but it will be allow¬ 
ed too, that to Sheriffs who are opprefs’d with 
the Weight of Bufinefs, and deferted by all Per- 
fons on whom they could repofe any Part of their 
Care, fuch Buriers of the Dead are very burthen- 

fom. 
They are deftitute of all Neceffaries; they muft 

be provided with Shoes when there are neither 
Shoes nor a Shoemaker left in the City : They 
muft have Lodgings and Victuals, and no Body 
will harbour, or come near, or have any Commu¬ 
nication with Gaily Slaves, Buriers of infected 
Bodies : A watchful Eye muft be kept over them 
Night and Day; they rob all Houles from whence 
they fetch the dead Bodies *, and not knowing how 
to harnefs the Horfes, or drive the Carts, they of¬ 
ten overturn them, breaking the Carts or the 
Harnefs, which cannot be mended ; not only be¬ 
cause there is neither Wheelwright nor Collar- 
maker left, but becaufe no Body will touch Things 
infedted •, fo that the Sheriffs muft be continually 
begging or borrowing oi Carts from the Country, 
where every Body contrives to hide them ; and 
muft often be at a Stand in a Work requiring the 
moil Hafte of all others, which thofe Slaves aftedt 
to perform fo {lowly and lazily, that it is very 
provoking. 

In what City of the World was it ever feen, 
that the Confuls wTere haraffed with fo many Cares, 
and reduced to the Neceftity of going through all 
the difmal and dangerous Offices, to which the 
Sheriffs of Mar fellies are forced to facrifice them- 
felves ? Seeing that very quickly, to oblige thofe 
Slaves to make more Difpatch, and carry oft pu- 
trifted Bodies which they cannot endure to touch, 
nor even fo much as to approach, without being 
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excited and urged on, the Sheriffs are forced to 
put themfelves at their Head, and go the foremoft 
where the Infection rages moft, to make them 
carry them off*: M. Moujlier for near Two Months 
together was forced to rife conftantly at Day-break, 
to fee them put the Horfes to the Carts, and pre¬ 
vent their breaking them 9 to follow them to 
the Pits, left they Ihould leave the Bodies on the 
Sides of the Pits without burying them; and at 
Night to fee the Horfes unharneffed, put into the 
Stables, and the Harnefs hung where they may be 
found next Morning, and thereby prevent the In- 
conveniencies which might interrupt the Continu¬ 
ance of a Work, the Delay of which is dange¬ 
rous. Even the Roman Confuls, fo full of the 
Love of their Country, did certainly never carry 
their Zeal to fo high a Pitch. 

The 19th, Perfons are chofen in all the Pariffies 
to make Broth for the fick Poor, and to diftri- 
bute it among them ; and a particular Hofpital is 
eftablilhed, which the moft moving Accidents 
fuch a Calamity can produce, rqgder abfolutely 
necelTary. 

Many Women who fuckled Children, dye of 
the Contagion *, and the Infants are found crying 
in their Cradles, when the Bodies of the Mothers 
or Nurfes are taken away; no Body will receive 
thefe Children, much lefs fuckle or feed them : 
There is no Pity ftirring in the Time of a Plague, 
the Fear of catching the Contagion ftifles all Sen¬ 
timents of Charity, and even thofe of Humanity : 
To fave as many as pofiible of thefe little Inno¬ 
cents, and of fo many other unjiappy Children 
of tender Age, whom the Peftilencb has made Or¬ 
phans, the Sheriffs take the Hofpital of St. James 
of Galicia, and the Convent of the Fathers of Lo- 
retto, which were become empty by the Death or 
Flight of all thofe Monks * and there Care is tak/en . 

to 
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to Feed them, "with Spoon-Meat, or by holding 
them to Goats to fuck. The Number of them it 
fo great, that tho’ 30 or 40 die in a Day, there 
are always 12 or 1300, by the Addition of thofe 
who are brought in fucceflively every Day. 

The 20th, Part of the Slaves, which had been 
received into the Town but Two Days before, are 
ftruck with the Plague, and difabled from Work¬ 
ing ; more are afked of the Officers of the Gallies, 
who grant Thirty-Three. 

This Day all the Millers and Bakers ceafing to 
work, becaufe almoft all their Servants have left 
them and fled, an Ordinance is iffued at my In¬ 
stance, requiring the Deferters to return, and to for¬ 
bid thofe who remain to leave their Mafters, on 
Pain of Death. Not one Mafon is left in the 
Town, and divers Works are wanting to be done 
in the Church-Yards, and the Hofpitals. A like 
Ordinance is publifhed, to compel them to return ; 
and another forbidding the carrying out of the 
Town, Meal or Brown Bread, defigned for fub- 
li fling the Poor, on the Penalty of a Fine and 
Confifcation. 

The 21 ft, the Peftilence begins to rage with fo 
much Fury, and the Number of the Dead is mul¬ 
tiplied fo fuddenly, that it appears impoflibJe to 
carry them off in Carts to the Pits without the 
Town; becaufe the Carts cannot well go to the 
upper Quarter of St. John, nor to feveral others 
of the old Town, the Streets of which are narrow 
and fteep, and yet the greateft Number of dead 
Bodies lies in thofe Streets, which are inhabited by 
Multitudes of the meaneft People ; and befldes, ic 
is fo far from thence to the Pits without the Walls, 
that there is no doing fo much Work without fall¬ 
ing into the Inconvenience of leaving many Bodies 
behind, which would poifon the Air, and breed a 
general Infe&ion* 

Upon 
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Upon this and other perplexing Difficulties, 
which require the Advice of a Number of judici¬ 
ous Perfons, the Marquis de P tiles, and the She¬ 
riffs defire the General Officers of the Gallies, to 
affemble with them at the Town-Houfe, and give 
them their Advice: It is there refolved, 

1. That for the Reafon above fpecified, and for 
avoiding the Inconveniencies which 5tis apprehend¬ 
ed might be fatal, the Dead ffiall be buried in the 
Pits without the Walls, and alfo in the Vaults of 
the Churches of the Jacobinesy the Obfervantines, of 
the Grand Carmelites, and of Loretto ; that thefe 
Churches being fituate in the upper Town, where 
is the greateft Number of dead Bodies, and where 
the Carts cannot eafily pafs * a kind of Biers ffiall 
be made, on which the Slaves, ffiall carry off thofe 
Bodies from thence ; that at each Church, Heaps 
of Lime ffiall be laid, and Barrels of Water pla¬ 
ced, to be thrown into the Vaults, and when they 
clofed up with a Cement, are filled, that they be 
fo that no Infection may exhale. 

2. That a trufty Perfon with fome Guards on 
Horfeback, ffiall march at the Head of the Carts, 
and with each Brigade of Slaves, to make them 
work diligently, and prevent their lofing Time in 
Healing. 

3. Left the Pits and the feveral Church-yards in 
which the Dead are buried, ffiould exhale the In¬ 
fection, for want of being filled up and covered 
with the neceffary Quantity of Earth and Lime *, 
a general and exaCt View ffiall be taken, and fuffi- ' 
dent Heaps of both lliall be laid there. 

4. Several PariffieS and Quarters being deftitute 
of Commifiaries, who have tied, and Perfons to 

fup- 
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fupply their Room not being to be found, each 
Convent fhall be obliged to furnifh Monks to a£t 
as Commiffaries in thofe Quarters where they are 
wanted. 

5. For preventing Communication, the Bifhop 
fhall be defired to caufe all Divine Service in the 
Churches to ceafe. 

6. To keep the Populace in Awe and obedient 
to Orders, Gibbets fhall be fet up in all the pub- 
lick Places. 

The 21 It,' the Sheriffs acquainting the Council 
of Marine with the Increafe of the Contagion, 
defire them to allow all ordinary Bufinefs to re¬ 
main fufpended for the future, that they may ap¬ 
ply themfeltfes entirely to what regards the pub- 
lick Health only,. 

When the Plague rages thus in a City, every 
one looking on himfelf as at the Point of Death, 
is no longer in a Difpofition to apply himfelf to 
any thing, but what tends immediately to his own 
Prefervation. 

In the mean while every Thing is grown fcarce 
in the Town, even fuch things of which there is 
ordinarily the greateft Plenty : Linen cannot be 
had for covering the Mattreffes in the Hofpitals, 
tho9 Search is made for it by breaking open all 
the Warehoufes and Shops. The Report of the 
Pla gue keeps out whatever ufed to be brought daily 
into the Port from ail Parts of the World : The 
Sheriffs are obliged therefore to write to the firft 
frefident, to defire him to fend what Linen can 
be had at Aix\ and alfo Shoes for the Slaves, there 
being no Shoemaker at Mar folks to make them. 

Were 
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Were it not for his Attention to the wants of 

the Sheriffs, and his Care to fupply them, they 
would be in a thoufand Perplexities : Twice or 
thrice a Day they take the Liberty to write to him, 
and always with equal Goodnefs he exerts himfelf 
to anfwcr their Demands, condefceriding to give 
Directions in Matters beneath the functions of his 
Miniftry ; and as if it were not enough to employ 
his own Care and Pains Night and Day, for faving 
this unfortunate City, he extends his Concern for 
it yet further, by chufing to be reprefen ted here by 
M. Rigord, his Sub-delegate, who aCts with fo great 
Application and Zeal, that tho? the Plague has ra¬ 
vaged his Houfe, tho’ he has feen his Lady perifh 
by his Side, and all his Family, Clerks, and Ser¬ 
vants fwept away, thefe Horrors have not ihaken 
him, nor drawn him afide one Moment from his 
continual Labours for the Relief of the Town. 

This Day, upon Information that feveral Bakers 
to conceal their Defertion, have committed their 
Shops and Ovens to the Management of their Ser¬ 
vants, who appear there only for ffiow, but do no¬ 
thing ; an Ordinance is publifhed at my Inftance, 
enjoining them to return and look to their own Bu- 
finefs, forbidding them to abfent themfelves again 
on Pain of Death. Another Ordinance is iffued, 
to oblige likewife the Intendants of Health, thofe 
of the Office of Plenty the Councellors of the City, 
and all other municipal Officers, to return within 
24 Flours, on the Penalty of a Fine of 1000 
Livres, and of being declared incapable of all mu¬ 
nicipal Offices, 

The fame Day the Biffiop, to whom the Marquis 
de Pilles had notified the Refolutions taken in the 
Affiembly the Day before, fets forth to him in a 
Letter feveral Reafons againft burying the infeCted 
Dead in the Vaults of the Churches of the Con¬ 
vents chofen for that Ufe, 

Where- 
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Whcreup°n the Marquis de Pilks., having in- 
• ited t,ie General Officers of the Galties to "meet 
agam at the Town-Houfe, with the Sheriffs and 
fome other good Citizens: After the Reafons uro-ed 
m the faid Letter had been well confidered, and 
weighed agamlt that which had determined them ' 

wh?rhV ie fieitU£ii0n f°r burying in theChurches, 
h.ch is, the abio.ute and mdifpenfible Neceffitv 

f m » rSi It; tb*y unanimoufly conclude that the 

oft'Sn ^ 1 ftand’ but that the Execution 
tTfha!1 blr forborn 24 Hours, to fee whether in 

that Interval tne Mortality iliall happen to decreafe 

meaner'113 ^difPenfed with 5 but that in the 
'Churched 'v‘thout a«y Delay, the Vaults in the 

W. f be g0t ready’ and aI1 the Lime and W ater neceflary carried thither. 

The 23d, when this Work was fettino- ahnm 
the Monks of thofe Churches Ihut up th? Doors’ 
and refufed to open them. M. Mouftier repairs 

“omfr'fR''''",'01?/?''*1 »K». al! 
, ,:^ and Barr^ls of Water requifite to be 
brought thither by Carts. As for Biers, for warn 
of Joyners, he puts the firft Perfons that come 

The$ Publirf01^mak'nS 'hew"3 Wel!as they can: 1 he Publick Services in Cafes of Extremity am 
dL'Patched, where Magiflxates know how to dmeft 
and command and will fee themfelves obeved 

. Thls DW’ the Mortality is fo far from decreaf 
mg, mat near 1000 Perfons die; and it being evi- 
dent there is no room to hefitate about burying in 
the Churches, feeing otherwife the dead Bodies 

lar Ual!y t0° numeraus t0 be car- 
it 7o Mo D'fPofiuons are made for fetting about 1 to-Morrow Morning every where at once ard 

'hisPurrnfe0^ Ga!heS are p!eaftd t0 furnifn for .rns rurpole 2Q Slaves more. 

Th *e 
Y 
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The 24th, that all Difpatch might be made, 
and a Work which difhartens Men by the viiiblo 
Danger and Terrors of Death not flackened, M* 
M-Oufiier appears in Perfon, animating and inging 
on the Slaves, as well by his Intrepidity and Cou¬ 
rage, as by his Adions s and when the Vaults are 
filled, and the Lime and Water thrown in, he takes 
care to have them well clofed up, and Cement 
laid over every Hole and Crevice. 

The Marquis de Titles, and the other Sheriffs 
are as adive in the mean time to put in Execution 
all the other Things refolved on. 

They appoint the moft trufty Perfons they cah 
find to <*0 on Horfeback with Guards at the Head 
of the Carts, and of each Brigade of Slaves j but 
thofe Perfons do not hold out long in fo perilous an 
Employment, and they are foon obliged to ad 
themfelves in that Station. 

They have no Occafion to go to defire the Bifliop 
to caufe Divine Service to ceafe in the Churches, 
they are generally fliut upalready: There are hard¬ 
ly any Maffes now faid any where, no Admim- 
ftration of the Sacraments, not fo much as the 
tolling of Bells, all the Ecclefiafticks are fled, 
and even fome of the Parifli Priefts. 

As for Monks, they cannot poffibly find any 
to aft as Commiflfaries in the Quarters where they 
are wanted; fome have delerted, others are dead, 
and not a fufficient Number of them are left, to 
confefs the Sick-, Father Milay, a Jefuit, is the 
onlv Man of them all, who to fatisfy that Holy 
Zeal, and fervent Charity, by which he has been 
always a&uated, comes voluntarily and offers to 
be Commifl’ary in the Street of Lefcale, and there¬ 
abouts ; an Employment which none elfe durlt 
take, becaufeitisthePartof the Town where the 
Plague makes the greateft Havock, and which is 
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barricaded with Corps de Garde at the Avenues, that* 

? t0nryrnM’ or ftir out of it; the She- 
- fis make him Commiffary there, where from the 

thSffi Lthe ^ontagion he has co^®d - e infected. He performs Ads of Piety furpair¬ 
ing any thing called Heroick; but the Plague does 
not fpare him long, it l'natches from the Faithful 
this new Apoftle, 

They go to take a View of the Pits and Church- 

Specie, dangerous to approach 

intoV,tm"Tfcr0f ,?f“'l'<1B°d,'s bl,t Atom! into them, lying all uncovered, heaped by Thou¬ 
sands on one another. 1 Y ou 

Formerly Governors and Confuls during all the 

TWn H Crtaf0n’ Ufed t0 keeP 1111,1 “P in the / own;Houfe with very great Precaution; all who 
have formed Rules for Towns vifited with the 2«S“* liave prefcribed that Condud, judmno- 
that the Magiftrates ought to be more careful than 
all others, to preferve their Life and Health. 
,. ,ere’ the Marquis de Pilles, and the Sheriffs 

think only of preferving the Life and Health of 

-n;!S’ !f.P?fingown without any Concern; 
d are Night and Day in the open Street, where- 

ever they fee Danger deter others. 

The Marquis de Pilles has fo little Regard for 
himfelf, that at the firft he lets the principal pf-/i-_ 
Houfe (which is that des Convalefcens) be fettled 
within 4 Paces of his own Houfe. M. Eftelk 

defd RnH § £° r°id 0f fear’ fee the 
dead Bodies carried off the Street Lefcale, that 
flipping on the Pavement he was within a 
lingers Breadth of falling full upon a dead 

L?dy,tilal hy on the Ground before him - 
M Mouftier lets _ fo light by Dangers that 
make others tremble, that a Plainer reeking with 

^ 2 the 
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the Corruption of the Bubo of an infected Perfoti 
thrown out of the Window, lighting on his 
Cheek, and flicking there, he takes it off perfe&ly 
unconcerned, and only wiping his Cheek Ciean 
with his Spunge dipped in Vinegar, proceeds on 
the Bufinefs he is about. The others behaved much 

in the fame manner. 

The 25th, the Plague has fpread into the four 
Corners of the City, and exercifes its Rage orr 
ail Sides: From this time to the End of Septem¬ 
ber it rages with the fame Violence, it ftrikes like 
T .iohtmno- every where, fweeps all befoie it, and 

carries off above a d. houfand Souls a Day. 
Its Violence now attacks by Crowds only, and 

its Fury gives a Thoufand Deaths at once. In 
Confequence, the Peft-Houles eftablifhed are in- 
fufficient to receive all the poor Sick; it is refolved 
to make a new one, large enough to take in any 
Number; and there not being without the Town, 

nor in it, a Building capacious enough for that 
Furpofe, it is refolved to eredt one (as thePhyfici- 
ans'of 5Montpellier had advifed) in the Allies of 
that fpacious Piece of Ground ufed for playing at 
Mall, which is without the Gate des faineants., 
contiguous to the Convent of the Reformed Au- 
nfiines, with Timber-Work to be covered with 
Sail-Cloth made of Cotton: This is a new Diffi¬ 
culty for the Sheriffs, to have fuch an Hofpital to 
build, without being able to reckon upon the 
Affiftance of any Perfon, and even without any 
Workmen, for they are generally fled. 

The 26th, the Chamber of Vacations being in¬ 
formed that alnioft all the Bakers of Marfeilles 
have deferred, and being defirous to prevent, the 
Extremity to which the City will be reduced, if at 

fuch a Con]unciure iufficient Quantities of Bread 
flrouki 
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fttould not be made; they publifh an Arret, com¬ 
manding all Bakers and their Foremen who have 
withdrawn, to return on Pain of Death; and en¬ 
joining the Conluls of the Places where they may 
have taken Refuge to deliver them up, on the Pe¬ 
nalty of a Fine and other Punifhment. 

All the Shops of Retailers being Unit up, fo 
that People have no whither to go to buy common 
Necefiaries, an Ordinance is publifhed at my 
Inftance, to oblige the Retailers to open their 
Shops within Twenty Four Hours, otherwife they 
fhall be broken open. 

The. 27th, the Chamber of Vacations com- 
miferating the Condition oi Marfeilles, and the 
Sufferings of its Inhabitants, publifh an Arret, 
enjoining all Artificers, Tradefmen and Wholefale 
Dealers, to opentheir Shops and Warehoufes with¬ 
in Twenty four Hours, on Pain of Death. 

1 his Day the Marquis de Pilles, who from the 
Beginning of the Contagion has been continually 
at the Town-Houfe, or wherever his Zeal called 
him, that is to fay, where was moff Danger and 
Difficulty, without any Care of his own Safety, finks 
at length under the Weight of his Fatigues, and 
falling lick is unable to ftir out of his Houle: The 
Fear or lofing a Governor, whole Merit and Ferfon 
are held in Veneration at Marfeilles, gives a General 
Alarm. 

The 28th, the Plague redoubles its Ravages, 
and the whole City is become a vaft Church¬ 
yard, prefen ting to the View the fad Spe&acle 
of dead Bodies call in Heaps one upon another. 

In this deplorable State, a thoufand Things are 
to be done, a Thoufand Wants to be fupptied, and 

yet 



326 i Journal of the 

yet there is no Perfon to have Recourfe to 
tor Relief; the People of the Territory are deaf 
to all Demands, they cannot by any Order 
ilTued be wrought upon, to bring in fo much 
as Straw for the Mattreffes in the Hofpitals, and 
Play for the Horfes belonging to the Carts : The 
Sheriffs feeing nothing is to be done but by Force* 
defire the firft Prefident to procure them the 
Afffiance of feme Hundred Men of regular 
Troops. 

They appply next to the Officers of the Gallies, 
remonftrating to them, that the common Safety is 
at Stake5 that almoft all the Slaves they have already 
granted them are dead, and that the Number of 
dead Bodies the City is fill’d with fs fo exceeding 
great, that they cannot be carried off, unlefs 
they will be pleas’d to let them have a fufficient 
Number to make a flrong Effort. 

M. de Ranee, Lieutenant-General, command¬ 
ing the Gallies, M. de Vaucrejfon, Intendant, and 
all the General Officers, are moved with the mife- 
rab'le Condition they fee Marfeilles in; they make 
too noble and eminent a Part of it, not to be tho¬ 
roughly concern’d to fee it wholly perifh; they 
have fhewn, on all Occafions, their good Intenti¬ 
ons; and in this, there is not one of them, who, 
to help to fave the City, would not hazard his 
own Life: But not having received Order to the 
prefent Purpofe from the Council of Marine, they 
make a Dfficulty to grant fo great a Number of 
Slaves as is requifite, and will part with but 80; 
and this with a Protcffation, that they fhall be the 

This Proteffation obliges the Sheriffs to exert 
themfelves more than ever, to makethefe Slaves 
do all the Service that is poffible: M. Mouftier, 

not 
/ 
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not fatisfying himfelf with the toilfom Care of 
providing them Lodging and Subfiftance, and of 
going every Morning to fee them harnefs the 
Hories, and get to work with the Carts, puts 
himfelf at the Head of the largeft Brigade, leads 
them to the Places that are lealt accefiible, where 
lie the greateft Heaps of putrified Bodies and en¬ 
courages them to carry them off, either whole or 
by Pieces. 

In the mean while a Letter is written to the 
Council of Marine, mod: humbly to intreat his 
Royal Highnefs to be plealed to give Orders for 
fupplying the Town: Which wanting all Things, 
there being no Meat to make Broth with for the 
poor Sick, and Famine deftroying thofe whom the 
Plague mightfpare, his Royal Highnefs is earneftly 
befought to order the neighbouring Provinces to 
fend in the neceffary Provifions for fubfifting the 
People. 

The 29th, feveral Ordinances are iffued, at my 
Inftance. 

1. All the Rakers, and others employed under 
the Scavengers to clean the Streets, having defert- 
edfince the Beginning of the Contagion, for fear 
of being made ufeofas Buriers of the Dead; the 
whole Town fince the Second of this Month, is 
full of Dunghils andPoifonous Filth, which ftag- 
nates on the Pavement: They are by an Ordinance 
commanded to return onTain of Death. 

2. From out of the Houfes, the Quilts, Straw- 
Beds, Bed-Cloaths, Apparel, and Rags ufed a- 
bout the Infedted, are thrown into the Streets; fo 
that there is no palling them. An Ordinance for¬ 
bids it, and enjoins that all fuch Things be drawn 
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to J^e publick Squares, and immediately burnt* 
on Pain of Imprifqnment. 

3• For want of Porters, the very Corn, which, 
t he Boats bring up from the Barrier of Lejlaque% 
cannot be earned into the Store-Houfes; thole 
I ortei s are ail engaged in the Service of Private 
Perfons in the Territory: An Ordinance command? 
them to come and work as ufual in the City, oji 
Pain of Death; and private Perfons are forbidden 
to detain them, on the Penalty of a Fine of 300Q 
Li vies, and of Imprifonment* 

, 4- For want of thofe who yfed to pjy with AfTes, 
the Bakers cannot get the Wood carried with which 
die down furnifh.es them; and all private Perfons 
«ne under the like Inconvenience: An Ordinance 
charges thofe Afs-Keepers to return with their 
Beaks, on Pain of Death, 

1 ne Chamber of \ acations being informed, 
tnat the Intendants of Health, and the Commifia- 
lies appointed in the Parifhes and Quarters, who 
have deferred, do not obey the Ordinance of the 
Sheriffs and return; that Chamber iffues an Arret 
this Day, commanding them all to return forth-? 
with to their Duties, on Pain of Death. 

^ All thefe Arrets and Ordinances are duly pro¬ 
claimed by Sound of Trumpet, and affixed at all 
the Corners of the Sreets, and in all the Quarters 
oi the 1 errirories, but to no manner of Purpofe ; 
the Dread of the Plague is fo flrong and terrible, 
that nothing can overcome it. It is indeed im- 

poBible f°r the Heart of Man to bear up againfb 
all the frightful Speblacles that prelent themfelves 
eveiy where^ to the Eye in this unhappy City; 
the cure Effects of a raging Peflilence, which 

feems 

i 
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feems to threaten not to be affwaged by the Death 
oi ly and general Extinction of all the Inhabitants, 
but by rendring the Place it lelf a vail Sink of 
Corruption and Poilon, for ever uninhabitable by 
human Race, J 

Which Way foever one turns, the Streets ap¬ 
pear flrowed on both Sides with dead Bodies 
,clofe by each other, moftof which being putrified, 

are uniupportably hideous to behold. 

As the Number of Slaves employed to take them 
out of the Houles, is very inefficient to be able 
to cany all oft daily, lbme frequently remain there 
wnole Weeks , and there would remain longer. If 
tne Stench they emit, which poifons the Neigh¬ 
bours, did not compel them for their own Preser¬ 
vation, to overcome all Averfion to fuch horrid 
Work, and go into the Apartments where they 
lye, to drag them down into the Streets : They 
pull them out with Hooks, and hawl them by 
Ropes fattened to the Staves of thofe Hooks into 
the Streets: This they do in the Night, that they 
may draw them to home Dittance from their own 
Houfes ; they leave them extended before another’s 
Door, who at opening it the next Morning is 
frighted at the Sight of fuch an ObjeCt, which ge¬ 
nerally infeCts him and gives him Death. 

The Ring, and all public Walks, Squares, and 
Market-Places, the Key of the Port, are fpread 
with dead Bodies, fome lying in Heaps : The 
Square before the Building called the Loge, and 
the Paliifadoes of the Port, are filled with the con- 
tiniial Number of dead Bodies that are brought 
afhoie from tne Ships and Vefiels, which are 
crowued with Families, whom Fear induced to 

i take 
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take Refuge there, in a falfe Perfuafion, that the 
Plague would not reach them upon the Water* 

Under every Tree in the Ring and the Walks, 
under every Pent-Houfe of the Shops in the Streets 
and on the Port, one fees among the Dead a pro¬ 
digious Number of poor Sick, and even whole Fa- 
milies, lying on a little Straw, or on ragged Mat- 
trefles; fome are in a languifhing Condition, to be 
relieved only by Death ; others are light-headed 
by the Force of the Venom which rages in them % 
They implore the Afiiftance of thofe who pafs by \ 
iome in pitiful Complaints, fome in Groans and 
Out- cries which Pain or Frenzy draw from them.. 
An intollerable Stink exhales from among them : 
They not only endure the Effects of the Diftem- 
per, but fuffer equally by the publick Want of 
Food and common Neceffaries: They die under the 
Rags that cover them, and every Moment adds to 
the Number of the Dead that lye about , them. 
It rends the Heart, to behold on the Pavement fa 
many wretched Mothers, who have lying by their 
Sides the dead Bodies of their Children, whom 
they have feen expire, without being able to give 
them ahy Relief; and fo many poor Infants ftilf 
hanging at the Breads of their Mothers, who died 
holding them in their Arms, fucking in the reft 
of that Venom which will foon put them into 
the fame Condition. 

« 

If any Space be yet left in the Streets, it is fil¬ 
led with infedted Houlhold-Goods and Cloaths, 
which are thrown out of the Windows every where ^ 
fo that one cannot find a void Place to fet one’s 
Foot in. 

Ail the Dogs and Cats that are killed, lie putri- 
lying every where among the dead Bodies, the 

Sick, 
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Sick, and the infected Cloaths; all the Port is 
filled with thofe thrown into them ; and while 
they float, they add their Stench to the o-eneral 
Infedion, which has fpread all over the Town 
and preys upon the Vitals, the Senfes, and the 
Mind. 

Thofe one meets in the Street, are generally 
livid and drooping, as if their Souls had beo-un to 
part from their Bodies; or whom the Violence of 
the Diftemper has made delirious, who wandring 
about they know not whither, as long as they can 

keep on their Legs, foon drop, through Weaknefs- 
ano, unable to get up again, expire on the Spot • 
lome writhed into ftrange Poftures, denoting the 
torturing Venom which ftruck them to the Heart ■ 
others are agitated by fuch Diford ers of Mind’ 
that they cut their own Throats, or leap into the 
Sea, or throw themfelves out of the Windows, to 
put an end to their Mifery, and prevent the Death 
which was not far off. Nothing is to be heard or 
ieen on all Sides but Diftrefs, Lamentation, Tears 
Sighs, Groans, Affright, Defpair. 

To conceive fo many Horrors, one muft figure 
to one’s lelf, in one View, all the Miferies and 
Calamities that Human Nature is fubjeft to ; and 
one cannot venture to draw near fuch a s’cene 

being ftruck dead, or feiz’d with unutter- 
able Horrors of the Mind. 

The 30th, thofe Heaps of dead Bodies which 
are in every Quarter of the City, are increas’d by 
new ones 5 every Night adds a thoufand Dead ; 
ano now none of the Slaves are left to work they 
an. all dead, or lick of the Diftemper; nor can 

more be demanded, after the Proteftation made 
by the Officers of the Gallics. 

What 
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What can be done in Ci ream fiances fo full of 
Defolation •, The Sheriffs have Recourfe, as ufual, 
to the Firfl Prefident, and intreat him to dilpatch a 
Courier for them to the Court, to follicit his Royal 
Highnefs to fend Orders for their being fupplied 
with as many Galley-Slaves as they Ihall have Oq~ 
cafion for : They defire him alfo to write to M. de 
Ranee and de Vaucrejjon, to perfuade them to grant, 

in the mean while, at leaf! a Hundred. 

The 31ft, it is impoffible for the Hofpitals to 
receive the Number of Sick who croud thither : 
As foon as one Perfon in a Houfe is feized with 
the Diflemper, that Perfon becomes an Objed of 
Horror and Affright to the neareft Relations ; Na¬ 
ture inftantly forgets all ordinary Duties ; and the 
Bands of Flefh and Blood being lefs ffrong than 
the Fear of certain Death, fhamefully diffoive in 

an Inflant. 

As the Diflemper which has feized that Perfon, 
threatens to attack them ; as the Contagion com¬ 
municates it felf with extreme Quickneis ^ as the 
Danger is almofl equal to him that fuffers, and to 
thofe who approach him ; and as thofe who tend 
and help him have no other Profped than that of 
following him in a few Days, they take at firfl 
the barbarous Refolution, either to drive him out 
of the Houfe, or to fly and delert it themfelves, 
and to leave him alone without Affiflance or Re. 
lief, abandoned to Hunger, Third:, and all that 
can render Death the more tormenting. 

Thus Wives treat their Flufbands, and Huff 
bands their Wives, Children their Parents, and 
Parents their Children : Vain Precaution, infpired 
by Love of Life, and Horror of Death ! By that 
time they take their Refolution, they have already 

catch ki 
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Catch’d the fubtle Effluvia of the fatal Poifon they 
would fecure themfelves from ; they are foon fenfi- 
ble of its Malignity, a fpeedy Death is the Punifh- 
ment of their Cruelty and Bafenefs : Others have 
the lame Hardnefs of Heart towards them ; they 
are forced into the open Street in their Turn, or 
are left alone in their Houfes to perifh without 
Help. 

Hence proceeds that infinite Number of Sick, of 
each Sex, and of every Age, State, and Conditi¬ 
on, who are found lying in the Streets and publick 
Places. If all are not cruelly driven out of their 
own Houfes by their Relations or Friends, they 
prevent that Cruelty ; and left they fhould run 
the Hazard of being left alone at home, by the 
Flight of thofe Relations or Friends, when they 
are become quite helplefs, they repair to the Hof- 
pitals; where not getting Entrance, nay, not be¬ 
ing able to get near the Gates, by reafon of the 
Multitudes of Sick, which have got thither before; 
and who finding them already full, lye down on 
the Pavement, and flop up all the Avenues ; they 
are obliged to feek room for themfelves farther off, 
among the putrifled dead Bodies ; the Sight and 
Stench of which ferve to haften their Death, the 
only End of this Difternper. Thefe Extremities 
put the Sheriffs upon double Diligence, to get the 
New Hofpital in the Alleys of the Mall ftnifhed ; 
In the mean time, they caufe large Tents to be 
pitched upon that Efplanade without the Town, 
which is between the Gate des Faineants, and the 
Monaftery of the Capuchins, where they order as 
many Mattreffes to be put, as the Tents will hold. 
No fooner are thole Tents up, and the Mattrefles 
placed, but they are filled with fo many poor in- 
fe&ed, that feveral throw themfelves upon one 

Mattrefs; A greater Nymber is requifite to fup- 
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ply them all ; and the Misfortune is, that there Is 
neither Straw nbr Linen to be had to make them 
with. 

< 

The ill of September, the firli Pfefident having 
been pleafed to write to M. de Ranee, and de Vau-- 
creffon, defiring them to let the Sheriffs have a hun¬ 
dred Galley-Slaves more; they are prelently lent 
to them, and a more vigorous Ufe of them was 
never made : For M. Mouftier, incited by the Ex¬ 
tremity to which things are reduced, immediately 
puts himfelf at the Head of thefe Slaves, with 11 
Carts, and while they are able, makes them carry 
off above 1200 dead Bodies a Day. 

The 2d, for making this Labour the more eafy* 
as the Bodies in the Houfes occafion the mod: Lo£s 
of Time to the Slaves to fetch them away ; and be- 
Tides, being putrified by being left there long, they 
cannot draw them out with Hooks, but by Pieces; 
as alfo for preventing Robberies by the Slaves, 
who ’finding no Perion in the Houfes; fteal all 
they can lay their Hands on; an Ordinance is 
publifhed at my Inftance, importing, that as foon 
as any one dies in a Houfe, thofe belonging to that 
Houle fhall be obliged to convey the Body down 
into the Street, ufing all proper and neceffar/ 
Precautions. 

The fame Day an Arret is ilfued by the Cham¬ 
ber of Vacations, enjoyning all the Rectors of the 
Hotel Bieu, de la Charite, of Foundlings, of the 
Houfes of the Penitent, and of Refuge, the Cap¬ 
tains of the City, the Phyficians appointed for the 
Hofpitals, and all Sorts of Intendants and munici¬ 
pal Officers, to return to their Duty at MarJ'eilles; 
otherwife declaring them incapable of Publick Of¬ 
fices, and fining them ioqq Livres. 

The 
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The 3d, the Sheriffs repair to the TowmHoufe 
aim oft by themfelves, with M. Capus, Keeper of 
the Records, his ekleft Soil fo diftinguifh’d by his 
Merit and his Virtues, who, from the Beginning 
of the Contagion, has affifted him to go through 
the Multiplicity of Bufinefs in his Offices; M. 
Bonis y Caffiicr ; and myfeli having no longer 
any Guards, Domeftick Servants, or other Perfon 
under Command. The Ravages the Plague has 
already made in this great City, may be judged by 
the Number belonging to the Town-Houfe only* 
that have been carried off, which is above 500 Per- 
fons, viz. 30 Guards wearing the Shoulder-Belt* 
all the Guards de la Police, all the Captains of the 
City one excepted, all the Lieutenants except two* 
almoft all the Captains-Lieutenants, and Guards 
of the Five Brigades du Privilege du Vin. all the 
Serjeants of the Nightly Watch or Patroll, 350 
Men of the Companies of the Guard, and all the 
City-Yeomen appointed to attend the Magiftrates 
who are now become deftitute of all Servants. 

Men are become only Shadows ; thofe who ait 
feen well one Day, are in the Carts the next; and, 
what is unaccountable, thofe who have ffiut them¬ 
feives upmoft jfecurely in their own Houfes, and are 
the moll care!ul to take in nothing without the 
moft exad Precautions, are attacked there by the 
Plague, which creeps in no Body knows how. 

The 4th, nothing is more deplorable, than to 
lee the vail Nurpber oi Sick and Dying which are 
fpread over the whole City, deprived of all fpirituai 
as well as temporal Comforts, and reduced to the 
lamentable Condition of dying almoft all of them 
without Confeffion, 

They wanted not, indeed, Servants of the Lord, 
as well of the Secular as Regular Clergy, who de¬ 

voted 
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voted their Lives to the faving of Souls, and affiiih 
ing and confeffing the intedled ; there wanted not 
even holy Heroes, (for by that Name we ought 
to call all the Capuchins and Jefuits of the Two 
Houfes of St. Jeaume, and of the Holy Crofs, and 
likewife all the Obfervantins, and the Ricollets, 
and fome others) who, with mqre than heroick 
Courage, and indefatigable Charity and Zeal, ran 
about every where, and rufhed precipitately into 
the moil deferred and moil infedled Houfes, into 
the Streets and Places that were thickeil ftrow’d 
with putrified Bodies, and into the Hofpitals that 
reeked moil with the Contagion, to confefs the 
infedled, affiil them in the Article of Death, and 
receive their laft contagious* and envenom’d Breath* 
as if it were but Dew. 

But thefe facred Labourers, who may well be 
look’d upon as true Martyrs, (feeing thofe of 
Alexandria, under the Prelacy of St. Denis, who 
had the Charity to affiil the infedled, were honour’d 
with the Glory of Martyrdom ) are a!moil all ta¬ 
ken away by Death, in the Time of fo great a 
Mortality, when their Help is moil wanted : For¬ 
ty -two Capuchins have already periihed. Twenty- 
one Jefuits, Thirty-two Obfervantins, Twenty-nine 
Ricollets, Ten Barefooted Carmelites, Twenty-two 
Reformed Auguftines, all the Grand Carmelites, the 
Grand Trinitarians, the Reformed Trinitarians, 
the Monks of Loretto, of Mercy, the Dominicans 
and Grand Auguftins who had kept in their Con¬ 
vent; befides feveral Secular Prieils, and the great' 
eft Part of the Vicars of Chapters and Pariffies. 

J ' 

* In fo great an Extremity, the Bifhop recalls 
thofe, who, by their peculiar Charadter, and by 
the Nature of their Benefice, are under the indif- 
penfible Obligation of confeffing'and adininiftring 

the 
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tire fpintuaJ Remedies tox the Dying ; but who, 
being ilruck with ftiameful Terror, have bafely 
nought their own Safety by Flight, without troub¬ 
ling themfelves about the Salvation of others. 

Mad their Concern to difcharge their proper 
xluty been too cold to light up in their Hearts that 
1'ire or Charity with which they ought to How 
the Example of their holy Prelate fliould have ex¬ 
cited them: In vain, from the Beginning of the 
Contagion was he preffed to leave the Citvy to en¬ 
deavour to preferve himfelf, for the reft of his 
Dioceis; he rejects ail fuch Counfels, and hark¬ 
ens only to tliofe which the Love the Sovereign 
Pallor has infpired him with for his Flock, fugo-d! 

to him; he tarries with unlhaken Fortitude, deter¬ 
mined to lay down his Life for the Good of his 
Sheep, if God is pleas’d to require it. 

, He is not fatisfted with proftrating himfelf at 
the Feet of Altars, and lifting up his Hands to 
Heaven to befeech God to mitigate his Wrath • 
his Charity is aftive; he is every Day in the open 
Streets, through all Quarters of the Town; he 
goes up to the higheft and won't Apartments of 
the Houfes to vifit the Sick; crofies the Streets 
among the dead Bodies; appears in the publick 
r laces, at the Port, at the Ring; the pooreft, the 
moft deftitute of Friends, thofe afflicted the 
moft grievoufly and hideoufly, are the Re Tons to 

whom he goes with moft Earneftnefs; and with¬ 
out dreading thofe mortal Blafts which carry Poi- 
ion to the Heart, he approaches them, confeflb 
them, exhorts them to Patience, difpofes them to 
die, pours celeftial Confolations into their Souls 
reprefenting to them the Felicity of Suffering and’ 

of Poverty; and drops every where abundant Fruits 
»r ms generous Charity, diftributing Money where- 

Z ' ever 
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ever he goes, and especially in fecret to indigent 
Families, whom holy. Curiofity prompts him to . 
feek out and to relieve-, he has already given away 
Twenty five Thoufand Crowns, and takes up what 
Money he can upon Pledges, to enable him to 
diftribute more. But I fhould not blaze abroad 
what his Humility is careful to conceal it ought 
to be left under the Veil which that Virtue throws 

over it. 

Death has {pared this new Charles Borromeo, but 
has continually furrounded him, and almoft mow¬ 
ed under his Feet: The Plague gets into his Palace 
the greateft Part of his Officers and Domeiticks 
are {truck with it; he is obliged to retreat into 
the Houfe of the hr ft Prehdent at Marfeilles the 
Plague purfues him thither, and not only attacks 
the reft of his Domefticks, but Two Perfons who 
are very dear to him for their diftinguiffied Me¬ 
rit, and are his Affiftants in his holy Labours, 
Father de la Fare a Jefuit, and M. Bcargeret Ca¬ 
non of la Major, the hrft efcapes, but he has the 
Grief to fee the other expire: All this however 
does not terrify him, nor with-hold him one Mo¬ 
ment from any of the Duties of his fervent Chari¬ 
ty ; he goes every where ftill to vifit the Infebled. 

But the Plague deftroys too fail for the furviving 
Remnant of ConfefTors to perform all the Service 
neceftarily required: A greater Number of Work¬ 
men fhould be had; wherefore the Canons of the 
Collegiate Church of St. Martin, and lome of 
that of Acoules, who have Benefices with Cure of 
Souls, and who have fled, are thofe the Biffiop 

recall’s, to come and confefs each within the Bounds 
or his Farifti. 

The 
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The Sheriffs, who obferve all thofe Parifii-Priefts 
are deaf to the Voice of their Biffiop, and uncon¬ 
cerned for the Lofs of the Souls of their Parifliio- 
ners, prefent a Petition to the Bifhop, to order 
them by an Injunction to return forthwith to their 
Duty; in default of which their Benefices to be 
declared vacant, and other Perfons qualified to fill 
them, to be nominated. 

. 5*, the Regulators of the Fifhermen be¬ 
ing capable of fome Service, and Three of them 
a aving hed; an Oiciinance is published at my In- 
itance, to oblige them to return, on the Penalty 
of a Fine of Three Thoufand Livres, and of 
lofing their Offices. 

1 his Day the Sheriffs being adoniffi’d at the In- 
creafe of the Mortality, and the deplorable State 
the City is in, and longing for an Anfwer to the 
Difpatcnes they have lent to Court for neceffarv 
Supplies, write to the Marffial de Villars, molt 
earnedly befeeching him to fecond their Inftances: 
That iliudrious Governor, who among all the 
Towns of his Government of Provence, has con- 
ftantly honoured Marfeilles with his particular 
Affection, is fo concerned to hear of the extreme 
Delolation it is in, that he returns Anfwer, Fie 
is refolved to come himfelf to its Relief, if his 
Royal Highnefs will give him Leave. 

The 6th, the Sheriffs find themfelves reduced 
£o the mod terrible of all Fxtremities; the lad 
Slaves which the Officers oftheGallies had granted 
at the requed of the fird Preddent, being all either 
dead, or fallen ill of the Didemper; andnotwith- 
tlanding all the Efforts M. Mouftier had made the 

proceeding 
£4 2 
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prececding Days, to get all the dead Bodies poffi- 
ble carried of, above Two Thoufand Hill remain¬ 
ing in the Streets, befides what are in the Houles ; 
they fee plainly, that if the Officers of the Gallies 
will not give them more Slaves, at the rate 
the Moitaliry goes on, there muft be in lefs 
than Eight Days above Fifteen Thoufand Bodies 
in the Streets all putrihed; from which will en- 
fue a Neceffity of quitting the Town, and a* 
bandoning it perhaps for ever, to the Putre¬ 
faction, Poifon, and Infection which will fettle « • 
m it. 

Hereupon they alienable, with the few Citizens 
Hill left, among whpm are two Intendants of 
Health v/ho have not Hirred a Foot, M. Roje the 
Elder, and M. Holland. Divers Expedients-are 
debated; feme propofe, that for diipoxing of the 
prefent dead Bodies, and thofe to be expeffed 
daily, a large Pit lliould be opened in every Street 
to throw them into: But two things are objected \ 
one is, that fuch Pits cannot be dug in the Streets, 
without cutting off, at the fame time, all the Con¬ 
duit-Pipes which are laid through them; the other 
is, that it would require aboveTen Thoufand Men 
to dig fpeedily fo many Pits in fo vaH a City, 
while there is none to be found in a Condition to 
work-, befides, no body would dig in Streets actu¬ 
ally Hi e wed with infected Bodies, for fear of catch¬ 
ing the Infection by touching them. Others pro¬ 
pofe, to let all the Bodies lie where they are, in 
the Streets, the publick Places, and the Houfes, 
and there to cover them with Lime to confume 
them; and that fuch a Quantity of Lime be car¬ 
ried in Carts, and laid in Heaps in every Street, 
as may ferve to confume all the dead Bodies that 
fhallbe there. But to this likewife there are feve- 

ral 
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lal Objections, Where is Lime enough to be had 
for confuming lo many Bodies? Where are Men 
to help to cart it? And who could flay in the 
City amidft the horrible Infection which thofe 
Bodies would exhale, as they are confuming? 

The Courfe the Sheriffs think beft to take, is, 
without paffing any Refolution , to defire the Ci¬ 
tizens affembled with them, to accompany them, 
in their Hoods, and in a Body, to the Houle ot 
M. de Ranee, to intreat him with all Earneltnels, 
to grant them the Affiltance they want for the 
Preiervation of the City. 

M. de Ranee calls together M. de VaucreJJon the 
Intendant, and the General Officers of the Gallies; 
they appear to be touched as much with the Zeal 
of theie Magiifrates, and with the burthenfom 
and hazardous Conditions upon which they afk 
this Affiftance, as with the great Extremity the 
City is in \ accordingly they grant them all they 
demand on thofe Conditions; and being defirous 
to have the Agreement put into Writing, I drew 
up before them the following A61 to be entred in 
the Regifter of the Town-Houfe, and a Copy of it 
to be given to them. 

This Bay, the Sheriffs, Protestors, and Defenders 
of the Privileges, Liberties, and Immunities, of this 
Lity of Marfeilles, the King’s Counfcllors, Lieutenants- 
General de Police, being affembled in the Town -Houfe, 
with fame of the municipal Officers, the Counfellor 
Orator of the Cnty and the Ling’s Procurator de la 
Police, and other eminent Citizens; and taking into 
Confider at ion, that though the 260 Slaves, which the 
Officers of the Gallies have been plcafed to grant them 
at different Times, to bury the Bead'finee the City was 
afflicted with the Plague, have been extremely ‘helpful 

to 
Z 3 
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to them hitherto, yet that Affiance is inefficient, above 

2000 dead Bodies having actually lain in the Streets fieve- 

ral Bays > and caujing a general Infection \ it was 

therejore refolved, for preserving the City, to defire 

greater Affifiance: And immediately the Sheriffs going 

cut in their Hoods, accompanied by all the faid munici¬ 

pal Officers and eminent Citizens, went in a Body to 

the Houfe of the Chevalier de Ranee. Lieutenant- 

General, commanding his Majefiffis Gallies, and repre¬ 

sented to him, that the City has infinite Obligations 

to him for the fignal Services which he has been pleafed 

to do than in this Calamity \ but that it- is not poffible. 

to preferve the City, unlefs he does them the Favour to 

grant them a Hundred Slaves more, and 4 Officers of 

the Whifile (or Boatjwains) almoft all thofe who have 

formerly been granted, being dead or ftck 0 in which 

Cafe they will make the heft Ufe of them; that to 

’enrage them to work with the greater Billigence in car- 
tying off the dead Bodies, they will expofe themfelves 

as they have already acne will march on Horfeback in 

their Hoods, before the Carts, and go with them all 

ever the City : A hat moreover, it being of Importance, 

that their Authority fhould be fupported by Force, at a 

time when there remains in the City only a numerous 

Populace, who muft be kept under, for preventing all 

Tumult, and for maintaining good Order every where 

they further intreai him moft earneftly to grant them at 

leaf Forty flout Soldiers of the Gallies, to obey their 

Orders, to attend them, and at the fame time hinder 

the Slaves from getting away ; that they fnail be com¬ 

manded by themfelves only that they will divide them 

into 4 Parties, of which each Sheriff will head 

One' and it being necefjaty that one of the Sheriffs, at 

leaf fhould be continually at the Town-Houfe, for the 

Dispatch of fuch Affairs as may occur, one of the faid 

Parties float! he commanded by the Chevalier Role ; and 

p; Cafe they fhould be'kindred by any Accident', they will 
propofs 
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propofe in their Room, Commijjaries of the beff Hiftinc- 
tion they can find, and command them. Where* 
upon the Chevalier de Ranee, being ajfembled with the 
Intendants and General Officers of the Gallies, all fen>- 

fible of the mijerable Condition of this great and impor¬ 
tant City, and willing to grant all that is neceffary for 
faving it, have been pleafed to grant to the Sheriffs, 
and to the Community, a Hundred Slaves more, and 
40 Soldiers, /toz 4 Corporals, 4 Officers 
of the Whiffle ; it being neceffary to take thofe who 
are voluntary difpofed, /0 Rewards, 
to this dangerous Service; It is refolved and agreed,, 
/te befides Subfiftance which the Community jhall fur- 

/<? all, ten Livres a Hay jhall be given to each 
Officer of the Whiffle, to each Soldier fifty Sols : 
And after it jhall pie afe God to deliver the City from this 
Vfiliation, a Gratification of a hundred Livres, /<? be 
paid at once, Jhall be made to each of them who Jhall 
then be living. The Corporals Jhall have each a hundred 
Sols a Hay, andalfo an annual Penfion for Life of a hun¬ 
dred Livres to each of them who Jhalljurvive \ it being 
judged they cannot be fufficiently rewarded for fo impor¬ 
tant and perilous a Service. This is agreed by the AjJ'em- 
bly, in Confideration of the prejent Exigence, and the Ne- 
ceffity of the Time. Concluded at Marfeilles, the 
bth of September, 1720. Signed, Eftelle, Audimar, 
Mouftier, Hieude, Sheriffs ; Pichatty de Crcijfainte, 
Orator, and the King’s Procurator ^ Capus, Keeper 
of the Records. 

The 7;th, the Magiftrates taking into Confidera¬ 
tion that the Plague being the Inftrument of God’s 
Wrath, all the Help of;Men, and all the Efforts 
they refolve to make, will be vain and ufelefs, un- 
lefs they have Recourfe to his Mercy, and leek to 
appeafe him ; they determine to make a Vow in the 
Name of the City, to incline him to vouchfafe to 

deliver 
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deliver it from this cruel Peftilence (as their Prede- 
ceilbrs did during the laft Plague,) that the Com-, 
muni ty fliajI give every Year, for ever, the Sum 

Lvn.°°° '^•’vrcs to a Houfe of Charity, to be efta- 
bliflred by the Title and under the Protection of 
Our Lady of Good Help, for the Reception of poor 
Gills, Orphans of this City and its Territory. 

The 8tn, they make this Vow foiemnly in the 
icfence of the Bifhop, in the Chapel of the Town-* 

idoufe, where he celebrates Mafs. 

J he fame Day having received the Slaves, 
and the Officers of the Whiffle, together with the 
SoJuiers (whole Corps de Garde is fettled in the great 

at of the Loge,) and M. Moujlier having got in 
" ea inefs the Carts, and divided the Slaves into 

ieverai Brigades, the Sheriffs in their Hoods put 
themfelves each at the Head of one of thofe Bri¬ 
gades, with a Divifion or Guard of Soldiers, and 
go to the I laces that are thickeft fpread with dead 
bodies, and where they are moil putrefied, with 
an Intrepidity that aftonifhes the very Soldiers 
and makes the Slaves work with all their Strength’ 
without tearing the Dangers which they fee them 
fo much contemn : They continue this Work daily, 
from Morning till Night, and the Chevalier Rofe 
on Horfeback, constantly fupplies the Room of 
that Sheriff who is obliged in his Turn to fit in the 
I own-Houie tor the ordinary Difpatch of Bufineis: 

11S * ,acle that they have not all perithed, by 

gpofig t^mfavts toDanga, fo great, that the 
ort> Soldiers of the Galhes, who accompanied 

Sides’ laVC a Penllied’ except four, by their 

The 9th they fend to the Council of Marine a 
Copy of the Aft, fpecifying the Condition 
which the Officers of the Galhes granted thofe 

Soldiers^ 
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Soldiers, and the Slaves, another to the Marfhal 
tie Villars, and a third to the Grand Prior. 

The 10th, the firft Prefident, who is always vi¬ 
gilant to fupply their Wants, and who knows that 
befides Carts, they more need Carters to drive 
them, fends a Number of both from Aix, which 
are very helpful : The Officers of the Gailies fur- 
mfli them with twenty-five Slaws more, to replace 
tiiOie of tlie hundred already granted who are be¬ 
come unable to work ; and add to them fix, who 
are Butchers by Profeffion, ro ierve in the Slatio-h- 
ter-houfes of the Town, where all the .Butchers 
, e n§ Cl<rac^ or having deferted, no body is left to 
ivill Oxen and Sheep. 

1 he 1 ith, there being hardly any Phyficians re¬ 
maining, and fewer Surgeons, the reft havino-de¬ 
ft 1 ted, or pei idled, their Art not availing them • 
the firft Prefident fends hither M. Potts and Boutel 
urr, £ nylicians ot the Faculty of Montpellier; and 
M. Montct and Rabaton, very fkilful Mafter-Sur- 
geons. 

The 1 2; the Sheriffs are informed that the Com- 
rnapdeur M. de Langertn, Commodore of a Squa- 
dton oi Gailies, and Major-General of the Kino’s 
Armies, has been nominated by his Maieftv Go 
yernor of Marfeilles and its Territory, and that 
he has received his Commiffion. Such agreeable 
and fa.u tary News revives them immediately from 
all the Sorrow, Dejedion, and Confternation they 
were in ; and infpires, not only into them, but 
into al the other Citizens, and into the People in 
general, both Sick and Well, no lefs Joy, Plea- 
lure and Content, than Confidence, new Spirit 
and Courage : They think it nnpoffibie to perilh ' 
under lo worthy a Governour, and the Preierva- 
tion of Marfeilles is looked upon as certain under 
his Aufpices and Condud: The Affedicn he has 

always 
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always been obfcrved to bear to this City, and 
which he has demonftrated fince it became 
afflicted with the Plague ^ his having been pleafed, 
not only to come and a (lift in the Affemblies. 
at the Town-Houfe, but to promote very much 
the giving Affiftanee to the City by the Offi¬ 
cers of the Gallies (in which naval Body of 
Forces he is diffiinguiffied by his Rank, as well 
as by his Merit and Valour :) His Character lo 
lono- eftabliffied, his illuftrious Name, his Prefence* 
which by a happy Mixture of Sweetnefs and Gra¬ 
vity makes him at once refpeded, loved, and 
feared*, his Wifdom and Forefight, his Courage, 
his Firmnefs ; Virtues, which qualify and difpofe 
him to chufe the heft Expedients in preffing Oc- 
cafions, and execute with Rigour what he has jim 
idicioufly refolved; all this, I fay, gives every 
body, and particularly the Sheriffs, the moft pro- 
miffing Hopes, which in the Event were foon an- 
fwered : They go in their Hoods, and in a Body, 
to his Houfe, to have the Honour to make him a 
Tender of their Duties, 

They learn at the fame time, that the Marquis 
de Pilles (who was newly begun to recover his 
Health) has alfo received a Commiffion to com¬ 
mand in the City and Territory *, they go in the 
fame manner to his Houfe, to make him the like 
Compliments : And both their Commiffions being 
fent to be entered in the Regifter of the Town- 
houfe, it appears that M. de Langeron, in the Qua¬ 
lity of Major-General of the King’s Forces, is to 
take place, and command in Chief, 

The fame Day, M. de Langeron mounts on 
Horfeback, and comes to the Town-Houfe, to in¬ 
form himfelf of the State of Affairs, that he might 
thereupon make the proper Difpofitions, and take 
the neceffary Meafures for applying ipeedy Reme¬ 

dies 
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dies to preffing Evils : Ele is accompanied by the 
Chevalier de Soiffans, an Officer of the Gallies 
whom he has taken to his Affiftance ; and who is 
fo ardent for relieving the Town, that he is every 
Day on Horfeback from Morning till Night, run¬ 
ning wherever any thing is to be done, and to pro¬ 
vide againft, or redrefs, thofe Inconveniences which 
appear mod infuperable; contemning Danger, and 
compelling others, by his Example, not to relax 
or ft op ; putting in Execution Things feemino; 
the moft impoffibie, with that Activity, -Prudence" 
and indefatigable Zeal, that every thing is done by 
his Care, and by his Affidance. 

The 13th, the Marquis de Ptiles comes to the 
Town-Houfe ; his Prefence, after the Grief 
and Alarm his Sicknefs had caufed, gives every 
one unfpeakahle Pleafure. M. deLangeron repairs 
thither like wife; he never fails to come thither 
every Day on Horfeback, .in the Mornino- and 
Afternoon, be what Weather it will, and fits Ge¬ 
nerally till eight o’Clock at Night; ’tis mod fre¬ 
quently after he has taken his Rounds to the Hof- 
pitals, the Pits, the Church-yards, and other 
PI ctQes \ery dangerous to approach, which he will 
view with his oven Eyes, and where he expofes 
himfelf without Regard to his Health or Life. 

The 14th, the Sheriffs continue to appear con- 
ftantly, each at the Head of one of the Brigades 
of Slaves, with the Carts, to fet them to work in 
different Quarters, to take up and carry to the 
Pits that prodigious Number of dead Bodies, with 
which the City is filled ; and though they take 
away fo many, they find more dill, by the Con¬ 
tinuance of the Mortality. 

But there is one Part, where they have not been 
able to fet foot yet; it is at an Efplanade called la 
Touretie^ which lies towards the Sea, betwenrhe 

Houfts 
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Houfes and the Rampart, from Fort St. John to 
the Church of Major : There lie extended about a 
thoufand dead bodies clofe to each other, the frefh- 
eft of which have lain there about three Weeks ; 
fo that had they not been infedted, the lying fo 
long in a Place expofed to the hot Sun all the Day, 
might have fufficed to render them contagious : 
All one’s Senfes are affefted at approaching a 
Place, whence one fmells afar off the contagious 
Vapours which Exhale from it: Nature fhrinks, 
and the firmeft Eyes cannot bear fo hideous a Sight; 
thole Bodies have no longer any human Form, 
they are Members that give Horror, and one would 
think all their Limbs Itir, the Worms are in fuch 
Motion about them. 

Nothing however is of more urgent Neceffity 
than to remove thefe Bodies from that Place ; eve¬ 
ry Moment they are let lie there, furnifhes Exha¬ 
lations which mull poifon the Air ; but how final! 
they be taken up and carried to the Pits without 
the Town, which are at a very great Diftance ? 
Bodies fo putrefied will not hold in the Carts ; the 
Entrails, the Limbs which are loofened at the 
Joints by the Worms, would run out, or drop off, 
which would fcatter the Plague and Venom quite 
through the City. 

The Chevalier Rofe, who is good at Expedients, 
and as mduftrious as intrepid, goes to the Place, 
and viewing the Rampart, perceives that two an¬ 
cient Baftions, which about two thoufand Years 
ago flood the Attacks of Julius Cafar’s Army, and 
are near the Efplanade where lie the dead Bodies, 
tho’ they feemed to be filed with Earth, are vault¬ 
ed within, which he difeovers at the Foot of one 
of them through a Hole, which Time has made 
in a Stone *, he prefcntly imagines that no more 
needs be done, than to take away fome Foot of 

Earth 



I 

Plague ^/Marseilles, 549 

Earth which cover the Vault of each Baffian* to- 
break into that Vault, and finding them quite hol¬ 
low within down to the Foundation which is level 
with the Surface of the Sea, nothing is more, eafy 
than to call all thofe Bodies into them, and then 
to cover them with as much Earth and Lime as is 
neceffary, to hinder the exhaling of any Infection 
from them. 

This being fo judicloufly projected, he returns 
to the Town-Houfe, and tells M. de Langeyon and 
the Sheriffs, that he will take upon him to remove 
all the dead Bodies from la Tourette, explains to 
them his ProjeCf, they find it admirable ^ but to 
be able to execute it, a greater Number of Slaves 
muff be employed, that it may be done iuddenly 
and at once; it being evident, that no Soul that 
breathes can hold out above a few Minutes in fo 
noifom a Place, when thofe Bodies are moved, 
to be drawn off the Ground and thrown into the 
Baftions. M. de hanger on, who has newly re¬ 
ceived Orders from Court, to take as many Slaves 
out of the Gallics as he fhall judge necelfary for 
the Service of the City, promifes him a hundred 
for this Enterprize. 

The fame Day the Mortality continues without 
Decreafe, and all the feveral Pits which had been 
opened being filled, M. de Langeron accompanied 
by M. Moujlier, and the Chevalier de S&iffans, take 
a Turn without the City, to fee what Place will 
be moff convenient for opening new ones fpeedily; 
and feme are marked out on the Side of the Gate 
of Aix, of fixty Foot long and thirty broad: At 
the fame time the Queffion being where to get at 

■leaft a hundred P enfants to dig them *, M. de Lan~ 
geron fends all his Guards into the Territory, with 
Orders to the Captains of the principal Quarters 

to make them come, either willingly, or by Force. 
' The 
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The 15th* he iffues an Ordinance, command¬ 
ing all the Intendants of Health, Counfellors of 
the City, Captains of Quarters, and Comroiffia-. 
ries of Parifhes, who have deferted, to return with¬ 
in twenty four Hours to their Function, gn Pain 
of Difobedience. 

He fets forth another, jointly with the Marquis 
de Pilles and the Sheriffs, prefcribing all that ought 
to be done, obferved, and executed in the Terri- 
ory, where the Plague makes likewife very great 
Ravages, and has got into all the Quarters. 

Ihe 16th, to remove that horrible Infection 
which is in the Port, by above ten thoufand dead 
Pogs floating in it, he fends for the Regulators of 
the Fifhermen to the Town-houfe, and Orders 
them to work with Boats to inclofe them in 
Nets, and draw them lb far without the Chain* 
that the Current of the Water may not bring 
them in again. 

This Day the Chevalier Rofe, who the Day be¬ 
fore had caufed the Vaults of the two Baffions of 
the Rampart de la Pourette to be broken into, and 
found them hollow to the Foundation as he had 
forefeen, having received the hundred Slaves ap¬ 
pointed to remove the dead Bodies from that Part, 
caufes each of them to tie a Handkerchief dipped 
in Vinegar about his Head to ffop his Nofe, and 
having difpofed them in fuch a manner, as to be 
able to put all Hands to Work at once, he makes 
them in half an Flour take away all thole Bodies, 
Limbs of which dropped off in carrying, and 
throw them into the Caverns of thofe Baftions, 
which he immediately caufes to be filled with 
Lime and Earth, up to the Level of the Efpla- 
nade. 

<*> 

The 17th, the Sheriffs continuing with yel 
greater Ardour and Zeal, to go each at the Head 

of 
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of a Number of Carts, to fee the dead Bodies taken 
up and carried off, from the feveral Streets o 
the Town, which are more and more filled with 
them •, M. Eftelle has Notice that the Pits which 
had been filled on the Side of la Major, had cleft 
in the Night; he haftens thither to fee them re¬ 
paired, and takes with him the Peafants who were 
working at the new Pits without the Gate of Aix : 
But there’s no governing the Peafants at approach¬ 
ing infected Places, the Soldiers of the Gallies who 
accompany them drive them on, but they give 
back •, he takes a Pick-ax himfelf and fails to work 
to encourage them ; they are not to be {Emulated 
by his Example, the Soldiers are, they inftantly 
lay down their Arms, wrefl the Pick-ax out of his 
Hands, take each of them one from thofe daflard- 
ly Peafants, and repair the Pits, notwithstanding 
the Infection, with inexpreffible Ardour : It is 
Pity all thofe Soldiers perifhed, they ferved the 
City with a Zeal which will make them always la¬ 
mented. 

This Day M. Audimar caufes a Heap of Bodies, 
which were piled up in the Street of Ferrate and 
were no lels putrid than thofe of la Fourette, to be 
carried off. 

M. de Langeron fludying to relieve the Necefli- 
ties of the People; who are in want of all Things, 
and who fuffer and even perifh by the Defertion 
of almoft all the Surgeons, Apothecaries, Retail¬ 
ers of common Neceffaries, as Cooks and others, 
whofe Shops and Stalls are generally fhut up every¬ 
where •, he publifhes an Ordinance to compel them 
to return within twenty four Hours precifely, on, 
Pain of Death. 

The fame Day the Phyficians of Montpellier who 
had come in the Month of Auguft, to examine by 
Order of his Royal Highnefs, the Nature and 

Symtom$ 
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Symptoms of the Diftemper, come again, acconv* 
panied by M. Soulliers Mailer Surgeon to the King, 
who was alfb with them the firft time ; after their 
Departure from hence, they had refided at a Coun- 
try-houfe near Am which had been appointed for 
them to perform Quarantain in, which done they 
were to have been admitted into Montpellier; but 
his Royal Highnefs being defirous to fuccour 
Marfeillesi and judging that fudi a Diftemper re¬ 
quired the moil eminent and flcilful Phyiicians* 
was pleafed to fend them new Orders to return 
hither, and join with them M. Deidier another fa¬ 
mous Phyfician and ProfelTor of Montpellier, who 
arrived with them. 

The Plague had till then been treated as the 
Plague, the Sick prefently judged of the Danger 
of their Sicknefs by the Behaviour of the Phyfi- 
cians who viiited them : M. de Chicoynenu, Chan¬ 
cellor of the Univerfity of Montpellier, M. Veruy\ 
and M. Deidier, give them Reafon to believe, on 
the contrary, that his of all Diilempers the leaft 
dangerous and the moil common ; they approach 
them without the leaft Concern or Mark of Emo¬ 
tion, without Repugnance, without Precaution; 
they even fit down upon their Beds, touch their 
Buboes and Sores, and ftay by them calmly as 
long as is neceffary to inform themfelves of the 
State of their Cafe, the Symptoms of their Dif- 
temper, and to fee the Surgeons perform the Ope¬ 
rations they order : They go every where, and 
pafs through all the Quarters, they examine the 
Sick, in the Streets, in the publick Places, in the 
Houfes, and in the Hofpitals-9 one would think 
them invulnerable, or tutular Angels fent by Cod 
to fave every poor Creature’s Life ; they refufe 
the Money the Rich offer them ; nor receive any 
thing from any body, but a thoufand Bleftings 
from all i their Manner of proceeding, with the 

Reputation* 

* ' 
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Reputation of their Names, recover the Sick by 
the Hopes and Confidence they raife in them. 7 

The 18 th, another Pit is opened, below the 

of TfaulTTr °{JiX 3nd the Tower St. Paule, fixty P oot long and thirty broad • 
M de Langeron wrote the Day before to the Cap- 
tams of the Territory, to fend in Peafants : The 

trance of the sT f* * °ay break t0 the En' 

Work, which theytvere extrTmdtlvtf?to° be 

thereabouts.6 NearndS °f °thcr PltS alrcad^ ’filEd 

New ones are alfo opened on the Side of that 

mhe fined and bed inhabited of the Gty^where" 
M. Serre, no left a good Citizen than a famous 
and excellent Painter, one of theCominilTaries un¬ 
pointed there, zealous even to the Sacrificing of 
his own Life for the Relief of his Country, haf ta- 
ken upon himfelf alone the laborious and perillous 
Care to fee carried off and buried the dead pn-r 
from thence, with fome Carrs wiriS ,t 

dSnSfn ? *"p Brigaiis Of Slave, put „„! 

SoLe'Tr/ f"“s“‘UoJgesa.his S 
xtxpence. A Citizen that fo loves his tnimrrv 
deferves to be beloved by it. nu^’ 

. T,le 19th the Defection from the City contiru 
mg, fo that none can be found to carry imo the 
Store-houles of the Community the n \ 

up by the Boats from the Barrier o$ LeftaqiTX* ^ Langeron appoints for that Service ivemy-t 
Gally-Slaves, with four of their CompanS to 

A a dr 
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drefs Victuals for them; no Perfons being found 
fit to be put to do fo much as that. 

The time of Vintage approaching, it is confi- 
dered that the Vapours of the new Wine, in a 
Town where fo prodigious a Quantity is made, 
might contribute very much towards dii-infecting 
the Houfes; and it is called to mind that it was 
by this Means the laft Plague which afflidted Mar¬ 
seilles was flopt: Whereupon an Ordinance isifTu- 
ed, in the names of M. de Langeron, the Marquis 
de Pilles, and the Sheriffs, importing that the 
Vintage fhall be got in as ufual. 

This Day arrive three other Phyficians of the 
Faculty of Montpellier, who came Poft from Paris 
by Order of his Royal Highnefs, viz. M. Mailhes 
ProfefFor of the Univerfity of Cahors, M. Boery 
de Paradis of Mar fellies, and M. de L<ebadie^ ac¬ 
companied by two Mafler-Surgeons of Paris: 
They are provided with excellent Inftru&ions, 
which they received from M. Chirre firfl Phyfi- 
cian to his Royal Highnefs, and Sur-Intendant 
of the Royal Phyfick-Gardcn, who has not ne- 
gkdted any thing that might be for the Relief of 
this unfortunate City: Phyficians fo well chofen, 
and fo well inflrudtcd, cannot fail of doing good 
Service; the Event will foon fhew it. 

The 20th, there are no Medicines nor Drugs to 
be found in the City, by Reafon of the Flight 
and Defertion of all the Apothecaries, Druggifts* 
and Grocers; the Sick dye without being able to 
ufe the Liberty of making their Wills, the Royal 
Notaries having all fled; Women with Child are 
delivered without any Affiftance, the Midwives 
being all fled likewife: Ajr Ordinance at my In- 

- ' " fiance- 
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fence is iffued bv M.de Langeron, the Marquis de 
and the Sheriffs, to oblige them all to return 

withm twenty-four Hours on Pain of Death: 
Ihe Royal Notaries only obey.readily. The or- 

ffinary Term of letting or quitting Houfes bein°- 
Mchaeimas-Day, and almo.ft all the Houfes bein? 
infected, it would be dangerous to fuffer fuch re¬ 
moving with Houfhold-Goods moffly infefted - 
another Ordinance forbids it, till it be otherwife 

ordered. 

The 2 iff, the Sheriffs have an Increafe of Care and 
Trouble; the Perfons who for a long time had the 
Direction and Management of the Office of Corn 

r cl thaSham(?leS,dyeof fe Plague; this obliges’ 
the Sheriffs to take that Bufmefs upon themfelves 
while they have fomuch already upon their Hands * 
M. de Langeronr, to faciliate their going through 
with it all, penuades them to take each a certain 
part of the Work: Accordingly, M. Eftelle is 
charged with the Difpatch of all the current Affairs 

at the Town-Houfe, with the Correfpondences 
and with the Orders for the good Government of 
the City; M.Audimor with the Shambles; M Mon 
Jlier with all that relates to the carrying qff and 
burying of the Dead, the Pits, and the Church¬ 
yards, the cleaning of the Streets, the Carts, the 
Gaily Slaves and their Subfiftance; and M. Dieud'£ 
with what relates to Bread-Corn, Meal, Wood for 
firing, and the Bakers. 

The 2 2d, new Pits arc to be made, M. de Lange¬ 
ron fends his Guards into the Territory, to brin°- 
in one hundred and fifty Men to dig them; and 
the 23d one is opened of one hundred thirty two 
Footlong, forty eight wide, and fourteen deep, in 

the Gaxdeo of theQofervantinesneariheRarnDarts. 

' The 
A a 2 
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" The 24th, at the Time when Mifery and Cala* 
mity are at the Height; when all is groaning, la-* 
menting, dying, as well in the Country, as in 
the Town; when thofe whom the Fury of the 
Diftemper has fpared, are overtaken by Famine, 
and fall into Defpair, more cruel and terrible than 
the Plague it fell; when the Fountains of Charity 
which had run till now, are dried up-, when, a^ 
the Scripture expreffes it, the Heavens feem to he of 
Brafs, and the Earth of Irony and when no Hope 
at all remain’d, but of Dying-, ’tisthen a charita¬ 
ble Hand extends itfelf from afar to this unhappy 

City. 

The 25th, the Heaps of infeded Cloaths and 
Houfehold-Goods, with which all the Streets are 
incumbered, being a greater hindrance to the pair¬ 
ing through them, than the dead Bodies and Sick 
that lye in them; Monf. de Langeron fets twenty 
five Gally-Slaves to work, to carry all off in Carts 
and twenty others to cleave Wood for Firing, for 
the Ufe of the Bakers; no other Hands being to 

be had. 

The Refradorinefs of the Apothecaries, Drug- 
gifts, and Grocers, in abfenting themfelves from 
the City, and the Neceftity of compelling them to 
return, that the Sick may be fupplied with Medi¬ 
cines and Drugs, oblige him to lend Guards into 
the Territory, to feize and bring away the chief of 

them, 

The 26th, the Hofpital of Timber-work in the 
Alleys of the Grand Mall, and which fo many 
Poor infeded, who lie in the Streets and publick 
Places, have been wifhing for feveral Days, is up¬ 
on the Point of being finifhed, after incredible 

Labour ; 
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Labour; when a North Wind, the moff violent 
that ever was, blows fo hard, that it breaks and 
throws down almoff all the Timber-work, with 
the Sail-cloth that covered it: For repairing fpeedi- 
ly this Damage, M. de Langeron goes thither, 
fends for robuft and ferviceable Fellows from the 
Gallies, with Officers to keep them diligently em¬ 
ployed; the Sheriffs beffir themfelves to provide 
more Timber and Sail-cloth; all Hands are at Work; 
the Chevalier de Soijfans keeps upon the Spot, to 
encourage the Men.; and give Orders, accompani¬ 
ed by M. Marin and Beaujfier, Commiffaries ap¬ 
pointed to ad as Diredors General of this Hofpi- 
tal, who facrificed their Time and private Con¬ 
cerns to fee it built, were always adive in any 
thing that was molt toilfome; and the principal 
Affiftants of the Sheriffs, from the Time the Fear 
of the Contagion ifiade every body abandon 
them, 

/Lhe 2.7th, it is Confidered, that as large as 
this Hofpital is, it cannot ferve for fuch a Mul¬ 
titude ot Sick, as are lying in all the Streets, and 
increafed daily by the Continuance of the Diffemper; 
and therefore another muff be timely thought of: 
After looking about every where, it is rdbTved to 
make ufe of the Hofpital General de la Chari te, 
which is in perfect Readinefs, adualy furniffied 
with near 800 Beds, and all neceffary Utenfils. 

1 he Difficulty is, whether to remove the Poor 
maintained in it: No Place fee ms 1b proper as the 
Hotel-Bieu, where there is Room enough ; but there 
ha^e been infeded Patients in it, and above fifty 
are fo now; they muff be firff removed, and the 
Houfedifinfeded (or perfumed;) thofcPatients are 
carried to a Chapel of the Penitents, which is hard 

a 3 by; 
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by ; and M. Eflelle performs the Difinfeftion with 
ail requifite Exactneis. 

From the 28 th, of September to the 3d of Octo¬ 
ber, nothing but Action and Labour Night and 
Day. At the Mall no Time is loft to repair the 
Damage done by the Wind, and to provide, for 
fuch an Hofpital the infinite Number of Things 
neceflary in it ^ in fitting up Apartments and Labo¬ 
ratories forthe Phyficians, Apothecaries, Surgeons, 
Officers, and Servants of the Hofpital, in the 
Convent oi the Reformed yfugujtwes, which is 
contiguous to it, and in the neighbouring Baf- 
tides; and in digging near it large and deep 
Fits: At la Cbarite, thofe already opened in the 
Garden of the Obfervantines are juft behind it; but 
for that Hofpital, it was found to require more 
Trouble than the other to provide it with all Nd- 
ceffaries. The Pains taken to difinfedt the TKlel- 
JJieu, remove from thence the infedted Patients, 
and bring into it all the Poor frcm la Cbarite, are 
inconceivable : M. de Lemgeron is obliged to be 
on Florfeback from Morning to Night, moving 
from Place to Place ; the Sheriffs give themfelves 
no Refpite, but ftiorten the common Time of 
Meals, that they may not lofe a Moment. Every 
thing is hard to be got, even Straw to ftuff the 
Mattreffes, which no body will bring in from the 
Territory, without being compelled to it by Force. 
Officers and Servants muft be fought for all thefe 
Hofpitals; efpecially a great Number of Surgeons 
muft be had, both Mafters and Men; they can¬ 
not be drawn hither from other Provinces, but by 
exorbitant Rewards ; Advertifements are affixed 
every where, pfomifing to all Surgeons who will 
come, viz. to Mafter-Surgeons of Principal 
Towns 2000 Livres a Month ; to the licenfed 

Surgeons 
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Surgeons of thofe Towns, and the Mafter-Sur¬ 
geons of fmall Places 1000 Livresa Month ; and 
to their Apprentices, or Journeymen, 300 Livres 
a Month, with the Freedom of the Company of 
Surgeons of Marfeilles *, befides Lodging and Diet 
all the time they are employed. 

The 3d of October, Part of the Troops which 
M. de Langerm expe&cd for the Service of the 
City, and to execute his Orders, arrive; viz. 
Three Companies of the Regiment of Flanders, 
whom he caufes to encamp at the Chartreufe with¬ 
out the Walls. 

The 4th, the two new Hofpitals at the Mall 
and la Charite, are, at length, in a Conditio^ to 
receive the Sick; and immediately they creep 
thither from all Quarters. A Number of Galley- 
Slaves are employed to fetch thofe who cannot help 
themfelves, and are lying in the publick Streets, 
and in the Houfes. 

The 5th, all the Phyficians, as well Strangers, 
as of the Faculty in this City, are convened at the 
Town-Houfe, in the Prefence of M. de Langeron, 
the Marquis de P tiles ^ and the Sheriffs; and M. 
de Chicoyneau and Verny, as Principals, and thofe 
others to whom the general Infpeftion is commit¬ 
ted, appoint the Stations where each fhalf ferve, 
and the Surgeons to be employed under them. If 
all the Strangers had figrialized themfelves by their 
Skill and Zeal, thofe of the City have equall’d 
them in both ; they have ferved with fo little Care 
of their own Perfons, that three of them have loft 
their Lives, M. Peijfonel, Montaginer, and An dan ^ 
and a fourth, Mr. Bertrand, was very near Death's 
Door. 

A a 4 Tho 
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The 6th, three of the Captains of the City dy¬ 
ing, the Sheriff’s nominate in their Room M. 
Defperier, Bonnaneau, and Icard, who from the 
Beginning of the Contagion have voluntarily gone 
upon any Service, however toilforn and hazard¬ 
ous, for the City. 

1 he 7th, the Plague being more violent in the 
Territory than in the City, and it being of Im¬ 
portance to hinder the Sick to come from thence 
into it; M. de Langeron polls at each Gate a Corps 
de Garde of Soldiers of the King’s Troops, under 
the Command of the Captains and Officers of the 
Fown *, and publifhes an Ordinance, which pre- 

fcri bes the Rules to be obferved at any Performs 
coming into, or going out of the Gates, 

The 8th, whereas fince tire two new Hofpitals 
have been opened, the Sick are no longer lying 
about the Streets, and the dead Bodies are carried 
off daily, by the great Number of Carts which 
are continually palling * Difpofitions are made for 
cleaning the Streets throughout the City, as well 
for making Room to pais, as to take aw^ay the 
horrible Inieclion caufed by the prodigious Quan¬ 
tity of Filth and Naftinels, with which they are 
all covered. For this Purpofe large Boats, ufed 
for dcanfmg the Port, by taking up the Soil, are 
placed all along the Key at each Pallifade ; and 
while the Sherifis go each through a Quarter with 
a Brigade of Gaily Slaves, to caufe all the Heaps 
of indebted Cloaths and Houfhold-Goods, which 
have been thrown out of the Windows, to be 
burnt j other Brigades of Slaves go with Carts, to 
take up the Dunghills and Filth, which they fhoot 
into thofe Boats, and thefe carry it out, and throw 
it into the Sea, as far as they can from the Mouth 
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of the Port: This is fo tedious a Work, that be 
it followed ever fo clofe, it will take up a Monti* 
at lead; to finifh it. 

The 9th, the Sheriffs receive News that fills 
them with Joy and Confolation •, they find by a 
Letter which the Confuls of Avignon are fo kind to 
"write to them, that the common Father of the 
Faithful Roman Catholicks, moved at hearing of 
the Calamities of a City, which was the firft of all 
Gaul that received the Catholick Faith, by St. 
Lazarus its firft Bifhop *, which in all Times has 
preferved it in its Purity, no Flerefy having ever 
been able to get footing in it; and which has al¬ 
ways had a lingular Attachment, with a profound 
and inviolable Refpedt, for the Floly See ; has not 
thought it enough to order publick Prayers in all 
the Churches of Rome, and Proceffions, at which 
his Holinefs aflifts on Foot, to befeech the So¬ 
vereign Father of Mercies to aopeafe his Wrath 
againft Marseilles, and caft away the dreadful 
Scourge which lays it defolate •, but being defirous 
to fuccour fo many miferable Poor as are in it, 
and fupply them with Bread in their Need^ has 
caufed to be bought up in the Diftridt of Ancona 
two thoufand Meafures (called Roubies) of Bread- 
Corn, which will be forthwith brought hither by 
Veffels that are to take it in at Civita-Vecchia, to be 
diftributed to the Poor in fuch Proportions as the 
Bifhop fhall allot. 

The 10th, the Canons of the Collegiate Church 
of St. Martin, having Benefices with Cure of 
Souls, perfifting to ablent themfelves from their 
Duty, notwithstanding the feveral Admonitions 
lignified to them, the Bifhop pronounces Sen¬ 
tence, and, conformably to the Petition of the 

Sheriffs 
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Sheriffs of the 4th of September lafl, declares their 
Benefices vacant, and that they fhall be filled with 
others duly qualified ; and he nominates to them 
accordingly. 

The nth, there are in the Hofpitals feveral 
Patients who have the Happinefs to recover of 
the Plague : A Place is neceffary for thefe to be 
removed to, where they may flay forty Days after 
their Buboes and Sores are entirely cured and 
healed up 4* it is refolved to make ufe of the grand 
Infirmaries for this Purpofe ; they.muff be made 
ready, and provided with all Things neceffary : 
M. de hanger on goes thither, with M. Eftelle> and 
Orders are given for doing it out of Hand. 

The 12th, more Troops arrive for the Service 
of the City •, viz* Three Companies of the Regi¬ 
ment of Brie, which M. de hanger on caufes to en¬ 
camp at the Cbartreuje, with the three others al¬ 
ready there. 

* 

The 13th, 14th, and 15th, while the Infirma¬ 
ries are getting ready for thole who are recovered 
from the Plague, he fends Orders into the Terri¬ 
tory, to compel thofe Intendants of Health, who 
have abfented themfelves ; and feveral other Mu¬ 
nicipal Officers, whofe Service is abfolutely requi¬ 
site in the City, to return. 

The 16th, he polls a Corps de Garde of thirty 
Soldiers by the Town-Houfe, to Guard the She¬ 
riffs, and execute Orders. 

The 17th, it is refolved to fend into the Infir¬ 
maries, not only thofe who have recovered in the 
feveral Hofpitals, but likewife all thofe who wan¬ 

der 
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der about the City with their Buboes broke and 
running, and communicate the Contagion gene¬ 
rally to thofe who, not knowing their Condition, 
have the Misfortune to touch or approach them. 

The 18th, the Difficulties which obftrudt the 
putting the Infirmaries entirely into Order *, or 
clofing up the Sides of the Market-Houfe, which 
are open ; Timber, Boards, and Sail-Cloth being 
not to be had; make it neceffary to feek fome 
other Place, which is already in proper Order ; 
fuch appears to be the College of the Fathers de 
r Or at Give, the Halls of which are capable of har¬ 
bouring a great Number of Perfons; and Lodg¬ 
ings for the Officers, Surgeons, and Servants, are 
ready in the reft of the Houfe, wffiich is quite 
empty by the Flight of thofe Prielts. 

The 16th, the Grand Clauftral Prior, (i. e. he 
that refides, and keeps the Monks to their Duty) 
of the Abbey of St. Fitter^ and two Monks de¬ 
puted from that Chapter, come to the Town- 
Houfe to juftify themfeives upon their Refufal to 
carry in Proceffion the Shrines and Reliques of 
their Church, to the Square of the Loge. The 
Continuance of the Contagion, notwithftanding all 
the Efforts hitherto made to flop it, leaving no 
Hope, but in the Mercy of the Almighty through 
the Interceffion of the Saints, the Sheriffs refolved 
to defire the Bifhop to cayle all the Shrines of 
Saints, and all the Reliques of the Church of Ma¬ 
jor to be brought forth, and to accompany them 
to the Square of the Loge, where they defigned to 
eredt a great Altar, on which to place them in 
open View, and likewife to defire the Monks of 
the Abbey of St. Victor, to bring out at the fame. 
Time all the Shrines and Reliques of their Church, 
and to accompany them to the fame Place, where 

being 



3^4 ^ Journal of the 

being all ranged together on the fame Altar, the BE 
Ihop was to celebrate Mafs, and all the Prayers pre- 
feribed againft the Plague were to be faid The 
Bifliop inftantly agreed to it, with all the Joy and 
Satisfaction which the Piety that animates him 
could raife: M. de Langeron had given the moll 
proper Orders, for preventing any Crowd, or even 
any Communication, at this Holy Proceffion ; no¬ 
thing remained, but to difpofe the Monks of the 
Abbey of St. Victor to perform their Part : M* 
Ejlelle went, and moved it to them ; they confent, 
but on Conditions utterly impracticable. They 
demand, either that two Altars ihould be erected* 
or that the Bilhop Ihould not celebrate Mafs, left 
their Privileges fhould receive fome Diminution 
by it. And their Grand Prior Clauftral, with two. 
Monks of the Abbey, come to Day to the Town- 
Houfe, to have it underflood that their Reafons 
were folid, and not Pretexts. 

The 20th, no Bell having been rung in the Town 
fmee the Contagion, not even that which warns 
the Soldiers and Townfmen to retire to their 
Houfes and Quarters at Night, M. de Langeron 
orders it to be rung as formerly. . 

The 21 ft, he orders the Officers of the City to 
go the Rounds punctually in all the Quarters, 
with the Number of Soldiers appointed by him. 

0 

The 22d and 23d, the Prifons being filled with 
Malefactors, and the effects of a vaft Number of 
Iloufes being expofed to Robbery, by the Death 
of all the Perfons who inhabited them; he lends 
Orders into the territory, to oblige the Commif- 
faries de Police to return, to bring to Trial thofe 
Malefactors, and to fecure thofe Effects for the 
lawful Claimants. 

The 
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The 24th, M. deLangeron, the Marquis de Pilles 
and the Sheriffs, publilli an Ordinance at my In- 
ftance, commanding all thofe who have taken into 
their Poffeffion the Keys of Houfes, or the Ef- 
feds of Perfons deceafed, or who have had 
them put into their Hands in Truff, of what Na¬ 
ture foever they are, to appear within twenty-four 
Hours at the Town-Houfe, and make Declaration 
thereof before the Commiffaries de Police, that the 
fame may be properly fecured. 

'A ' > . 

The 2 5th, another Ordinance is iffued for the 
Publick Safety and Health, importing, that for 
preventing Robberies in the Night, and the In- 
creafe of the Contagion by removing from one 
Place to another infeded Apparel, thofe who after 
ringing the warning Bell at Night fhall be taken 
robbing Houfes, or removing Apparel or Houf- 
hold Goods, fhall be punifhed with Death ; and 
that thofe who fhall have forbidden Arms found 
upon them, fhall be condemned to the Gallies. 

The 26th, tho’ the Plague feems to have de- 
creafed, want of Provifions increafes ; the Diftem- 
per having got into the neighbouring Places, and 
even into the Capital of the Province, hardly any 
Corn or other Neceffaries are brought any longer to 
the Markets at the Barriers even all the Barriers 
are changed and removed fo far off, that they are 
out of reach, and Marfeilles is in the greateft Ex¬ 
tremities that it ever felt. M. de Langeron and the 
Sheriffs fee the Neceffity there is, for avoiding a 
fpeedy Famine, to fend Yeffels to divers Parts 
to fetch Bread-Corn, and other Provifions; but 
having neither Money nor Means to procure any, 
they are obliged to fend Difpatches to Court for 
Supplies^ 

The 
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The 27th, the Hofpiuls of the Mall, of La 
Charite, and of the Rive Neuve, being by the De- 
creafe of the Diftemper more then fufficient to hold 
all the Sick ; and that des Convalefcens being become 
altogether fuperfluous, it is refolved to make 
Ole of it for thofe who have recovered, and not ol 
the College de POrat aire, as was defign’d. 

The 28th, and 29th, are fpent in putting it in 
Order and furniftiing it with new Beds, after all 
the Sick who were in it had been remov’d to the 
Holpital at the Mall. 

~ „ 

The 30th, the great Number of Surgeons, as 
well Mailers as others, who are come from all 
Parts, allur’d by the Advertifements of the 30th 
of September, that had been fent out to be pub- 
lickly affix’d every where, which promifed great 
Rewards to thofe that would come and ferve; rnakes 
it neceffary to publifh contrary Advertifements, 
nifying, that the Diftemper having happily de- 
creafed very much, there is no further Occafion 
for them. 
w ■ ' ' i- 

) “ 

The 31ft, to get together, in Order to coniine' 
and put under Qparantain, thole who have recO' 
vered from the Plague, who with their Buboes 
broke and running wander about the Streets, and 
infetft all whom they approach, the Chevalier de 
Soifans finds out a very eafy Expedient; they are 
all neceffitous People who beg about, and do not 
fail to go where Alms are diftributed daily to all 
Comers; he orders Soldiers to hide themfelves 
near the Houfe whither the Bilhop has retir’d; in lels 
than half an Hour, above five hundred of thefe 

flock thither, whom the Soldiers furround 
and carry to the Bicipital des Qouvetlefcenee, where 

the 
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the Surgeons fearch them, and detain all who ought 
to be kept there. 

The Firft of November, being the Fealt of A1F 
Saints, the Bilhop comes out of his Palace in Pro- 
ceffion, accompanied by the Canons of the Church 
des Acoidles, by thofe whom he has newly nomi¬ 
nated Canons of the Church of St. Martin, and 
by the Parfon and Priefts of the Parifh of St. Fer- 
rioly and chufing to appear like the Scape Goat, 
loaded with the Sins of all the People, and like a 
Vidtim deftin’d to expiate them, he walks with a 
Halter about his Neck, the Crofs in his Arms,J 
and-bare Foot; thus he proceeds by the Ring to^ 
wards the Gates of Aix, where he celebrates Mafs 
publickly, at an Altar which he had caufed to be 
eredled, and after a pathetick Exhortation to the 
People to move them to Repentance, for appealing 
the Wrath of God, and obtaining Deliverance from 
the raging Peftilence * he pronounces a folemn 
Confecration of the City to the facred Heart of Je- 
fus, in Honour of which he had inftituted a Fefti- 
val to be kept yearly by a Mandate which he caus’d 
to be read : The Tears which are feen running 
down his Cheeks during this devout Ceremony, 
join’d to his very moving Expreffions, excite Com- 
pun&ion in the moft obdurate Hearts, and every 
one pierc’d with unfeigned Sorrow, cries to the 
Lord for Mercy : St. Charles did the like formerly 
at Milan on the fame Feftival of All-Saints, when 
that City was under the Calamity of the Plague.* 
and nothing is wanting to this Imitator of the Zeal, 
Piety, Charity, and all the Virtues of fo great a 
Saint, but the Roman Purple which he deferves, 
and which a whole People on whom he heaps fpi- 
ritual and temporal Bleffings, wilh him from the 
Bottom of their Hearts. 

From 
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From the fecond to the fifth, M. de Langerm 
with the Sheriffs divide ali the Quarters of the 
Town into new Diftri&s, and appoint at every 
Diftri£t, Containing a certain Number of Houfes, 
a Commiffary to fee to the Execution of the feve- 
ral Orders iffued, and to prevent whatever may 
contribute to the Continuance of the Plague, or 
to its Return. 

The 5th, for retraining the exceffive Price of 
all Provifions, which is raifed every Day by thofe 
who take Advantage of the general Scarcity, they 
hold in the Town-Houfe an Affembly of Mer¬ 
chants and Tradefmen to fettle a general Rate * 
they continue drawing it up the next Day, and 
the 8th they publiih an Ordinance forbidding all 
Shopkeepers, Retailers, and Regraters, to fell 
at a higher Price than what is fpecified in 
that general Rate, on the Penalty of the Pillory, 
of Refunding the Money taken, and Confifcatioa. 
of the Goods fold. 

From the 6th to the 13th, M. de Langeron fends 
out Orders on all Sides for regulating and reliev¬ 
ing all the Quarters of the Territory, where the 
Plague continues to rage ; and the 14th he pub- 
lifhes an Ordinance with Marquis de Fillet and the 
Sheriffs, which prefcribes fuch exad and judicious 
Precautions to be obferved at the Gates, that the 
indifpenfible Commerce between- the City and the 
Territory is maintained, and yet the Diftemper 
which is there cannot any way be brought into the 
City, to make that which ftill continues here rage 
the more. 

The 15th, the Bakers having almofi fpent all 
the Fuel for their Ovens, fo that they muff leave 
off Baking, Ydfels are fent towards Toulon to fetch 
Wood, Tha 
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The 16th the Biftiop takes a holy Refolution 
td exorczie the Plague, which he has the Grief to 
fee continue : In order to this, having called to¬ 
gether the Remains of his Clergy in the Church 
des Acoulles, he begins by caufing all the Prayers 
to be read which his Holinefs had fent to him, and 
which are daily repeated in all the Churches of 
Rome, to incline the Almighty to deliver Marfeilles 
from the Scourge ; and after a very eloquent and 
very moving Exhortation, he carries up the Holy 
Sacrament to the Leads over the Roof of the 
Church, from whence all the City and its Terri¬ 
tory lie open to the View, gives his Benediction, 
and performs the Exorcifm againft the Plague, 
with all the Prayers and Ceremonies which the 
Church has prefcribed. 

The 17th, M. de Langeron receives an Anfwer 
From Court, to the Difpatches he had fent thither: 
JVL le Blanc, and M."le Pelletier des Forts write to 
him, that his Royal Highnefs being extremely 
concerned at the Calamity of Marfeilles, had given 
Orders to the India Company to remit hither twen¬ 
ty live thoufand Pieces of Eight, and one thou¬ 
sand nine hundred Marks of Silver, with which 
he is pleafed to affift this City, till he can provide 
for its further Relief: The Marquis de la Vrilliere 
writes the fame thing to the Sheriffs, and that his 
Royal Highnefs will do all that lies in his Power 
to fuccour them : The Auguft Prince has had all 
pofllble Regard for this unfortunate City; from 
the Time he knew of its Piftrefs, he has not neg¬ 
lected fending Orders every where, for fupplying 
It with all necefiary Help, as well to cure the Di- 
ilemper, as to provide againft Scarcity and Want: 
All his Minifters have feconded his Intentions with 
fo much Earneftnefs and Application, that they 
feem to have had no other Bufinefs upon their 

Bb Hands 
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Hands, than to halien its Supplies, and to rendef 
them effectual. What Gratitude for this will not 
Subjects fo obedient and fo faithful ever cherifh in 
their Hearts ? This Gratitude for their Preferva- 
tion, joined to the Ardour and Zeal which have 
always diftinguifhed them in the Submiflion and 
Obedience due to his Majelty; will inflame them 
with a Defire to facrifice their Lives and Fortunes, 
for the Honour and Glory of his Service. 

Never was there greater Scarcity, nor ever was 
fuch Scarcity fo plentifully fupplied; fo that hav¬ 
ing been continually juft falling into Want, or in 
fear of wanting every thing, by the Interdiction of 
Communication and Commerce, we have hardly 
ever wanted any thing, by Means of the continual 
Succours which came in fucceflively from all 
Parts, by the Orders of his Royal Highnefs, and 
the particular Care of M. le Pelletier des Forts, 
and M. la Blanc, to caufe them to be executed : 
Corn and other Provifions, and efpecially large 
Cattle, and Sheep, have been brought in fuch 
Quantity and Numbers, notwithftanding all Dif¬ 
ficulties, that for a Jong time we had a kind of 
Plenty of them ; from the Mint at Aix^ the flrft 
Prefident has remitted very confiderable Sums of 
Money, he has procured all NecefTaries to be fent 
in from divers Parts *, he has caufed almoft whole 
Forefts to be cut down, that we might not want 
Wood for firing ; and not contenting himfelf with 
procuring Credit for us to a great Sum, he has 
had the Goodnefs to find Means to difcharge a 
confiderable Part of that Debt; from Languedoc 
the Intendant, M. de Bernage, has taken infinite 
Pains to get fent thither all the Succours that fer¬ 
tile Province could furnifli. , 

* 

Several eminent Citizens have contributed very 
largely; 
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largely \ M. Conjlans and Remufat, have by their 
Credit and Money procured twenty thoufand Mea- 
lures (called Charges) of Bread-Corn ; M. Mar- 
tins, Grimaud, and Beoland, have voluntarily taken 
inconceivable Pains to keep the Shambles fuppli- 
ed, and with very great Succefs; feveral others 
have contributed Money for buying up Corn in 
the Levant; even fome of the Magiftrates of the 
Sovereign Courts of the Province, as foon as the 
Plague had broke out, moved by their Generofity 
of Heart, and Grandeur of Soul, offered and even 
fent in all the Corn that was reaped on their own 
Lands fuch are M. de Lubiers and de Ricardh 
Counfellors of the Parliament, and M. de RauviUe 
Prefident of the Court of Accompts, Aids and 
Finances : We could not perifh with lb great and 
various Supplies ^ but Marfeilles and its Territory 
are an Abys ; it cannot otherwife be filled, than 
by that prodigious Abundance, which Liberty, 
and the Concourfe of the Commerce of Nations, 
bring into it, 

-» * ■ ■ ,{ J, + < }' : 

The 18th, NL.'Taxil, Agent of the India Com¬ 
pany at Marfeilles^ remits to the Sheriffs one thou¬ 
fand fix hundred Marks of Bullion, and twenty 
thoufand and forty nine Marks in Pieces of Eight, 
which they caufe to be conveyed to the Mint at 
Montpellier, there to be converted into new Specie. 

The 19th, the Diftemper which had extremely 
decreafed, having increafed again a little, and 
there being Ground to believe that the Commu¬ 
nication in fome Churches which were opened, 
had occafioned it, the Bifhop is defired to be 
pleafed to order them to be fhut up again. 

The 20th, 2iff, and’22d, Veffels are fitted 
out to fetch Com from the Lev ant, that we 

B b 2 might 
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might not be 
ter, and after 
Famine. 

The 23d, Advice comes that one of the Vef- 
fels in which his Holinefs’s Minifters had caufed 
to be laden at Civita-Vecchia, the Bread-Corn 
defigned for the Poor of Marfeilles, is unhap¬ 
pily wrecked on the Ifland of Porcherolles, and 
that of one thoufand Mcafures it carried, not 
three hundred could be faved. 

The 24th, and 25th, the Contagion ftill Con¬ 
tinuing in the Territory, and the Perfons who 
Jive there, or have retired thither, efpecially 
thofe who are ftruck with it, or fufpedt they 
are, ufing all manner of Artifice to fteal into 
the City, where the Diftemper has almoft in- 
tirely ceafed, M. de Langeron eftablifhes fuch 
proper and exa£t Precautions, that no Endea- 
vours of that kind can fucceed. 

The 26th, he publifhes an Ordinance, to ferve 
for Rules at the Gates, preferring the feveral 
Certificates which muft be brought to obtain 
Permiffion to enter, and defcribing the Condi¬ 
tion of Health and other Circumftances a Per- 
fon mud: be in to he qualified for a Certifi¬ 
cate from the Parifh-Prieir, Captains, and Com- 
miflaries. 

The 27th, he fends this Ordinance to be publifh- 
ed in the Territory, and with it a circular Letter to 
all the Parifh-Priefts, Captains and Commidfaries 
of the Quarters, for their moft ample Inftru&ion. 

The 28th, two other Vefiels laden with the reft 
of the Bread-Corn given by his Holinefs, arrive 

holly in want of it this Wim* 
Plague and Scarcity fall into 
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at Toulon: The Biffiop conies to thcTown-houfc, to 
concert with M de Langeron and the Sheriffs, the 
Means of getting it brought to this City, whither 
thofeVeffels will not come becaufe of the Contagion* 

The 29th, the Difficulty made by the Matters 
of Veffiels of Languedoc, to come laden with Pro- 
vifions to the Port of Frioul in the Ifland of Rote- 
neau, one of the IfJes of Marfeilles, whither the 
Barrier is removed from Lejlaque, becaufe after 
they have unladen at that Ifland, no Ballaft is ter 
be had there, without which they cannot fail empty 
and return to their own Ports; this Difficulty, I 
%, obliges M. de Langeron and the Sheriffs5 to 
fend for the Regulators of the Fifhermen to the 
Town-Houfe, and order them to fee that ho Boat 
goes out to fifh, till it has firft carried a lading Of 
Ballaft to that Ifle of Roteneau. 

The 30th, the Chevalier Rofe undertakes for 
the Execution of this Order ; and he fucceedtf fo 
well in it, that all the Ballaft neceffary for all the 
Vettels which may come to that Ifland, ifcprSfently 
carried there. 

The Firft of December, the Hofpital of the Rive- 
Netive, governed and directed by the Chevalier Rofe, 
being become ufelefs, the few Sick remaining in 
it, are removed to that of la Char it e, and the o - 
theris entirely ffiut up: M. Boyer de Paradis, one 
of the Phyficians who came from Paris by Order 
of his Royal Highnefs, ferved in it with all the 
Ardour and Zeal, that the Love of his native 
Country could infpire. 

From the fecond to the fifth, Affemblies are 
held, to fettle the Difpofitions and afj the Mea- 
fures neceffary for purifying and difdnfcfting all 

the 
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the Houfes of the City in which the Contagion has 
been: A tedious Work, which to be very minute-, 
ly performed, muft be as laborious as it is nice 
and important 

The 6th, the grand Infirmaries having been for 
feme time purefied, M. Michel, a Phyfician of the 
Faculty of Marfeilks, who had been fhut up in 
them from the beginning of the Contagion, comes 
out with the Surgeons he had with him; he ferved 
with a Zeal, Firmnefs, and Succefs, which 
make him admired by all. 

The 7th, the Intendants of Health aflemble at 
the Town-Houfe. in the Prefence of M. de Lange- 
ron and the Sheriffs, to deliberate about purifyinn 
all the Veffels that are in the Port, whjo had takeg 
in their Cargoes before the Plague broke out; thefe 
Intendants (thofe of them who had abfented being 
come back long fince) do their Duty fo well, that 
tho’ they are obliged to ferve only by Turns, they 
generally all-aft together hardly any one excufing 
himfelf. 

The Directors of the Hofpital-general of la Cha 
rite, and thofe of the Hotel Dieu, acquit them- 
felves alfo of their Duty with the fame Ardour : 
The latter even took upon them the Direction of 
this Hofpital when it was turned into a Peft- 
Houfe, tho* the coming near fuch a Place gives 
Difgufl and makes one tremble: The Zeal among 
them was fo extraordinary, that at the beginning 
of the Contagion, when every Body was running 
away, M. Bruno Grainier was feen to quit his own 
Houfe, and take up his Lodgings in the 
Hotel Dieu, there to devote himfelf entirely to the 
Service of the Poor, and endeavour to prevent 
the Plague’s getting into if; accordingly it never 
could get in * before it had overthrown this pious 
Argus, and deprived of Life this Example of the 
nioft fervent and active Charity. 

Almoft 
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Almoft all the Municipal Officers, and other 

Principal Citizens have been come back alfo fome 
time; moil of the Shops of Tradefmen and Ar¬ 
tificers are opened; the People, who in their 
Fright had loft all hope of Health, and all Meafure 
of Prudence, are brought to themfelves, and put 
into Heart again by the Prefence and good Or¬ 
ders of M. de Langeron-, and every one is at 
prefent affifting each other by mutual Offices, and 
by an exadt and admirable Adminiftration of Go 
vernment; which cutting off all deftru&ive Com¬ 
munication, allows only what is falutary. As 
this is but a brief Journal, drawn up in hafte in 
fome Moments ftoien from Bufinefs, the Publick 
may expeft an ample Supplement to it, which ihall 
take in ieveral Things here omitted, and the Services 
Worthy o! Notice and Acknowledgement, which fe- 
veral Perfons have rendred to the City as well 
within it, as Abroad; and the Wonders performed 
by the Surgeons, whom the Court was pleafed to 
fend, and others, fhall not be forgotten. 

The 8th, the Danger of Communication hin- 
dnng ftill the Opening of the Churches, the 
Biffiop orders Altars to be fet up in the Streets 
and Mafs to be faid at them in Publick. 

This Day M. de Langeron; the Marquis de Pilles 
and the Sheriffs, publifh an Ordinance, direding 
the Commiffaries of the Quarters and Pariffies, aU 
they are to do generally, as well for hindrino- 
whatever might contribute to the keeping of the 
Contagion in the Town, or increafing it by in¬ 
troducing the Diftemper from Abroad, as for 
concurring to the great Work ftill remaining, 
of difinfedhng all the Houfes. 

The 9th, upon Notice that feveral Taverns,1 
V ictualing-Houles, Coffee-Houfes, and other like 
Houles of Publick Refort are opened, where 
People meeting in Crowds, a mortal Commu- 

• nicatioa 
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location is to be feared; an Ordinance is publiffi 
cd, at my Inftance, for their being all fhut up 
again, on the Penalty of Imprifonment, and of 
a Fine of thirty Livres. 

This prefent Day (the ioth of December) the 
Diftemper has fo abated throughout the City, 
that no new Patient has been carried into any 
Hofpital' There is ground to hope, that the 
Wrath of God will be entirely appeafed; that 
this miferable unfortunate City will be wholly de¬ 
livered from this cruel Vifitation, which has laid 
it defojate; and that we lhall be fecured from all 
Returns of it, by the wife, exact, and judicious 
Precautions which M. de Langeren takes, in Con¬ 
cert with the Sheriffs, with fuch indefatigable 
Zeal, fuch laborious Affiduity, fuch prudent 
Vigilance, and fuch fingular Application, that the 
Prefervation of ^Aj&yJciIIss cannot but be look.ee! 
upon as his Work; and its furviving Inhabitants 
will be ever obliged to blefs his glorious Name, and 
thofe of the Sheriffs, who fecond him fo well, 
and do fo juftly merit, by the Ardour with 
which they have expofed their Lives, the Title 
of Fathers of their Country. 

t)one at Marfeilles, in the 1‘own-Houfe, the 
i othef December, 1720. 

Th e END. 

ADVERTISE M E N T. 

A T F. and I. Nobles Circulating Libraries. 
f~\ jn JQng-Street Covent-Garden. And in St. 
Martins-Court near Leicefter-Square. Books are 
Lent to Read bythe Year or Quarter, where may 
be had Large Cat<|logues of the Refpective k-ibra- 

ties. ( Price Six-Pence. ) 
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