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Foreword

 
The United States Army has met an unusually complex
challenge in Southeast Asia. In conjunction with the other
services, the Army has fought in support of a national
policy of assisting an emerging nation to develop
governmental processes of its own choosing, free of outside
coercion. In addition to the usual problems of waging
armed conflict, the assignment in Southeast Asia has
required superimposing the immensely sophisticated tasks
of a modern army upon an underdeveloped environment
and adapting them to demands covering a wide spectrum.
These involved helping to fulfill the basic needs of an
agrarian population, dealing with the frustrations of
antiguerilla operations, and conducting conventional
campaigns against well-trained and determined regular
units.

As this assignment nears an end, the U.S. Army must
prepare for other challenges that may lie ahead. While
cognizant that history never repeats itself exactly and that
no army ever profited from trying to meet a new challenge
in terms of the old one, the Army nevertheless stands to
benefit immensely from a study of its experience, its
shortcomings no less than its achievements.
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Aware that some years must elapse before the official
histories will provide a detailed and objective analysis of
the experience in Southeast Asia, we have sought a forum
whereby some of the more salient aspects of that experience
can be made available now. At the request of the Chief of
Staff, a representative group of senior officers who served
in important posts in Vietnam and who still carry a heavy
burden of day-to-day responsibilities has prepared a series
of monographs. These studies should be of great value in
helping the Army develop future operational concepts while
at the same time contributing to the historical record and
providing the American public with an interim report on the
performance of men and officers who have responded, as
others have through our history, to exacting and trying
demands.

All monographs in the series are based primarily on official
records, with additional material from published and
unpublished secondary works, from debriefing reports and
interviews with key participants, and from the personal
experience of the author. To
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About this digital edition
This e-book comes from the online library Wikisource. This
multilingual digital library, built by volunteers, is
committed to developing a free accessible collection of
publications of every kind: novels, poems, magazines,
letters...

We distribute our books for free, starting from works not
copyrighted or published under a free license. You are free
to use our e-books for any purpose (including commercial
exploitation), under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 Unported license or, at your
choice, those of the GNU FDL.

Wikisource is constantly looking for new members. During
the transcription and proofreading of this book, it's possible
that we made some errors. You can report them at this page.
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